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Todays news 


Policeman 


guilty of rape 


A CLEVELAND police officer was yes- 
terday found guilty of two rapes and one in- 
decent assault. John Blott, 33, was 
cleared of three charges of indecent assa ult 
after more than five hours of deliberation 
by the jury. He was remanded in custody un- 
til 15 May when pre-sentence reports will 
be submitted. Page 3 


Minister accused 
of expenses fiddle 


Helen Liddell, the treasury minister, was un- 
der police investigation yesterday after an al- 
legation of irregularities in her election 
expenses. The allegation concerned an un- 
declared donation. However, figures re- 
leased by Labour yesterday showed that she 
had spent £4,572 on her campaign against a 
limit of £7, 000. Page 4 


Sacking apology 


THERESA Harrfld, who won a sexual dis- 
crimination case against the English 
Cricket Board, has received an apology and 
"substantial sum", it was announced yes- 
terday. The former Lord’s receptionist won 
an industrial tribunal in March claiming she 
had been sacked after being forced to 
terminate her pregnancy. Page 6 


'Sue doctors’ move 


WOMEN who suffer illness or -mental 
trauma after an abortion are to be encour- 
aged to sue the doctors responsible for 
allowing the operation. Anti-abortion group 
Life said yesterday that it was setting up a 
free phone tine to give women advice on then- 
legal rights and persuade them logo to court 
in a new campaign to deter motheis-to-be 
from ending their pregnancies. Rage 7 


Beetlemania’s back 


WITH its new Beetle, VW is striking gold. 
Beetiemania is upon the United States. For 
reasons that can only be guessed at - nos- 
talgia for the old beetle of the Seventies, its 
look that is still bulbous but also sleek, or 
VW’s inspired advertising campaign - the 
new Beetle is as sought-after in the US as 
the Viagra potency pill. It is so hot, there is 
already a black market for them. Rage 13 


New slave trade 


SLAVERY is emerging as an economic fact 
and a human outrage in the country that 
once followed Lenin but has now turned to 
building capitalism, ft has been well known 
for some time that the Russian mafia tricks 
, Slav women into slaveiy with the promise 
if of lucrative work abroad. 

| Now the same technique is being used 
a on the territory of the former Soviet Union 
® and is affecting not only prostitutes but also 
workers in a wide range of other industries. 

Pace 10 


Industrial gloom 


pRESfp evidence of a downturn in manu- 
facturing has all butruled Got a rise in in- 


terest rates next week. In the second gloomy 


Tf survey of industry this week, the Chartered 
Institute of Purchasing and Supriy mid num- 
ufecturing activity declined in Apf&for the 
first time In almost two years. Page 22 


Sports news 


Wenger’s weekend 


t ARSENE. Wenger, Araenal s marmger, * 

I ranging <o retain “ arofa ?” , ,fT h k 
‘3 most important weekend ofhs 
■ „ cymballer of the Year Den- 






Brown puts weight behind euro 


By Colin Brown 

m Brussels 


GORDON BROWN last night 
tried to stop international markets 
driving the pound to a new high on 
the eve erf the historic launch of the 
euro, with reassurances that the 
single European currency would be 
a success. 

The Chancellor raised the 
prospects of Britain joining the 
euro early in the new millennium 
and came as Ibny Blair made last 
minute efforts to stop the launch 
of the new currency being marred 
by a row over the presidency of the 
European Central Bank (ECB). 


Jacques San ter, the president of 
the European Commission, de- 
clared it was no longer “if but 
when” Britain would join the euro. 
Mr Brown emphasised that Britain 
would not “take a leap in the dark” 
but the euro’s success as a hard cur- 
rency would meet one of the key 
tests for Britain's membership. 

The Chancellor described it as 
“the opening of a new chapter for 
Europe” but he said it was only the 
beginning because the EU had a 
high level objective of long-term 
stability on which economic success 
depends. 

u l am confident that progress 
has been made in ail the areas that 


matter for the success of the euro,” 
said Mr Brown, who was also con- 
fident of eventually winning pub- 
lic support for Britain's entry. 

His upbeat message contra- 
dicted the Conservative leader 
William Hague’s warning that the 
euro would be a soli currency and 
the formal locking of 11 currencies 
tomorrow will lead to a flight of 

mnniy i nto yeHjn gt inflating itsvaL 

ue and hitting exports and jobs. 

The agreement of 11, led by 
France and Germany, at a heads 
of government summit today is a 
foregone coodusioa and was due 
to be given final approval after a 
meeting of European finance 


council ministers (Ecofin) last 
night in Brussels. 

As he arrived, Mr Brown said: 
“( heard politicians saying only a 
year ago this could never happen, 
that today's events were impossi- 
ble. 1 think there has been re- 
markable progress in Europe in 
achieving budget discipline and 
greater long-term stability with 
economic reform," 

The Chancellor said there was 
agreement in Europe on Britain’s 
agenda for creating employment 
and securing jobs -underlining his 
eonfidgwcft that the single currency 
will provide the economicbenefits 
that Britain wffl require before join- 


ing after a referendum, which he 
promised would be early in the next 
Parliament. 

The Prime Minister flew to 
The Hague last night for talks with 
Wim Kok, the Dutch Prime Min- 
ister, in a last minute effort to bro- 
ker a deal between France and 
Germany over their rival candi- 
dates for the ECB. Mr Blair spoke 
to Chancellor Helmut KohL, 
Jacques Chirac and may speak to 
Mr Kok again today but was said 
by Mr Brown to be making 
progress in seeking acceptance 
for Germany 9 s preferred- choice, 
Wim Duisenberg, the Dutch pres- 
ident of the European Monetary 


Institute, in the faoe of tough 
French bargaining for their can- 
didate, Jean Claude Trichet, gov- 
ernor of the Bank, of France. 

British ministers said the roles 
requiring an eight-year term could 
not be broken but a compromise 
was being negotiated possfofy to at 
low Mr Duisenberg to retire after 
four years, leaving the French a 
four-year share. 

Hie Prime Minister's official 
spokesman said: “We think we can 
make progress, we think we can bro- 
ker an agreement that win satisfy 
the requirement of the [Maastricht] 
treaty but it does remain difficult" 
Blair campaign, page 12 



May ball’s 
abridged 


version 


A STUDENT being carried over 
Magdalen Bridge in Oxford yes- 
terday after the traditional May 
Day gathering to hear the choir sing 
from the top of Magdalen College 
tower, writes Linos Gregoriadis. 

• Police concerned about the 
strong currents in the River Cher- 
well had earlier shut the bridge to 
stop inebriated students jumping 
in, a May Day pastime that has also 
become a matter of concern to lo- 
cal authorities and welfare officers. 

The heavy police presence 
failed to discourage a motley as- 
sortment of bedraggled ball-goers, 
bemused tourists and early rising 
locals from assembling before find 
light 

There were fears that some 
would try to force the police cor- 
don but only one dinner-jacketed 
student toyed briefly with the idea 
of a dash through the lines until one 
of his group shouted: “Who wants 
to jump in the river, anyway. Let’s 
go to the pub.” 

Photograph: Tom Pttscon 


Paper pays for killer’s memoirs 


By Ian tturrelt • 

Home Affeirs Correspondent 


THEmemoirsof a former IRA ter- 
rorist, who has admitted at least 
two murders and was given two Kfe 
sentences, are to be serialised in 
a national newspaper later this 
raonffi. Therevelatkmwffliuel the 
controversy over convictedkillers 
profiting from books about their 
crimes. ; . 

The Prime Minister yesterday 
went on televirion to re-iteraie his 
concerns that child-killer Mary 
Bell had made money from a 
book about her life. “Istifl think 
it is wrong that people make mon- 
ey out of crimes they have com- 
mitted,” Tbngr Blair said.. . 

The Independent basleaiDt that 
the memoirs of reformed IRA 


leader Sean O'Callaghan are to be 
serialised later this month in the 
Daify Telegraph. His book, titled 
The Informer , earned him a large 
advance, reported to be £3 75,000, 
. from Thutsworid Publishers. 

Mr O’Cailaghan, 42, a former 
Sinn Fan councillor who joined the 
IRA at 15, pleaded guilty in 1990 
to murdering peter Flanagan, a 
Royal Ulster Constabulary detec- 
tive, and Eva Martin, an Ulster De- 
fence Regiment soldier, in 1974. 

After the killings, be changed 
his view of the IRA and became a 
valuable informer for the Garda. 
Since his release from prison, af- 
ter serving only eight years of his 
sentence, he has campaigned for 
peace and become a respected au- 
thority on Northern Ireland affairs.- 

Mr O’Callaghan was this week 


arrested by the Garda in Dublin 
and questioned about matters, in- 
cluding the death of John Corco- 
ran an ERA man and Garda 
informant, murdered in 1985. He 
was yesterday freed without charge. 

Thuisworld issued a statement 
yesterday describing Mr 
O’ Callaghan as “an authority on 
the IRA and a working journalist” 
who had spent 20 years “working 
ceaselessly to destroy terrorism”. 

His agent. Bill Hamilton, said: 
“He’s a man who risked his life un- 
der the most dangerous circum- 
stances to subvert terrorism and 
then handed himself in to prison 
in order to pay his debts.” 

/ Confirming that the Daify Tele- 
■'graph would be serialising the 
book this month, he said Mr 
O’Caflagban would be “coming ab- 


solutely dean” about his killings 
and bis role in the IRA. 

. The Daily Telegraph refused to 
comment. Earlier this week its 
editor. Charles Moore, wrote an 
article entitled: “Why we refused 
to serialise the story of Mary Bell” 
He wrote that Bell had not received 
any pardon for her crimes and “re- 
mains guilty”. 

Instead the book. Cries Un- 
heard, was published by the 77mes, 
which paid £40,000 for the serial- 
isation rights. The author, Gitta 
Sereny paid Bell a sum, which un- 
confirmed reports put at £50,000, 
for her collaboration in the project 

Yesterday the Attorney Gen- 
eral, John Morris, said that after 
two days of investigation he could 
find no redress in the law for or- 
dering Bell to repay the money. 


Bonanza for ‘club clique’ as RAC is sold off 


By ftandeep Raroesb 

Transport Correspondent 


THE ROYAL Automobile Club, 
Britain's oldest motoring organi- 
sation, is to be sold to an Ameri- 
can company for£45Gm. And four 
MPs are ampBg a “dub efique” of 
RAC members set to receive a 
£35,000 windfall from the sale. 

The proposed buy-out must be 
approved by the 12,000 members 
of the RAC’s plush Pall Mail club 
in a meeting next month. Among 
this exclusive group are Tory MPs 
Shaun Woodward and Peter Luff 
as well as foe president of the Lib- 
eral Democrats Robert Macteman 
and Labour MP Derek Wyatt, a 
former BSkyB executive. 


Anybody rushing to v carpetbag” 
is too late - even if they could get 
m. There js a sjx-nKmth waiting list 
to use the Pall Mall faeflities-be- 

fcved to have the best Unteh baths 

in London - and a prospective 
member needs to be ‘‘recom- 
mended" by two current dub usets. 

But under its two-tier member- 
ship structure the 6 m “members” 
of the rescue service - who con- 
tribute the bulk of the RAC’s 
profits— wfll not benefit and do not 

need to be consulted about the sale. 

Contacted by The Independent, 
the MPs described the payments 
as “quite incredible". “I have done 
yvhing in earn this. I find it all very 
doubtful,” said Mr Madennan, MP 
for Caithness, Sutherland and 



The logo that means £35,000 
for a select group of members 


Easter Ross. *1 have been a mem- 
ber of the dub for about 10 years. 
Simply because it has a good 
swimming pooL” Sean Woodward, 
MP for Witney and former direc- 
tor of communications, also joined 
for the "poor. *T have no objec- 
tion to the demutualisation. What 
I want is the dub to wort,” be said. 

Others set to receive the cash 


bonuses are designer Paul Smith, 
former Formula One champion 
Damon HTH and journalist Sir 
Robin Day. 

The RAC board has been can- 
vassing support for a switch from 
its mutual status. It has already 
received. 6,700 replies from full 
' members, of which “more than 90 
per cent have been supportive". 
The sale is likely to go ahead later 
this year, after a formal show of 
hands at a meeting in June. 

Cendant, virtually unheard of 
in the UK, has just bought up the 
third largest motoring organisation. 
Green Flag. Its 3m members and 
the RAC’s 5 An will make the new 
motoring support service almost 
equal in size to the AA- 
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Ahern lays down law on IRA weapons 


By Alan Murdoch 

in Dublin 


SINN FEIN has a responsibil- 
ity to ensure the IRA decom- 
missions its weapons if the 
party is to hold executive office, 
Bertie Ahem, the Tkoiseacfi, 
warned yesterday. 

Rejecting a hard-line IRA 
refusal this week to lay down 
arms, he insisted there could be 
no changing of the terms of the 
Good Friday Agreement by 


either government or any par- 
ty, “or the erection of new or 
old preconditions". 

At a private meeting later, 
Mr Ahem is believed to have 
told Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams of his anger at the IRA 
statement. Under the agree- 
ment all parties agree to “work 
constructively and in good faith 
to achieve rieRnnunigsimimg all 
arms within two years”. 

Launching his Fianna Fhil 
party’s campaign for a “yes* 


vote in the 22 May Northern 
Ireland Agreement referen-. 
dum, Mr Ahem repudiated 
IRA claims that the poll did not 
amount to an act of national 
self-determination, lb encour- 
age purely peaceful moves to 
unification by consent, he said 
the option of “a further act of 
self-determination at a future 
- date” remained. 

He pointedly criticised the 
-British Anoty's continuing high 
profile in Sonth Armagh, saying 


it was unfortunate, nearly 12 
months into a ceasefire, that peo- 
ple there “should still be treat- 
ed as if they were living in 
occupied territory”. He said It 
contributed nothing to the peace 
that they were facing “unac- 
ceptable” levels of harassment 
within a landscape wberethe nu- 
merous watchtowers were “rem- 
iniscent of the former Iron 
Curtain countryside". 

Rejecting hard-line repub- 
lican opposition to the peace 


process. Mr Ahem said no one 
could presume the hunger 
striker Bobby Sands would 
have opposed the peace initia- 
tives of republican leaders to- 
day. 

This was aimed at Sinn Fein 
dissi dents led by Mr Sands’ sis- 
ter, Bernadette San(%McKe- 
vitt. Urging armed grgnps “to 
accept that the ware over" he 
cited the recent disbanding of 
the German Red Army Faction. 
“Fundamentalist! is sterile and 


leads nowhere except to point- 
less grief,” he said. 

The chair man of the multi- 
party Stormont talks, former - 
US senator George Mitchell, 
said yesterday that the IRA’s 
stance came as no surprise. - 
“That has been , their position 
all along.” A tune-frame lay 
within the Agreement for deal- 
ing with arms, and people 
should not be deterred by such 
statements. Mr Mitchell was in- 
Du Win to receive a honorary 


Doctor of Laws, degree .from. 
Trinity College university. 

■ South African government 
ministers Mac Maharajand 
Matthews Phosa, of the ANG 
yesterday joined Sinn Fein vice- 
president Pal Doherty and ex- 
ecutive member Martin Ferris, a 


peace processes in both cbantiies 
with rep ublican mmatES at For- 
lalofe Pri son S nnflqrdkrcrgdrg is 
were held at the Maze Prison, 
-hear Belfast, on Wednesday. 
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Recycled paper made up 
41.4% of Che raw material for 
UK newspapers in the 
first half of 1997. 


THE weather phenomenon 
known as El Nino has been 
blamed for Ieavizg a trail of de- 
struction around the world, but 
in a small comer of rural Eng- 
land it has been responsible for 
one happy occasion. 

One of the 1,000 swans kept 
at Abbotsbuiy Swannery, near 
Weymouth in Dorset, has 
hatched the earliest cygnet bom 
there for 600 years. 

The infld weather caused by 
El Nino caused the cygnet to 
break out of his shell four 
weeks early. 

John Houston, of the Sub- 
Tropical Gardens nearby, said: 
“The first baity swan of the year 
is always eagerly awaited in 
Dorset, as local tradition says it 
signals the start of summer." 

Elsewhere the bank holiday 
weekend looks set to be cloudy 
and overcast. 

A spokesman for the Met 
Office said, there would be 
some s unshin e in the central 
and southern regions but show- 
ers were expected. “Tempera- 
tures wB! be average for the time 
of year- around 12 or 13C-but 
on the whole it will be pretty 
nondescript,” he said. . 

For those heading abroad, 
Heathrow airport was handling 
147,000 passengers onSaturday . 
and 155,000' on Sunday, with 
New York, Amsterdam, Dublin, 
Paris and Edinburgh the main 
destinations. 



New editor 
for ‘The 
Independent’ 


By PaulMcCan'n 

Media Editor 


Party pooper: Peter Lilley at Conservative HQ in London after a feeble attack on Labour’s first year 


Photograph: Neville Elder 


Labour celebrates without style 


By Fran Abrams 

Fblrtical Correspond ait 


AS a news event, Labour's first an- 
niversary rated the headline: ‘‘Small 
celebration somewhere In the North. 


mg StreeL breaking only to meet wm- 
ners of a newspaper competition. The 
only liquid refreshment was tea. 

The party was riding high in the 
polls and there was plenty to cele- 
brate. But the nearest thing to an an- 


Not rttany drank.” In a frenzy of anti- ‘ niversary bash, was a dinner ..in. 
triumphalism, Tony Blair's minders’ Newcastle, hosted by Mo MoWbfcn 
decreed that the hi g hli g ht of his day and featuring Frier Mandebqnas af- 
shog&Tbea meeting with readers of^er^biner speakg$g£ spokesman 
regitmal newspapers- “I can't see in said, the dinner was an annual event 
his diary an opportunity for cham- and did not constitute an official com- 
pagne," a spokesman noted. Mr memoration of last year’s victory 
Blair spent tire day working in Down- Mr Blair spent die evening in Hie 


Hague at a Labour Day event or- 
ganised by the Dutch Prime Minis- 
ter; Wim Kofc. Before leaving, be gave 
an anniversary television interview in 
which he confided that his true “pas- 
sions” were hospitals and schools. 
There bad been a “good start bat . 
there’s a lot more to do”. . 

The Conservatives toned down 
jbeir own anniversary; bash, pre- 
sumably to chim e with Labour's low- 
key approach. A press conference 
originally bQied as starring William 
Hague promised an opportunity to 


help the Government “blow out then- 
candles”. It was actually fronted fay 
Peter Liilej; shadow chancellor; and 
Rands Maude, shadow culture min- 
ister: Fbr a moment it seemed they 
might expose clandestine revelling in 
Labour ranks. But it turned dot 
that when Mr Maude said he had 40 
examples, or ministers “up to their 
neck in thetooogh," hemeantpown 
er had gone to Labour’s head. No, the 
Conservatives were dearly as disap- 
pointed as the rest of the country. 

Man of the moment, page 17 


INDEPENDENT Newspapers (UK), 
the owner of The Independent and In- 
dependent on Sunday , has appointed 
Simon Kelner as the new editor of both 
newspapers. 

Mr Kelner, 40, was a member of 
The Independent's founding staff and 
comes back to the paper from the Mad 
on Sunday's “Night and Day" maga- 
zine where he has been editor for the 
last two years. Mr Kelner said yester- 
day. “The Independent is a paper 
founded on the principles of journal- 
istic excellence. With the backing of 
Independent Newspapers and their de- 
termination to invest in the long- 
term future of the titles T intend to 
focus on those qualities. They made 
The Independent great and they will 
make it great again." 

He added: “I am excited about the 
prospect of moving TheTndependent 
forward in challenging times and in a 
very competitive marketplace. " 

Ian Birr ell. executive editor of the 
Daily Mail, is to become deputy edi- 
tor of The Independent. 

Brendan Hopkins, chief executive 
of Independent Newspapers (UK), 
said: “These appointments underline 
our commitment to the future of The 
Independent and to strengthening the 
editorial resource. 

“We expect to be in a position to 
announce a number of further senior 
appointments in the near future.” 

Andrew Marr, editor-in-chief of the 
two newspapers, has derided to leave 
the newspaper to follow other carter 
opportunities. Mr Hopkins said: “We 
thank Andrew for his roniributfon We 
continue to hold him in the highest re- 
gard and wish him every success." 
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Outlook fbr the next few days 
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no-one makes it easier for you to get on-line than demon , the uk's number one internet service provider . 
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year . for your free 30-day trial cd and brochure , call us on 0800 458 9666 . or scribble your name and address 
anywhere on this ad , then tear it out and send it to us at freepost demon ( yes , that's ail you have to write) . 
it really is that simple, only easier. j^> DemOIl Internet 





rw- 

V 'V 1 


more people get on with us 


h. 

jw./- 

T: 



0800 458 9666 


hr , 

i*. ; 


IN0205A 


www.demon.net email : sales@demon.net 





Po 




4 


3/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 2 MAY 19*8 


■ . .i'V, 


ew 


edit 


,r ‘Th, 


or 


dep 


ende 


Df 





M 



r«# V 


4 




;'«■ «r 


*??£ ■« 


A club 
whose 
name is 
worth 
£450m 


By Randeep ftamesh 

Transpo rt Correspondent 

THE, remarkable rise and rise of the 
RAC continued yesterday. Founded 
by the prolific inventor Frederick 
Simms more than a century ago, it has 
risen to become a distinctly British 
marque at the end of the rafllennhira. 

It Is for its “brand” that US con- 
cern Cendant paid £450 hl The Amer- 
ican giant only last month gobbled up 
Britain's car parking empire and the 
nation’s third largest motoring or- 
ganisation Green Flag. Putting these 
elements together, Cendant will have 
now nearly more than 45 per cent of 
the breakdown market. 

Industry insiders said die RAC sale 
was likely to be referred to the Office 
for Fair Trading as it would see two 
entities - the new RAC and AA - 
holding more than 90 per cent of 
market. 

What many will also bemoan is the 
loss of another great British institu- 
tion. Taking its cue from the conver- 
sion of major building societies to 
banks, the RAC decided to sell up. 
The reason, say its managers, is that 
it will be able to fund ambitious plans. 

Executives at the RAC have long 
been concerned that the motoring or- 
ganisation would not have the money 
to invest in new technology - such as 
electronic mapping - that it would 
need in the near future. As the mo- 
toring organisation makes only £I0m 
profit on £250m of sales, it executives 
were never likely to be able to realise 
their dreams. 

So feelers were put out 28 months 
ago - the proposed sale attracted 
much interest. More than 20 bidders 
from the UK and overseas expressed 
desire. But none could match the 
£450m laid on the table by Cendant 

When the RACs motoring services 
pass into American bands, 12,000 full 
members of the dub will get windfall 
payments of up to £35,000. 



PC faces 
jail for 
raping two 
teenagers 


By Jason Bennetto 
and Ben)a/nin Todd 


The RAC has come a long way since the 1950s (above) and life members now include Peter Luff MP (below left) and Richard Wilson 


This nearly doubles the amount on 
offer from Jeffrey Rose, the RAC’s 
former chairman. His final act was to 
write to all the full members saying 
that “professional advisers” had val- 
ued the stakes at “a sum of £20,000”. 
None of this will be of concern to the 
5.8m members of the RAC’s break- 
down service - who will get nothing 
in cash. 

Full members of the dub, for a 
£620 signing-on fee and another £600 
a year, can swim in the central Lon- 
don RAC chib or play golf at Wood- 
cote Park country dub, near Epsom, 
Surrey. 

Under the board’s plan they will 
see a 2,800 per cent increase in their 
investment 

Among members expecting a 
windfall fromthe proposed takeover 


are motor racing champions Nigel 
Mansell and the actor Rithard 
WDson. 

The RAC insisted that its name 
would carry on and that there would 
be improved services - but no extra 
cash. 

Membeis of the Pall Mall dub will 
vote on the deal at the company's an- 
nual meeting next month and it 
is hoped the acquisition will be 
concluded by the end of the 
summer. 

The Queen is the patron of the 
RAC, while the president is Prince 
Michael of Kent Other full members 
indude the gossip columnist Nigel 
Dempster, the fanner British LeyJ and 
car company chief Sir Michael Ed- 
wardes and the former motor racing 
superstar Stirling Moss. 



A POLICE officer was convict- 
ed yesterday crf“date” raping two 
teenagers and indecently as- 
saulting a third woman after 
chatting them up while on duty. 

In all three cases Constable 
John Bloli, 33, tricked his vic- 
tims into returning home with 
him on their first date, where he 
raped or molested them after his 
sexual advances where resisted. 

The former professional 
footballer, who was said to re- 
gard himself as “gorgeous” and 
“seme kind of sexual Olympian", 
now faces a long prison sentence 
and the sack. The officer from 
Cleveland Police was cleared by 
the jury at Leeds Crown Court 
of three charges of indecent as- 
sault and the judge ordered that 
erne charge of rape and three in- 
decent assaults be laid on file. 

Bloct’s victims, all of whom 
were from Tfeesside area, trust- 
ed him because of his job and 
initially failed to report the at- 
tacks because they thought they 
would not be believed against 
the word of a policeman. He 
had denied all the charges. 

His first victim was a 36-year- 
old college student he met in 
August 1993. He arranged a date 
and on the night told her he 
needed to drive to his home to 
pick something up. Once inside 
he forced her into the bed- 
room, pulled her to the floor and 
raped her. He then stood her up 
and raped her a second time. 

In November 1994, Blott 
indecently assaulted an Inland 
Revenue worker, aged 22, he 
chatted up while on duty out- 
side Middlesbrough town hall. 

He arranged to take her for 
a drink, but drove her to his 
home and showed her pho- 
tographs of him with topless 
women. He pulled her to the 


floor, fondled her breasts, and 
told her three times: ‘‘You know 
Tm going to rape you tonight.” 
When she continued to resist his 
advances Blott masturbated in 
front of her and then watched 
football on television. 

The second rape took place 
in March 1995, when Blott at- 
tacked an 18-year-old garage re- 
ceptionist twice in his living 
room, leaving her “stunned, 
drained and utterly disgusted”. 

Blott of New Maiske. near 
Redcar, Geveland, boasted in 
interviews with police that he 
was a good looking man who 
had picked up hundreds of 
women during his 10 years with 
the Cleveland force. 

“In uniform they seem to 
throw themselves at me. 1 could 
not count the number of girls I 
have gone out with. I must 
have slept with at least 300, so 
Tm hardly sex-starved,” he said. 

Blott was remanded in cus- 
tody until 15 May for sentencing. 
He remained impassive in court 
as the judge told him he could 
expect a “substantial” jail term. 

After the verdicts, Blott s so- 
licitor, Simon Catterall, said: 
“He doesn’t believe he has 
done anything wrong and he wiD 
take his denials to the grave.” 

Chief Inspector Dave Mar- 
tin, from Cleveland Police, lat- 
er said the detectives had 
spoken to hundreds of women 
during their inquiry into Blott’s 
behaviour. Blott had “let the 
force down and disgraced the 
uniform that he wore”, he said. 

Rape convictions against 
police officers are rare. In 1995 
Michael Seear. 25, was cleared 
of raping a fellow constable a 
station section house after a 
New Year party. In December 
1995, PC Adam Grice -Roberts, 
32, was jailed for having un- 
lawful sexual intercourse with a 
15 -year-old girl in his patrol car. 


Demon of the Internet cashes in 
his chips to make £33m fortune 


IN THE NEWS 


CLIFF STANFORD 


CUFF Stanford has two passions: playing 
on the Internet and making money. After 
selling his company. Demon, he now has 
bagfuls of the latter - £33m, to be precise 
_ and plenty of time to indulge in the for- 
mer. writes Kathy Marks. 

Demon, for those readers unacquaint- 
ed with the key players in cyberspace, is 
Britain’s largest provider of Internet access. 
Mr Stanford founded it in 1992 with 
£20,000 and sold it to ScottishTelecom yes- 
terday for £66m, pocketing half himself. 

Despite building a fortune on the back 
of the anorak brigade* Mr Stanford, 44, is 
dearly not just a computer nerd. He has a 
flair for business and ahead for figures be 
learm book-keeping from his mother at the 
age of 10 and started out as an accountant. 
^ But the bey to Demon’s success is the 
prescience with which, in the early 1990s, 
he anticipated the extraordinary explosion 
in demand for the Internet, hitherto the pre- 
serve of academics. - ■ . 

It was Mr Stanford’s establishment of 
e first low-cost dial-up savte - sat* 
were offered access for just £10-a 



Cliff Stanford: 1 Eke having money but 
it would be no fan to vnrt k on the pools? 


month - that democratised the Net, open- 
ing it up to a whole generation of “techies”. 
Operating out of cramped offices in north 
LonifoTi, Demon had 1,000 subscribers 
within six months. 

Mr Stanford grew up in Southend-on 
Sea, Essex, where he helped his mother out 
with her book-keeping jobs and was run- 
ning payrolls by the age of 15. 

His entrepreneurial skills were appar- 
ent early on. At 14, when he was selling lo- 
cal newspapers as a part-time job, he 


devised a marketing scheme that would en- 
able him to win a competition to sell the 
largest number of copies. 

He joined a Billericay accountancy firm 
after leaving school, bat quit in 1983 to 
found a computer programming company. 
Impetus. Sadly, reports that he worked out 
of the boiler room of his local cinema in 
Southend are apocryphal 

Mr Stanford, who set up Demon with 
Giles Tbdd, the former technical director, 
has always been explicit about the motives 
that drive him: to make as much money as 
posable as quickly as possible. 

So is £33m enough to be getting on with? 
“There’s no such thing as enough money,” 
he said yesterday. “I like having money in 
my pocket, I like buying nice things. But it 
would be no fun to win it on the football 
pools. The thrill for me is to make it through 
big successful business deals.” 

Mr Stanford, who is married with an 11- 
year-old son, is in no hurry to spend his new- 
found wealth. He has treated himself to a 
Saab convertible, but has no other plans to 
splash out. Nor is he about to rest on bis lau- 
rels. He has another business venture up his 
sleeve, soon to be announced. But he hopes 
to have more free time now that Demon is 
off his hands. “Ifor the last she years, ray hob- 
bies have been the Internet, the Internet and 
frie Internet," he said. “Now at least I might 
get the chance to play on it again.” 
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New-found galaxy is oldest ever seen 


66 


By Charles Arthur 

Science and Technology 

. 

A NEWLY discover^ 8*j«V 

has given astronomers a look 

back wa time when 

was less than 800 nulkon years 

most distant object 

Infindingathesaen^m- 

eluding Dr Rictoid ^^™ 

from Cambridge 
have displaced the 

record-holder just wee ' 

9 after it discovered^ 

veree of discovering many tarn 
edge offline- He tola the 1 

nal Science Nws that ”**■ 


a technique for searching for 
distant galaxies 'We'te in new 
territory here.” 

Marie Dickinson, at Johns 
Hopkins University in Balti- 
more, said: "It’s quite plausible 
that some of these [galaxies] are 
young objects that are going off 
. for the first time and making 

stars.” . , , 

Such early starbirth could 
have key lessons for scientists. 
Esther Hu, of Ihe University of 

Hawaii in Honolulu, said: As 
any mother could tell yoiL a 

year’s growth makes a much iagr 

ger difference in appearance 

and character in a toddler than 

in someone aged 20. 

The newly-found galaxy lies 
some 123 bUlion light years 


from the Earth. From that 
distance, its light would have 
started travelling towards us 
when the universe was less than 
800 million yeais-old - about 
one-fourteenth of its present 
age, generally estimated at 
around 13 billion years. 

The astronomers discovered 
it by the “red shift” of its light 
-theaaxnmtofstretdunginihe 
wavelengths, caused by the 
ongoing expansion of the uni- 
verse. 

With everything in the uni- 
verse moving away from every- 
thing else as the impetus from 
the Big Bang makes space 
expand, the size of the red shift 
is the key element in measur- 
ing absolute distance. 


The latest sighting was made 
with one of the two 10-metre 
twin Keck telescopes on Mount 
Mauna Kea, Hawaii, the world’s 
most powerful optical observa- 
tories. 

The new galaxy’s age, dating 
'from about 60 million years ear- 
lier in cosmic history than the 
previous record holder, a galaxy 
found by another team m 
March, could hold significant in- 
formation for astronomers. Full 
details of the discovery are to 
be published in the journal. 4x- 
trophyskal Journal Letters. 

The astronomers found the 
galaxy by looking for a partic- 
ular type of high-energy radia- 
tion entitled by lydrcgen atoms 

as massive stars form. 



fefe - . - 


For Mum and Dad, | 
three promises. 


We promise you’ll save money on your phone 
bill. Or we’H give you back double the difference. 

There are more important tilings in life than keeping an eye 
on the telephone bill Which is why we promise we’JI save you 
money compared to BT (even if you’ve got Friends & Family 
and Premieriine). Or we’ll give you back double the difference.* 
It’s one less tiling to worry about. Even if you’ve got daughters. 

You can do it now. 

The sooner you switch to Cable & Wireless, the sooner you'll 
start saving money. It’s easy. You don’t even have to change 
your phone number.* And you can make all the arrangements 
now with one free phone calL 

You can chat as long as you like for just 50p. 

Every Saturday until the end of September 1998 all national calls 
cost no more than 50jx however long you talk.** And you 
automatically get 100 minutes of local evening calls free, every 
single month. They could come in very handy - because 
daughters do talk, don’t they! And you’ve only to call us free 
now to find out more. 


FreeCal! 0800 056 8778 

What can we do for you? 



CABLE & WIRELESS 
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Police investigate 
minister’s expenses 


Bjr Fran Abrams 

Political Co-respondent 

HELEN LIDDELL, the Treasury 
minister, was under police investi- 
gation yesterday after an allegation 
of irregularities in her election ex- 
penses. However, il seemed highly 
unlikely that any charges would be 
brought. 

The allegation concerned a do- 
nation made to Ms Liddells Airdrie 
and Shot is constituency party which 
was not mentioned on her expense 
return after the 1997 general elec- 
tion. Labour sources suggested there 
was no need to mention it because 
it was not given during the election 
campaign. 

Figures released by Labour yes- 
terday showed that the MP, who has 
been tipped for promotion to the 
cabinet, spent £4.572 on her cam- 
paign against a limit of £7,000. 

Patrick Moran, a former local 
party treasurer who was recently vot- 


ed out of office, claimed a £400 
cheque from the shop workers’ 
union Usdaw and an individual do- 
nation of £10 were undeclared by 
Mrs Liddell's agent Karen Turnbull 
when the return was Sled. 

Last night, the Labour Party dis- 
missed the allegation and said it was 
confident the police would take the 
matter no further. 

A Labour source said: “There’s 
no question of irregularity. The 
party is entirely confident there is 
nothing in the unfounded and mi- 
nor allegations made by a single in- 
dividual who has an axe to grind.’' 

Yesterday’s development was the 
second such embarrassment for 
Labour. Last week, the Labour MP 
for Newark, Fiona Jones, was 
charged under the Representation 
of the People Act with filing inac- 
curate returns on her election ex- 
penses. 

Although Ms Liddell has a 15,000 
majority over the Scottish National 


Party, beT Airdrie and Shorts con- 
stituency was at the centre of con- . 
troveisy over allegations of sleaze in 
Monklands District Council. Shc‘ 
took a strong stance against cor- 
ruption. 

Mrs Liddell entered Parliament 
in 1994 after winning the Monklands 
East by-election following the death 
of the then Labour leader- John 
Smith. Hie campaign was acrimo- 
nious and marked by allegations of 
wrong-doing by the Monklands 
Council which lad Labour to launch 
an inquiry. 

Opposition politicians used the 
new allegation as proof that there 
was still internal strife among 
Labour members in the Monklands 
area. A spokesman for the Scottish 
■National Party said: “This is an ex- 
tremely serious allegation. 

“Labour has been in trouble in 
many areas of the Central Belt 
throughout the last year and this may 
be more of the same.” . 
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Canvas of opinion: The final day of judging in London yesterday for the 1998 BP Portrait Award* Top prize is £10,000 ?nd the best . 
of the 600 entries will be exhibited at the National Portrait Gallery, which organises the event Photograph: Andrew Buumran 

^ — — . — Irish terror suspect is shot 

• A SUSPECTED member of a dissident hardline Irish republi- 

can group was shot and injured by police last night during an at- 
cdariconam jnn-OQft.. tempted raid on a security van in the Irish Republic. 

«£ os&M . iSSSSJ The shooting followed a police surveillance operation in Co 

Wicklow and first reports raid the shot man was seriously bun. 

Five men were arrested after the incident and police recov- 
ered a number of weapons, including a rocket launcher. 

Also found at the scene was an assault rifle and two handguns. 
The gunmen were understood to have set irpa roadblock near 
Ashford on the main Wicklow-Dublin road in a bid to hold up 
»"» us ihnasStaEo Buttvm brv a security van transporting cash. They were confronted by armed 

BMEtSO t99* I police and there was an exchange of fire, during which one of 
HMiAnt» the raiders was hit. No police officers were injured.. 
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Fashanu hunted by police 
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I JUSTIN FASHANU, the former football player, is being hunted 
by the police in the United States after being charged with sex- 
ually assaulting a 17-year-old male student • - 

The teenager claims he woke up in bed after a drinking ses- 
sion to find the footballer allegedly performing a sex act 

Fashanu was questioned and charged but when officers later 
went to search his flat in EUicott City, Maryland, they discovered 
he had left with his clothes and personal belongings* a Howard 
County police spokesman said. Mr Fashanu moved to Maryland 
earlier this year to coach with the newly formed Maryland Ma- 
nia football team. The alleged incident happened on 25 March. 

Escaped paedophile caught 

A PAEDOPHILE who was on the loose far almost 48 hours af- 
ter slipping, away from two guards during an escorted trip to a 
swimming pool was recaptured by police yesterday. 

David Marker, 62, disappeared from the Abraham Moss leisure 
centre in CrumpsalL Manchester, on Wednesday. But a police 
patrol spotted him in the Urmston area yesterday morning and 
he was being held at a police station somewhere in Greater Man- 
chester, awaiting an escorted transfer to Stockton Hall Mental 
Health Hospital, York. 

The Department of Health said the private hostel which 
arranged Marker’s visit to the pool would now be expected to 
review its procedures and prepare a report into the incident 

Welsh quango chief quits 

THE chairman of the Welsh Development Agency yesterday re- 
signed in the run-up to its reorganisation under the Government’s 
devolution plans. Mr David Rowe-Beddoe said he would step down 
before his current contract expires next June. 

But he also confirmed that he would apply to be chairman of 
the new expanded WDA when the post -- the key public job in 
Wiles - was advertised and determined by open competition un- 
der the new Welsh assembly. 


Sally Croft 


AN ARTICLE in yesterday's Independent, stated that Sally Croft, 
one of the two former members of the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
sea released from a prison sentence in the United States had been 
convicted of attempted murder. In fact the charge was conspir- 
acy to murder. We apologise for the error. 
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Spring brings a 
lull before the 
ice-storm ahead 


F rom the ridge sheltering 
the Sherpa village of 
Dingboche from the 
north, the first thing that struck 
us was the new green of barley 
snoots in the patchwork of 
stone-wail enclosed fields. 

Spring is jua taking hold in 
these most northerly fields of 
the Khumbu and after weeks of 
looking on nothing but ice and 
rock the effect is profound. 

It is like a lure. Further 
down the colours will be 
warmer as the rhododendrons, 
primulas and briar roses start 
into bloom. But Dingboche, at 
4350m, is as far down the val- 
ley as our Himalayan Kingdoms 
Expeditions group will descend. 
In three days, we will be back 
at Base Camp waiting for the 
weather that will allow us to 
make a bid for the top. 

The five-hour descent to 
Dingboche took us past the 
memorials to Sherpas who have 
died serving climbing expedi- 
tions in the Everest region. 
Decked with prayer flags, these 
sad memorials stand along a 
crest with the highest peaks of 
the Himalayas to the North and 
the lower valleys of the Khum- 
bu, where the men would oth- 
erwise have tended their fields 
of potatoes and buckwheat. 

Onr retreat to one of the 
many trekker lodges at around 
the 4,000m level is standard pro- 
cedure for Everest climbers 
shortly before their big push. I 
have certainly got thinn er and 
my muscles have become wast- 
ed during our weeks of accli- 
matisation at high camps, 
including Camp 3 at some 7300 
metres on the Lhotse Face. 
Hopefully a few days of yak 
steaks, hash browns with 
cheese, bread and honey and 
the Nepali-brewed San Miguel 
beer in the Snow Lion Lodge 
will put a bit of fat back on. 

Base Camp, when we left, 
was in a state of transition. 
Some dimbeis were still up high 
completing their accli m ati s ation 
and others had already left for 
a spot of R&R in the (com- 
paratively) oxygen-rich air of 
places like our own Dingboche. 
Meanwhile, Sherpas from the 
various expeditions were com- 
pleting the job of fixing lines to 
the South Col and stocking 
the high camps with oxygen. 

Several of us have brought 
down coughs and various oth- 
er ailments that we hope will 
clear in these more normal 
conditions. My own, fairly slight 
hack, seems to have gone al- 
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STEPHEN GOODWIN 


Everest Diary 

Dingboche 

most overnight. But there is a 
gamble to staying at a lodge. 
Trekkers are quite likely to 
have brought up new bugs and 
the Sherpa children are positive 
germ factories. 

Getting back to full health 
is a primary objective of Uly 
Leonard, who has the distinc- 
tion of being the team member 
who has been highest on Ever- 
est. In 1995, the 41-year old 
American reached 8300m, just 
below the south summit, when 
chest -high snow forced a halt. 
“If 1 hadn't been successful for 
some other reason to do with 
myself, I guess I might not 
have come back. But I felt it 
was just bad luck and in 
normal snow conditions I could 
have readied the s ummi t,” she 
said. 

Lily is shaking off a bad 
cough, but it, and the exigencies 
of time, have probably put paid 
to a bold plan to climb not only 
Everest but its neighbours 
Lhotse (8301m) and Nuptse 
(7,S79m) in the same trip. 

An administrator in a bro- 
kerage office in Hong Kong, 
Lily took to climbing when, as 
she says, she “became too old 
and too slow to chase a squash 
ball”. For five years, she was 
member of the then colony's 
squash team. Gratifyiogijy, to me 
at least, she is not one of the “it 
has to be Everest” brigade, 
lily's first intention was td 
climb Lhotse. “I wanted to 
climb an 8,000m peak. Lhotse 
is a more technically interest- 
ing peak than Everest and it's 
cheaper.” And now she says if 
she could pick any peak to be 
successful on, it would be KZ 
the world’s second highest 
mountain and a tick that would 
cany more kudos among 
mountaineers than the one for 
which we currently axe bound. 

“The beauty of moun- 
taineering is it is an excuse to 
go different parts of the world. 
I think I will get as much satis- 
faction if I am successful in this 
venture as 1 did in climbing 
Ama Dablam [6,856m, the cbis- 
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el-head peak that dominates the 
approach walk to Everest], or 
visiting the temples of Angkor 
Wat in Cambodia. And it isn't 
just the geUing to the top or a 
simply visual experience. It's the 
smell of the juniper, the friends 
you make, and the whole feel- 
ing of a trip that makes It 
worthwhile.” 

Lily's summit prospects 
should be helped by her net hav- 
ing a broken leg. Though she 
did not lcncrw it when she turned 
back aL S300m in 1995, she had 
fractured the head of her femur 
in a fall while descending from 
Camp 3 on an acclimatisation 
trip. “If I could get that far with 
a busted wheel, even though I’m 
three years older, I think I'm in 
with a good chance,” she says. 
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Standing stones: 
Memorials to 
Sherpa guides 
who have died 
serving climbing 
expeditions in 
the Everest 
region - a stark 

reminder of the 
dangers ahead 

Photograph: 
Stephen Goodwin 
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Challenge to 


road secrets 


By Lo ua ejury tolls, should go ahead Mr How- 

ell, for the Alliance Against the 
OPPONENTS of a controver- Birmingham Northern Relief 


sial £370m bypass scheme dial- Road, yesterday asked the High 
lenged the Government in the Court in London to force the 


High Court yesterday over its Government to be more nby 
refusal to disdose secret doc- quashing a refusal to reveal in- 


uments on the plan. 


formation from the agreement. 


John Howell QC, for the signed in 1992, excluding those 
campaigners, said the Govern- parts covered by commercial 


merit's unwillingness to give confidentiality. 


details ofa deal with the private John Prescott last year said be 


company to build the Binning- would not desdoseanypartofit 


ham Northern Relief Road was 
“flawed and unlawful". 


But Mr Howell said that un- 
der European Union directives 


He accused John Prescott, anawingfreedomofacoesstoio- 
Secretary of State for Envi- formation on the environment. 


ronment, Transport and the the Government could not keep 
Regions, of acting in breach of the whole agreement secret just 


his statutory duly to allow the 
public access to information. 


because it might contain “some 
information’’ which was com- 


Labour once opposed the mertially sensitive. 


scheme. But when in power, the The rest of the information 


Government said last July that “must be disclosed unless it is 
the 27-mile road, to be built by incapable of being separated 


a private company. Midland from any information which is 
Expressway and paid for by protected”. 



Stop line: Birmingham relief road protesters outside the High Court in London yesterday Phocoffaph: Stefan Rousseau/PA 


Shopping this weekend? 


Don’t forget the list. 
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By Lome jury 


THE En^sh Cricket Board has 
apologised and paid a “sub- 
stantial” sum' to a .Lord’s re- 
ceptionist who took it to an 
industrial tribunal. 

In a case that confirmed 
fears of sexism in the higher 
echelons of English cricket, 
the tribunal beard that There- 
sa Harold had been pressured 
into having an abortion after a 
brief affair with a club execu- 
tive, and that she was later dis- 
missed. 

She won her sexual dis- 
crimination claim against the 
board, but the. next day, Tim 
Lamb, its chief executive, crit- 
icised her for making wbat he 
called “pretty hurtful allega- 
tions 7 ’. 

Ms Hamid, from south Lon- 
don, immediately demanded a 
formal apology and damages, 
on top of the settlement due 
from the tribunal bearing. 

Yesterday the ECB acted to 
stop the row going further by is- 
suing a joint statement with Ms 
Hamid's solicitors, in which 
Lord MacLaurin expressed 
“sincere regret” for any distress 
caused by the tribunal and 
“subsequent press statements”. 

It said: “Lord MacLaurin 
has assured Miss Hanild that 
the ECB had no intention of 
suggesting that she had done 
other than provide an honest 
recollection of events to the in- 
dustrial tribunal. 

“And he has conveyed the 
apology of the ECB to There- 
sa Hanild for any statements 
made which might have given 
a contrary impression.” 

The board will pay a “sub- 
stantial sum” to Ms Hanild and 
her legal costs, the statement 
said. 

At the tribunal, Ms Hanild 
said she had been told by Mr 
Lamb that it would be the 
“best thing all round” if she got 
rid of the baby. 

“I felt I was being pres- 
surised into a decision 1 didn’t 
want to make,” she said. “He 
told me that if the rightcareer 
opportunities came along. I 
couldn't be considered if I was 
pregnant or had to look after 
the children.” 

She said that following the 
abortion she became severely 
depressed and was pressured 
into giving up her job, before 
being dismissed. 


She also accused Mr Lamb 
of being a sexist and a bufiy who 
calle d women cricketers “(tykes 
and lesbians”. 

- Mr Lamb denied the. alle- 
gations of sexism and claimed 
the board behaved sympathet- 
ically. u ■ 

However, Nick Maniner, 
the development officer with 
whom she had the affair,, con- 
firmed be had paid -for _ the 
abortion and apologised - for 
his part in the controversy^ 
The panel at the Central 
London tribunal ruled in 
March that she had been pres-, 
sured into having an abortion 



Theresa Harrfld (top) has 
won a final apology over 
Tim Uunbfe attack 


and was unlawfully dismissed. 

However, Tim Lamb criti- 
cised the decision afterwards, 
saying: “We are pretty appalled 
by what are some pretty hurt- 
ful allegations.” 

He refused to explain why 
Ms Hanild had lost her job and 
claimed: “We thought we act- 
ed in an entirety appropriate 
manner and in good faith." 

The industrial tribunal came 
only weeks after the Maryle- 
bone Cricket Qub failed to vote 
with a big enough majority to 
admit women members. 


Safety fear for 


rail workers 


By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


CONTRACTORS on the na- 
tion's rail network are fading to 
follow stringent safety rules - 
which could lead to a “poten- 
tially catastrophic accident", 
according to an industry safe- 
ty review. 

The study conducted by rail 
companies such as Eurostar, 
Virgin Tr ains and Rail track, 
the owner of the nation's trade, 
stations and signalling, high- 
lighted a number of concerns. 

According to the report — 
published last month, but un- 
reported at the time -there has 
bom “a worrying trend in the 
number of incidents which 
could have led to serious acci- 
dents". 

Most serious has been that 
when track maintenance ma- 
chines enter work sites where, 
according to a Railtrack 
spokesman, workers “were not 
adequately warned”. 

Another problem is that pro- 
tection systems have been in- 
stalled at the wrong locations. 
The report, entitled “The Rail- 
way Group Safety Review" is 
compiled by 52 partners, says: 
“Many of the accidents can 
dearly be put down to a lade of 
competence or ate knowledge by 
individuals, and the infrastruc- 
ture contractors must take the 
lead in addressing these issues.” 

The Rail, Maritime and 
Transport Union - which has 
raised a number of safety con- 


& 


cerns about the privatised rail- 
way industry, also highlighted 
a recent case were two track 
workers were drug-tested and 
found to have traces of heroin. 
Both were sacked - but turned 
up working for another con- 
tractor a few weeks later. 

However, Rafitrack said that 
the company “continued to dri- 
ve continuous improvements m 
all aspects of safety". :A • j 
spokesman added: “We had . ; 
zero levels of deaths for work- . 
ers on the railway last year — the 
first time for 150 years." 

News of the report comes as 
rail chiefs investigate how two rf 
rush-hour commuter trains al- 
most collided. The near miss 
happened on Thursday during 
a morning rush hour just out- i 
side Cannon Street station in } 
London - scene of a fatal acci- 
dent in 1991. \ 

In other recent safety inri- 
depts, railway track workers re- 
ported a contractor forgetting 
to put up a 20mph speed re- 
striction on a 70 mph route 
when work was being carried . 
out and concrete sleepers wear- 
mg the track away. 

The latest report, which is f 
signed, among others, by Lon- 
don Transport, Heathrow Ex- 
press and Balfour Beatty, says - 
problems can occur when con- :? jj 
tractors lake control of trade at ? 
short notice, leading to “con- 
fusion and misunderstanding". %• . 
It calls for assurances that “all 
work on the railway is proper- 
ly planned in advance 1 ’. i 
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Doctors targeted in battle against abortion 


fy Louise jury 

AN’n-abortioo campaigners 
»e to enroorage women who 
ajffer illness or mental trauma 
? ter a termination to sue the 
doctors responsible for allow- 
mg the operation. 

In a new tactic, immediate- 
ly condemned by opponents, 
the anu-abonion group Life 
hopes to challenge attitudes to 
terminations through the 
Couns - Professor Jack Scans- 


brick. Life’s national chairman, 
said there was now “conclusive” 
medical evidence that abortions 
left women at vastly increased 
risk of conditions including 
breast cancer, infertility and 
mental breakdown. 

Under the 1967 Abortion 
Act, two doctors have to be sat- 
isfied that an abortion is nec- 
essary to prevent damage to 
either the mother or her haby’s 
health. 

But Life claims that as the 


evidence suggests termination 
is more dangerous than a full- 
term pregnancy, doctors could 
now face mass litigation from 
women who were not informed 
of the risks. 

Professor Scarisbrick said: 
“We believe the medical evi- 
dence now conclusively shows 
the dangers. Report after report 
shows that procured abortion 
is one of the most dangerous 
procedures a woman can un- 
dergo and yet the abortion in- 


dustry refuses to recognise that 
what they do carries enormous 
risks for women. 

“In this country, we are 
simply sticking our beads in the 
sand about the real conse- 
quences of abortion. 

“We believe the only way we 
are going to get the medical 
profession to acknowledge the 
truth (about abortion) is by go* 
ing to the courts and forcing the 
issue out into the open.” 

Life believes it should not 


use its own money to fund le- 
gal action directly, but intends 
to set up a new freephone tele- 
phone line to advise women on 
the options. 

Professor Scarisbrick said it 
already dealt with large num- 
bers of women who have suf- 
fered problems after abortions, 
and the group knew of at least 
one damages claim due to 
come to court shortly. 

However, a British Medical 
Association spokesman said 


they did not expect a flood of 
litigation. 

“There is no culture of doc- 
tors rubber-stamping abortions. 
Each decision is made for the 
welfare of the mother and 
child. Evidence of the type 
which Life is using for these 
claims does not exist 

“As long as the abortion is 
approved according to the cri- 
teria of the 1 967 Act including 
the fact that the mother has ful- 
ly consented, then it would be 


very difficult to bring a case of 
this nature. 

David Nolan, of the pro- 
choice Birth Control Trust, ac- 
cused Life of switching tactics 
from legislation to litigation be- 
cause it had failed to get the 
1967 Abortion Act scrapped 

“Years of medical research 
into abortion, and its after-ef- 
fects has shown it to be a com- 
pletely safe operation,” he said- 
“Life’s alternative of forcing 
women to continue with un- 


Faulty 
cookers 
‘helped 
spread 
of BSE* 


By Charles Arthur 

Sdence and Technolcgy Editor 

THERMOMETERS were of- 
ten broken or useless on the gi- 
ant “batch” cookers that 
rendering companies used to 
process cattle and anim al feed, 
a former government scientist 
said yesterday. 

In some cases cooker oper- 
ators even had to run their 
hands through the processed 
material after it had cooled 
down to decide if it was ready, 

# Peter Smith told the BSE in- 
quiry in south London. 

His testimony adds weight to 
the contention made by gov- 
ernment scientists since De- 
cember 1987 that inadequate 
beat treatment failed to kill off 
the BSE disease agent when in- 
fected animals were added to 
the cookers. The remains were 
then made into meat and bone 
meal which was added to cat- 
tle feed. 

The parlous state of the 
cookers and the systems used to 
oversee them still existed in the 
late 1980s, when the epidemic 
was at its height, said Mr Smith, 
who worked al the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Fisheries and Fbod 
(Maff) veterinary investigations 
centre in Preston. He said there 
were still inadequate controls at 
11 rendering plants which he 
checked in March and April 
1988, three months after the of- 
ficial declaration about the 
cause of the epidemic. 

“Control was left to (he ex- 
perience of the operator,” Mr 
Smith concluded in 1988. “It is 
surprising the BSE problem 
has not arisen earlier if batch ' 
cooking is a suspect as it is.” 

The inquiry, set up to in- 
vestigate the causes of the BSE 
epidemic and its handling, was 

• adjourned until June. It is due 
to report to the Government by 
the end of the year. 

■ The first prosecution in Eng- 
land for serving beef on the 
bone has been suspended. 
Rother council in east Sussex 
has suspend its case against pub- 
lican AJan Coomber pending 
the outcome of the appeal in a 
similar case in Scotland. 



Sweet talk: Richard Branson at London's Euston Station yesterday for the announcement of Vii-guris first direct service to Blackpool 


Photograph: Reuters 


Blackpool goes in search of an ice-cool image 


By Simon Tait 


RICHARD BRANSON’S Vir- 
gin Trains and Blackpool 
Pleasure Beach have pot to- 
gether a united front for an at- 
tack on enemy territory, the 
south of England. The Black- 
pool Tower; the “Big One” 
roller coaster and even the 
beach have been re-created in 
London's Euston Station in an 
effort to draw southerners to 
the delights of Blackpool Plea- 
sure Beach. 

Variety entertainment, 
born and nurtured in north- 
ern dubs and pier shows is dy- 
ing because of southern 


da Thompson, who runs the 
Pleasure Beach through 
Stageworks productions. And, 
against all hopes, the BBC TV 
documentary about the Plea- 
sure Beach in which she 
starred might have accelerat- 


ed the decline. “That wretched 
TV documentary shoved ns 
back into the Dark Ages again 
as unsophisticated, brash, 
northern entertainment, and 
we left that behind long ago. 
That programme won’t do my 
productions any good, it will 
damage live entertainment 
and it won’t encourage pro- 
moters to come here.” 

This weekend marks the 
launch of the Pleasure Beach’s 
summer season with a new ice 
spectacular, and a new magic 
show starring Richard de \%re 

opening tonight In- two 
months a £2m theatre opens 
with Vladimir, the former 
trapeze star of Cirque dn 
Sdeil, in another new pro- 
duction. “We'd like to be able 
to offer these shows in other 
parts of the country, but it’s 
impossible to get producers to 
come here and see how good 
they are,” said Miss Thomp- 


son, the fourth generation of 

the family which bought tbe 44 

acres of the Pleasure Beach 
101 years ago. “That pro- 
gramme might have been good 
TV, but It was edited so much 
that it bore no relationship to 
what actually happens here. 
W? were not portrayed as I was 
led to believe we would be. 

“It made us look tacky; 
but if people look a little deep- 
er they will see that that’s not 
ns at aU, and what we are do- 
ing is important. Just ask the 
eight and a half million peo- 
ple who come through here 
every year,” she said as she 
took the 26 ice dancers, 22 of 
whom have skated for their 
countries, through their final 
paces before the opening of the 
1998 Hot Ice Show. “This 
show is technically the most 
demanding because it’s based 
on the technique and talent of 
the performers rather than 


themes like Holiday on Ice, 
which rely on sound and tight.” 

In conjunction with Virgin, 
which is starting its first direct 
London-BIackpool line this 
week, the Pleasure Beach is 
bringing its campaign to Lon- 
don with the Easton display. 

But Miss Thompson, whose 
95-year-old grandmother still 

chairs the company, is com- 
peting with opinion shared by 
the Prime Minister; which be- 
lieves facilities in Blackpool are 


no longer good enough. The 
Labour Party is forsaking the 
Golden Mile, kiss-me-quick 
hats and the biggest white- 
knndde ride in the world for its 
conference venae in fevonr or 
southern seaside resorts. 

“Suddenly they’re all too 
posh to come to Blackpool 
when they get power;” said 
Miss Thompson. 

“I don’t understand what 
they want - we have good ho- 
tels, amazing entertainment 


and fine restaurants. We’ve 
been very poorly portrayed in 
the south, and it’s threatening 
to kill the live variety enter- 
tainment we provide. Bat 
Richard Branson has faith 
enough to extend his line here 
and by 2000 we will have a new 

dark ride, using top-of-the- 
line technology, and, we hope, 
oar awn hotel at the Pleasure 
Beach. Wfe are committed to in- 
vest more in our shows, and 
we’re fighting back.” 


wanted pregnancies is nothing 
short of barbaric.” 

Janet Meams, of the National 
Abortion Campaign, said where 
an abortion was necessary, it was 

much safer to terminate than go 
through a ftifl pregnancy. 

“I don’t think Life wdll have 
many takers fix court action, be- 
cause those women who come 
forward will very often have 
other problems unassociated 
until an abortion. It is unfair to 
be using them in this way.” 


Litter louts 
get cash 
incentive 
to clean up 

By Tony Heath 


A CHOCOLATE bar wrapper 
or used tissue deposited in the 
municipal titter bin could be 
worth £5 to the tidy-minded - 
provided the conscientious cit- 
izen is in the precincts of the 
borough of Neath Port Talbot. 

Next week the local council 
is to confirm a scheme wboch car- 
ries echoes of the old News 
Chronicle's “Lobby Ludd" pro- 
motion which urged readers to 
seek the man out, brandish a 
copy of the old Liberal news- 
paper and claim a fiver. 

In South Wales, the crisp 
packet is a prime target Armed 
with a roll of notes, the coun- 
cil’s three uniformed litter war- 
dens will venture out in territory 
stretching from British Steel’s 
gjant plant on the coast to Sev- 
en Sisters, a former mining vil- 
lage on the edge of the Brecon 
Beacons. 

The carrot offered by the 
Labour-controlled council is 
complemented with a stick in the 
shape of legislation which allows 
fitter bugs to be fined £25. The 
wardens will also soap offenders 
whose mug shots could end up 
on display in a rogues’ gallery. 

But if someone is seen bin- 
ning their trash, a warden win 
move in. smile and make an of- 
fer. Just bow much cash will be 
carried, remains a secret. 

Chris Willans. Principal 
Community Services Officer, 
believes the word wfll get round. 
“We aim to reveise circum- 
stances where people don't care 
enough about the environ- 
ment,” he said 

However, a spokesman for 
the Keep Wales Tidy campaign 
said: “We find it disappointing 
that people should need any 
financial incentive to stop drop- 
ping litter.” 
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Beat goes on in 
Irish police strike 


By Alan Murdoch 

in Dublin 


IRELAND'S first national 
garda strike saw portly middle- 
aged sergeants and inspectors 
emerge with pride intact after 
being tested on the beat against 
a younger generation of 
d L i namaL 

But the Government was 
shaken by the strength of par- 
ticipation in the strike in pur- 
suit of a 39 per cem pay 
demand. More than 5,000 offi- 
cer took part, more tian 80 per 
cent of the rank and file mem- 
bership. The figure was nearer 
100 per cent in outlying areas. 

Fortunately, there was only 
a relatively small nrnhber erf se- 
rious incidents during the day. 

After one raid by a masked 
robber on Quigley' s Point post 
office near Buncrana in Done- 
gal yesterday the local super- 
intendent Ibm Long told bow 
eight senior officers renewed 
acquaintance with their sprint- 
ing legs. After an hour’s suc- 
cessful chase a man was 
arrested and all the cash was re- 
covered. 

Banned by Jaw from striking, 
the absent officers withdrew 


their services by ringing in sick 
en nwsse with what was termed 
an outbreak of “blue flu”. 

Cadets in training and senior 
ranks who were not members 
of the Garda Representative 
Association (GRA) behind the 
protest filled in street patrol du- 
ties, while administrative work 
and traffic policing was largely 
abandoned for the day. 

Court cases were reportedly 
disrupted by the absence of of- 
ficers due to give evidence. 
The Irish Army remained on 
standby, ready to intervene if se- 
rious problems arose. 

The GRA executive will 
meet next week with a subse- 
quent conference to decide on 
possible further one-day stop- 
pages if no improved offer is 
forthcoming. Its acting general 
secretary PJ Stone said: “We 
won’t be unreasonable if peo- 
ple sit down and talk to us.” He 
complained the Government 
bad reneged oo its promise of 
an independent review of Gar- 
da pay going back to 1981. 

The justice minister John 
ODonoghue said he was dis- 
appointed about the strike but 
added that he could provide 
more money without under- 
mining economic strategy . 
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Save on home Insurance in minutes 

Just give us a caH and you could save up to £50 a year with 
Alliance Sc Leicester's buildings and contents insurance. 

We'll give you an instant quote, instant discounts, even 
instant cover. 
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In-store Price £499.99. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST 
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Full Size Dishwasher 

■ 4 programmes. 

■ Adjustable upper basket. 
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60cm Slot-in Electric Cooker 

■ Double oven. ■ Main fan oven. 

n Available In Green. Brown or White. 

■ Dual zone grid. Model 626. 

In-store Price £74939. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 
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Xitel 233MHz MMX» Technology 
Mufthnedia PC 
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■ 32nft> RAMTZIGb hard drive. 

■ 2d-speed CD-ROM drive. 

Model 9033 

plus CANON 

Colour InkJet Printer 

n Up to 3.4 pages per minute prim speed. 

■ Up to 720x360 dpi resolution. 

Model BJC250. 



FREE 
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find a lower price for the same product 
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Currys 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 


All Superstores Offer easy parking, late night shopping and Sunday opening. 
Ring 0990 500049 for ckrtaMs of your nearest store. 

Written quota bans from Currys, Dept MK, Hemet Hempstead. Herts HP2 7TG. 
Currys are licensed credit brokers. Ask in-stom for details. 
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Meat still on sale 
three days after 
first E.coli alarm 


COOKED meat provided by 
tbc Lanarkshire butcher John 
Barr was still on sale at a small 
town store nearly three days 
after the alarm was first raised 
over a food poisoning outbreak, 
an inquiry heard yesterday. 

Pies and similar products 

supplied by Mr Barr were taken 

off the shelves of the Scotmid 
supermarket in High Street in 
Bonnybridge, central Scotland, 
on Monday 25 November 1996. 

But cooked meat supplied by 
Mr Barr remained on sale for 
a short time. Mary H alii day, a 
shop assistant, told the inquiry 
into the world's wont outbreak 
of E.coli 0157 food poisoning 
in which 21 elderly people died. 

After she served one cus- 
tomer with a portion of cooked 
meat, she pressed a key on her 
weighing machine and noticed 
John Barr's name on the label 
that came out. 

“When 1 handed the cus- 
tomer her cooked meat, I 
thought ‘that’s John Bair’s’. I 
looked at the supervise! and she 
must have thought the same be- 
cause she took it off sale,” she 
told the inquiry. It was at that 
point that the store cleared its 


shelves of the John Barr cooked 

meat products. . 

The inquiry, which is being 
held in Motherwell, has heard 
in earlier evidence that John 
Barr’s shop in Wishaw, La- 
narkshire, was first implicated 
in the outbreak on the previous 
Friday and Saturday, and health 
chiefe met Mr Barr at his home 
late on Friday night. 

On Saturday health officials 
went to John Barr's shop, a 
press release was issued, and 
Sunday newspapers publicised 
the outbreak. 

A senior member of staff at 
Scotmid has already told the in- 
quiry that on the Sunday, he was 
unaware the chain’s stores sold 
John Barr's cooked meats as Mr 
Barr assured him that day that 
he only supplied Scotmid with 
sausage products. 

Mis Halliday told the inquiry 
that she had noticed Sunday 
newspaper headlines about the 
outbreak, but had not read the 
story. 

When she arrived for work 
on the Monday, senior staff at 
the shop ordered John Barr’s 
pies to be removed from sale, 
but the cooked meat remained 


on sale until about 10am - the 
point at which she noticed Mr 
Barr’s name on the label pro- 
duced for her customer. 

Later that day senior staff 
arrived from Scot mid's head 
office. 

Mrs Halliday told the inquiry 
that the store, formerly run by 
the Bonnybridge Co-operative 
Society, had only been taken 
over by Scotmid three months 
previously. 

U was after the takeover that 
Mr Barr's firm began supplying 
the shop, making near-daily 
deliveries. 

She told the inquiry that she 
herself ate meat bought from 
the shop, including a pie she had 
bought on the Friday. 

She later tested positive for 
E.coli but did not become ill. 

But her six-year-old daugh- 
ter had diarrhoea and was off 

school for a week, she said. 

■ The number of people in 
Scotland suffering from food 
poisoning have more than dou- 
bled in the last 10 years, the 
Scottish Office revealed yes- 
terday. Annual notifications for 
food poisoning have risen from 
4030 in 1985 to 10034 in 1996. 


Teaching union calls 
off action after a day 


By Ben Russell 

Education Correspondent 


THE largest teaching union 
yesterday announced the end of 
its industrial action overwork- 
loads, only a day after it started 
The National Union of 
Teachers said it accepted the 
contents of a draft Government 
circular laying out how heads 
should cut bureaucracy in 
schools. 

Doug McAvoy, the union s 
general secretary, said once 
the guidance was sent out and 
schools complied, the industrial 
action would end. 

The protest wou Id only con- 
tinue if heads refused to accept 
the Government’s advice, he 

said. „ . 

The rival NASUWT union, 
however, decided to continue 
its industrial action, and reopen 
i«ii» with ministers aimed at 
strengthening the Govern- 
ment’s advice. 

The arc ala r says schools 
should only hold meetings af- 
ter school if they are “clearly 


justified", and should limit 
meetings to an average of two 
a week. 

It also urges schools to 
adopt model policies rather 
than re-inventing their own. 

Reports to parents should 
also be restricted to one a 
term. 

Mr McAvoy said: “It is a dra- 
matic improvement. The sanc- 



Doug McAvoy. ‘It is a 
dramatic improvement* 


lions we imposed were an at- 
tempt to gel an agreement. 
That's standard trade union 
practice. Most agreements are 
a compromise. 

“We will have members who 
don’t like this. They have to 
understand that when a trade 
jin ion imposes action, that is a 
means by which to gain 
improvements in working 
conditions. 

“When that improvement 
has been gained, you can’t con- 
tinue the action." 

A Department for Educa- 
tion and Employment 
spokesman welcomed the 
NUTs decision. 

“The Government has been 
committed to reducing bu- 
reaucracy in schools since it es- 
tablished a working parly last 
summer to work with teachers 
to ensure it does not get in the 
way of raising standards. 

“We will shortly be issuing 
a circular to schools giving 
practical advice on haw they can 
cut administrative burdens." 
she said. 
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Bus and train firm 
takes to the air 


THE Canadian entrepreneur 
in charge of Prestwick airport, 
yesterday set out his vision for 
'south-west Scotland as an in- 
ternational transit hub, cre- 
atine thousands of jobs. 

Matthew Hudson led a 

consortium of bumresaneu 
who bought Prestwick m 199- 
for less than Dm and formed 
Prestwick Aviation Holdings. 
Yesterday, they sold a coo- 

share lonew^rfomed 

Stagecoach Aviation for £41m. 
Ina joint press conference 

with Brim Souter.chtuimaa 

of Stagecoach - which also 

totaaod train 

rerests -Mr Hudson said he 

hadsought the takeover to al- 
low farther Investment m the 

S.nnningiiintoatrais- 

fre^htwonlcnrnvel between 

fruioht tha a Gatwick 
more freight , 

and Heathrow combme^ 

sres »£* 

continued: “U became 

o^tonrycoHe^ 1 . 
two years ago 

^f^pSriaUobe 
ne ed f or*at P ^ ^ 

realised m 

landS r thm wc would need 

meant that w syn _- 
“^d hc had sough. 


backing from four interna- 
tional companies, but reject- 
ed each one as working with 
them would have meant los- 
ing control of the airport 
from Scotland. 

He had moved on to try 

and find a company which was 

“Scottish, and fikely to remain 
Scottish for the foreseeable 
future". He continued: “1 did 
an analysis of business life in 
Scotland and there was one 
obvious candidate. It was a 

large pubUc company, inno- 
vative, creative, and con- 
trolled by one family and 
likely to continue that way for 
the foreseeable future. 

Viscount Younger, chair- 
' man of Prestwick Aviauon 
Holdings, arranged a meeting 

between Mr Hudson and Mr 

Souter. Mr Souter subse- 
quent^ spent a day at the air- 
port, and then took to famfy 

on holiday with Mr Hudson; s 
family for 10 days in Florida. 

“We got on at the family 
level extremely welL said 
Mr Hudson, “and that really 
led to a deal. It was done on 

a peraonal family, and Scot- 
tish basis." , 

Mr Souter said Stagecoach 

had been moving towards be- 
cominaa broadly-based trans- 
oort group over the last few 

^i“We are excited about 
Prestwick, we believe that 

^investment abUny we 

^expand il on both freight 

and passenger levels. 
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Two-year 
taster of 
career in 
the navy 


A SCHEME to provide a two- 
year taste of life in the Royal 
Navy was launched yesterday by 
the Government. 

The armed forces minister 
Dr John Reid announced the 
details during a visit to HMS 
Raleigh in east Cornwall where 
all ratings go through their ini- 
tial Naval training. 

Initially there will be 200 
places and those who join the 
innovative short engagement 
will also complete their 15 
weeks training at RaU&i - and 

then go straight to sea. 

•The idea is to get to sea/ 
said a Royal Navy spokesman 
toda$ adding that it could be up 
to a year before ratings who 

joined on areolar engagement 

joined a ship. 

Dr Reid, who took the salute 
at yesterday’s passing oat pa- 
rade, said: "This new two-year 
short engagement will provide 
a first-class opportunity for 
the more adventurous to gain 
a taste of fife In the Navy” 

Open to people between the 
ages of 17 and 32, it would also 
offer the active job-seeker a 
chance to eqjoy at least two 
years fall employment At any 
rime during the two years en- 
trants could apply for a trans- 
fer to a regular engagement. 
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Slaves 
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from old 
empire 
rebuild 
Moscow 


Workers lured from nearby republics, 
writes Helen Womack in Moscow 








IF Russia’s Communists 
watched the independent NTV 
channel instead of scorning it 
as an organ of “Zionist propa- 
ganda”, they would have 
gleaned some interesting in- 
formation over recent weeks 
that might have enabled them 
to march for May Day under 
the slogan: “Slaves of the For- 
mer Soviet Union Unite t" 
The hard-hitting television 
station, which supports Russian 
democracy but does not allow 
President Boris Yeltsin to sit on 
his laurels, has been running a 
series of reports on what it calls 
Lbe emergence of slavery in the 
country that once followed 
Lenin but has now turned to 


building capitalism. It has been 
well known for some time that 
the Russian mafia tricks Slav 
girls into slavety with the 
promise of lucrative work 
abroad. The young women 
leave Russia or Ukraine naively 
thinking they are going to be 
“dancers” and find themselves 
in brothels anywhere from New 
York to Amsterdam, unable to 
return home because their 
pimps have confiscated their 
passports. 

Now, according to NTV the 
same cruel technique is being 
used in other areas of the former 
Soviet Union and is affecting 
workers in a wide range of in- 
dustries. The slave traders play 






S' 




on the difference in living stan- 
dards between the former Sovi- 
et republics and depressed parts 
of provincial Russia and the 
capital, Moscow, where the may- 
or, Yuri Luzhkov, has managed 
to give some residents at least a 
sense that they are approaching 
the level of life in the West 


One of the television reports 
showed a mini-supermarket in 
Moscow that was busted by po- 
lice after a teenage girl, origi- 
nally irom Kazakhstan, escaped 
from the basement and said die 
had been held there for nine 
months and forced to work 
from morning to night without 


pay. Police found several more 
teenagers in her position when 
they raided the store. All from 
the Central Asian republic, 
where poverty is even deeper 
than in Russia itself, they had 
been sold for SL000 (£600) each 
by their parents to the shop 
owner, who was also a Kazakh. 
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Hammer and sidde: ' 
Thousands take part in the 
traditional May.Day parade 
in Moscow, a display of 
international worker? 
solidarity. But Russia’ssbve 

labour has nothing to 

celebrate 
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Well-heeled Muscovites had 
no idea of the conditions when 
they came in to buy their ex- 
pensive imported groceries. 

The case of the Kazakhs 
might have been a one-off hu- 
man rights scandaL But then 
NTV went on to show con- 
struction workers from Ukraine 
and Moldova labouring on 
building sites in Moscow for 
wages so small that they could 
only afford to buy one box of 
porridge each per week. They 
could not leave because their 
employers had taken their pass- 
ports, the television said, adding 
that “slave” was indeed a more 
appropriate term than gastar- 
bdter for a guest worker in this 
situation. 

And yet the provincial poor 
continued to flood into 
Moscow, hoping that things 
would be different for them and 
they would find the streets 
paved with gold. If it was a 
choice between risking their 
lives and not being paid in ob- 
solete coal mines in Ukraine or 
Siberia or taking a chance in the 
Russian capital, then Moscow 
seemed the better option. 

They gathered at Moscow's 
Kievsky railway station at eight 
o’clock each morning, offering 
themselves to employers at an 
impromptu labour exchange. 
Trade unions were powerless to 
save them from exploitation be- 
cause none cf the immigrant 
workers had a Moscow 
propiska , the supposedly abol- 
ished residency permit of Soviet 
times that still in fact controls 
the movement of the non-Mus- 


covite population as the pass 
laws once restricted the blacks 
in apartheid South Africa. 

Having watched the NTV 
series, I derided to try and find 
a slave. I strolled past various 
apartment blocks under con- 
struction but found the guard 
dogs off-putting. 1 watched 
workers finishing off 
flowerbeds and lamp-lit paths 
around the newly completed 
New Opera, which is to give 
competition to the Bolshoi 
Theatre. Well-paid Yugoslavs 

‘In theory, I am 
free. I have no 
money for a 
ticket home or 
for my famil/ 


and not slaves had built that, I 
was told. On one warm evening, 
I also moved among the roller 
skaters in the Alexandrovsky 
Gardens under the Kremlin 
wall, which is having its famous 
red bricks renovated. I noticed 
that at sundown, the workers 
came down from the scaffold- 
ing and disappeared into a raw 
of metal bats at the lower end 
of the garden. 

Russians soldiers guarded 
the huts. “Can I speak to one 
of the lads from Ukraine or 
Moldova?” I asked, hoping 
that the conscript would not 
find my accent too foreign and 


take me for a relative of one of 
the builders. A few moments 
' later, a thin man with a' mous- 
tache came out We sat on a 
bench a fewyards from the huts. 
He introduced himself as 
Gtorgy Tatar from Moldova, ou 
the border with Romania.. He 
did not run away when lie 
learnt that I was in fact a 
British correspondenL 

“There are hundreds of man 
working here,” he said quietly, 
“It’s like in ancient Egypt I 
came from my village because 
I couid not feed my wife and 
kids. I was promised $400 a 
month but I have been working 
here for two months and I still 
have not been paid- 1 manage 
to eat by borrowing money 
from the other lads.” • 

Mr Uttar said foreign work- 
ers from countries such as 
Czechoslovakia were paid 
property and put up in hotels 
but men from former Soviet re- 
publics that the Russians call 
the “near abroad” were treat- 
ed worse. “We Just change our 
dothes in these huts. At night, 
we are bussed out to a barracks 
at Teply Stan [on the edge of 
Moscow]. We sleep 12 to a 
room. 

“You don’t need to be afraid 
of the soldiers. They’re just 
from the aroibat” he added. He 
was referring to a unit of the 
Russananny that is reserved for 
the lowest of the low. including 
those who refuse to bear arms. 

- They are indeed slaves, spend- 
ing their two years of compul- 
sory milltaiy service building 
roads and workingon other con- 
struction projects for nothing 
more than cigarette money. 

“Are you free?" I asked Mr 
Tatar, tentatively. “I mean, do 
you have a passport, can you 
leave any time you want?” He 
put his hand in his jacket and 
pulled out his documents. 

“In theory, yes,” he said, “1 
am free. But I have no money 
for a ticket home. My wife and 
children do not want to see me 
empty-handed. So I must go on 
building Yeltsin's castle. I hope 
one day they will pay me.” 
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Tales of horror from Malaysia’s camps 


Government that once 
welcomed foreign 
workers is now using 
riot police against them 


®Jr Richard Lloyd Parry 

Kuala Lumpur 


IS more than a month since tf 
young man named Nasir was a< 

Su ,0 ti »? ^ Lumpur Gc 
eraj Hospital but it is obvious he 

3 , a ver y bad way. The gash, 
and holes in his chest and arms ha> 
healed to white scars, and the nla 
ter op his leg has been replaced wit 
a bandage. But there is dried bloc 
on his sheets and pillow, and thesu 
gical sou- on his belly is livid and rai 
Nasir is not going anywhere but, ju 
m case he should deride to take 

wa ^ bis skinny left wrist is ham 
cuffed to the bed. 


Two policemen guard him and, ai* 

though they have slipped away for 
lunch, the presence of visitors makes 
him nervous. *Tm afraid to talk to 
you because the police will beat me 
up,” he says. Nasir understands very 
well wbat his captors are capable of. 
The gashes on his chest and the break 

In his leg were caused by blows from 
police batons so violent that they 
broke the skin. The smaller, round 
patches are scars from bullet entry 
wounds - the one in his belly has 
never healed properly, Nasir was not 
tried or convicted of any crime. He 
was shot and beaten up by Malaysian 
riot police for a simple reason ~ be- 
cause he ran away from a detention 
camp for foreign workers. 

His is just one of the most dra- 
matic cases. Over the last few years, 
according to a growing body of evi- 
dence. thousands of foreigners have 
been beaten, bullied, or have suffered 
medical neglect and torture in im- 
migrant detention camps throughout 
west Malaysia. The abuse has killed 
some and left many more sick, im- 
poverished and desperate. 

The Malaysian government de- 
nies the allegations, and Malaysian 
human rights activists who document 
the evidence risk prosecution and im- 
prisonment But despite repeated re- 
quests, the government refuses to 
allow the media, non-governmental 
organisations and even the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees to enter the camps. 

The tragedy of people like Nasir 
has its roots, paradoxically, in a 



Malaysian police check if Semenyih camp detainees are alive after the 26 March riot which broke out when officers tried to repatriate inmates Photograph: EPA 


success story. Until last year, under 
the vigorous leadership of its Prime 
Minister, Mahathir Mohamad, 
Malaysia was an Asian success sto- 
ry, with high growth and ambitions 
to rise from developing to industri- 
alised status by 2020. But visionary 
determination was not enough to 
achieve Dr M ahathirs vision; the sky- 
scrapers. roads and factories also re- 
quired large amounts of cheap 
labour, much of it foreign, and 
much of it Qlegal. 

For years police and immigration 
authorities tuned a blind eye to 
waves of poor foreigners - many, like 
Nasir, from Indonesia - brought over 
for a fee by highly organised 
“agents". But last year, along with 


most of its south-east Asian neigh- 
bours. Malaysia was struck by cur- 
rency depreciation and economic 
crisis. The job of sending home illegal 
immigrants - Operation Go Away - 
suddenly became urgent. 

But both the way in which they 
have been rounded up and the con- 
ditions m the camps have been se- 
verely criticised. In 1995, a Malaysian 
human rights organisation called 
Tenaganita published a report based 
on interviews with former detainees 
and detailing serious abuses. As a 
consequence, the head of Tena- 
ganita, Iren Fernandez, is on trial for 
disseminating "false news”. But iiv- 
terviews conducted this week indi- 
cate that little has changed. 


Yesterday, outside Lenggeng de- 
tention centre, 30 miles from Kuala 
Lumpur, an Iranian man tried to get 
access to his compatriot. Gholam 
Reza Hosseni. Both are asylum 
seekers, be explained, who bad been 
imprisoned for political reasons in 
Iran, and had finally managed to gain 
Australian visas. A month ago, Mr 
Hosseni was caught by the police 
without his papers and sent to 
Lenggeng. Since then no one has 
been able to visit him. 

Mr Hosseni has written to a friend 
complaining of illness, a lack of wa- 
ter for bathing and about guards who 
demand bribes even for a drink of 
water. “We have tickets to go to Aus- 
tralia next week.” says his friend. “1 


am afraid they will take him to the 
airport and put him on a plane to 
Iran. There he will be killed.” 

Local people whose homes over- 
look the Semenyih detention centre 
confirm many of the allegations in 
Tenaganita’s report. “You could see 
ihrough the fence when they first 
brought them in,” said one woman. 
‘They would make them stand in the 
sun and beat them with batons. 
Sometimes the sticks lad barbed wire 
around them. “Their relatives who 
were visiting would complain about 
having to pay bribes to the guards.” 

It was at Semenyih on 26 March 
that the abuse reached its climax. 
Early that morning, Malaysian riot 
police entered camps across the 


country and began transporting their 
occupants to ports for repatriation. 
Semenyih contained several hundred 
detainees from Aceh, in Sumatra, 
where Islamic guerrillas have been 
fighting for independence from In- 
donesia since the 1950s. A riot 
broke out, and in the course of the 
fighting, hundreds of Acehnese 
break out through the fence. Nasir 
was among them, but was shot, cap- 
tured and beaten up. 

According to the official count, 
eight men from Aceb and one police- 
man were killed. Local people say the 
shooting began at 2am and went on 
for more than six hours. “I cannot 
believe such a small number were 
killed,” said one local man. 


Former PM 
admits part 
in Rwanda 
genocide 

Sy Rupert Cornwell 


IN A landmark development, a for- 
mer prime minister of Rwanda has 
pleaded guilty before an international 
court to six charges of genocide, thus 
becoming the first official from the 
former Hutu regime to admit that the 
1994 slaughter of more than 800,000 
people amounted to genocide. 

Addressing the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. 
(ICTR) in Arusha, Tanzania, Jean 
Kambanda declared that he fully un- 
derstood he would be able to mount 
no defence to the charges, which car- 
ry a likely sentence of life in prison. 
“In deciding to plead guilty. I did so 
consciously,” be told the court. “No 
one forced roe to do it." 

Thus far none of the other 24 per- . 
sons accused of genocide has entered 
a similar plea, insisting that the.- 
numbers of victims had been exag-. 
gerated and that the fallings were a 
normal part of war. Mr Kambanda's 
decision raises the prospect that he . 
will testify against some of them. 

Even by the ponderous stan- 
dards of international courts, the 
ICTR has hitherto been a debacle, _ 
unable to wrap up a single trial in 
three -and-a-half years of existence, * 
and savagely criticised for incompe- : 
tence and waste in a United Nations 
report in 1997. But with the guilty 
plea, “a certain psychological corner . 
had been turned” according to a se- ; 
nior court official. 

Mr Kambanda was prime minis- _ 
ter over a three-month period in 1994 
when at least 800,000 -some estimate 
1 million - Tutsi and moderate 
Hutus were killed. Though order of, 
a kind has returned to Rwanda, rebel ‘ 
Hutu militias are still active in the • 
north-west, {tilling 10 people in an at- 
tack on a village only this week. 

In contrast to the ICTR, the cur- ‘ 
rent Rwandan government is press- 
ing harsh justice against those 
suspected of participating in the 
massacres. Last week, 22 convicted 
criminals were publidy executed, and 
130,000 others are in jail awaiting 
trial 

The government in Kigali vows ; 
that it will execute all those found . 
guilty of “Category One” war crimes. 
Mr Kambanda. on the other hand. * 
lived quietly in Kenya before being : 
extradited to Tanzania last year. 
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Today, talking 
to your computer 
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of intelligence, 
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Blair launches campaign 
to buy off the French 


By Katherine Butler 

in Brussels 


FRANTIC efforts to buy off the 
French were under way last night to 
prevent the historic summit on Eu- 
ropean economic and monetary 
union from being overshadowed by 
a furious row over who will run the 
single currency. 

Tony Hair as summit chairman will 
try to steer a compromise today which 
ensures that the job goes for eight years 
to the Dutch Central Banker Mm 
Duisenberg, but allows the French to 
walk away with some grace. 

French President Jacques Chirac 
was officially clinging to his de- 
mand last night that a Frenchman - 
not the majority-backed Dutch can- 
didate - should head the future Eu- 
ropean Central Bank. 

The bank, to be established in 
July, will set interest rate policy for 
the euro zone and its president will 


hold one of the most powerful po- 
sitions in Europe. The French Eu- 
ropean Affairs Minister, Pierre 
Moscoviri, said the eight-year term 
of office should be split de facto and 
that France should be in charge at 
the bank when euro notes and coins 
go into circulation in 2001 

Amid mounting concern, partic- 
ularly in Germany, that splitting 
the term of office would rob the post 
of independence and undermine 
the credibility of the euro, a number 
of sweeteners for the Bench were be- 
ing discussed. 

The presidency of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development could now go to a 
Frenchman, while the European 
Co mmissi on signall ed a major con- 
cession to the French in a long-run- 
ning dispute over Credit Lyonnais, 
the troubled French bank. Jacques 
San ter, the European Commission 
president, indicated that the com- 


mission may not block a French gov- 
ernment move to channel miUions of 
pounds in state aid to the bank, 

- The French were also banded an- 
other olive branch as Germany 
backed away from a bid to tighten 
budgetary discipline for die “in” 
countries. France, faced with a mas- 
sive and growing unemployment 
problem, had objected to German 
demands that single currency coun- 
tries freeze public spending and 
commit themselves to doing so in 
writing, for the rest of this year. 

Tie text of a declaration which was 
set to be agreed by EU finance min- 
isters last njght omitted the key pas- 
sages which the French bad rejected. 

Failure to settle the ECB row to- 
day would send a damaging signal to 
the financial markets. Central 
bankers are nervous at the prospect 
of the key job falling victim to po- 
litical influence. An initial compro- 
mise was for the eight-year term of 


office of the president to be halved, 
with the Bench candidate, Jean-. 

■ Claude Ttichet, taking over from the 
Dutchman midway through 2002. 

But this would be in flagrant con- 
travention of the Maastricht treaty 
and would invite daims that the cus- 
todian of the euro was not inde- 
pendent The European Commission 
repeated its view yesterday that the 
term of office could not be split un- 
der the rules of the treaty. 

Another option would be for a 
gentleman’s agreement allowing Mr 
Duisenberg to retire although this 
would not be a formal agreement 
One of the main obstacles to a 
deal along these lines is that the 
Dutch government, facing elections 
next week, is reluctant to be seen to 
have caved in to French pressure. 

Ibny Blair was in the Netherlands 
last night attempting to agree a 
strategy with the Dutch Prime Min- 
ister, Won Kok. 


It may be their money, but it’s our custard 


THERE WDJj be a strong British 
flavour to the launch of the euro in 
Brussels today after Britain insist- 
ed on the heads of state of the Eu- 
ropean Union sitting down to an 
all-Britisb menu for lunch, writes 
Colin Brown. 

Chancellor Kohl, President 


Chirac and the other European 
heads wfll settle the final details for 
the euro over a lunch hosted by Tbuy 
Blair, as the leader of the European 
Presidency, 

Beef wiD be off the menu but there 
were some European eyebrows 
raised at the solidly British menu of 


Scottish salmon, Welsh lamb and an 
English cheese-board followed by 
chocolate parfait in, a whisky- 
flavoured custard. 

Britain had the choice of the 
menu even though the European 
Council is picking up the bill for the 
meal in Brussels. There had been 


suggestions the historic lunch 
should have reflected the variety of 
the European nations and the 
French objected to the menu bring 
printed in En glish, but that left 
British officials unimpressed. “The 
bloody French are always com- 
plaining," said one. 



Standard bearer: A neo-Nazi sympathiser carries a flag during a rally of the far-right NPD Photograph; AP 
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Germany’s 
new Nazis 
clash with left 


By Imre Karacs 

in Bonn 


FRESH from their stunning 
election victory last weekend, 
neo-Nazis in east Germany 
took the campaign into the 
streets yesterday, only to see 
their thunder stolen by the ex- 
treme left 

Rallying at the Leipzig mon- 
ument commemorating the de- 
feat of Napoleon, thousands of 
blackshirted thugs of the Na- 
tional Democratic Parly of Ger- 
many (NPD) cowered behind 
police lines as masked com- 
batants of the ultra-left pelted 
them with bottles, ball-bearings 
and paving stones. More than 
6,000 police troops and border 
guards fought to maintain order; 
their water cannons directed 
mostly against the punks flying 
the red flag. 

The NPD bad hoped for a 
15,000-strong crowd but could 
only muster 4,000. They and 
their red-and-black banners 
were bused into the city after a 
court in Leipzig ruled overnight 
that the demonstration could 
not be banned. 

In the morning, police cor- 
doned off the centre of Leipzig, 
keeping both sides away from 
the shopping district, and erect- 
ed roadblocks op ail main thor- 
oughfares into the city. They let 


the buses pass, after confiscat- 
ing weapons fr om passengers. 

The left however, had al- 
ready arrived for an anti-Nazi 
concert On Thursday night, and 
laid on a welcome for their ad- 
versaries by covering the 300ft 
tall monument with a banner 
declaring “Fascism - never 
again”. It. was the ullra-left 
who opened yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings by charging police 
lines and burling stones and 
petrol bombs. Four people, in- 
cluding two police officers, were 
injured in the ensuing battle, 
and dozens arrested. 

The neo-Nazis maintained 
discipline, however, and pa- 
tiently listened to their speak- 
ers. Holger ApfeL, head of the 
NFD’s youth wing, was cheered 
when he called for deporting 
foreigners who were supposed 
to steal jobs from Germans 
and sponge off the country’s 
welfare system. 

It was these kind of slogans 
that netted another right-wing 
party, the German People’s 
Union (DVU), nearly 200,000 
votes in last Sunday’s Saxony- 
Anhalt elections. The NPD’s 
spokesmen yesterday a g ain re- 
jected an alliance with the DVU 
“phantom party”, even though 
the latter has just scored the 
biggest triumph for the German 
extreme right since the war. 


National Front set to 
capture Toulon seat 


THE EAR-RIGHT National 
Front is likely to win back its 
only French parliamentary seat 
in a by-election in Toulon this 
weekend, further damaging the 
credibility of the “traditional” 
French, right, writes John Lich- 
field in Toulon. 

to the first round of the elec- 
tion last Sunday, the far-right 
candidate, Cendrine Le CbevaJ- 
lier, wife of the National Front 
mayor of the town, topped the 
poll with 39.5 per cent of the 
vote. The candidate of the cen- 
tre-right UDF alliance was 
eliminated with only 22 per 
cent of the vote. 

Ms Le Chevallier, seeking 
to replace her husband, who was 

disqualified for infrin ging cam- 
paign finance rules, needs to at- 
tract less than half of the 
centre-right vote to beat her So- 
cialist opponent and take the 
seat in the run-off tomorrow. 

This is not guaranteed: 
there was a very low turn-out in 
the first round last Sunday 
(only 45 per cent) and a some- 
what different cast of electors 
may take pari this weekend. 
Some local and national lead- 
ers of the traditional right have 
been urging their voters to 
block the Front at all costs oth- 


ers have been silent or neutral, 
or have, implicitly, favoured a 
far-right victory. 

The Toulon by-election has , 
therefore, confirmed the utter 
disarray of the French centre- 
right parties, split raggedly 
down the middle after the re- 
gional elections in March in a 
dispute over unauthorised local 
alliances with the Front 

Even though Tbulon is well- 
established as a National Front 
town - the most racist town 
France, it is sometimes said - a 
victory for Ms Le Chevallier 
would be a substantial coup for 
the extreme right in France, it 
would be only the second time 
in normal conditions that the 
National Front had won virio- 
ns by a full majority of voters: 
ie with more than. 50 per cent 
of the vote. 
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US Senate 
backs plan 
to expand 
Nato 


I Mary Dejevsky 

irfVashingtofi 

CJech Republic, Hun- 
. Baland all expressed 
eir pleasure yesterday after 
e L ruled Stales Senate voted 
f * Iai S e majority to approve 
fleir inclusion in Naio. The 
>te, on Thursday evening, rep- 
ented a rare foreign policy 
ctory for President Bill Clin- 
® carefully steered 

. >e policy of Nato expansion 
ffough an initially sceptical po- 
etical establishment, 
i The vote was 80 to 19, 12 
.tore votes than the two-thirds 
majority required A succession 
S amendments that would have 
pit conditions for future Nato ex- 
pansion and US financial oblig- 
ations were ail rejected When 

tefinal vote was taken it was de- 

<ded that senators would call out 
teir votes from their assigned 
Mis, rather than from anywhere 
j the chamber, a ceremonial 
dopted for voles regarded as of 
; dstorical significance. 

■ Mr Clinton described the bill's 
[ rassage as a “milestone on the 
Apad to an undivided, democra- 
and peaceful Europe”, and he 

• reaffirmed US commitment both 
1 lo Nato and to continued US in- 

• volvement in Europe. 

“The message this vote 
sends is clear,” he said, “Amer- 
ican support for Nato is firm; 
our leadership for security on 
both sides of the Atlantic is 
strong and there is a solid bi- 
partisan foundation for an ac- 
tive US role in the world.” 

Mr Clinton had earlier de- 
scribed Nato expansion as 
progress in “realising the dream 
of a generation - a Europe th3t 
is united, democratic and secure 
for the first time since the rise 
of the nation states on the Eu- 
ropean continent ". 


The US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, who is the 
daughter of Czech immigrants 
lo the US, welcomed the Sen- 
ate vote as “a moment of injus- 
tice undone, of promises kept, 
and of a unified Europe begun". 

The White House bad 
watched the debate with concern 
since it opened more than a 
month ago, worried not that the 
inclusion of the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland would be 
rejected, but that the Senate 
might impose a three-year mora- 
torium on further expansion, or 
restrict US subsidies on weapons 
sales to the new members. 

At the outset there were also 
complaints from opponents of 
Nato expansion that the debate 
was being nudged into odd cor- 
ners of the Senate timetable to 
keep it out of the limelight. In 
the past week, however, the de- 
bate was scheduled in continu- 
ous sessions, and produced one 
of the liveliest and spirited Sen- 
ate debates in years. 

Proponents of Nato expan- 
sion had argued from the per- 
spective of US obligations to the 
victims of the Cold Iter, ihe vi- 
sion of a united Europe, and the 
benefits 10 US defence compa- 
nies. Opponents spanned a 
broad spectrum of opinion, 
from prominent Russian spe- 
cialists and left-wing idealists 
such as Ben Cohen, of Ben & 
Jerry’s ice-cream, who feared 
Russian pique and the rise of 
Russian nationalism, to right- 
wing American isolationists 
who saw no reason for Ameri- 
can engagement in Europe now 
that the Cold war was over. 

The vote, however, which 
makes the US the fifth country 
to ratify Nato expansion, sug- 
gested that the extent of oppo- 
sition. at least in Congress, bad 
been exaggerated. 



Sacred site: Tipper Gore (right), wife of US Vice President A1 Gore, listens to Sarah Netanyahu, wife of Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime Mkuster, ■ nmw»A 
at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem yesterday. The Gores are in Israel to mark the country’s 50th anniversary Photograph: Jacqueline Larma/AP J — Reuters, Los 

VW strikes gold as Beetlemania grips America 

tm a rr\i tvtdv i~., Q n ii *«*. • ■ ii.i ■ k i v/ i i _i _r_ •, I I _ and narkfnp Beetle 


Clinton aide 
accused 

WEBSTER Hubbell, a former 
Clinton appointee and friend, 
has been charged with con- 
spiracy, fraud and tax evasion 
as a result of the Whitewater in- 
vestigation. He had already 
served 18 months’ for fraud and 
embezzlement relating to his 
Time as a partner in the law firm 
for which Hillary Clinton also 
worked. The new charges relate 
to alleged evasion of tax pay- 
ments on legal and consultan- 
cy fees paid to Mr HubbeU after 

be left his job as associate at- 
torney-general in 1994. 

— Mary Dejevsky, Washington 

Envoy seized 

PRESIDENT Boris Yeltsin's 
personal envoy to Chechnya, 
Valentin Vlasov, was kidnapped 
in the breakaway region. He had 
been working to find a lasting 
settlement with the Chechen 
leadership. — Reuters, Moscow 

El Nino buzz 

EL NINO is being blamed for 
an imminent invasion of rats 
and bees. Health officials say in- 
creased r ainfall brought about 
by the weather phenomenon 
will encourage rats and speed 
T»p ihe loeunaon of “killer bees" 
to California from Central 
America. 

— Reuters, Los Angeles 


IN A COUNTRY in love all 
over again with big cars - not 
long, low cruisers but those 
towering sports utilities with 
room for half a soccer team - 
there would seem little hope for 
a nipper from Volkswagen. 

But with its new Beetle, VW 
is striking gold. For reasons that 
can only be guessed at - nos- 
talgia for the old Beetle of the 
Seventies, its look that is still 
bulbous but also sleek, or VW’s 
inspired advertising campaign > 
the new Beetle is as sought-af- 
ter here as the Viagra potency 
pill. It is so hot there is already 
a black market for them. 

“It's been overwhelming to 
say the least," says Demetrio 
Merlino of Prey Auto of Green- 
wich. Connecticut. Since the 


David Usbome in New York sees an old favourite noar back with a vengeance 


first cars were shipped from the 
VW Puebla factory in Mexico 
last month. Prey has received 
three that were sold instantly. 
It has a waiting list of 75 cus- 
tomers, most of whom wiD have 
to wait until October for deliv- 
ery. Other dealers tell similar 
tales. While the official price 
for a basic model starts at 
$15,200 (£9300), Prey has been 
overrun with customers offer- 
ing to pay thousands more to 
jump the queue. Mr Merlino re- 
fuses such offers, but numerous 
dealerships around the US are 
gladly taking the additional 
mark-up. 

There is also evidence of 


dealers not officially affiliated 
with VW buying as many Bee- 
tles as they can lay their hands 
on and selling them on at gross- 
ly inflated prices. And people 
are biting, even though buying 
from non-authorised dealers 
nullifies the manufacturer's 
warranty on the car. 

’ And those lucky few who are 
driving tbeir own Beetles 
around already are finding that 
they have an unexpected op- 
portunity to turn them around 
immediately by selling them 
second-hand, if only barely, at 
a handsome profiL 

it was a temptation that 
presented itself to Wally Leach 


of Tennessee, for instance, who 
paid $18,000 for his model. 
Within a few days, he was 
stopped in a supermarket car- 
park by a man who offered him 
$27,000 for it And that after 
someone else had tried to pay 
him $23,000. “When I told him 
‘No’, he said, ‘Can I give you 
more',” Mr Leach recalled. 

The original “people's car”, 
the Beetle was first made in 
Germany in 1939. It arrived in 
the United Stales in the 1950s 
and was a hit largely because it 
was affordable and easy to run. 
By the Seventies it had also be- 
come an icon of the flower-pow- 
er revolution. 


Although it retains the con- 
tours of its forebear, the new 
Beetle is altogether more mod- 
ern: it has air conditioning, a 
real beater (rather than just air 
circulated over the motor) as 
well as an engine in the front 
rather than the rear. It will not 
be on sale in Europe until au- 
tumn. 

It is being promoted here 
with an advertising campaign 
whose main slogan is “Less 
Flower. More Power’’, As well 
as employing the usual televi- 
sion and billboard strategies, 
VW has been identifying the 
hippest parties and events at 
clubs in New York and Los An- 


geles and parking Beetles by the 
kerb outside. 

The Beetle offers a tremen- 
dous boost to VW, which has 
dung on in the North Ameri- 
can market during a thin decade 
when most of its European 
competitors gave up entirety. 

It is pushing out as many of 
the cars from Puebla as it pos- 
sibly can. 

Mr Merlino has no simple 
explanation for the phenome- 
non. It may be, however, that 
the new Beetle is becoming 
America's must-have-one fash- 
ion accessory of the moment; a 
toy with the chic appeal of a 
Swatch, but a tad more expen- 
sive. “People kind of like it just 
to have one in their driveway”, 
Mr Merlino offers. 


Cuba’s American refugees 


B) Phil Davison 

Lain Amenca Correspondent 

TWENTY -FIVE years ago to- 
dy, Black Panther activist 
Jianne Chesiraard was involved 
ir a New Jersey motorway 
sloolout which left one poliee- 
nan dead and another wound- 
el. Now. she lives freely in 
fuba. writes books and re- 
el ves living expenses from 
fidel Castro’s government. 

Ms Chesimard, now 50 and 
niling herself Assata Shaktrr, is 
<ne of nearly 100 serious enm- 
aals who fled the United States 
ad were granted political 
svlum by Mr Castro’s com- 
aunisi regime. The Clinton 
i dministration has asked Cuba 


to hand them over but Mr Cas- 
tro refuses. 

New Jersey governor Chris- 
tine Todd Whitman on Thurs- 
day offered a $100,000 
(£60,000) reward to anyone 
who brings Ms Chesimard back 
lo complete a life sentence 
handed down in 1977. Sbe 
broke out of jail in a daring es- 
cape in 19 79, when her visitors, 
former comrades in a militant 
black group, took a guard 
hostage. 

She is believed to have fled 
to Cuba in 1984, where she has 
since become a grandmother 
and taken a master’s degree. 
She says she did not shoot New 
Jersey State Hooper Werner 
Foerster on 2 May 1973. 


Joining in the campaign to 
return her and the other Amer- 
ican criminals harboured by 
the Cuban government. New 
Jersey Republican Congress- 
man Bob Franks described Ms 
Chesimard as “a cold-blooded 
cop killer” and said Yfesbington 
should not consider improving 
relations with Havana until all 
the American convicts are 
returned. 

“This is normal behaviour 
for Fidel Castro, to give safe 
haven to terrorists, to drug 
dealers, to cop kfllers," said Re- 
publican Florida Congress- 
woman fleana Ros-Lehtinen, a 
Cuban-Araerican. In its annu- 
al report on international ter- 
rorism, published yesterday, 


the US State Department listed 
Cuba among countries har- 
bouring terrorists. 

Responding to the calls to re- 
turn Ms Chesimard, a Cuban 
government spokesman noted 
that Havana has no extradition 
treaty with Washington and did 
not necessarily believe Ms 
Chesimard was guilty. 

Among the other American 
convicts in Cuba is former Black 
Panther William; Lee Brent, 
now 68, who hijacked an Amer- 
ican domestic airliner to Cuba 
in 1969. Cuba first jailed Mr 
Brent for almost two years, 
suspecting he may be a CIA 
agent, but then freed him. He 
works as a disc jockey and an- 
nouncer on Cuban state radio. 
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State handouts for 
Mafia men of honour 


By Arme Hanley 

in Rome 


IN 1991, an- agricultural 
labourer, Vito Vitale, met with 
an accident on a Sicilian farm 
and was awarded a disability 
allowance by the state pension 
fund. On 14 April, seven years 
and many monthly payments 
later, the reclusive “invalid” 
was arrested. 

For when Vitale was not ar- 
ranging for relations to nip 
down to the post office to pick 
up his $200 (£120) cheque for 
him, he was, so investigators be- 
lieve, busy being deputy chair- 
man of a multi-national 
company with an estimated an- 
nual turnover of 250 trillion lire: 
the Mafia (Sicily) Inc. 


Needless to say, he was not 
hampered by an obvious phys- 
ical handicap. Vitale, reputed to 
have been the deadliest of Goaa 
Nostra hitmen, is not the onty 
Italian mobster who has sup- 
plemented his income with a lit- 
tle something from the slate, 
according to an unpublished re- 
port by the parliamentary Anti- 
Maria committee which was 
leaked in the weekly H Mondo. 

Dozens of recipients of state 
money are named in the report, 
which suggests that being 
amongst Italy’s 3.5 mfllian in- 
valids on allowances, or the 
700,000 people on minimum 
pensions or income support, is 
a point of honour for the Maria's 
uomini d’onore (men of honour). 

Marios are by tradition from 


country stock. The organisation 
is still strongly rooted in Sicily’s 
impoverished . agricultural 
hinterland. And like their law- 
abiding fellow citizens, even 
the highest-earning hitmen, ex- 
plosives experts, drug refiners 
and arms traffickers have an in- 
nate conviction that the state is 
there to be fleeced In the case 
of boss of bosses; Salvatore Ri- 
ina, being seen to be fiddling the 
state like any local bumpkin was 
a vital part of his defence: his 
fury when he was refused an 
agricultural Labourer’s pension 
to see him through his 12 life 
sentences after his arrest in 
1993 knew no bounds. 

Others have been more skill- 
ful than their one-time chief, 
managing to juggle prison and 


hand-outs. Three of the mafiosi 
charged with planting a bomb 
which killed five people and de- 
stroyed a wing of Florence's Uf- 
fm Gallery in 1993 are on the 
pension fund payroll, and two 
of them are classed as serious 
invalids. 

Still others - like Vitale un- 
til two weeks ago - find being 
on the run from the law no har- 
rier to picking up their cheques. 

Conspicuous by his absence 
from the Anti-Mafia committee 
report is Bernardo Provenzano, 
the legendary Mafia chief who 
dropped out of sight over 30 
years ago and is now Italy’s 
most-wanted pensioner. Further 
investigation may reveal which 
queue in which Si cilian post of- 
fice be can be picked up in. 



Bidding in Baghdad for a mirror of silver with pockets full of paper}** 


BAGHDAD 





Patrick Cockbum 


I spent a frustrating evening 
trying to buy a silver mirror 
and a carpet at the al~ 
Baghdadi auction house on 
the east bank of the Tigris, The 
prices in both cases were cheap 
but I found it impossible to go 
on bidding because they were 
in Iraqi dinars, now valued at 
1,480 to the US dollar. I was 
confident enough when the 
auctioneer started the bidding 
for the mirror at 50,000 dinars. 
This was cheap. The mirror 
was pretty and made 50 years 


ago in the holy city of Kerbala. 

Others, mostly Iraqi antique 
dealers, liked the mirror too. 
The bidding was hot When the 
auctioneer called out 182,000 
dinars I dropped out - 182,000 
of anything seemed like too 
much money. The price was still 
only $120, far less than the mir- 
ror was worth anywhere outside 
Baghdad, but 1 found it im- 
possible to keep putting my 
hand up because the nominal 
figure was so high- In private 
dealings, Iraqis avoid this prob- 


lem by using American hundred 
dollar bills, but nor any bill will 
do. The preferred bill is that is- 
sued in 1996 and after with a 
large picture of Benjamin 
Franklin on the front An Iraqi 
friend sai± “A hundred dollars 
is worth so much to us these 
days that we can’t afford to be 
taken in by a forgery." 

For most purposes Iraqi di- 
nars are necessary. They usually 
come in bundles of 250 dinar 
notes and the currency weighs 
a lot when when you change a 


hundred dollar bill. Corns are 
no longer minted because hy- 
per-inflation has nradp fhftm vir- 
tually worthless. When 1 first 
went to Iraq in 1977, a dinar was 
worth around three US dollars. 

I stayed at the al-Rashid ho- 
tel* the usual haunt of jour- 
nalists in Baghdad. It still 
has its mosaic of George Bush 
with jagged teeth on the floor 
which you have to step on to get 
into the lobby. Underneath is 
the logo: “Bush is Criminal.” 


The Americans considered 
bombing the al-Rashid in 1991, 
ostensibly because they claimed 
there was an Iraqi command 
post underneath h_ The real 
reason was that they would 
have liked to pal the satellite 
dishes used by American tele- 
vision correspondents out of ac- 
tion. In one of the great 
journalistic bug-outs of all time . 
almost all the American print 
journalists left Iraq voluntari- 
ly before the bombing started. 

The ground-floor bar of the 


STAPLES 

The Office Superstore 


LOW PRICES 

YOU CAN BANK ON! 



FLYING CORPS GOLD 
CLASSIC FLIGHT SIMULATOR 

SKU 288621 


STAPLES PR' ce 


MICROSOFT 
OFFICE 97 
SMALL 
BUSINESS 
EDITION 

SKU 305763 


MICROSOFT 
MONEY 98 
FINANCIAL 

sum 

SKU 2B9355 

MICROSOFT 

HOME 

ESSENTIALS 98 

SKU 28*1308 


MICROSOFT 
PUBLISHER 98 

SKU 298489 


SAGE INSTANT 
ACCOUNTS 98 

SKU 293019 




3 PACK MAXELL 
VIDEOTAPES 

SKU 296186 
• El SO 3 hour lope 



EXECUTIVE LEATHER 
FACED CHAIR 

SKU 260786 



i Available in Blade or Burgundy 
i Gca sea) heigh) adjuster 
i Swivel, lilt and reclining action 


MODEL NO. APTTVA E51 SKU 292672 

f K6233 MHZ, 16MB 
% MULTIMEDIA PC 



GREAT 

SOFTWARE 

INCLUDED 



PLUS 

Software supplied on registration .,-isaa © - 

of product (see in boot for vouched. 

• 5 rfmci»ww 6 «dp«i»faadedandtoi»»dc 8 »fan nw. (Bant sho"T> far aunroftanpu>poiBia 4 )>J 

180MHz, 16MB 
MULTIMEDIA 
EZi PC 



MUSTEK A4 COLOUR SCANNER 

M00aN0.0FUCPR0 483! SKU 292763 

• 4800 dpi resolution (interpolated) 

• 30 Bit colour Scanner 


STAPLES price 

79 " 



DIAMOND 56K SUPRAEXPRES5 MODEM 

SKU 298513 

■ S6K flu voice modem 


STAPLES PRICE 

79 " 



HP COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

MODEL NO. 720C SKU 292946 
e Superb photo qualify results on plain 
or premium paper 


staples price 

£ 1Q8": 

^ INC. VA' t 




Oak Find payment £408.30. lofd amount payable 5799^ <* 29% letd amount payable £7275. payments 






FREEFONE 0800 14 14 14 

42 STORES NATIONWIDE 

BOURNEMOUTH & STOCKPORT OPENING MAY 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

; • . A WREN ; • i 

MON - FRI 8am'- 8pm 
SATURDAY 9am -6pm 
SUNDAY 


BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 
9AM - 6PM 


“S u fajs d to status and ayd 18 < 


MICROSOFT 

WINDOWS'98 

LAUNCHED IN STORE 

JUNE 25th 

RESERVE YOUR 
COPY NOW 


quotation waM t ham: Staples flenona l 


SKU 304790 

teooimt. SNedapoit 69. Paypil Law, leads ISA 21L. Cfntfct only a»gilabla In skua. **Col liar details « itoms evoRobaity. 



ULTIMATE 

I PRWE PR OTECTION 


ut<, . >l r*?r | wjlh adwrtbad pnee. 

wtoitmoidi ii iomtPuaa« »«u50%bI 

Hw dMnra (up to £23) ac e mtad now 

or « 4 hin 30 ikqrjo^)>aurpurduiM Oder 

adim store tor futUerms&cofxGitons 



hotel was, in fact, accidentally 
hit by part of a Tomahawk mis- 
sile brought down by Iraqi anti- 
aircraft fire. The bar was 
wrecked. Nobody was injured 
because Saddam Hussein had 
summoned an Islamic meeting 
in solidarity with Iraq in a near- 
by conference hall. Many of the 
delegates were staying in the al- 
Rashid. In deference to their Is- 
lamic susceptibilities, the bar 
had suddenly taken alcoholic 
drinks off its shelves. Seldom 
can temperance have saved 
lives so quickly. When the Tom- 
ahawk hit, the bar was com- 
pletely deserted. 

Alcohol has since been 
banned in hotels and restaurants. 
But it is available in specially li- 
censed shops. I bought some 
Bavarian beer and a bottle of 
Chianti. Something nasty had 
dearly happened to the latter be- 
tween Tuscany and Baghdad 
and it tasted like neat vinegar. 

A side from the Geoige 
Bush mosaic there is lit- 
tle in Baghdad, a city of 
monuments, to commemorate 
the Gulf war. An exception is 
the bronze statue of Saddam 
beside the Saddam tower in the 
centre. It is about 15ft tall and 
at first sight no different from 
numerous other statues of the 
Iraqi leader. On closer view, 
however, you can see the plinth 
on which the slat ue stands is 
covered with engine parts be- 
longing to an American 
ground-to-ground missile. And 
on doser view still, the flattened 
little bronze pancakes beside 
the boots of the statue turn out 
to be the faces of George Bush, 
Margaret Thatcher, King Fahd 


of Saudi Arabia, Emir Jabrof 
Kuwait and. dighdy smaller in 
size. President Mitterrand of - 
France. ' . ' 


I 


'n Baghdad, people say the \ 
onty Iraqis doing well out of ! 
.sanctions are black marke- ; 
teens and the fanners. The sue- . 
cess of the f (Miner is obvious 
enough. We drove west from 
Baghdad to Diyala province to 
see how the fanners were do- 
ing. Unlike most Iraqis they can 
feed themselves and take ad- 
vantage of the high price of 
foodstuffs. Beside the Diyala 
river, we sat in the garden of a 
successful farmer who agreed 
be had made money from sell- 
ing oranges, though he com- 
plained the price of grapes had 
collapsed. 

Then he produced x-ray 
plates. They were of the chest 
of his 24-year-old cousin 
Ahmed, who has a weak heart 
taken in London 13 years-ago. 

■ He had not been able to go 
back for a second operation be* 
cause of the Iran-Iraq war, the 
Gulf war and then sanctions. 

We went to another, poorer 
farm and the same thing hapr 
pened. The farmer produced an'. ;i. 
elderly x-ray of the skull of his 
five-year-old daughter Fatima 
She could not stand upright. 

There was something infi*p 
nitely touching about these old - 
x-rays. They seemed to symf ’ 
bolise the desperation of ordi-; 
nary Iraqis over sanctions!--: - . 
The fanners should be betteq 
off than the townspeople, but'-' 
almost of them have at least one"/ . 

relative ill or dying because r>^* ’ 
he or she cannot get proper:, 
medical help. 
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The maestro of the rolls 



LITTLE perforations" says 
Rex Lawson, holding the paper 
lace of a piano roll up to the 
light. “I tried to get Tetley's to 
sponsor me once but they 
wouldn’t”. Which was siiiy of 
them. They'd have been in very 
good company. Arnold Bennett 
had a pianola. H G Wells had 
one. George Bernard Shaw had 
two. Queen Victoria kept one 
at Balmoral. 

Now wrongly seen as a mu- 
sical dinosaur, the pianola was 
once a firm fixture in every par- 
lour. It remains a firm fixture in 
Rex Lawson’s parlour along 
with his four cats, his three-foot 
beard and his 10.CIQ0 piano 
rolls who all live together in 
south-east London. The cellar 
where he keeps all the fox-trots 
is cold and rather damp. By a 
chappy coincidence, this is ex- 
actly what the fragile paper pi- 
ano rolls like best: an 
air-conditioned, centrally-heat- 
ed cellar would have turned 
them to dust by now. 

invented at the end of the 
last century, the pianola al- 
lowed great music to be repro- 
duced in the home by anyone 
with a good set of calf muscles. 
In some ways the invention 
was a destructive force in do- 
mestic music-making: sudden- 
ly you didn't have to spend your 
time fingering with the piano 
teacher to play all the right 
notes. But the pianola was also 
a force for good in musical ed- 
ucation which made it possible 
to play the finest music in 
places no concert pianist would 
ever tread. Paderewski, Rach- 


A piece of music too complex for the human performer is being revived with 
the help of that musical dinosaur, the pianola. Louise Levene gets in tune 


maninov and Gershwin, among 
others, saw the force of this and 
made recordings direct to pi- 
anola. Stravinsky, ever a fan of 
potyrhyihms, was a big enthu- 
siast, but the biggest idea be- 
longed to George AntheiL the 
Polish- American composer and 
self-styled “Bad Boy of Music”, 
who rather fancied a massed 
chorus of pianolas and wrote his 
1927 Ballet Mdcanique for 17 
of them. It has yet to be played 
as written. 

The pianola is automatic 
only in the sense that, say, a lawn 
mower is automatic because the 
results vary enormously de- 
pending on the- skill of the op- 
erator. In the end, Antheii’s 
ambitious project was per- 
formed on a mere handful of pi- 
anos plus the various bits of 
percussion and the siren de- 
manded by the score. It is Rex 
Lawson’s earnest wish to stage 
the piece as Antbeil intended 
but player-piano virtuosos are 
thin on the ground and without 
that level of expertise the syn- 
chronisation of 17 instruments 
is a bit of a non-starter. 

The most famous exponent 
of the player-piano was Conlon 
Nancarrow. Born in Texarkana, 
Arkansas in 1912 he studied 
music in Cincinnati and Boston 
under Roger Sessions and Wal- 
ter Piston. After fighting the fas- 
cists in Spain, Nancarrow was 
reoarried with incTeasinE sus- 


picion by the US authorities 
who suspended his passport, fi- 
nally causing him to retreat to 
Mexico in disgust in 1940. He 
wasn’t given a visa to return un- 
til 1981. He remained in almost 
total seclusion, creating music 
of increasing complexity. Dis- 
satisfaction with an early h uman 
performance of one of his com- 
positions led Nancarrow to ex- 
periment instead with the 
tireless precision of the pi- 
anola. Over the last decade his 


cal forms, many of Nancar- 
row's Studies are rooted in an 
everyday dance rhythm such as 
the tango or boogie woogie. You 
can't stick to the beat exactly, 
but you can definitely dance to 
it. John Cage arranged some 
early Nancarrow studies for 
Mercc Cunningham in 1960 
and it was only a matter of time 
before Siobban Davies, famous 
for her interest in challenging 
20 th century music, would turn 
to Nancarrow for inspiration. 


The pianola was a force for good in 
music which made it possible to play 
the finest music in places no concert 
pianist would ever tread 


Studies have become hugely 
fashionable. They were released 
on CD, some were reorches- 
trated for live performance by 
fit young pianists with a streak 
of musical machismo resolved 
that they could play the un- 
playable. 

The inevitable emphasis on 
the complex timing and super- 
human speed of Nancarrow’s 
music means that people often 
lose sight of the sometimes 
quite everyday influences that 
underpin it Just as Stravinsky 
deconstructed popular musi- 


Although his work is all avail- 
able on tape she chose to work 
with live music and Rex Lawson, 
who met Nancarrow several 
times and who regularly per- 
forms his work, was the obvious 
choice. 

It was the first time Lawson 
had worked with dancers and 
contemporary choreographers' 
relaxed relationship with their 
chosen music came as some- 
thing of a surprise to him. “1 
thought they danced to phras- 
es, but they don’t She got the 
dancers to dance within the mu- 


sic - she certainly can’t get 
them to dance to the speed of 
the music, they’d be running 
around like jellybeans". 

For Lawsoo, the dynamic of 
the dance mimics the action of 
the pianola itself: “The ones 
rushing around were like the 
notes on the roll and the ones 
walking round the stage were 
like the roll itself” Davies’s 
company have been rehearsing 
to recordings and before Thurs- 
day’s premiere Lawson was 
slightly anxious that the switch 
from taped music to live pianola 
would prove difficult “You can 
never guarantee a pianola’s go- 
ing to sound the same twice. 
You have to have your eye on 
the rolL” 

Lawson's player-piano is 
equipped with various levers to 
enable him to humanise the 
sound. While his legs and feet 
pump away his fingers and 
thumbs tweak artistically at the 
levers like a pinball wizard, 
regulating the soft and sustain- 
ing pedals, varying the speed 
and adjusting the balance be- 
tween left and right hand to ap- 
proximate the pulse that sets 
apart man from machine. 

On Thursday night in Oxford 
Lawson used all his skill when 
he accompanied Siobban 
Davies’s 88 (a reference to the 
number of keys on a conven- 
tional piano). As always with 
Davies’s work, the piece was a 


rich blend of perfections. David 
Buddand^ set of steel tubes and 
pillows was lit by Peter Mum- 
ford’s remarkable arrangement 
of sidelights and baby spots 
which played about the stage 
like searchlights, colouring the 
mood and manner of the dance 
with a succession of green, vi- 
olet and crimson filters. 

As the impossibly rapid glis- 
sandi of Study No 25 shiver up 
and down the treble keys, the 
dancers move with confidence 
in the calmerwaters of the bass 
notes. Later Deborah Saxon 
folds her body back and forth 
in a ravishing solo to the bluesy 
triplets of Study No 4 and 
makes dancing ro these frac- 
tured rhythms appear the most 
natural thing in the world. 
Meanwhile, Rex Lawson, a key 
contributor to an exhilarating 
evening, sits alone in the pit 
while the impossible emanates 
from the instrument in front of 
him in a fantastical polyrhyth- 
mic stream. Man and machine 
in perfect harmony. 

Wycombe Swan (01494- 
512000) 6 May: Edinburgh Fes- 
tival Theatre ( 0131 529 6000) 
15-16 May, Cambridge Arts 
Theatre (01223 503333) 22-23 
May; Grand Theatre, Blackpool 
(01253 290190) 29-30 May. 

Bex Lawson performs various 
works for pianola at the Jacque- 
line du Pre Theatre, St Hilda’s 
College Oxford tonight. He is 
director of The Pianola Institute. 
Membership enquiries : Mike 
Davies, 70 Blackheath Park, 
London SE3 OET. 




DAVID LISTER'S ARTS DIARY 
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shortlist ...” I guess she may 
have been referring to the 
wealth of talent, but on the 
other hand ... 

MEETING the balletomane. 
Lord Eatwefl on Tuesday as he 
was appointed chairman of the 
Royal Ballet, I was reminded 
of his deliberations last year 
on “real” and “disguised” un- 
employment. The former 
Labour economics spokesman 
in the Lords had claimed the 
true level of unemployment 
was 12 , not six per cent, as 
people doing jobs below their 
potential - such as an ac- 
countants selling hamburg- 
ers - were not in “real” 
employment 

He has plenty of scope for 
further research at Covent 
Garden. There is the sacked 
director of sales Keith Coop- 
er earning a crust as a waiter; 
the former chief executive 
Mary Allen tending her gar- 
den; a deposed box office 
manager running a record 
shop. 

Even Lord Eatwell, it 
seems, as Royal Ballet chair- 
man and president of Queens 
College, Cambridge, is not in 
what he sees as the most 
“real” employment “When I 
see old pals carrying their 

icd ministerial boxes, I do feel 

a bit envious,” he told me a fat- 
tie fodoraly. 


THE revival of Peter Shaffer’s 
farce. Black Comedy , has 
prompted many memories in 
print of the original Sixties' 
production at the National 
Theatre. There have been 
many references to the young 
Maggie Smith, Albert Finney 
and Derek Jacobi in the orig- 
inal cast: but none to the 
lightly-gifted actress who 
played the fluffy deb in the 
show, Louise Purnell. She 
was a mainstay of Laurence 
OGvier’s company, portraying 
a definitive Abigail in The Cru- 
cible among many other roles. 
But she left acting for do- 
mesticity, and with no film suc- 
cesses seems to get forgotten 
whenever critics reminisce in 
print. 

WHEN Sliding Doors had its 
premiere on Monday ii was 
noted that the Arts Council 
had refused to give the movie 
any lottery money. It’s far 
from being the Arts Council’s 
only failure to pick a winner. 
In his new history of the coun- 
cil, Richard Witts reveals that 
it turned 19 its collective nose 
some years back when urged 
it to invest in Cameron Mack- 
intosh's new venture:- • 

The worthies on the coun- • 
til laughed heartily at the: 
preposterous idea. Whoever 
beard of making a musical out 
of TS. Eliot’s cat poems? 


ROBERT HANKS' WEEK IN RADIO 


“THINGS fall apart, the cen- 
. tre cannot hold,” wrote Yeats; 
and how very wrong he was. 
At present, the centre is bold- 
ing so bloody well that it looks 
as if there won’t be anything 
else left within a few years, not 
only in politics but in radio. 

Thlk radio is converging 
with music radio, radio is con- 
verging with television, and the 
stations are all converging 
with each other. 

At any rate, new “bi-me- 
dia” departments now reign at 
the BBC (so the people who 
make Watchdog and Esther 
will now also be in charge of 
all the features at Radio 4 - 
inspires yon with confidence, 
no?), and TV personalities 
(Martin Bashir, Peter Snow) 
abound in the new schedules. 
Meanwhile Radio 3 seems to 
be trying to disguise itself as 
Radio 2 to escape its creditors, 
and Radio 4’s new party-piece 
is its spot-on imitation of Ra- 
dio 5. You notice this most 
with Broadcasting House, 
"Pour’s new Sunday morning 
current affairs chat-show - 
not simply because of the 
presence of Eddie Mair, a Five 
Live alumnus, but because it 
has the free-form, time-filling 
feel of so much of Radio 5. 

The show’s most notable 
innovation has been its glance 
at the front pages: where oth- 
er current affairs programme 


will give you the headlines, 
Broadcasting House will also 
give you the plugs for inside 
features.Since Mair doesn’t 
seem to open the paper to ac- 
tually read these features, this 
must be one of the least 
labour-intensive services of- 
fered by any radio pro- 
gramme, as well as one of the 
least useful 

More interestingly, on 
Monday, fiction seemed to 
converge on reality: in On the 
Whole It’s Been Jolly Good, 
a monologue written by Ffeter 
Tfnniswood to mark Maurice 
Denham's 60th year in broad- 
casting, the actor played Sir 
Plympton Makepeace, a Tory 
btffier from the Shires who af- 
ter 60 years marking time as 
a backbencher has just lost his 
seat to one of Blair’s babes. 
Makepeace is a self-indul- 
gent lazy and not especially in- 
telligent man with few, if any, 
convictions. 

His one contribution to 
political life was a bill to out- 
law traffic on roads frequent- 
ed by badgers; and he 
managed to go through the 
1980s without registering Mar- 
garet Thatcher as anything but 
“That woman with the loud 
voice - I think she was the 
Prime Minister, but to me 
she looked more like a pow- 
er-mad swimming baths at- 
tendant”. 


On the other hand, he is 
kind enough, as long as it 
doesn’t interfere with his plea- 
sures (he is a connoisseur of 
what he calls “dalliance”, and 
an enthusiastic train-spotter): 
it is his proud boast that in all 
his time in Parliament he has 
done no harm to anybody. 

Perhaps it was just Den- 
ham’s shrewd, energetic per- 
formance, but this seemed 
more concentrated and 
thoughtful than most of Tln- 
niswood’s work- allowing the 
listener to see the damaging 
apathy of this sort of genteel 
reaction, but also to see that 
there are worse sorts of dam- 
age. 

It made an intriguing pair- 
ing with Collapse of Stout 
Party, Sir Julian Critchley’s 
daily readings from his auto- 
biography- Not that Sir Julian 
is as idle and feckless as Sir 
Plympton; but in Friday’s fan- 
tasy of how he would have 
played the last Tbiy leadership 
election had be still been in 
Parliament (hinting support to 
every candidate, mid in return 
being dined and flattered to 
the limits of his capacity), 
there was something of rite 
same modest sensuality, the 
same humorous scepticism 
about himself and the business 
of politics, and the same very 
reprehensible, but likeable 
frivolity. 


% 



Measures that 
don’t add up 


THERE’S a character in 
Measure For Measure lewdly 
dubbed Mistress Overdone. 
For rather different reasons, 
Michael Boyd - director of 
the RSCs new staging of the- 
pjay — could be nicknamed 
Mister Overdone. On the 
evidence of this and his re- 
cent Much Ado , which 


swamped that comedy which 
picture frames and mirrors 
and other appearance- and- 
reafity symbols, he’s a man 
much given to going too far. 

The opening of this Mea- 
sure For Measure is a classic 
instance of the kind of strain- 
ing for innovation that’s all 


RSC. Other productions 


have communicated the du- 


Striking, yes, 
but also forced 
and gimmicky, 
tritely rejuggling 
the text 


bious haste with which the 
Duke dumps the responsi- 
bility for tightening the laws 
in licentious Vienna on to an- 
other man and the self-de- 
feating contradictoryness of 
choosing a deputy he is out 
to expose as a hypocrite. 

Other productions have 
suggested, too, that the Duke 
is in the middle of a profound 
nervous crisis. 

They have always let him 
bang around long enough to 
hand over power in person 
before slipping away and re- 
turning in his friar disguis e 

Here, though, the idea of 
a ruler in extremis is itself car- 
ried to lurid extremes, lb the 
accompaniment of blaring 
nervous-breakdown music 
and with flashed-up doomy 
text predicting the violent fall 
of Babylon, there’s an intro- 
ductory dumbshow where 
we see Robert Glenister’s 
haunted Duke tonnentedly 
babbling his instructions in 
private onto a phonograph- 
ic cylinder. It’s through this 
craddy recording that his 
wishes become known. 


Striking, yes, but also 
forced and gimmicky, in- 
volving a trite rejuggling of 
the text. 

Distracting comedy is ex- 
tracted from the fact that the 
disembodied voice of the 
Duke starts to address An- 
gelo (a disappointingly dif- 
fuse and over-theatrical 
Stephen Boxer) a few sec- 
onds before he arrives and 
the needle, which predictably 
gets stuck at the end, has 10 
be put back for his 
benefit. Angelo smirks when 
he finds an empty bottle of 
liquor by the Duke's chair it's 
too obvious that he is filling 
the place of a man he has 
ceased to respect. In this 
production, the ruler returns 
in a double incognito, posing 
as a friar who is also blind. 

In theory, it sounds a 
smart move to have him tap- 
ping about with a cane - an 
ironic hint that there is a kind 
of myopia in this overseeing 
mterferer with people’s lives 
that is not pretend. But that 
idea never comes properly 
into focus and restricted to 
tactile contact and the 
briefest of snatched loots, 
Glenisier can't give much 
shading to his developing 
relationship with Care Hol- 
man’s forceful, luminous Is- 
abella, who in this staging 
seems to be sexually awak- 
ened rather than disgusted by 
the Duke’s amatory over- 
tures at the end. 

The production has some 
saving graces. Fluttering his 
eyelashes in the kind of 
come-on that's a mocking 
put-down, Jimmy Chisholm 
brings a terrific epicene ir- 
reverence and grinning 
schadenfreude to the Pbmpey. 
But Tom Hper’s wooden set, 
which concentrates the action 
on the central area of the 
main stage, has the charac- 
ters rushing up and down a 
steep sweeping staircase for 
no better reason than that it 
happens to be there. And the 
surprise armed take-over 
with which the Duke here re- 
sumes power seems typical of 
a production that goes to 
showy exaggerated lengths 
without quite getting the 
play's intellectual measure. 

Paul Taylor 



Showy: Robert Glenfater and Clare Holman in 
‘Measure for Measure* Photograph: Bob Coflier 
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Why’s 



he a 





dirty 


Harry? 


Woody Allen's latest film explores the 
worid of the serial adulterer. 

Annabel Ferriman reports on illicit sex 



PRESIDENT CARTER did it 
in his heart. President Mitter- 
rand did It in secret. President 
Clinton did it in the Oval Of- 
fice and Alan Garik did it every- 
where - adultery seems as 
popular today as a meal out at 
a restaurant or a night out at the 
movies. Why can't some men 
confine their sexual activities to 
the marital bed? 

In this weekend's top gross- 
ing film, Deconstructing Harry , 
Woody Allen plays the part of 
a serial adulterer, who gets 
through three wives and a 25- 
ycar-old mistress, and isn’t 
faithful to any of them. Indeed, 
Harry Block, the eponymous 
hero, not only sleeps around but 
specialises in taboo relation- 
ships: he sleeps with a patient 
of his second wife (she is an an- 
alyst), the sister of his third wife 
and, finally, an acolyte more 
than 30 years his junior. 

It is a portrait of a sexual 
compulsive, of someone con- 
stantly seeking out new rela- 
tionships, who knows it will end 
in tears, but cannot stop him- 
self. The unsatisfactory nature 
of his life is forcibly brought 
home to him when be finds that 
he has nobody to accompany 
him to a ceremorfy in his hon- 
our at his old university. He 
ends up taking a prostitute. 


If adultery is so complicat- 
ed, unsatisfactory and danger- 
ous, why do men do it? 
Evidence suggests that plenty of 
them do. Figures vary from 10 
to 75 per cent of men with live- 
in partners, depending on the 
type of questionnaire used. 
Telephone surveys apparently 
produce low numbers (possibly 
because the partner is in the 
room during the phone call) 
while magazine quizzes produce 
high numbers (men boasting?). 

The National Survey of Sex- 
ual Attitudes and Lifestyles, fi- 
nanced by the Wellcome Trust, 
covering 20.000 adults and us- 
ing validated sociological meth- 
ods, showed that 45 per cent of 
married men had been un- 
faithful in the preceding year, 
while 15 per cent of co-habit- 
ing men had been unfaithful 
(the figures far women were 1.9 
and 82 per cent respectively). 

Dr Susan Marchant-Hay- 
cox, a London psychologist, 
puts forward four main reasons 
for adultery; fear of commit- 
ment "most men and women 
seek commitment in a rela- 
tionship, but they also fear if; 
poor sex in marriage, which may 
affect about one third of cou- 
ples; competition (men resent- 
ing partners being more 
successful on the work front and 






Harry’s game: Wbody Allen plays a man who cant remain faithful to anyone, in Deconstructing Harry 


turning to adultery to boost 
their egos) and curiosity. 

Paul, a 48-year-old divorcee 
who works in television, admits 
to having been a serial adulterer 
over the 23 years that he was 
married. He started sleeping 
with other women because he 
and his wife were sexually in- 
compatible. “There was some- 
thing fundamentally wrong in 
my marriage. Passion was miss- 
ing. 1 did not get to a level of 
fulfilment with my wife that I 
realised that I could achieve 
with other women. I had al- 
ready started an affair with 
someone else before I even got 
married, and when my future 
wife found out about it, she 


gave me an ultimatum - either 
we got married or we split up. 
1 decided to get married. 

“Then we just let things drag 
on. In an ideal worid, one recog- 
nises that there is a problem and 
finds a way of dealing with it But 
we neither sought help nor sep- 
arated. “We both wanted chil- 
dren and I made a big effort 
after our daughter was born to 
mak e a go of things -not to be 
unfaithful and to develop oth- 
er interests. I was faithful for sev- 
eral years but I was unhappy.” 

Phul says that be married too 

young - he was 22 - and Dr 
Marchant-Haycox says that 
adultery is particularly common 
among men who become bus- 


bands at an early age. 'They 
want to relive their youth, try- 
ing to have a young man ’s life 
they never had. They seek sex- 
ual adventure.” 

Dr Janet Reibstein, a psy- 
chologist practising in Cam- 
bridge and London and author 
of several books on sex and re- 
lationships, feels that men like 
the Harry Block character in 
Deconstructing Harry are suf- 
fering from a narcissistic dis- 
order, which often turns into a 
sexual disorder. 

“They want gratification for 
themselves, instead of entering 
into a reciprocal relationship. 
They cannot achieve intimacy. 
They are after personal grati- 


fication above alL They feel de- 
pleted and unstimulated when 
their relationship is going 
through a lull or a low spot. 
They will say ‘this relationship 
is not working’ and seek erot- 
ic s timula tion to make them- 
selves feel better.” 

Dr Reibstein, who present- 
ed the Channel 4 series Love 
Life, was pessimistic about Har- 
ry Block’s prognosis, however. 
“There are an awful lot of an- 
alysts who would say that ex- 
treme narcissistic disorders 
cannot be treated," she ex- 
plains. 

Are Harry Block and other 
adulterers just doing what a lot 
of men would like to do, but are 


prevented from doing by their 
consciences and beliefs? Ap- 
parently pot, according to Dr 
Reibstein. When researching 
her book. Sexual Arrangements, 
she discovered that a man or 
woman’s religious and ethical 
beliefs had little to with their be- 
haviour. “Whether or not 
someone disapproved of adul- 
tery did not seem to influence 
whether or not they committed 
it,” she adds. 

Paul’s own belief did not 
stop him from adultery. “I felt 
terrible guilt because I had 
been brought up as a strict 
Christianl More than once I 
made an effort to get to grips 
with the situation and give up 


" my dalliances, but it never tast- 
ed,” he says. 

• “People either consciously or 
subconsciously shut their eyes 
to things they do not want to 
see. My wife chose not to 
recognise what was happening, 
except when if was put direct- 
ly in her path. I am in a faith- 
ful relationship now, but 1 still 
find women desperately inter- 
esting- theirlooks, their minds, 
their bodies. Maybe 1 am a sex 
addict or maybe ills just that I 
find women fascinating. But if 
you are sexually satisfied and 
fulfilled, it is like an aesthetic 
pleasure. You can enjoy look- 
ing at women, but you don't 
have to do anything about it." 


The Briton bringing hope to Death Row 


Twelve 
still m; 


DOWN in Tfexas they tell you 
straight “You ain’t seen noth- 
ing like Death Row. That's 
where they keep the evil." 

It is the ante-room to HcLL 
the dead zone where convict- 
ed murderers sit out their fi- 
nal years with only the 
prospect of freedom from their 
earthly guilt to look forward to. 
And it is not just in Texas but 
also in 12 other US states 
-where the death penalty is 
used with gusto. It is law in a 
further 25 states, although 
they do not exercise iL 

Those on the outride, main- 
ly relatives of crime victims, but 
also a large swathe of the pub- 
lic, say that being sentenced to 
death by gas chamber, electric 
chair or lethal injection is too 
good for the inmates. Ameri- 
ca is a country fuelled by ret- 
ribution. Next week, one young 
English lawyer will embark on 


a three-month stint to try to 
help stem this tide of revenge. 

Owen Williams, a 25-y ear- 
old trainee solicitor from Pur- 
ley in Surrey, is flying to New 
York to work alongside 
George Kendall, one of the 
biggest guns in the Death Row 
defence arsenal, who works for 
the Legal Defense Fund of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple (NAACP), the longest es- 
tablished civil rights 
organisation in America. 

He has won his placement 
against the odds. His applica- 
tion was viewed alongside 
those of considerably older 
and more established and ex- 
perienced solicitors and bar- 
risters, yet he won through. . 

No doubt his sharply fo- 
cused philosophy on life im- 
pressed the judges. Mr 
Williams's father committed 


suicide when he was 17, an 
event which brought home to 
him the sanctity of human life. 

“Before then I was far more 
blast! about things, but that 
kind of experience is not a 
great thing for a kid four 
months before his A-levels,” 
Mr Williams says. “My fervent 
belief that human life is sacred 
flowed directly from the death 
of my father, 1 didn't wake up 
the day after we put him in the 
ground and say 'this is what l 
want to do with my life', but it 
was a turning point. 

b To see a civilised society 
like America slaying its citizens 
is abhorrent to me. I cannot 
imag ine anything worse and I 
can’t sit around and let this 
happen to people." 

Worthy and committed as 
all this sounds, he is about to 
touch down for the first tune 
in an unforgiving land where 70 




Owen Williams: deep personal conviction Jay Williams 


per cent of the population 
favour the death penalty, where 
no politicians running for office 
dare to publicly oppose it and 
where TV evangelists scream 
for justice through the Lord 
(via the electric chair). 

Since 1976 6,180 people 
have been sentenced under the 


death penally. Of those, about 
450 have been executed, all 
men save two women, one of 
whom, Karla Fhye Ticker, was 
given a lethal injection in Feb- 
ruary amid the glare of the 
world's media. 

Discounting those who 
have died natural deaths in 


prison and those whose sen- 
tences have been commuted to 
life or overturned, there are 
3,600 people waiting on Death 
Row today who will spend an 
average of 1 1 years behind bars 
before their execution. Texas 
and Louisiana are way out in 
front. Together they put to 
death up to 10 people a mouth. 
Texas alone executed 37 male 
prisoners last year, the same 
number as in the rest of the US 
combined. 

Death Row might be ready 
for Owen Williams, but he fears 
he is not quite ready for it “It 
is going to be scary being there 
in a cell with a man whose fu- 
ture is in my hands, and if I don’t 
do everything I can be will die 
- and even if I do everything I 
can he may also die,” said Mr 
Williams. However, such visits 
may be rare, as he will mainly 
be working on federal appeals, 


arguing that particular cases are 
unconstitutional 

He may find the blood- 
thirsty free Americans scarier 
than the convicts but he has his 
arguments for clemency down 
pat. “I do not deny that many 
of the people on Death Row 
are guilty but some are inno- 
cent and many of them are ed- 
ucationally subnormal and 
mentally disturbed. Some are 
juveniles and others have not 
had the benefit of a decent stan- 
dard of legal representation. I 
accept that victims’ families 
have suffered a huge loss- I’m 
fortunate I have never lost 
anyone to violent crime - but 
it cannot be right to take the 
lives of such people," he said. 

Part of the reason Mr 
Williams will be working with ' 
the NAACP is that the death 
penalty in America is pre- 
dominantly the plight of poor 


blacks. A study by Professor 
David Baldus in Georgia in the 
1980s found that a black man 
convicted of killing awhile man 
was 10 times more likely to be 
executed than a while man who 
has killed a black man. 

There is no legal aid. Poor 
defendants on trial are entitled 
either to be assigned a public de- 
fender or a state appointed at- 
torney, who will have tendered 
for the work for next to noth- 
ing. Rates as low as $1.40 (90p) 
an hour have been known. 

It is a point that rankles Mr 
Williams. “If you take the OJ 
Simpson case, had he been 
poor and only able to afford a 
state attorney, he might have 
been found guilty and, be- 
cause the victims were white, 
he would probably have got the 
death penalty.” 






Vi- . 




A. 


Matthew Brace 


lift:? -■> 














17/FEATURES 


THE INDEPENDENT 

SATURDAY 2 MAY 1**8 
17 


When wine leaves a sour taste 

■ |j c ^ 

;You shouldn’t have to be an expert to feel confident about sending back a bottle you are not enjoying, write 


;V 

'"4 ; 

hr 


r. P^ced your wine 

^ order and the bottle arrives. You 

V are closed to perform the ritual 
v of tasting it. You lift glass to lips, 

® . ta ^ ® a«d try politely to 

■ ^strain the gagging reflex. It 
■ tastes like lighter fluid. 

What happens next is up to 
you. You must decide whether 
. -to co mp la in , and how far to take 
it A mild query? A bold refusal 
to drink or pay ? As we sup- 
posedly become a nation of 
Testaurant-sophisticates, the 
question of complaining about 
: -wine remains as thorny as ever. 

- Not that wine writer and 
television presenter Alice King 
and her husband Nick Davies 
had any doubts about what to 
. do. Yesterday, it emerged that 
_ Miss King, author of the 
Hamfyn Allas of l Vine, has been 
banned from a restaurant in 
Marlborough. Wiltshire, after 
she complained and would not 
pay for a £ 16 bonle of Beau- 
. jolais, because it “lacked fruit 
and tasted dried out". 

They stood their ground, 

' and at one point the row be- 
came so heated that other cus- 
tomers. who were asked their 
opinion of the wine by the 
manager, backed the restaurant 
and urged the King party to pay 
up. Another diner, who liked 
the wine, even chased Miss 
King and her party down the 
% street, hurling abuse. 

So, how can such a dispute 
be settled? The law on wine (and 
food) in restaurants is quite 
clear, being governed by the 
"Trade Description Act (1968) 
and Sale of Goods Act (1979), 
among other acts of Parlia- 
ment The goods must be of sat- 
isfactory quality, fit for the 
purpose and as described on the 
menu. But problems abound de- 
spite that apparent simplicity. 
Customer says: “my wine tastes 
like something poured from a 
fish tank.” Writer says: “this wine 
is delicious .” Who's right? 

There is one clear case in 
which wine may be returned: 
when it's “corked", tainted by 
a fungus that occurs naturally 


in some cork trees. Corked 
wine is akin to rancid butter or 
shoes with a hole in the toe - 
clearly unfit for use. It's worth 
noting, however, lhat I've 
watched people drink corked 
wine and not notice the fact. 

The problems are trickier 
when the wine is alleged merely 
to be not as good as it should be, 
as in the case of Miss King, or 
when customers order the wrong 
bottle out of sheer ignorance - 
“We didn't know Cava has bub- 
ble" - or when they simply de- 
cide that they don't like it When 
it's a simple question of not lik- 
ing the stuff, the law would be 
on the restaurant’s side. 

But the restaurateurs I 
talked to were unanimous in 
proclaiming a generous atti- 
tude. even when the customer 
is wrong. Georgina Thompson, 
of London restaurant 755, says 
they gel a complaint once every 
couple of months. “If there’s a 
genuine fault with the bottle," 
she points out, “we can always 
send it back to the supplier. And 
if there isn’t anything wrong with 
it, it's better to have a satisfied 
customer than one who is not. 
Satisfied customers came back." 

Michael Gottlieb, proprietor 
of the Smollensky restaurants 
and Cafe Spice Namaste in 
London, agrees with that point 
of view. “It doesn’t happen of- 
ten. but when people complain 
about a bottle we replace it with- 
out question. And sometimes 
give a couple of glasses of free 
dessert wine just to make sure 
thev are happy. Our first prior- 
ity is to look after customer.” 

That is also the view of 
Barry Phillips, of the White 
Horse in Chilgrove, West Sus- 
sex. His list, oneof the most ex- 
tensive in the country, includes 
dozens of bottles of great rarity 
and antiquity. So he does have 
to contend with complaints 
about expensive wines - and 
they seem to be delivered in the 
nicest possible way. 

“We had to take back three 
bottles of La Tache 71”, he re- 
calls. "I think it cost £300 the 


last time we sold it. One bottle 

was out of condition, yet the cus- 
tomer insisted on paying part of 
the price. Another bottle was 
bought by someone who tasted 
it and said, ‘i don't mind pay- 
ing, but do 1 have to drink it? 7 ” 

Friendly customers make it 
easy to be gracious, but despite 
the higher sums at stake, the 
White Horse policy mirrors 
Gottlieb’s. "We want people to 
be happy and comfortable. 
Someone sent bock a magnum 
of Krug ’79 [around £350) be- 
cause be thought it was flat, and 
we accepted it." 

I hope you never find your- 
self in Alice King's position. But 
if you do, there are four points 
to bear in mind. First, you have 

to decide how much palaver you 

are going to tolerate in making 
your complaint. Some people, 
faced with a waiter who refused 
to take hack a bottle, would give 
up - or just deduct the service 
charge, which is their legal right- 
Second, in making your 
complaint, deliver it quietly 
and without pretence. “Waitcis 
hate customers who show off," 
says one hard-bitten veleran. 
Third, if you think the wine is in 

that legal grey area - not really 
spoiled, but not nice to drink - 

make k dear that you understand 

this is a matter of opinion. And 
if it’s a perfectly good bottle but 
just not to jour taste, throw your- 
self on the waiter's mercy. 

The fourth point arises only 
when fisticuffs are threatened: 
when the restaurant won’t back 
down, and neither will you. As 
Gottlieb says: “If you are a cus- 
tomer and you believe you are 
right, stick to your guns. Tell the 
restaurateur. ‘It’s my right not 
to pay for wine I think is faulty, 
I am not going to pay, and TU 

see you in court’” 

That approach will not make 

your evening a relaxed one but 
it will make it interesting. 


Richard Eriich is drink writer on 
The Independent on Sunday 1 and 
recently won the CRenfiddich 
award for drink writer of theyear. 



The nose haste And if it doesn't smell right, send it bark 


BRITAIN’S 

FAVOURITE 

TIPPLE 


Two thirds of the adult 
population of Britain drink 
wine — more than twice as 
many drinkers of any other 
alcoholic drink. 

The British spend 
£5.85bn on wine each year. 
£2_82bn of which is spent 
while dining out. 

Around 678m litres of 
wine were sold in Britain in 
1996 - a rise of 16 per cent 
since 1992. 

Red and ros6 wines have 
overtaken whites in 
popularity, with their sales 
expanding by 55 per cent 
since 1992. By the year 2001 . 
they will account for 55 per 
cent of the market 

German white wine 
remains the single most 
popular choice — 
Portuguese is least popular. 

British wines account 
for only 4.2 per cent of 
sales. 

The biggest drinkers of 
wine are aged between 35 
and 44 years old. 

The wine market is 
forecast to rise by 25 per 
cent by the year 2001. 


Around 9.8m cases of 
wine are imported from 
France each year, a result 
of their negligible duty 
on alcohol. 

Only 6.6 per cent of the 
wine-drinking public choose 

non-alcoholic varieties. 
Source: Mirrtef 
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In our final article, 
Colin Brown says 
that Tony Blair is 
putting a very 
personal stamp on 
his premiership 
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the “band of history” on bis 
shoulder. Those telling lines, 
delivered with an actors skill, 
again captured the moment. 
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has continued to lead from the 
front, exercising his authority on 
the Chancellor on the approach 
to the European single cur- 
rency. 

“T*ve seen them all - Wil- 
son, Macmillan, Thatcher, 
Major- and he’s right up there 
with them,” said another vet- 
eran Labour left-winger. “He 
hasn’t got Wilson's memory, he 
is a peace-maker, he doesn’t go 

for the jugular, but he is bril- 
liant at Prime Minister's ques- 
tion time.” 

Mr Blair was advised by one 
regular Labour voice at the 
weekly sessions of Prune Min- 
ister’s questions to “lighten” his 
approach to Wifliam Hague. 
“He was sounding ratty, so I 
told him not to take Hague so 
seriously. It seems to have 
worked. He is much more re- 
laxed DOW.” 

He was in the tearoom last 
week, jollying the troops after 
Prime Minister’s questions. 
“They are in awe of him,” said 
another Labour MP about the 
new intake of ’97. Even some 
of the press who hounded John 
Major with tough questions 
find Mr Blair difficult to fault. 

“He seems to be giving you 


the honest answer you warned, 
but you have to listen carefully 
to the words. Then you realise 
that he isn’t answering the 
question at alL He’s just slipped 
off,” said one television re- 
porter. 

Mr Blair has been keen to 
avoid the mistakes of bis pre- 
decessors and has been assid- 
uous in keeping close ties with 
the Labour backbench. Regu- 
lar receptions at Number 10 for 
groups of more than 20 Labour 
MPs, hosted by Clive Soley, the 
chairman of the PLP, are not 

polite photo opportunities wtth 

tea and sympathy. “They ask 
tough questions,” said a senior 

Labour source. 

His candid, semi-conversa- 
tional style in public is an im- 
portant factor in convincing 
£; own side that Mr Blair is sn> 
cere. “Even his harshest critics 
have a sneaking admiration 
for him,” said another Labour 
MP 

la his next reshuffle, before 
the summer, he will promote 
the ministers he wants in fas 
Government and sack the fail- 
ures. That is when the country 
will learn more about the Pnme 
Minister. 


HAYS TO GO 

The first GCSE exams are only 17 days away 

make sure your child is ready, buy 
GCSE Revise range from DK Acacia 
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Mary Bell: time 
to step back 

A NEW LAW to stop criminals profiting from their crimes should not be 
“beyond the wits of parliamentary draughtsmen 71 , says the Attorney Gen- 
eral John Morris. Well they are dever people, these pariiameQtaxy draughts- 
men. Although there is already such a law, b anning such cashing-in within' 
six years of the crime, extending it is a tough assignment It is a moral con- 
dundrum that would tax the wisdom of Solomon, not just the textual skills 
of a legal wordsmith. 

Mary Bell has already given her name to a part of common law, the so- 
called “Mary Bell order”, which prevents the identification of a child, in 
her case, her child, now that she has changed her name. Now the Prime 
Minister, the Home Secretary and the Attorney General have combined 
to suggest that she should have an Act of Parliament named after her. Per- 
haps it should be called the Mary Bell (Profit from Grimes) (Prevention 
in Perpetuity) Act, 1998. It is disappointing that our political leaders should 
reflect our national confusions and hypocrisies rather than seeking to malpe 
sense of them and offering moral leadership. 

Compare public attitudes to Mary Bell and Leslie Gr antham, Bell a deeply 
damaged child, became a murderer at the age of 11. Grantham, a soldier 
in Germany, shot a taxi driver dead during an attempted robbery. Her crime 
is still “live", 30 years on, capable of tainting anything that comes into con- 
tact with it. particularly money. His crime, committed at around the same 
time, is “spent”, and only lends a faintly glamorous hue to his reputation 
as a hard-man actor. Sure, he is a good actor, and 405 episodes of JSast- 
Enders as Dirty Den would have made him a national figure anyway, but 
there was added cachet for his tabloid persona, that strange mixture of soap 
fiction and soap reality, from the fact that he was a convicted murderer. It 
would take a particularly skilled parliamentary draughtsman to devise a law 
which could identify and sequester that proportion of Mr Grantham’s earn- 
ings which is attributable to the publicity generated by his crime. 

The problem is that we are prone to sentimentality when it comes to 
salt-of-the-earth, gone-straigbt-now villains. “Mad” Frankie Phaser, not just 
a murderer but - in his day - an evil torturer and butcher, is advertising 
some drink or other. Anyone associated with the Krays or the Great TEam 
Robbers is seen as a harmless reformed hoodlum, respectful of their moth- 
ers, who only ever hurt their own kind. 

Mary Bell’s crime still seems so evil because it is so hard to understand. 
Mr Grantham's crime, an the other hand, is easy to understand, a straight- 
forward piece of villainy. Yes, her victims were children, and crimes against 
children are more abhorrent than those against adults. But the moral judge- 
ment in comparing the two crimes surely needs to focus on the ages of the 
perpetrators. Bell was herself a child The extent of her culpability is ar- 
guable: we should of course be sceptical of her own account, as told to 
Gitta Sereny, of the abuse she suffered as a child - especially, in the light 
of what we now know about “recovered” memories, the sexual abuse. But 
Mr Grantham's culpability is clear-cut. He was an adult, when he know- 
ingly shot an innocent man. 

On any dispassionate reckoning, her crime is more “spent” than his. 
She should not profit from it - not that, in the broader sense, she has, hav- 
ing only succeeded in tipping herself and her daughter into misery. This 
should be an opportunity to reflect on our attitude to old crimes. Instead 
of giving tacit encouragement to tabloid harassments, the Government should 
be trying to lead the debate into cooler, more rational waters. It is true 
that time does not always heal and that some crimes can never be for- 





gotten and forgiven. In the worst cases, it is worth pursuing war criminals, 
50 years on. It was also right to punish Eric Thyior, the 78-year-old Ro- 
man Catholic priest, convicted this week, who sexually abused children at 
bis orphanage in the Sixties. It was right yesterday to send Edward Kelly 
down for life for kicking a man in the head The judge did not like it, but 
the sentence was automatic under Michael Howard’s “two strikes and you’re 
out” Law because Kelly had shot and injured someone in a robbery 19 years 
ago. 

The most important lesson of the Mary Bell case is not that “crime should 
not pay”. The lesson that matters is that rehabilitating criminals hi a del- 
icate and difficult business, which requires all of us, and politicians espe- 
cially, to make considered moral judgements, case by case, rather than hiding 
behind popular cliches. 


Black-cool irony 

IS BLACKPOOL tacky? The people who run the Golden Mile pleasure 
beach are certainly worried that we might think so. Apparently, this is the 
fault of the BBC, which made an unflattering fly-on-the-wall programme 
about our most famous resent “That wretched documentary shoved us back 
into the Dark Ages ag pin as unsophisticated, brash. Northern entertain- 
ment" says Amanda Thompson, whose 95-year-old grandmother runs the 
family firm. 

The Prime Minister is also to blame, kiss-me-quick hats and black pud- 
ding being deemed too Old Britannia.for New Labour. “Suddenly they’re 
too posh to come to Blackpool when they get power,” Miss Thompson 
laments bitterly. But Blackpool is fighting hack, using Labour's chosen 
weapon, public relations. We don’t know which well-paid consultant sug- 
gested tipping a load of sand on London Euston’s soulless marble con? 
course, but as a stunt it draws attention to the new attractions. 

If k tempting tn cay that tfipy sramd remarkab ly similar ta the Old attractions 
- “live entertainment”, “hot ice" shows. It certainly does not add up to a 
“New Black-cool" . But nor should it. There are some tilings that we have 
to accept are simply impervious to the attentions of the image makers. The 
only thing Blackpool can do is to wait for the attentions of ironic post-mod- 
ernists. It can then exploit a dual market -the traditional tf declining Wikes 
weeks Northern workers and a second, complementary group, whose palates 
have become jaded with the tastes of Tuscany and Provence and would wel- 
come the invigoration and novelty of a bag of chips on the tram. 



The Venetian Lagoon, from which the city arose and into which it could sink again - see letter below right 


Gays and tHe church 

THE REV Guy Davies (letter, 28 
April) opposes homosexual behav- 
iour, but fails to admit the existence 
of homosexual people. I spent over 
30 years trying to make myself fit the 
Church’s traditional framework of 
sexual teaching and the more I 
tried, the more my gay feelings 
came through, even though 1 neve- 
put them into practice. Eventually 
the discovery of a genetic link with 
gayness opened my eyes: 1 was fight- 
ing my own nature and trying to cor- 
rect the way God made me. 

A good God cannot have creat- 
ed in us a powerful gay sex drive just 
to punish us for acting on it For me 
therefore it foDows that the few Bible 
passages (none from Christ) con- 
demning gay conduct reflect a het- 
erosexual attitude, not the mind of 
God. 

Mr Davies asks us to look wider 
and see that the Bible’s teaching 
throughout is consistent that sex is 
for married male/female couples 
only. But the Bible's teaching 
throughout is consistent that the 
earth is stationary and flat Science 
has since shown us that God made 
the earth a moving ball and that he 
made some people gay. These dis- 
coveries change our perspective. 

“God made all human beings in 
his own image" means homosexuality 
is part of that image as well as het- 
erosexuality. “Love your neighbour 
as yourself’ calls fix* equal treatment 
of gays here and now. And “First re- 
move the block from your own eye” 
requires Church leaders to start the 
process. 

TIM BEACH 
London SE25 

THE REV Guy A Davies (letter, 28 
April) states that sex is for married 
couples alone and that tbechurch is 
being cowed by the homosexual 
lobby. May one ask to which mar- 
riage he may refer -the first, second 
or perhaps even third? 

Being cowed by the “second mar- 
riage" lobby is possibly a lot more 
popular among church members, and 
sitting in the pews with serial adul- 
terers a lot less uncomfortable than 
letting in gays. 

ROBERT SENEGAL 
London EC1 

THE REV Nefl Dawson uses your 
columns to vilify the Maranatha 
Community (letter, 20 April). We 
have never met him. We are not 
“shadowy” as he suggests. We are a 
free and open movement Wfc are not 
“right-wing” as he suggests. We are 
a rapidly growing community of 
thousands of Christians draw from 
every political persuasion and Chris- 
tian denomination. 

DENNIS WRIGLEY 
Community Leader 
Maranatha Community 
Manchester 

ACCORDING to the Rev Neil 
Dawson’s letter (28 April), Leviticus 
18: 22 merely forbids homosexuali- 
ty as “ritually unclean” and therefore 

is not a timeless moral principle. 
However, if we take Leviticus 18 as 
a whole we see that the chapter is 
concerned to forbid Israel from en- 
gaging in QKdt sexual practices that 
were known among the Caananite 
nations. The chapter prohibits var- 
ious kinds of incest and bestiality. 
Presumably Mr. Dawson would con- 
demn both incest and bestiality. 
Why the special pleading for ho- 
mosexuality? 

The word translated “abomina- 
tions” in Leviticus 18 does not only 
deal with matters of ritual impurity 
but also with moral evil The same 
word is used to describe child sacri- 
fice and idolatry in Deuteronomy 18 . 

The teaching an sexual morality 
in Leviticus 18 is not repealed in the 
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New TbstamenL Paul explicitly con- 
demns both lesbianism and homo- 
sexuality m Romans 1: 26ff. 
Homosexual practices are dearly 
contrary to the teaching of the whole 
Bible. It is the business of the church 
to both proclaim God’s judgement 
against all sin and to offer people of 
ail sexual orientations the forgiveness 
and wholeness that Jesus Christ of- 
fers us in the gospeL 
TOE REV GUY A DAVIES 
Sturminster Newton, Dorset 

Hear Mary Bell’s cry 

IN YOUR leading artide about 
Maiy Bell (30 April) you state “We 
have learned nothing from the book 
that would stop such crimes hap- 
pening.” This is not the case. 

If people who have been similarly 
abused read Gitta Sereny 's book or 
excepts they will realise they are not 
alone. They will be given a language 
to use to describe their abuse and 
permission to express it This is the 
first step towards them seeking help 
and thus breaking the <yde of abused 
to abuser. 

We may not want to hear about 
this abuse but our deaf ears are the 
ones to which Mary and many thou- 
sands of others have directed their 
unheard cries in the past It is our 
responsibility to learn how to listen. 
DR MARION WELLS 
Maldon, 

Essex 

Beef-on-the-bone peril 

JACK CUNNINGHAM was ab- 
solutely right to protect the public 
from the dangers of BSE-infected 
bone marrow. It is most unfortunate 
that the powerful meat and farming 
lobbies are attempting to overturn 
this wise precaution (“Fanners haO 
court ruling over beef on bone 
case”, 22 April), and unfortunate too 
that the public are largely kept in the 
dark about the case to be made for 
the ban. 

There are actually very good sci- 
entific grounds for this bare ' 

■The transmissible spongiform en- 
cephalopathies show a concentration 
of infectivity in the nervous and lym- 
phoid tissue, induding the bone 
marrow. 

■Infectivity is found in the nerves and 
lymphoid tissue at an early stage in 
the infection, before it is detectable 
in the brain. Infected bone marrow 
could be present in the cattle aged 
under 30 months currently being eat- 
en. 

■When beef is cooked on the bone, 
any infectivity will be spread 
throughout the meat and the gravy 
- it is not sufficient to avoid eating 
the marrow itself. 

■The absurdly low level of risk 


bandied about now has almost 
cer tainl y come from the Ministry 
of Agriculture (Maff) via the 
Spongiform Encephalopathy Ad- 
visory Committee, and Maff has a 
record of consistently making un- 
justifiably optimistic assumptions 
of risk. The calculations are very 
difficult, and in truth nobody really 
knows. 

The right time to lift the ban on 
beef-on-the-bone would be when a 
test for BSE, not available at present, 
was able to demonstrate with con- 
fidence that our food was no longer 
con tamina ted by a potentially lethal 

and currently incurable disease. 
ADRIAN HOLME 
London N7 

DR H C GRANT (letter, 25 April) 
gives the mistake n impression that 
antibiotic residues are present in milk 
and advises readers to buy produce 
from organic farmers. 

Dairy cows receive antibiotics 
when there is a need to treat illness, 
for example mastitis, and this is done 
under veterinary supervision. By 
law, milk produced by treated cows 
must be withheld from the bulk sup- 
ply for an a ppropriate length of time 
to ensure that the milk is free from 
antibiotics. M3k is routinely tested 
at ail stages, from farm to dairy, and 
there are heavy financial penalties 
for farmers whose milk fails these 
tests; 

ANITA BOURNE 
Press Officer 
National Dairy Council 
London Wl 

Algeria’s agony 

ROBERT FISK draws attention to 
the danger in Algeria of civilians 
armed and supported by the state 
(“Militias implicated in Algeria’s 
reign of terror”, 23 April). Recent 
atrocious massacres appear to have 
woken the international communi- 
ty to the appalling situation in Al- 
geria, upon which Amnesty 
International has been reporting 
for more than six years. 

One of the few ways to break the 
cycle of such violence is to set up im- 
partial and public enquiries and 
bring those responsible for killings, 
torture and other abuses to justice, 
whoever they may be. The Algerian 
government has not done this. The 
international community has had the 
opportunity to take action. But it has 
not done so. • 

The international - community 
could have acted through the Unit- 
ed Nations Commission for Hu- 
man Rights (UNHCR), whose 
annual meeting in Geneva ended on 
24 ApriL But none of the 53 mem- 
ber states (induding the UK) ap- 
parently felt able to take the lead and 


table a resolution abotit-Algeria - 
such as calling for die appointment 
of a UN special rapporteur, which 
could have led to action. Pleas to the 
Algerian government to cooperate, 
which it has refused to do, were quite 
inadequate. 

What does it take to get some- 
thing done? How many mare deaths 
must there be? Those governments 
who only a few months ago said they 
could no longer simply stand back 
have done just that Each member 
state bears a heavy responsibility for 
the lives which continue to be lost 
daily in Algeria. 

ROGER GOLDSMITH 
Country Coordinator for Algeria 
Amnesty International UK 
CotwynBay 
Ctwyd 

‘Real’ nappies 

I AM going to have a baby in Octo- 
ber (all going well) and find myself 
in the midst of a baby boom among 
friends. I have been seriously con- 
sidering not using disposable nappies. 
There seem to be some great alter- 
natives about, which don't add to the 
landfill problems, and would cost less 
than two years' supply of disposables 
(“Britain warned of nappy moun- 
tain”, 21 April). 

When I somewhat hesitantly in- 
troduce the idea of using “real” nap- 
pies the response is universal scorn: 
“You must be joking ... all that mess 
... all that washing.” One friend with 
a three-mouth-old said: “Stuff the 
environment, you just want it to be 
as easy and quick as possible.” She 
went on to suggest that my baby 
would be worse off in real nappies 
-suffering nappy rash and leakages, 
and it would all be a horrendous 
mess. 

It’s going to be tough to resist that 
kind of peer pressure, but I think Fm 
going to tty anyway. 

VANYA BODY 
Rmghoume, 

Berkshire 

Flag upside-down 

IT’S NOT a myth that our national 
flag hung upskte down is a recognised 
distress signal (letter 28 April). 
However, I’ve only ever seen it re- 
ferred to in a marine context 

British-registered ships By not a 
full-scale Union Flag, but a mono- 
colour ensign with a reduced Union 
Flag in the top comer. There is no 
problem about noticing at once 
whether it is upside down. I agree, 
with radio and flares, it’s not really 
the first line of resort nowadays, but 
you never know - it might come in 
handy some time. 

KERSTI WAGSTAFF 
London SE16 


QUOTE UNQIJOTE 


Tm delighted ray shows have gone down so well 
here. It probably means they are equally 
incomprehensible in any language." — Harry 
Enfield, com&fian, after being given the top comedy 
amrd m the Montrcux TV festival. 

“Doing Blair was definitely difficult at first but he 
is getting so messianic now it is a lot easier.” — 
Rory Bremner, impressionist 

“A drunk man is more likely to find a woman 
attractive. So, if all else fails, get him drunk.” 

— Dr Patrick McGhee, who coaches women on 
dating techniques. 


“It is like being at an England vs All Blacks rugby 
match and you are the ball. Everyone wants to kill 
you.” — Nigel Montfbrd; a traffic warden, on the 
penis of his Job. 

“I mi g h t well use ‘newt’ in my slogan, but I 
certainly wouldn’t use ‘New*." — Ken 
Livingstone, dstihety Old Labour MP and breeder of 
amphibians, on his prospects of becoming London mayor. 

“I’m just so excited - it’s wonderful - and a very 
good quality wine here.” — Wendy Richard, 
EastEnders actress, after meeting the Queen for the 
fast time. 
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Protecting Venice 

MICHAEL MCCARTHY’S report 
(21 April) highlighted the threat of 
catastrophic flooding fairing Venice. 
For neady two years! chaired the in- 
ternational panel of experts that su? 
pervised the preparation “of the 
environmental impact statement for 
the proposed movable, gates that 
would protect the lagoon against high 
tides and stonn surges. We could not 
agree more with the conclusion that 
inaction endangers the dfy and the 
rest of the lagoon environment 

Unfortunately, I must strongly dis- 
agree with statements attributed to 
Professor Edmund Pfenning- Rowsefl. 
The gates are the onfy solution to kn^ 
range flooding. They will protect the 
whole lagoon against flooding; they 
respect the commerrial activity of the 
la^x)m they benefit tiieenviroomem 
by protecting against flood; and they 
- provide the opportunity to increase, 
through operation, circulation and 
water qualify in the lagoon. 

Professor Penning-RowseQ asks, 
“What happens when the gates have 
to be closed every day, as they wtU?” 
It is very reasonable' to assume that 
the relative sea level will be 20cm 
higher a hundred years from now. At 
that point the gates would have to 
be dosed 70 times a year for 250 
hours. That is accounting for false 
alarms. If we were to assume a rise 
of 50cm in the next 100 years, con- 
sistent with some of the predictions 
of the UN Inter-governmental Pan- 
el cm Climate Change, the above sit- 
uation would be reached in 50 years. 
Although frequent, the closures 
would be far from permanent. A life 
of 50 to 100 years for such an engi- 
neered solution is very reasonable. 

The artide suggests “small-scale 
local flood defence works” as an al- 
ternative to the gates. Such works, 
called “insulae” are already under 
construction. These raised walls on 
the perimeters of marry small islands 
are being built to their maximum fea- 
sible elevation without being physi- 
cally and aesthetically intrusive. 
They will significantly reduce the 
number of gate closures required un- 
der medium flood conditions, but 
cannot possibly protect the dfy and 
lagoon against the extreme and 
most damaging flood events. 

If indeed the worst of the sea lev- 
el rise scenarios do occur, the mov- 
able gates provide protection and 
time for the Italian and world com- 
munity to react. The present design 
includes locks to permit emergency 
transit even while the gates are 
dosed If sea level rise were ever to 
force permanent closure 100 or - 
more years from now, the gates 
would not only have served their par- 
pose bat would provide the platform 
to implement the only solution pos- 
sible: gates and locks. Ask the Dutch 
about their successful experience! ! 

The gates are made of steel, not 
Concrete, and are invisible except 
during operations. The cost quoted 
is too high by at least a factor of two. 
With the correct numbers the gates 
will not be a “waste of money”. 
RAFAEL L BRAS 
Head, Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA 

Surgeons no fat cats 

TIMOTHY RAGGAITQC believes! 
that his taxable income of £190,000 
is the same as a consultant surgeon 
Hbp lawyers get £500,000 a year 
from legal aid”, 29 April). He - 
riousfy wrong. The NHS salary of a 
consultant is a maximum of £54j00fr- - 
The average private practice income 
of a consultant surgeon is £35,000. • 
JEFFREY CMcILWAINFRCS' V: 
St H elens & Knowsley Hospitals 
Merseyside .. 
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Jarvis Cocker’s mum is a Tory 
an d he will be one, too 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

reverting 

TO TYPE 


I AM so glad that Jarvis Cocker's mum is 
a Tory. Not just for poor old William 
Hague's sake, but because it confirms 
something that I’ve always suspected 
about pop stars. The ones from working- 
class Labour backgrounds will go all mate- 
rialistic and practical, leaving the vicars' 
sons and managing directors’ daughters to 
proclaim their disgust with society, and 
their solidarity with anything remotely 
struggly. 

Jarvis, it transpires, was also a Cub 
Scout, who passed some of his tenderest 
years in saluting the flag, singing hymns 
and collecting badges for various arcane 
skills involving string. Mum, a pillar of so- 
ciety dearly, is not only a Tory but will - 
next week - comes! the parish elections in 
the small Nottinghamshire village of Carl- 
ton-in-lindrick on behalf of the party of 
Thatcher, Major, Churchill and Widde- 
combe. She recalls how sweet the young 
Cocker was in his, er, woggles. Or were 
they toggles? 

Whatever they were, it set me to won- 
dering what other embarrassing secrets 
might be out there. I have no evidence for 
this, but 1 like to think that the mother of 
Chumbawumba’s fearsome anarchist, 
Danbert Nobacon, is actually a flufly- 
haired, cologne sprayed old lady with 
pearls, inhabiting a cottage in Surrey, 
whose views are very far to the right of the 
man over whom this dutiful son tipped 
that barrel of ice water a month or so ago. 

Ten to one, groups with names like The 
Putrescent Matriarchs or Stab The Bitch 
all trip home at weekends to have their 
laundry done by doting muxnsies, and to 
catch up with the Gymkhana news. By 
Sunday they are hack in WHIesedeo, snort- 
ing lines and entertaining NME journalists 
with their radical rejection of smoothy T 
Blair and rotten ol’ Cool Britannia. 

And then what happens, eh? Til tell 
you what happens - they revert. If you 
were once at college with Trotskyists, do 
you ever wonder what became of them? 


All those magnificent phrases and that 
adamantine certainty; surely they are - 
even now - laying up underground caches 
of weapons, or abroad, fighting in a 
steamy jungle somewhere for peasant 
freedom? 

Of course not They are now, most of 
them, midd! managers at Tescos, tax con- 
sultants or astrologers. You will come 
across them in the business section of tVh- 
lerstones, where they will admit that they 
voted Conservative at the last election, but 
mostly as a protest at the synthetic nature 
of New Labour. 

So what am I saying here? Merely that 
(yawn) we all become more right-wing as 
we get older? That rebellion loses its at- 
traction when there’s a mortgage to pay, 
or Lhal burglars seem less like the armed 
wing of the dispossessed when they break 
into your house, and steal your collection 
of Santana CDs? 

No. That is not my argument. When, 
earlier, I used the word “reven”, that was 
exactly what I meant. Those who were 
bom into suburban semis, went to church 
and were taught that manners raakyih 
man, will - despite the violence of their 
adolescent rejection of this world - be 
tugged back to that world. The values - 
no. even the words - of their parents will 
be bore again in them. And the same will 
happen for left-wingers too. 

Apparently one of the best guides to 
adult voting behaviour is still to examine 
the political allegiance of the parents. The 
rationale for the decision may be entirety 
different but the outcome will tend to be 
the same. Examine too the phrases that 
pass down the generations inside families. 
Does your five year old say things that 
your great granny told her daughter? Are 
some of you most private moments 
coloured by the words of long dead gener- 
ations? Or is it just me? 

If you think that this view is over-deter- 
minist, then consider the experience of 
Radio 4. Some years ago the strategists at 
the former Home Service decided to take 
a look at the demographics of their chan- 
nel What they discovered alarmed them. 
Very few of the listeners, it transpired, 
were under 40. 

The strategists took out their pocket 
calculators and did their sums. They 
worked out that aging and natural attri- 
tion would mean that within twenty years 
or so they would have no audience left. 
One day a skeletal Humphreys and a se- 
nile Naugbtie would find themselves cack- 
ling dementedty from a cobwebbed studio 
to a tiny audience entirety composed of 
oentenerians. An entirety new plan had to 
be devised to attract “younger listeners”. 

And then, as the redundancy notices 
for Melvyn Bragg and all the actors from 
The Archers were being composed, the 
youngest strategist (who had been quietly 
chewing her pencil at the back of the 
room for sir months) suddenly shouted 
“stop!” Had anyone considered, she 
asked, the possibility that maybe the rea- 
son that the Radio 4 attracted so many 
over 40s, was because the over 40's liked 
it. In other words, that when people got to 
40, along with golf, aromatherapy and dis- 
cussing car routes, they just son of slipped 
into Radio 4? 

They went back and checked the re- 
search and saw that she was right Listen- 
ers whose parents had themselves listened 
to Radio 4 - whose 4ness was established 
in childhood - would (after intervening 
periods of Radio 1 and various commer- 
cial stations) revert. Like Mum they too 
would listen to The Archers. Ob Jarvis, 
what a wonderful past stretches before 
you! 


Beware politicians on the Internet, 
as they find forms of manipulation 
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PLEASE don't do it again, 
beys. There are several things 
lhal political leaders should not 
try out in public, tike dancing, 
riding a penny-farthing,or stand- 
ing too dose io Gyles Brandreih. 
These activities, unless carried 
out expertly and with panache, 
are guaranteed to generate pub- 
lic scorn and ridicule. 

This week, the efforts of 
Messrs Hague and Blair to top 
one another in the realm of cy- 
berspace democracy were wor- 
thy but should not be repeated 
unless and until everyone has 
had some lessons. Mr Blairs' un- 
familiarity with a keyboard was 
manifest; his advisers wisely 
told him to let Sir David Frost 
and his mini ons do the typing. 
Mr Hague knows his way 
around a computer, probably 
from the McKinsey days; he 
tried to top the Prime Minister 
by typing his answers in real 
time. His problem is that though 
he can cope with real time he stiB 
has problems with real people 
who ask awkward questions 
about the euro. 

This is the age of enhanced 
democracy. We want our pub- 
lic figures constantly to be in- 
terrogated and tested in public. 
A few politicians are respond- 
ing to this. The Labour MP Bar- 
bara Folletu has established a 
system of consulting groups in 
her constituency on most big 
items of government policy, 
face-to-face. She brings togeth- 
er all the people who have writ- 
ten to her on a particular 
subject, plus all the local inter- 
est groups, and they thrash out 
the issues, agree a line if they can 
and send it in writing to the rel- 
evant minister. It sounds painful 
but is prababty enlightening. But 
not aDMfthaveMsft^leffs en- 
ergy and resources; many would 
shudder at the idea of regular 
contact with their constituency 
busybodies. 

That is why the Blair-Hague 
efforts this week to do democ- 
racy at a distance is so interest- 
ing. As an effort to demonstrate 
that computers can work in the 
service of democracy neither 
stum quite came off; but they did 
neatly point to one possible fu- 
ture for democracy. The push- 
button democracy, where we 
make decisions instantly and col- 
lectively may be just around the 



Off the box: David Frost interviewing the Prime Minister on the Internet 


comer. As soon as Mr Gates 
and Mr Murdoch can get us all 
online through our shiny new 
PCs and satellite screens, we too 
can tell the prime minister what 
to da every day, all day, just like 
them. 

In fact, as you troll off to put 
your tick next to the name of a 
local council candidate you do 
nor know, or if you are in Lou- 
don, to vote “yes" to democra- 
cy for the capital you might be 
wondering why in these days of 
home PCs. satellites, internets 
and digital doodahs you cannot 
already cast your ballot from 
your comfortable armchair. Af- 
ter all if you can buy fake pearl 
earrings without moving from 


and settle pointless arguments 
quickly and decisively? 

And there are other attrac- 
tions. At present, because we 
cannot have refereadums every 
day. we must elect governments, 
local and national, of which we 
only broadly approve; we may 
dislike many of their specific 
policies, but we have no choice 
about which ones we can reject 
once we have put die tick by the 
name. Pushbutton democracy 
would allow us to say which as- 
pects of a party's platform we 
dislike; the elected representa- 
tive would come into office 
knowing what bits of the man- 
ifesto to leave at the front door. 

Above all in the post-ide- 


Or you could register via the lo- 
cal library, or if that's been 
closed down, through Tesco’s. 
where there are soon bound to 
be Internet-linked computer 
terminals right next to the 
phone booths. If you don't 
know how, you'll be trained, or 
assisted by one of the Govern- 
ment's weifare-io-work 
trainees. It is all possible; and 
as much as it pains me to say it. 
it is all ghastly. 

One problem with push-but- 
ton democracy is that it is too 
easy. What happens if we, like 
most human beings change our 
minds? In fad, the capacity to 
vote again might well encourage 
us to do so. Tfcn years ago, be- 
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The pushbutton democracy, where we make decisions 
instantly and collectively, may be just around the comer 


your front room, why can't you 
pick a politician of slightly less 
value the same way? The answer 
is that although you cannot yet; 
soon you win be able to do so. 
In the US, experiments are be- 
ing conducted to see whether 
there are better ways of dealing 
with local issues than leaving 
them to elected representatives. 
Local plebiscites on parking sys- 
tems, school refonre even the de- 
sign of municipal stationery are 
being conducted in small towns. 
The citizens of these Peri dean 
enclaves of direct democracy, it 
seems respond to them. 

As a semi-anorak myself, I 
could hardly argue with the 
prospect 6f taking democracy 
out of the hands of the con- 
temptible self-serving politi- 
cians and putting it into the 
hands of the people. Why not 
harness the wisdom of the peo- 
ple, engage their enthusiasm. 


olpgy age, the pushbutton 
democracy could be the instru- 
ment that frees us from the 
tyranny of the party. If we the 
people, possess the means to di- 
rect policy on a weekly, even dai- 
ly basis, surety all that we need 
are effective and honest man- 
agers? Their job should be to 
give us the stakeholders as much 
information as we need to make 
our derisions, and then to car- 
ry out those decisions quickly 
and effectively. 

This is a New Britain vision 
of democracy. It whirrs, it hums 
and it’s graphics are bright and 
cheerful For the prophets of the 
Information Age, it is Nirvana. 
There are, of course, bound to 
be transitional problems. 
Maybe not everyone has the 
gear; but the answer to that is 
simple - IBM, Microsoft and BT 
join with the government to wire 
up every household in the UK. 


ing a technophile, I persuaded 
London Weekend TV to pur- 
chase a new digital editing sys- 
tem that was twice as fast as the 
systems then in use. The idea 
was that we would cut editing 
time in half and save wads of 
money which could then be 
used to pay more journalists to 
deliver more and better stories. 
Some hope; what it actually did 
was enable directors and editors 
to tinker with their films twice 
as much. We got better-looking 
films, but we saved little mon- 
ey. The point is that given more 
choices, most of us wfli use the 
opportunity to dither. 


Photograph: PA 

Another worrying aspect of 
the push-button democracy is 
that it removes the time to re- 
flect If you have e-mail you wffl 
by now be used to the morning 
routine of opening your online 
mailbox to discover a dozen or 
more messages - all of which 
have to be answered immedi- 
ately. It certainly makes us talk 
- but what are we saying? Are 
we sending considered re- 
sponses - or are we simply get- 
ting the e-mails off our list of 
things to do? Today we all ex- 
pect the e-mail to come wing- 
ing its way back within hours, if 
not minutes. The same would be 
true of a system where the gov- 
ernment could consult the citi- 
zen every hour of the day; you- 
could be sure that the politicians 
would make the process one that 
prevented informed choice 
rather than enhanced it- 

The greatest problem with 
the pushbutton democracy is 
that its very speed and conve- 
nience would make our politi- 
cal currency emotional impact 
rather than rational argument 
Quick decisions based on min- 
imum knowledge give advan- 
tages to demagogues, populists 
and opportunists. Maybe that’s 
what we deserve. 

1 could just about live, I 
guess with the modern equiva- 
lent of Pericles; but what hap- 
pens if the machines gave sway 
to a true master of the gut in- 
stinct, someone wbo was a per- 
fect conduit for mass emotion 
rather than a filter of the peo- 
ple's will? Can you imagine Cy- 
ber Prime Minister Jerry 
Springer? Pull the plugs now, 1 
sav. 


fhe downside of the pill that’s billed as an up 
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top billing on the cover of 
Time magazine. It is dearly the 
answer to Pfizer’s prayers, the 
pharmaceutical company for- 
tunate to have stumbled across 
it. Early studies in students in 
J 991 of its potential as a heart 
drug revealed it had a pleasing 
side effect. The share price 
has since responded like the tar- 
get organ. 

But the prospects for this di- 
amond-shaped magic bullet 
are not all good. In the exu- 
berance that has surrounded its 
launch, the downside of a world 
in which every man, from IS to 
80, can feel like an Arnold 
Schwarznegger has been 
missed. Below are ten reasons 
why, when the drug authorities 
in Britain consider giving Via- 
gra a licence, as they are ex- 
pected to do in the autumn, 
they should pause. 

1. The market for Ferrari 
Tkstarossas will be destroyed at 

astioke. Which man will both- 
er to trump up £350,000 when 
for £5-50 he can obtain the same 
boost to his image? 

?. Marriage guidance coun- 
sellors wfll be in disarray. Why 
co through all that tearftd m- 
quiry and tricky conciliation 

when a glass oi warer a 
quidcswallow can guarantee re- 
peated bliss? 

3 Viagra is said to aid per- 
formance by blocking an en- 
zyne that causes erections to 


subside, thus strengthening and 
prolonging them. Expect, 
therefore, a new urban scare; 
predatory women spiking men’s 
drinks. It could give a new 
meaning to the term “lager* d 
up”. 

4. Improved performance 
will lead to more sex and more 
demand for sex. Is this what the 
world needs? This is a delicate 
matter and no one wishes to be 
branded a killjoy. But consid- 
er we have an epidemic of sex- 
ually transmitted diseases, 
abortions are at record levels 
and the world faces a popula- 
tion explosion. Bromide, 
maybe; Viagra, no. 

5. A black market for the 
pill is already in lull swing in the 
United States. Internet sites and 
telephone lines have been es- 
tablished for those desperate 
for a fix. A stronger and better 
erection has an appeal for be- 
yond the one-m-twentymen es- 
timated to be impotent. 
Barbers may once again begin 
inquiring awkwardly whether sir 
would be needing something for 
the weekend. 

6. Evidence is emerging of . 
abuse. Some students are re- 
ported to have increased the 
dose from the recommended 
one tablet taken an hour before 
sex to two or three. One re- 
searcher suggested people with- 
out sexual ctyrfimcifon would be 
using it five or six times a 


night “They will take it too fre- 
quently and at too high a dose 
and get into big trouble,” he 
said, leaving it annoyingly un- 
dear what “big trouble” meant 

7. The pQl has side effects. 
The first man in Britain to take 
it, the director of a Harley 
Street clinic that is offering the 
drug on a private basis to se- 
lected patients, described how 
it made his head swell up in- 



stead of the other part of his 
anatomy. Other men have re- 
ported headaches, indigestion 
and a blue tinge to their vision. 
But there is a stfll more serious 
problem - its effect on the al- 
ready swollen male ego.'A pill 
that leads to exaggerated dis- 
plays of male potency will not 
make the world a better place. 

8. Impotence increases with 


age. While Viagra may bring in- 
creased enjoyment to the 
younger generation, its target 
market is older men. Once 
men of 80 perform as if they 
were 18 again, what of the im- 
pact on relations between the 
sexes? And on the divorce 
rate? More sex at greater ages 
will have a destabilising effect 
on the social fabric . 

9. An estimated six-out-of- 
ten men with impotence do not 
seek treatment because they do 
not believe there is anything 
that can be done. As news 
about Lhe wonder drug spreads, 
family doctors will fold their 
surgeries bulging with men el- 
bowing out the ante-natal class- 
es and the vaccination clinics. 

10. This is a pDl that im- 
proves the mechanics of sex. It 
will rightly be viewed with sus- 
picion by women who think 
men's chief falling is that they 
regard sex as a mechanical 
process. Men who have diffi- 
culty with sex are aiming for the 
wrong thing if they treat it as a 
mechanical failure. 

Tfcn reasons add up to a poor 
prospect for a drug on which 
such hopes are built And de- 
spite being misleadingly la- 
belled the “good love par, 
Viagra is not an aphrodisiac. It 
boosts the male erection - but 
only when the spirit* is willing. 
In this respect it differs from ex- 
isting drugs, injected or insert- 


ed into the end of the penis, 
which automatically trigger 
erections and can cause em- 
barrassment on the bus home 
from the sexologist’s clinic 
Pfizer's pill the chemical 
name of which is sildenafil is 
said to improve performance 
without stimulating desire. The 
distinction w2l however, be lost 
on most people. It may save the 
rhino — altho ugh as a non- 
aphrodisiac it should offer no 
competition to powdered horn 
- but it will not save the plan- 
et There is, however, one sit- 
uation. in which it may prove 
valuable - beyond the planet 
AsNasa gears up in the US 
for a new era of space explo- 
ration, there is concern among 
space technologists about our 
capacity to reproduce among 
the stars. Apparently, weight- 
lessness could play havoc with 
the mechanics of sex; 

Public interest in taking a 
trip into space is growing and 
the possibility of stratospheric 
sex is a part of the attraction. 
There hi a Space Tourism So- 
ciety in Los Angeles, another 
in Virginia and packages said 
to be on offer include a $12,000 
trip to the edge of space in a 
Russian MiG. For future space 
explorers, Viagra may be a 
necessary part of the kit - 
guaranteeing that they do not 
forget how the earth moves as 
they tour the solar system. 
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Dominique Aury 


ONE of the masterpieces of 
erotic sadomasochistic fiction 
is Pauline Reage's/fis&we d'O. 
It was published in 1954 by 
Jean-Jacques Pauvert, a spe- 
cialist in high-class literary 
pornography, and, in a ludi- 
crously bad anonymous English 
translation, by the notorious 
Maurice Girodias in 1970. The 
novel created a tremendous 
sensation in those prudishly 
frivolous Fifties, and earned 
world-wide celebrity in 1975 as 
a movie by Just Jackin. 

The popularity of the book 
and film was helped by the mys- 
tery surrounding the author, 

1 though her real nam e was an 
open secret in French literary 
circles. But it was not until 
1984 that the trufc authorship of 
this sulphurous work of genius 
was revealed to a wider public, 
in a New Yorker essay extracted 
from a book by John de St Jorre 
about Girodias and his infa- 
mous Olympia Press, endded 
The Good Ship Vinos: the erot- 


ic voyage of the Olympia Press. 
St Jorre had interviewed Rdage 
during his researches, and “un- 
masked” her as Dominique 
Aury, an influential journalist 
and editor who had long 
worked for French magazines 
and publishers. She had been 
on Gallimard's reading com- 
mittee and general secretary of 
the NouveUe Revue Franqaise 
since 1 953, as well as jury mem- 
ber for various important liter- 
ary prizes including the Ffaima 
since 1963. 

“Dominique Aury 1 ’ was itself 
a pseudonym, derived from the 
maiden name of her mother, 
Louise Auricoste. Her father 
was Auguste Desdos, a profes- 
sor, and bis daughter was bap- 
tised Anne Desdos. She 
graduated from the Sorbonne 
with a degree in English, and 
startedworfc at the Paris- based 
Teachers’ College of Columbia 
University, between 1933 and 
1939. After the defeat of France 
she found work as a translator 


and journalist on Lettres 
Francoises, from 1942 to 1946, 
and after the Liberation began 
her long career as publisher's 
reader and editor. 

It was while she was work- 
ing for Gallimard that her love 
affair with one of its leading 
writers and editors, Jean Paul- 
han, began. He married, an d in 
order to preserve her liaison 
with him Aury took up a chal- 
lenge he, with typical French 
male macho condescension, 
had thrown at her. “No women 
could ever write a truly erotic 
noveL” 

Knowing his passion for the 
writings of de Sade, die plunged 
into a study of the Divine Mar- 
quis in order to find inspiration 
for a series of love letters in nov- 
el form. “I wasn’t very pretty, I 
was no longer young’' -she was 
in her late forties - “so my pen 
was the only weapon 1 had left 
with which to lure him back.” 
Three months later, she sent 
Panlhan her typescript, which be 


called in his preface “the most 
ardent love letter that any man 
has ever received”. 

At the end of the long, hot 
summer, he returned to her in 
Paris, where he gave the text to 
his dose friend the publisher 
Pauvert, who was at once en- 
thusiastic. He already knew 
Amy as a critic and translator 
of tbe highest qualify, and found 
her novel of tbe same distin- 
guished Literary style, even when 
it was describing the most de- 
praved and self-abusing sexual 
acts ever performed by a 
woman enslaved to a pitiless and 
insatiable master in the arts of 
Eras. Indeed, tbe very beauty of 
the prose gave those deranged 
and dangerous acts oflasdvious 
passion an added piquancy, 
sadly lacking in the abysmal 
English version. 

Aury had not intended tbe 
book to become a cheap shock- 
er, for she conceived it as a true 
work of art. But she did not 
want to distress her ageing par- 


ents with its publication, so she 
insisted on a pseudonym. She 
chose “Pauline” in homage to 
two of her great idols, Pauline 
Borghese and the 19th-century 
feminist-socialist Pauline 
Roland, who in 1848 was a mil- 
itant advocate of the emanci- 
pation of women. As for 
. “R6age", she claimed she had 
picked it up from a catalogue. 
But the spiteful Paris literary 
gossips had long since claimed 
that, the pseudonym was an 
anagr am (except for one letter, 
“FI") of “Egfirie Paulhan". As 
early as 1974, Aury had admit- 
ted, in an interview for Eile. 
that her identity had been, re- 
vealed by a scandal rag. In 
1990, even the stately columns 
of Le Monde announced 
that “Pauline Rdage" was 
Dominique Aury. 

Her book became a perma- 
nent best-seller, translated into 
many languages. I have found 
versions of it in manga (comic 
strips) in Japanese “pink 


porno” tnagaftinaR, and zn ex- . 
plidt roman-photo form. It has 
appeared in many, exquisitely 
produced private editions, with . 
illustrations in the vein of. 

Aubrey Beardsley and Pierre 
KkisscmskL fts beautiful prose, : 
however, is what has made ft a 
true classic. 

Dominique Aury wrote good 
translations of British' and 
American novels, for whidi she 
was awarded the Frxx Denyse- . 
dairouin. Her essays Lecture 
pour tous won the Grand Priz 
de la Critique in 1958. She was 
a white-haired sprightly septu- 
agenarian when she started 
compiling her last work, a fine 
Andwbgie delapoSsie reiigieuse 
frangmse, published in 1989. 

James Kfrkup 

Anne Desdos (Dominique Amy), 
writer and translator: bom 
Rochcfbnsur-M er, France 23 Sep- 
tember 1907; married Raymond 
tfArgOa (one sort; marriage dissolved); 

died 30 April 1998. Aury. piquant eroticism , Photograph: Rex Features 




Peter Lind Hayes 


Hayes with GraceSNayes, his mother, left, and Mary Healy in Zb Boom Bah , 1941. He 
married Healy the same year Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


“THE COW’S gone diy and tbe 
hens won’t lay, / The fish quit 
bitin’ last Saturday, / Troubles 
pile up day by day, /And now Tm 
gettin dandruff!” Those lugubri- 
ous words are from “Life Gets 
Tbe- Jus, Don’t It?”, the 1948 hit 
recorded by Peter find Hayes, 
wixise long career encompassed 
virtually ail the media. 

He was only two when his fa- 
ther, Joseph Conrad Lind Snr, 
a railroad man and amateur 
ging er, died. Peter attended 
parochial school in Cairo, Illi- 
nois. but, from the age of nine, 
performed every summer with 
his mother, Grace Hayes, a 
vaudeville star. Al 16, he wrote 
a new act for his mother and 
himself; they appeared in it 
at New York’s legendary 
vaudeville theatre the Palace. 

In 1939, while Peter was 
working as a film stand-in, his 
mother built the Grace Hayes 
Lodge, a night-club in the San 
Fernando Valley. An instant 
success, the club attracted a 
large film-business clientele, 


with mother and son starring in 
the floor-shows. Peter soon 
graduated from stand-in to film 
actor, in 1939 he appeared in 
These Glamour Girls, which 
starred (naturally) Lana Tam- 
er, and in Million Dollar Legs, 
which (equally naturally) 
starred Betty Grable. 

Under contract to Para- 
mount, he had just acted with 
Jackie Cooper in Seventeen 
(1940) when he met Maiy 
Healy, who was under contract 
to 20th Century-Fox; they mar- 
ried the following year. Also in 
1941, the newly weds appeared 
in Zis Boom Bah , a low-budget 
musical in which Grace Hayes 
also played, as a vaudeville star 
who buys her college student son 
(Peter) a caff, which he turns 
into a successful night-dub. 

As Victor Mature’s army 
baddy in Seven Days' Leave 
(1942). Hayes sang, danced 
and did impersonations of 
Ronald Colmam Lionel Barry- 
more and Charles Laughton. 
The day after completing the 


film, he enlisted in the- US 
Army Air Corps, and was as- 
signed to the corps’s Radio 
Production Unit, which wrote 
and presented daily broadcasts. 
Private Frank Loesser, writer, 
was also in the unit, and he and 
Hayes collaborated on “Why 
Do They Call a Private a Pri- 
vate?”, a song introduced on one 
of their shows by Ethel Merman. 
Hayes later joined the all- 
serviceman cast of Moss Hart’s 
Air Force play Winged Victory 
(1943). Tbe foflowing year he ap- 
peared in the film version as wdL 
Hayes left the service in 
1945 with a Bronze Star fix- hav- 
ing entertained more than a mil- 
lion troops in the South Pacific. 
His first post-war film was Uni- 
versal’s The Senator Was Indis- 
creet (1947), the only film 
directed by tbe celebrated play- 
wright George S. Ka ufma n. Al- 
though Hayes had made at 
least a dozen previous screen 
appearances, his name on tbe 
opening credits was, curiously, 
preceded by “And Introduc- 


ing". He played apolitical pnb- 
Udsh trying to sell the voters the 
pea-brained Senator Melvin 
Ashton (William Powell) as 
their next President. The film 
fired some witty barbs at Amer- 
ican politics (Ashton came out 
flatly a gains t assassinati on), bat 
had the bad luck to emerge the 
same year as the House Un- 
American Activities Committee, 
and Universal promoted the 
satirical Senator very gingerly. 

Hayes next played a lovable 
hansom cab driver in Heaven on 
Earth (1948), a 12-perfoxmance 
Broadway musical that the Hew 
York Star called “the biggest 
sleeping pill in town”. His oth- 
er stage work included Norma 
Krasna’s farce Who Was That 
Lady I Saw You With? (1958) 
and Brian Biel’s Lovers (1968). 

After establishing them- 
selves as a top night-club team, 
Hayes and Mary Healy ap- 
peared together in such televi- 
sion series as The Chevrolet 
Show (1949), The Stork Chib 
(l95Q),Starofthe Family (1951- 


52) and the sitcom Peter Loves 
Mary (1960-61), For the big 
screen, they co-starred in The 
Five Thousand Fingers of Dr T 
(1953), the Dr Seuss musical 
about a young bay^lbmntyRet- 
tig) who rescues his hypnotised 
mother (Mary Healy) from his 
wicked piano teacher (Hans 
Conreid), with the help of Mr 
Zahladowdri, a friendly phmiber 
(Hayes). A disaster da its first 
release* this surrealistic classic 
was successfully rerived 20 years 
later and now enjqys-colt status. 
' In 1952, white appearing 
with Maty Healy at the London 
Palladium, Hayes was asked 
the secret of a aucces^iii mar- 
riage. He replied, “All you have 
to do is get your wife in the act 
- and keep her there." 

Dick Vosburgh 

Joseph Conrad Lind (Peter Lind 
Hayes), actor, composer and writer 
bom S an Francisco 25 June 1915; 
married 1940 Mary Hedy (one son, 
one daughter); died Las Vegas 22 
April 1998. 






D. W. j. Osmond 


D. W. J. OSMOND was an in- 
novative industrial chemist 
working with ICI for over 30 
years. 

He was bora in 1925, the 
only son of a traindriver. He 
took a wartime science degree 
at Reading University, gradu- 
ating in 1945; and began post- 
graduate studies there, funded 
by ICI, with Professor. EA. 
Guggenheim. Osmond was a 
dedicated researcher, always 
concerned to see a practical ap- 
plication of his work - a differ- 
ence with Guggenheim which 
led him to discontinue his post- 
graduate project at Reading 
before he had obtained his 
doctorate. 

Tbe same independence of 
mind led him twice to decline 
promotion within ICI which 
would have taken him further 
from personal “hands-on” ex- 
perimentation and observation. 


His example, and that of others 
like him, led IQ to introduce 
in the Sixties a “scientific lad- 
der” to recognise and reward 
scientific contribution compa- 
rably with that of senior maoh 
agement. Osmond was among 
the initial appointments and ad- 
vanced to its highest level, re- 
tiring in 1979 as Senior 
Research Associate. 

His pioneering work at IQ 
on non-aqueous polymer dis- 
persions arose from lateral 
thinking on how to produce 
more durable car paints with 
less air-polluting solvent. Little 
did he realise at its outset 
the breadth of industrial appli- 
cations to which it would 
lead or its future academic 
significance. 

It is a fascinating scientific 
detective story how, contrary to 
then accepted theory, his early 
experiments led adventitiously 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS^ 

BIRTHS 

WARD: On 7 April* 1998. in Ipswich. 
Suffolk, to Alison (nee CHaistcr) and 
David, a daughter, Helena Molly 
Elizabeth. A aster for Richard, Simon 
and Andrew. 

A i mo u neemei iC it u rGmetM BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions; M w Ug es, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. WosMBng an n iv ers ari es . 
In Memorhun) ahoidd be sont In writ- 
ing co the Gantt* Editor. The Inde- 
pendent, I Canada Square, Canary 
Whart London E 14 5DL, telephoned 
to 0171-293 20C (24-hour answering 
machine M7I-293 2 D II) or faxed co 
H71-2R3 2010, and are charged as C&50 
a Hne (VAT extra). OTHER Gaxacte 
announcements (notices, functions. 
F ur t h c o ming marriages. Marriages) 
must be subm i tted In wilt in g (or 
hxed) and are c h arged at DO a One, 
VAT extra. Please bvduda a daytime 
telephone number. 

Tbe Independent* main switch- 
board number Is 0171 -293 2000. The 
OBITUARIES e-mail address is 
abituarias@inelependentxoaife 


Changing of the Guard 
TODAY: The Hmse hold Gnahy Mount- 
*1 Rcpmf.nl mounts the Queen’s Life 
juanl at Hone Guards. llanuFCum- 
mbv Scots Guard* mounts the Queen's 
jtmrU. at Buddngham Palace. llJtbm. 
•and provided by the Scots Guards. TO- 
riORROW: The Household Cavalry 
doomed Rcpmcni mounts the Queen's 
jtfc Guard at Hone Guardi. lUami 1st 
JaUalkm Coldstream Guards rn.iu.ir* 
be Queen's Guard, at Buckingham 
bho. IlJOam. hand provided by the 
roldaream Guards. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Dr Robert Anderson, Di- 
rector, British Museum, 54; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir John Barradough. 
SO; Mr Theodore BikeL actor, 74; 
Professor Neil Buxton. Vice- 
Chancellor, University of Hertford- 
shire, 58; The Right Rev Bruce 
Cameron. Bishop of Aberdeen and 
Orkney, 57; Sir Hugh Cortazzi, for- 
mer diplomat, 74; Dr Ian Enins, 
Head Master, Bedford School, 50; Mr 
Alastair Forbes, journalist and writer. 
80; Mr Jon Fbulds, chairman, Hali- 
fax Bonding Society, 66: Mr Peter 
Foster, architect, 79; Sir Campbell 
Fraser, former chairman, Scottish 
Television, 75; Sir James Hamilton, 
former cm] servant. 75; Dr Patrick 
HOIery, former president or the Irish 
Republic, 75; Professor Sir Robert 
Honeycombs, metallurgist, 77; Mr 
Engelbert Humperdinck, rock singer. 
62; Mr Clive Jenkins, trade union 
leader, 72; Mr Brian Lara, cricketer, 
29; Mr Farooq Ahmad Khan 
Leghari, President of Rddstan, 58: Dr 
Malcolm Lipkin, composer. 66; Mr 
Richard Livscy MP. 61 Mr David 
Lock MP, 38; Miss Peg g y Mount, ac- 
tress. 82; Mr John Neville, actor, 73; 
Mrs Dawn Primanolo MP. Financial 
Secretary to the Treasury, 44; Lord 
Sflsoe QC, barrister. 68; Sir Ronald 
Sinclair, former Judge. 95; Dame 
Nancy Snagge, former Director. 
WRAF, 92: Mr David Sudan. actor, 
52: Mr Alan Thchmarsh. broadcast- 
er. 49; Mr Jimmy White, snooker 
player, 36: Lard VAxrtf, Master of the 
Rolls, 65. TOMORROW: Mr James 
Brown, singer, composer and musi- 
cian. 65-. Miss Pat Chapman, former 
Editor, News of the World, 50. Mss 
Betty Coin den, playwright and 
screenwriter, 79; Mrs Kathy Cook. 
athlete, 38; Mr Henry Cooper, bas- 
er, 64, Mr Geraint Davies MP, 38;Sir 
Graham Day, former chairman. Cad- 
bury Schweppes and ftmcrGen. 65; 


to stable dispersions of the 
polymer poly-methyl methacry- 
late in petroleum fractions. Its 
elucidation then led to the syn- 
thesis of discrete specific sta- 
bilisers for individual polymers 
in different carrying liquids. 
The hazy understanding of the 
mechanism described as “steric 
stabilisation” (the means by 
which the polymer is held sta- 
bly in the liquid) subsequently 
led him info the previously un- 
explored theoretical field of its 
energetics (thermodynamics). 

The early practical applica- 
tions. for example in paint 
finishes for cars, led to IQ 
Paints' receiving in L969 the rar- 
er of the Queen's Awards for 
Industry, that for technical in- 
novation. It later led to better 
alternatives to ceramics for 
sanitary ware and additives for 
reducing the flammability of 
aircraft fuels. 


Mr Ben Ehon, comedian and author, 
39; Sir Russell Fairgrieve, farmer MP. 
74; Sir William Gtock, music lectur- 
er and critic, 90; Sir WDliara Gray, 
former Lord Provost of Glasgow, 7U; 
Lt-Gen Sir Alexander Harley, 
Deputy Chief of Defence Staff, 57; 
Dr David Harrison. Master, Sekwyn 
College. Cambridge. 68; Professor 
Ruth lister, social economist, 49; Col 
Sir Michael McCorkell, Lord- 
Lieutenant of County Londonderry, 
73; Miss Sheila McKcchnic, Direc- 
tor. Consumers' Association, 50; Sir 
Christopher MacRae. former High 
Commissioner lo Pakistan, 61; Mj 
Randle Manwaring, poet and author. 
86; Mr Peter Oosterhuis, golfer, 
49; Baroness Seocomhe, Vice- 
Chairman, Conservative forty, 68; Mr 
Pete Seeger. folk singer, 79; Dr Nor- 
bert Singer, f ormer Vice -Chancellor, 
University of Greenwich. 67; Mr Nor- 
man Thdwefl, ill ostr.it or and car- 
toonist. 75: Miss Sondi Tbksvig. 
comedienne, 40; Mr Robert Walter 
MP, 50; Mr Allan WcDs. athlete, 46. 


Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Hairy Lillis “Bing” 
Crosby, singer, 1904. Deaths: 
Leonardo da Virw-i, painter, sculptor 
and scientist. 1519. On this day: the 
Authorised Version of the Bible was 
published, 1611. Today is lhe Feast 
Day of St Athanasius. Saints Exsu- 
penos or Hesperus and Zoc, Sr 
Mela! da. St Lilian of Fosses. St 
Waldebcrt and St Wiborada. TO- 
MORROW: Births: Mrs Gtilda 
Mcrr. Israeli prime minister, 1898. 
Deaths: Thomas Hood. poet. IS45. 
On this day: New Zealand was pro- 
claimed a British colony. 1841. To- 
morrow is the Feast Day of Saints 
Ataander, Eventius and Theodulus. 
St Jamsibe Less, St Juvenal of Nana. 
St Philip the Apostle. St PhBipof Zcfl 
and Saints Timothy and Maura. 


Exploration of the theoret- 
ical questions involved led, at 
Osmond's instigation, to a 
close collaboration with the 
Colloid School of Chemistry at 
Bristol University established 
by Professor D.H. Everett. 
In consequence, what could 
have remained a crude poly- 
merisation technique was 
developed to provide the we 11- 
cfaaracteriscd colloidal systems 
crucial for the elucidation of 
the concept cf “steric stabilisa- 
tion”. The appreciation of its 
importance has altered the 
course of research oo colloidal 
systems in both industry and 
academia. 

In 1974. Osmond and R.H. 
Otiewill, of Bristol University, 
were simultaneously awarded 
the Industrial Medal of Lhe 
Chemical Society for their work 
in this field. A quarter of a 
century's work by Osmond and 


industrial and academic col- 
leagues is published in numer- 
ous patents, scientific papers 
and the 1975 book Dispersion 
Polymerisation in Organic 
Madia. 

All who encountered 
“Ozzie” professionally in in- 
dustrial and academic science 
or socially and in his personal 
interests, recognised an extra- 
ordinary wide-ranging, power- 
fully analytical and creative 
mind of insatiable curiosity. It 
was combined with a similarly 
outstanding generosity of spir- 
it When he had applied him- 
self with his customaiy intensity 
to almost any matter, there 
was little further for others to 
add. His co-workers, mean- 
while, visibly grew under his 
encouragement 

The same fertile mind was 
applied to many of his fields 
of personal interest, most sig- 


nificantly to music and its per- 
formance and reproduction. 
He addressed himself to re- 
ducing the interaction of pitch 
and volume in recorders, and 
to improving the performance 
of plectra for harpsichords, and 
of high-fidelity “quad” speakers. 
In the raid-Seventies, he became 
a consultant to the Museum 
of Musical Instruments in 
Brussels on the better preser- 
vation of tbe many historical 
instruments in its outstanding 
collection. 

It is a tribute to Osmond's 
intellectual acumen and will- 
power that he achieved so much 
while battling against the ear- 
lier stages of the distressing 
and debilitating Parkinson's 
disease. It cut short his scientific 
work, but he and his devoted 
wife, Peggy, maintained a long 
and brave struggle against it. 
Characteristically he assisted 



Osmond: fertile mind 


his medical advisers in diagno- 
sis and treatment of his gradu- 
ally deteriorating physical 
condition. 

John Long 
and Fred Waite 


Desmond Wilfred John Osmond, in- 
dustridrhcirisCbomSaSsbury.Vfa- 
shire 27 Jane 1925; monied 1946 
Peggy MuJfigan; died Exeter, Devon 
13 April 1998. 


Peter Bean, diplomaL died 
30 April, aged 48 . Deputy Head 
of the Foreign and Common- 
wealth Office News Depart- 
ment 

Mil bum Henke, soldier and 
restaurateur, died Hutchinson, 
Minnesota, aged 79. Hje first GI 
to set foot on the British Isles 
during the Second World War, 
on 26 January 1942 in Belfast 
Ramadan el-Prince (Ramadan 
Mohammed Shakir), pop 
singer, died near Asoeet, Egypt 
26 April, aged 42. Songs include 
“We Shoulder the Burden 
Without Our Mothers". 
George Fraser, journalist, died 
Aberdeen 24 April, aged 102. 
Britain’s oldest working jour- 
nalist; contributed a column to 
the Press and Journal until- 
earlier this year. 

Hassan Tahboub, died Am- 
man, Jordan 27 April, aged 75. 
Palestinian minister of religious 
affairs. 

Ken Gwilym, died aged 83. 
President of the Welsh Rugby 
Union 1984-85. 


-- 




FAITH & REASON 

Original sin and the hounding of Mary Bell 


The baying against child 
killers and paedophiles 
reveals our urge to locate 
sin always outside ourselves. 
But even Sun journalists need 
to look elsewhere, argues 
Andrew Brown 

THE DIFFICULT thing about original 
sin. when you come lo think of it. is de- 
ciding where it stops and starts. It is not 
hard to discover (hat cruelty and mis- 
ciy are fundamental features of the way 
lhe world is, and of bow wc are. If the 
20th century had one lesson, it was that 
this cruelty and misery is ineradicable. 
We can perhaps make terms wilh.it but 
we cannot hope lo eradicate it; and ail 
the various Utopian attempts to do so 
look ghastly in the muddy light of Pol 
Pot's funeral pyre. 

However, the Utopian impulse is not 
long to he suppressed. Now that left- 
wing systems are out of fashion, there 
is a countervailing Utopianism which 
suggests that, if only wc could take ac- 
count of individual wickedness, then we 


could design a system in which it would 
in any case not be amplified. Perhaps 
original sin is something that only peo- 
ple do, not societies. This is the sort of 
belief, it seems to me, that has led to 
the hounding of Maiy BclL 

It leads to a chain of reasoning some- 
thing like this: she as an individual did 
something evil. This was something for 
which she alone was ultimately re- 
sponsible in so far as a child can be 
responsible for anything. No doubt she 
had a terrible childhood, maltreated by 
a ghastly mother and even some of her 
prostirutc mother's customers. But 
other children have had childhoods just 
as bad and not committed these dread- 
ful crimes. So (the Sun might argue) any 
attempts lo exculpate her by drawing 
attention lo this are in themselves 
wicked. 

Yet original sin must mean some- 
thing more than this. It is not a doctrine 
that says that wicked people arc re- 
sponsible for their own wickedness; the 
startling power and originality of the 
doctrine is that it says that everyone has 
the capacity for real evil. Nicholas 
Lash, the Cambridge theologian, says: 
“What is needed is the reasonable pa- 
tient quiet recognition of just what 
messed-up monsters ail of us are." 


The purely individual view of sin 
swiftly slides almost at once into cru- 
elties almost as great as Utop ianism can 
produce. Once evil has been - rightly 

- located in other people's conduct, we 
tend to think it is safely located there 
too, and there is no real need to ex- 
amine our own. This confidence leads 
la the pursuit of elderly paedophiles 
around the West Country by baying 
mobs. It has also led to what looks very 
like the destruction of Mary Bell's life, 
and that of her daughter, by the press 
and its readers. 

There is an important distinction be- 
tween what she did and what they- we 

- have done. Though journalism may 
be morally equivocal, it is not murder. 
Individual journalists hardly ever kill 
anyone, or even, as individuals, murder 
a reputation. What happens instead is 
that the pack takes over. In this instance 
it was the Sun which identified Mary 
Bell - at least to anyone who knows her, 
if not to the vast majority of its read- 
ers. But Tm sure some of its rivals would 

have done the same if they had had the 
chance. This does not mean that there 
is anything particularly repulsive or sin- 
ful about journalists, though I believe 
that what the Sun did was both repul- 
sive and. if the term has any meaning. 


sinful. It was just unexceptional, too. 
part of what the theologian Rowan 
Williams calls “the way that acts and 
persons grind together to destroy and 
erode everything" 

WhaL gives it a peculiar horror is the. 
disproportion of the consequence to the 
wrongness. This disproportion is- the 
social dimension of ori ginal an. It fe part 
of the ineradicable wrongness of the 
world which the doctrine also means; 
what the Pope called “structures of sin”. 
What is true and right about the Git- 
ta Sereny approach to evil is that even 
the most evil among us need to have 
these tendencies brought out by the 
course of our lives; and most of those 
who are evil have had childhoods so 
ghastly that it is possible dimly to 
imagine how we might crack under 
such strain. . 

The trouble is that the notion of orig- 
inal sin sounds absurd because the Gen- 
esis story in which it first appears is 
unhistorical. There was no Adam: 
There was no Eve. There never was a 
garden. The wrongness in the world was 
not all brought here by human beings. 
Bui with all that said, there is sun an 
to explain; and at least the old doctrine 
was right to say that it will persist for 
as long as the world does. 


*4 ,■ 
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Four-day winning streak puts Footsie back above 6,000 


market report 



oerek PAfN 


EQUITIES achieved a four- 
day winning streak ' with 

Footsie recapturing the 6.000 
high ground. 

This week’s advance has re- 
duced feare that the Stock 
Market had run out of steam 
and was set for a dull, subdued 
period of indecisiveness. 

It was the first time for two 
weeks that Footsie Lopped 
6.000 points. It started this 
week with a 141.5 fail as sud- 
den worries of higher US in- 
terest rates look their toll. 

But since bleak Monday, 
shares have moved ahead and 
yesterday’s progress, an 82 
gain to 6 , 0103 , means the 
index achieved a near 150 
net gain over the five trading 
days. 

An in-form New York, 
some encouraging economic 
indicators and that old faith- 
ful, takeover excitement, 
provided the stimulus. Sup- 
porting shares were in form 
with the mid and small cap in- 
dices making headway. 

Turnover, however, was 


low, as befitted a Friday ahead 
of a Bank Holiday. 

EM], which prompted the 
bid excitement with its reve- 
lation of a bid approach, gave 
up a Utile of its takeover- 
inspired gain, ending 7 . 5 p off 
at 6 U 0 p. Allied Domecq, the 
drinks group, which could be 
drawn into corporate action if 
Seagram, the Canadian group, 
does, as most suspect, emerge 
as EMI’s suitor, finned 14 p to 
629 p. 

Picking the next bid target 
occupied much of the day's 
trading. Reekitt & Colman, the 
household goods group for 
long suspected of being in 
Unilever's sights, jumped 52 p 
to I. 2 S 7 p; Ladbroke, seen os 
an American target, cantered 
11 . 25 p to MDp and Safeway, 
known to have attracted Asda, 
put on lip to 367 - 5 p. 

Unilever, helped by re- 
sults, did its acquisition ability 
no harm at all with a 31 p gain 
to 668p; Asda, with Drcsdner 
Klein wort Benson positive, 
rose 4 J 5 p to 204 . 75 p. 


Cable & Wireless was an- 
other caught up in the specu- 
lation. The shares improved 
25 p to 710 p. Orange, the 
mobile phone group, also had 
a speculative ring, up ISp to 
447 . 25 p. 

Southern Electric, the only 
one of the electricity dozen 
privatised eight years ago to re- 
tain its independence, held at 
550 p as SG Securities drew at- 
tention to its “rarity value". 

Insurers remained in de- 
mand. General Accident 
added ? 4 p to l, 48 dp with its in- 
tended partner. Commercial 
Union, improving 51 p to 
2 , 170 p. The insurance merger 
is still, some believe, threat- 
ened by European interest. 
The shares of the two had a 
weak time before rallying this 
week. There is speculation 
the share retreat could have 
encouraged an overseas group 
to consider intervening. 

Alliance & Leicester en- 
joyed a late run, jumping 54 p 
to S 90 p as some decided it 
could be the first quoted 


former building society to feel 
the heat of a takeover strike. 
Talk of share buybacks, even 
a special dividend, was also in 
the air. 

Whitbread, ahead of fig- 
ures next week, gained 37 p to 
1 . 07 Dp. Merrill Lynch expects 
£ 358 . 2 m, a £5 5.4 m galn. 

Cadbtuy Schweppes hard- 
ened 6p to 878 p. Its first-quar- 
ter US soft drink sales came 
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in better than some predicted 
Volume was up 1-5 per cent, 

despite a late Easter, with the 

Dr Pepper brand leading the 
way. 

Abbey National shaded Sp 
to 1 , 1 15 p as SBC Warburg 
trimmed its profits estimates 
and lowered its target price to 
l, 220 p. Halifax, with Schroders 
offering a 900 p target, finned 
toSOOp. 

Carpetright was unim- 
pressed by more share buying 
by chairman Lord Harris of 
Pedtham, the Tbty Party bene- 
factor. He acquired 290,000 
shares at 330 p and now has 
16.16 per cent- The deal left 
the shares off 6p at 33 Sp. 
They were 65 lp two years 
ago. 

Hambro Insurance Ser- 
vices may not be around long 
enough lobesplii from Ham- 
bras. the merchant bank falling 
to a South African strike. The 
shares rose 1 6 p to 1243 p after 
the company said ft had re- 
ceived approaches. It is owned 
52 per cent by Hambros. 


Chesterton International, 
the estate agent, returned to 
market at 28 p against the 36 p 
the shares were suspended at 
in February when bid talks 

were announced. The negoti- 
ations were unsuccessful. 

Streamline, the road main- 
tenance group, advanced 
27 _ 5 p to 297 - 5 p as Jarvis 
moved in with a £ 184 - 5 m 
agreed cash and share offer. 
Jarvis, up 21 - 5 p to 685 p, is 
already entrenched in rail 
maintenance. Its shares were 
4 . 75 p three yeans ago. 

Jefferson Smnrfft the 
paper and pa ck a gin g group, 
improved 8 . 5 p to 2 SS- 5 p. 
Dublin stockbroker NCB be- 
lieves the proposed deal be- 
tween JS's 4 6 J per cem US 
offshoot and another Ameri- 
can group could make JS 
shares worth around 30 Qp. 

Capital Radio, up 303 p to 
6603 p, tuned in to the 90 per 
cent takeover of London’s 
newest rock music station, 
Xfin. The acquisition cost 
£ 143 m. 


TAKING STOCK 

STOCKBROKER Durlacha; 
planning a move into market- 
malting, jumped 57 - 5 p to 275 p, 
a peak, as the market cottoned 
on to its involvement with 
Demon Internet, Britain’s 
largest independent internee 
service providei: Scottish- 
Ftower is paying £66m in cash 
tor the internet business, 
Durlacher’s Demon stake is 
not thought to be large, 
around 1 percent 

ASPEN, the marketing and 
specialist printing group, 
finned 15 p to UISp. There 
was talk of takeover action. A 
US group, Qnaestns, is known 
to be interested and has 
around 3 per cent of the 
capital. It became apparent in 
March that Quaestus was 
considering an offer; The 
Americans specialise In the 
information industry. 

CHARLTON, the First 
Division dub challenging for a 
place in the Premiership, 
raised £ 674 , 000 , placing 
shares at SOp. Directors were 
amo n g those hlfcing up the 
shares, unchanged at 5 L 5 p. 
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£33 m for Internet pioneer as ScottishPower buys Demon 


By Michael Harrison 


A FORMER accountant who set up 
Britain's biggest independent Internet 
service provider with £20,000 capital six 
years ago yesterday made £33m by selling 
the business to ScottishPower. 

Scottish Telecom, the telecoms arm of 
ScottishPower, is paying £66m to acquire 
Demon Internet from CKff Stanford, its 
founder and former managing director. Mr 
Stanford, who owned half the business, mil 
continue to act as a consultant to Demon, 


although he plans to launch a new busi- 
ness venture next week. 

Some 250 of Demon’s 570 employees 
will also make windfalls averaging about 
£10,000 each from share options in the 
business. 

From a standing start in 1992 Demon 
has become the best-known of the Inter- 
net service providers and the biggest 
“dial-up” company in Europe with 180,000 
subscribers out of the estimated 300,000 
who connect to the web through Internet 
service providers. It pioneered low-cost, 
flat-rate connection to the Internet in 


Britain and the Netherlands. About 40 per 
cent of its users are business customers and 
Demon generates 6 million minutes of tele- 
phone usage a day.’ 

In the year to 30 April 1997 it made a 
bottom line loss of £2L8m on sales of£18m 
after spending £4. 6m on a transatlantic link 
to the United States. 

Roy Bliss, managing director of Demon, 
said the company was operating more or 
less profitably now and maintained it 
could have continued on its own. But he 
said the takeover by ScottishPower would' 
secure its future in a market which by some 


estimates is growing at 10 per cent a month 
and attracting the likes of British Telecom, 
which has launched its own Internet ser- 
vice provider. 

The UK Internet access market is in- 
creasingly expected to be dominated by 
large playerswith bigger subscriber bases, 
deeper pockets and the resources to in- 
troduce additional services. 

Scottish Tfclecom is already a significant 
player in the telecoms market north of the ■ 
border and on-line information is a grow- 
ing part of its business. Through its. sub- 
sidiary. The Information Service, it claims 


to aocoont for 22 per cent of the premium . 
irate call traffic in the UK. 

- It also has a joint venture with tie pub- 
lisher DC Thomson called Scotland On 
line, the leading Scottish Internet service, 
and took over business and financial in- 
formation service provider Prestel On 
Line two years ago. 

Hie Demon deal takes ScottishPower’s 
investment in Scottish Tfeleccrm to £150m 
since its launch in' 1994, of which £90m has 
been spent on acquisitions. It now has a 
staff of 1,500 and recently unveiled plans 
to . develop - : a fibre - op tic - network 


throughout the Highlands and .Islands. 

Mir Stanford, 44, who graw up in 
Southend-on-Sea and became mi articled 
i clerk ina firm erf accounlants stqught after 
leaving school, rah his own software busi- 
ness before latching on to the potential of 
the Internet. He now lives m Be^jum and 
said that his only hobbies for the lasf sir 
years had been “the Internei^tfae Internet 
"and the Internet”. •' 

The other shareholders in Demon are 
foe. venture capi tal group APAX Partners 
and Giles Tbdd, who helped found the busi- 
ness with Mr Stanford. - . 


Industry 
gloom 
rules out 
rate rise 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


FRESH evidence yesterday of 
a sharp downturn in manufac- 
turing all but ruled out the 
prospect of a rise in interest 
rates next week. In the second 
gloomy survey of industry this 
week, the Chartered Institute of 
Purchasing and Supply said 
manufacturing activity declined 
in April for the ' first time in 
almost two years. 

This weak result, combined 
with a burst of optimism about 
the German mark as ministers 
gathered for the euro decision 
weekend in Brussels, took the 
pound to its lowest level for 
more than two months. It end- 
ed more than 3 pfennigs lower 


Two-speed economy 



Purchasing managers* index 

i 61 



t DM2.96, while sterling's in- 
ex against a range of curren- 
ies fell a foil point to 105.3. The 
lay Day holiday on the Con- 
neat meant the currency mar- 
ets were quiet. 

The FTSE-100 index 
limbed back above 6,000. It 
oded 82 points higher at 
,0103. 

The CIPS Purchasing Man- 
gers’ Index declined below 
le 50 “boom-bust” line of 50 
) 493, compared with 52.0 in 
(arch. The main reason for the 
eakcr result was a drop in new 
rders and output. 

Export orders fell at an even 


fester rate in April than the pre- 
vious month, while the growth 
of output tailed off sharply. Just 
13 per cent of firms said their 
export orders had risen last 
month. 

The output index dropped 
from 56.8 to 5021, with con- 
sumer goods the only sector to 
report rising output. Employ- 
ment also fell for the second 
month r unning . 

The survey confirmed evi- 
dence from a Confederation of 
British Industry survey earlier 
this week that the strong pound 
and falling exports are ham- 
mering manufacturing. “The 
portents for the future are not 
good,” said Peter Thomson, 
the CIPS director general 

Separate statistics yesterday 
showing that March's increase 
in consumer credit was the 
highest since the monthly fig- 
ures began, and that new mort- 
gage commitments had risen 
sharply, did not sway analysts' 
verdict about the outcome of 
next week's meeting of the 
Bank of England's Monetary 
Policy Committee. 

Consumer credit leapt by 
£1 .4bn in March, taking the an- 
nual rate of increase up from 
15.8 per cent to 16.6 per cent 

As retail sales rose less than 
expected during the month, 
analysts speculated that the 
credit jump reflected either 
non-retail spending such as 
holidays and cars or further 
take-up of cheap credit deals on 
the high street 

Total new mortgage lending 
dipped slightly to £1.8bn in 
March, the Bank of England re- 
ported. its growth rate edging 
down lo 5.7 per cent However, 
the number of new mortgage 
commitments increased. 

“The fed that consumers are 
still happy to borrow is consis- 
tent with the message from the 
latest consumer confidence 
numbers, which are still rea- 
sonably strong.” said Jonathan 
Loynes, an economist at HSBC 
Markets. 

However, the latest figures 
have removed most analysts’ 
concerns about the risk of a fur- 
ther rise in the cost of borrow- 
ing, even though some parts of 
the economy obviously remain 
much stronger than the em- 
battled manufacturing sector. 

The retreat this week of 
earlier fears that the Federal 
Reserve would raise US inter- 
est rates has also helped shift 
sentiment in the UK. 


Yesterday in the markets 


STOCK MARKETS 


Dow Jones 




1 “ * * 

1 1 


N I 

■ » r 


If 

T W 


Indices 

index 

Ctosa 


Qaaga 

*Daa>jBiw* ntv«p* w Int 

emmocs) S2«k bWi szMktow twddy 

FTSE 100 

6010.30 


1.38 6150.50 

4382.80 

3.35 

FT5E250 



HBE— mrFT 


WESM 

T5E350 



1 ■ 

kciipii 


laslJAki.-'i'B 






TSE SmallCan 


HER 



2.96 

ihilLTJ'Zm 

■pfia 

mmu 

WM 1 IT r ( ih: \ u 

122520 

3.13 

FTSE AM 


1 1 ■ 




Dow Jonas 



0 3B 9213.33 



H— -Sena.-. 

10563.68 - 

180.00 

1 73 16820 31 

IL^^.T 11 




£4.7bn 





By Andrew Yates 


Road to riches: The purchase of Streamline makes Jarvis a £Ibn company 


Photograph; John Lawrence 


Streamline sale nets managers £26m 


By Michael Harrison 


A GROUP of managers and 
employees at Streamline, the 
road cones and highway main- 
tenance company, were £26m 
richer yesterday after the busi- 
ness was taken over in a £184m 
deal by the construction and rail 
group Jarvis. 

Streamline, a management 
buyout from Shell in 1993 which 
subsequently floated on the 
stock market in 1996, is 14 per 


cent owned by Terry Simpson, its 
chief executive, and .50 "other 
managed and senior employees. 

The acquisition will turn 
Jarvis into a £lbn company 
with interests spanning rail, 
construction, road services and 
specialist building materials. 

Streamline b as four main 
businesses - road maintenance, 
road marking, roadside signs 
and special road services such 
as bus and cycle lanes and 
sleeping policemen. 


The company has contracts 
to maintain road networks in 
eight shire counties and has also 
won three road maintenance 
contracts let by the Highways 
Agency. The maintenance 
agreements cover everything 
from repairing potholes to ac- 
cident clearance and gritting 
and indude looking after some 
of the busiest roads in London 
from the North Circular Road 
and Marylebone Road to the 
stretches of the A1 and Ml be- 


tween the capital and the M25. 

Mr Simpson, who will join 
the board of Jarvis, said that al- 
though road marking might 
seem like a simple business it in- 
volved a lot of technology. 
“There is more to a white line 
than meets the eye,” he added. 

Jarvis is paying for Stream- 
line with cash and shares and 
has acceptances from share- 
holders holding a third of the 
equity which are binding even 
if a higher rival offer is made. 


Jarvis, led by Paris Moaye- 
di, has grown from a small con- 
struction group into oae of the 
country's biggest transport 
.maintenance companies. It 
snapped up five of the 13 British 
Rail maintenance and track re- 
newal companies sold off at pri- 
vatisation. Mr Moayedj said 
the Stream tine deal would take 
it into Europe and the Far East 
and opened up the possibility of 
tendering for toll road man- 
agement contracts. 


SHAREHOLDERS in EMI. 
are unlikely to relinquish con- 
trol cif the muse giant for less 
than 650p a share, which would 
value the group at least £4.7bn, 
it emerged yesterday.’ 

EMI’s board is also Likely to 
reject any bid significant^ be- 
low that price according to 
Sources dose to die company. 

Seagram is believed to have 
expressed an interest in EMI 
{ and has held informal talks 
about an offer, according to in- 
dustry sources. Observers be- 
lieve that an initial price of 58(^} 
has been mooted. But it appears 
that any bidder would have to 
pay significantly more than that 
to be successful. 

One of EMTs large institu- 
tional shareholders said yes- 
terday: “The idea of a 580p bid 
is a non-starter; EMI may have 
had its management problems 
and handled them badly but it 
is a stiH a rare catch and should 
be priced as such." 

Another fund manager said: 
“We would want at least 650p 
a share to make an offer worth- 
while. 

' Anthony deLarrinagha, me- 
dia analyst at Pammire Gordon, 
said: “580p looks too low, de- 
spite the pain we have ail suf- 
fered. 

“After all, EMI is the largest 
music publisher in the world - 
and there is growing demand for 
music rights." 

EMI’s share slipped 7-5p to 
600 .5p yesterday as some ana- 
lysts expressed doubts that a 
firm offer for Lhe company 
would emerge. 


£3.5m pledge to sick Flextech chief 


Biotech 


calls 


By Paul McCann 

Media Editor 


ROGER LUARD, who took 
Flextech from an obscure ofl 
services company to a £800m 
pay-television giant, has been of- 
fered what is probably Britain’s 
biggest ever sick-pay cheque. 

Mr Luard, 49, Flextech’s 
chief executive, has been fight- 
ing an inflammatory eye con- 
dition since Januaiy that 
threatens to impair his visual 
field. Doctors have told him he 
needs to leave work for more 
advanced treatment. The com- 
pany’s board announced yes- 
terday that it had made him an 
offer of £3 .5m if he cannot re- 
turn to work by 31 December. 

The settlement would buy 


INTEREST RATES 


out his existing share options 
and bonus scheme. 

The company emphasised it 
was hopeftd that Mr Luard 
would make a quick recovery 
and would be back before the 
deadline. A spokeswoman said 
the announcement hod been 
made for the benefit of the City 
and to reassure Mr Luard. 

In the interim the company 
will be managed by Brent Har- 
man. managing director, tele- 
vision, and Mark Luiz, finance 
director. 

They will report to Adam 
Singer, Flextech’s executive 
chairman since last year. 

Mr Singer saj± “Roger is re- 
ceiving treatment for his eye 
condition and it is important 
that he has proper time to re- 
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cupcrale. The company and 
shareholders wish Roger a 
speedy recovery and a quick re- 
turn to work." 

Flextech provides 16 pay- 
televirion channels to 25 milli on 
viewers in the UK and Europe 
and is the biggest supplier of 
pay-television programmes in 
the UK. Its channels include the 
archive service Bravo, the 
women's lifestyle channel Liv- 
ing and the teenage channel 
Trouble. 

Mr Luard guided Flextech to 
its present size with the back- 
ing of Flextech’s major share- 
holder Telecommunications 
International, the internation- 
al arm of John Makmc’s TCf 
group, the biggest cable TV 
company in the world. 


CURRENCIES 



to sack McCullagh 


By Andrew Yates 


Luard: Pay-off if he cannot 
return by 31 December 
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BRITISH BIOTECH con- 
firmed yesterday that it had no 
plans to sack Keith McCul- 
lagh, its chief executive, despite 
growing pressure to do so from 
some institutional shareholders. 

The spokeswoman for the 
group said thaL it plans to rush 
out a circular to shareholders 
“as soon as possible” to counter 
allegations by Dr Andrew Mil- 
lar, its former clinical research 
director who has attacked the 
way British Biotech has handled 
its drug development pro- 
gramme. 

However British Biotech is 
not planning to unveil any nmn- 


lO-URIST RATES 


agement changes in the circu- 
lar. Instead it will cover its ap- 
proach to the research and 
development programme and 
include a year end cash balance. 

However the group s till ap- 
pears to be on a collision course 
with some institutional share- 
holders who are unhappy with 
Mr McCullagh’s present role. 

British Biotech acknowl- 
edged yesterday that some of its 
directors could face legal action 
in the US from the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
which has launched an investi- 
gation into allegations that 
press releases from the group 
painted an over-optimistic pic- 
ture of the prospects for 
Harimastat. a cancer treatment. 
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Why the Stock Exchange is a national disgrace 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY 
EVERYONE IS UP 
IN ARMS OVER 
THE STOCK 
EXCHANGE, AND 
WHY ONE 
REGULATOR GETS 
MORE PRAISE 
THAN ANOTHER 


IT HAS not been a good week for Gavin 
Casey, chief executive of the London Slock 
Exchange. First came a survey of leading 
fund managers which found many to be 
damning in their criticism of the ex- 
change's new "order-driven" trading sys- 
tem. Then Trade point, a competitor to the 
exchange, said its research showed con- 
siderable dissatisfaction among institu- 
tional investors with the new set-up. 

But the coup de grace came from Philip 
Augur, group managing director of 
Schrodere Securities. "The Stock Exchange 
should consider very carefully whether 
the 30 per cent market share for SETS (the 
new order-driven system) and the appar- 
ent worsening of spreads for institutional 
investors is consistent with its duties and will 
be sufficient to prevent an Office of fttir 
Trading inquiry", he said m one of the most 
damning letters about the exchange I have 
ever seen aired publicly in the City. 

How is it that the exchange, whose pur- 
pose it is to provide a public service system 
for the trading of securities, has come to 
attract such criticism, some of the fiercest 
since it was forced to abandon fixed com- 
missions and dual capacity in the mid 19SGs? 

Actually, there is nothing wrong with 
the new system as such. Technically it 
works just fine, and despite early concern 
that it badly disadvantaged small retail in- 
vestors, it is now bedding down in a way 


which is probably mildly beneficial to them, 
ironically, the problems arc occurring with 
big institutional investors. Since it was pres- 
sure from them, and the threat that they 
would move their business to the order- 
driven systems of the Continental bourses, 
which caused the exchange to introduce 
the new system in the first place, this is 
something of a turn up for the books. 

The Stock Exchange claims that retail 
trades are typically being done under the 
new system an a spread (the difference be- 
tween the offer and bid price) which is IS 
per cent better than the old, quote-driven 
way of trading. But according to Mr 
Augur's letter, that is not the case for in- 
stitutional investors, who on his calculations 
have seen the spread roughly double in size 
since the new system came into being. 

Partly as a result of this, the order book 
has failed to gain the level of trade and 
liquidity required to make it attractive to 
those dealing in larger blocks of shares. 
Since the order book is not allowing in- 
stitutions to deal in the quantities they re- 
quire, they are forced to fall back on Lbe 
old quote-driven system, or to deal off- 
market entirely. The order book is for many 
becoming little more than a sounding board 
for market makers and others to find out 
who’s buying and selling. The main busi- 
ness is then done away from the book. 

So what’s all the fuss about? If institu- 


tions don't tike the new system, there’s 
always the old one to fall back on, isn't 
there? Unfortunately the old -system, 
which obliged market-makers to deal at 
published prices, is no longer being en- 
forced, officially because the exchange 
wants to encourage use of SETS. Market- 
makers can pick and chose who they deal 
with, and because prices are no longer trans- 
parent, they can fteal at whatever level the 
market will take. Market-making is sud- 
denly a highly profitable business. Mean- 
while, eveiyonc else is being ripped off. 

In essence, the Slock Exchange has be- 
come a hostage to three or four powerful 
market -makers. It is their interests, rather 
than those of the investment community 
as a whole, which the exchange now 
serves. The situation is a disgrace and de- 
mands government action. The Office of 
Fair Trading is already investigating the 
City’s underwriting cartel, but the sums in- 
volved here are an irrelevance set along- 
side the huge amounts being traded 
through the market each day. Come on Mr 
Bridjgemm Do something about it, because 
the Stock Exchange certainly doesn't look 
as if it is going to move on its own. 


THE MOST striking thing about John 
Battle’s advert isement yesterday for the 
first energy regulator, taking in both gas 


and electricity regulation, was not the fact 
of the announcement at all Kather it was 

in yvhat the minis ter for science, energy 
and industry had to ssry about the two pre- 
sent incumbents as head of gas and elec- 
tricity regolation- 

First, Professor Stephen Uttlechild, 
director general of electricity supply. Mr 
Battle positively overflows with praise for 
the bearded Prof. “I would like to put on 
record my strong appreciation of bis con- 
tribution made over many years” ... blah- 
blah, blah -blah. Can Mr Battle realty be 
referring to the same man? Stephen litde- 
child is best remembered in the City and 
elsewhere as the regulator who so pro- 
foundly misjudged his first review of prices 
in the electricity industry that within 
months he was forced to re-review the re- 
view, which had been generous in the ex- 
treme to the companies and their 
shareholders. Furthermore, he chose to an- 
nounce this slap bang in the middle of the 
Government’s sale of shares in PoweiGen 
and National Fiower, thus causing the City 
to think, albeit briefly, it had been sold a 
pup. Indeed, it is him Mr Battle has in mind. 

To be flair. Professor Uttlechild hi not 
entirety without his good points. He is the 
mm who originally invented the formula 
on which all price regulation of utilities is 
based in the UK. The concept has since 
been much used elsewhere in the world. 


Furthermore it has been instrumental 
in yie lding mass ive price reductions across 
the utilities, enormously improving the 
efficiency of these industries and thus the 
competitiveness of the UK economy. So 
we owe him a debt as a thinker. It in 
the practice that he r»*y have left some- 
thing to be desired The judgement of 
history is a harsh one; fortunately for Prof 
Uttlechild, Mr Battle’s is not. 

With Clare Spottiswoode, director 
general of gas suppty, it is rather the other 
way round. She’s the one who sent roses 
to a senior civil serva-t at the Department 
of Energy, is invariably described as the 
laughing regulator, and British Gas liked 
to depict as clean round the bend Her 
achievement is that she took on British Gas 
and won. That was good not just for the 
consumer, but arguably' for British Gas as 
well. Both halves of the since demerged 
group - distribution and sales - seem to 
be thriving on their own. 

This is what Mr Battle has to say about 
her. “I should also Uke to acknowledge the 
work ofOare Spottiswoode, whose five-year 
contract as director general of gas suppty 
comes to an end on 31 October.” There’s a 
bit more than this, but not much. Presum- 
ably there's something personal here, for of 
the two regulators, Ms Spottiswoode seems 
to haw? the better reconi Perhaps Mr 
Battle would care to tell us about it. 


Single watchdog 
for energy prices 


By Michael Harrison 


THE GAS reguiator Clare 
Spottiswoode and her opposite 
number in electricity. Professor 
Stephen Uttlechild are to be 
replaced by a single energy 
regulator, the Government con- 
firmed yesterday. 

The search for a candidate 
to take on the £120,0Q0-a~year 
post has already begun with the 
appointment of headhunters. 
An appointment is hoped to be 
made before the autumn. 

The widely anticipated 
move follows the decision out- 
lined m last month's utility 
green paper to merge Offer and 
Ofgas into one body following 
the liberalisation of the gas and 
electricity markets. 

Ms Spottiswoode’s £96,000- 
^ a-year contract ends on 31 Oc- 
^ tester and she had already made 
it plain to friends and col- 
leagues ihat she did not intend 
to stay on either at Ofgas or as 
bead of the combined regulator. 

Professor Littlechild’s 
£109.000-a-vear contract does 
not expire until August. He has 
agreed to stay on, probably 
until the end of the year, to en- 
sure an orderly transition and 
to oversee the opening up of do- 
mestic competition in electric- 
ity. 

Advertisements for the new 
energy regulator's job call for 
someone with an understand- 


ing of bow government and reg- 
ulation operate and who is "an 
excellent communicator and 
of unquestioned integrity”. 

A possible candidate is Anna 
Walker, former deputy director 
general of the telecoms regu- 
lator OfieL, now conducting the 
Government's energy review. 

Whitehall officials stressed 
yesterday that Professor Lit- 
tiechild's decision to leave was 
his own and that ministers 
would have liked him to stay on. 
Colleagues say that he may 
move into consultancy, per- 
haps for one of the big inte- 
grated US power utilities. 

The person appointed will 
initially take over as head of Of- ■ 
gas and then move into the job 
of combined regulator. The 
Government has left open the 
possibility of replacing the post 
of individual regulator with a 


board or commission in which 
case the job will be to chair the 
new body. 

Ms Spottiswoode's departure 
became inevitable after she was 
overruled by the Energy Min- 
ister John Battle in a dispute 
over the marketing of gas and 
electricity. She had wanted to 
prevent electricity companies 
from selling gas to customers 
until their own markets were 
open to competition. 

Announcing the changes 
yesterday Mr Battle was effu- 
sive in his thanks to Professor 
Littlectiild, recording his 
"strong appreciation” of his 
contribution and the “key role" 
he played in improving service 
and lowering prices. 

His comments about Ms 
Spottiswoode were more per- 
functory. 

Jeremy Warner, this page 



Degrees of praise: Spottiswoode and Uttlechild 



BAT says the collapse of the US proposals would make smoking easier for teenagers 

BAT warns of US bjack market 


By Andrew Verity 


BAT Industries, the British 
cigarette giant, yesterday 
claimed the US would develop 
a Mack market in tobacco for 
teenagers because of the col- 
lapse of a $367.5bn (£220m) le- 
gal settlement with the industry. 

Lord Cairns, chairman of 
BAT; said “politics got in the 
way of common sense” when 
the deal collapsed last month. 

"The proposals suggested by 
the Senate combine huge tax- 
es with a mammoth bureau- 
cracy and would result in an 
inevitable black market which, 
perversely, would make ciga- 
rettes more accessible to 
teenagers," he said. 

BAT has warned of bank- 


ruptcy for the whole US to- 
bacco industry if the Senate 
goes ahead with plans for a 
tougher, legislated settlement 
If the industry complies with the 
proposals, the cost is expected 
to exceed $600bn. 

The first settlement agreed 
in June 1997, gave tobacco 
companies exemption from fu- 
ture class actions for damages 
caused by cigarettes. The Sen- 
ate's new proposals would re- 
move that protection. 

BAT shares rose after it re- 
ported be tier -than- expected 
first quarter profits of £573m, 
a two per cent fall. Profits had 
been expected to fell to £560m 
in comparison with last year, 
when BAT sold First Federal, 
a US savings and loan associ- 
ation. 


Sales ofBATsUS products 

- KooL GPC, Misty and Capri 

- slumped by 10 per cent to 16 
billion cigarettes after rivals 
launched new brands. 

Results were bolstered by 
the group's financial services 
wing, British American Finan- 
cial Services (BAFSX which saw 
profits leap by 16 per cent to 
£298m. BAFS is set to merge 
with Zurich Financial Services 
on June 12. Zurich will take a 
57 per cent stake. 

Eagle Star, an insurance 
subsidiary of BAFS, said claims 
from the April floods would be 
lower than feared. If other in- 
surers have a similar expo- 
sure, the total cost of the floods 
will be £300m. Damage was at 
first expected to come to 
£5 00m. 


Capital buys alternative rock station 


By Clifford German 


VPHAL RADIO, the music- 
sed entertainment group 
lose bid to win control of 
ebard Branson’s Virgin Ra- 
> was blocked earlier this 
ir, has agreed to buy 90.1 per 
it ofXfin. ibe London-based 
ernative rock station, for 
L5m. 

The deal is subject to ap- 
>val by the regulatory au- 
irities. The Monopolies and 
•reers Commissi 011 rejected 
pital’s £87m bid for Virgin 
dio on competition grounds 
er deliberating for six 


months, just after a consortium 
led by the Chris Evans, the DJ, 
had snatched control of Virgin 
with a slightly lower bid of 
£S5m. 

David Mansfield, Capital 
Radio's chief executive, said the 
bid for Xfm would not be re- 
ferred. Acquiring Xfm would 
give Capital Radio the two 
FM stations and one AM sta- 
tion in the London area which 
it is allowed by the Broadcast- 
ing Act 1996. Unlike the ac- 
quisition of Virgin Radio it 
would not materially in crease 
the group’s share of the listen- 
ing audience in London or the 
share of advertising revenue. 


Xfm. has only 0.6 per cent of 
the listening hours ami even less 
of the advertising revenues. 
The station began broadcasting 
only last September and has lost 
up to 11 per cem of its initial 
audience in the last three 
months. Capital intends to in- 
ject more mainstream rock 
music into Xfin’s playlist and in- 
troduce its expertise in mar- 
keting, advertising sales and 
programming. 

"We are not collecting 
nuggets of gold here, we are ac- 
quiring a seam of gold but we 
have to dig to find it,” a 
spokesman said. 

Chris Parry, Xfm's manag- 


ing director and co-founder, win 
continue as a director and re- 
tain the outstanding 9.9 per cent 
stake in the company. 

After taking into account 
start-up costs, Xfm lost £1.7m 
. in the year to the end of De- 
cember and the deal is unlike- 
ly to have a positive impact on 
-Capital Radio's profits tins year. 
The shares rase 30.5p to 660.5p. 

Capital FM is already the 
market leader in London radio, 
with 15.5 per cent of the capi- 
tal’s audience, Capital Gold has 
a further 5.2 per cent The 
group controls around 60 per 
cent of the commercial adver- 
tising revenue. 


Further blow for Newcastle 
as fourth director (eaves dub 


By Andrew Yates 


NEWCASTLE, the troubled 
Premier League dub rocked by 
scandal over comments from 
two senior executives, has lost 
its fourth director since it came 
to the stock market a year ago. 

The resignation of Jo Dixon, 
Newcastle’s finance director, is 
another blow to the group's 
credibility in the Q'ty, accord- 
ing to analysts. 

The announcement follows 
the departure of Freddy Shep- 
herd and Douglas Hafl, who left 
the dub in disgrace after mak- 
ing damaging remarks about 


team members and fans. New- 
castle also lost Mark Corbidge, 
joint chief executive, last July 
when he resigned after just 
seven months with the dub. 

Ms DixoD, 38, joined New- 
castle from National West- 
minster Bank three years ago 
and received a £100,000 bonus 
from Cameron Hall, the ma- 
jority shareholders in the dub, 
when it floated. 

Both Ms Dixon and New- 
castle denied her departure had 
anything to do with the problems 
that have beset the dub. "I have 
had a great time. But this is my 
third anniversary here and I 
wanted to move on,” she said. 


Baring Tribune offers 
investors chance to sell 

BARING TRIBUNE Investment Trust yesterday launched 
a fresh scheme to beat off arbitrageurs seeking to break up 
the £300m vehicle. BAKT is offering investors the choice of 
staying with the trust or selling out aL a 5 per cent discount. 
Last month the trust beat off an attempt to break it up by 
Advance UK, a fund widely seen as an arbitrageur. Under 
the plan, shareholders who want to exit can opt for a sepa- 
rate pool of investment, run by Barclays Global Investors, 
which will simply track the FT All-Share Index. They can 
then sell these shares. The plan marks a new direction in efforts 
to defend the UK’s £6Gbn investment trust industry. 

Hambro Insurance talks 

HAMBRO Insurance Services said it had received “a num- 
ber of approaches" from potential purchasers. It said the ap- 
proaches - rumoured to indude a proposal from Fishers 
International, the Irish insurer - could lead to an offer for 
the group. But HIS stressed it was still reviewing a range of 
options, including a share buyback and joint ventures. Yes- 
terday, the bulk of Hambros, HIS’s majority shareholder, was 
sold to Investec of South Africa. 

Equipment hire buyout 

GOODE DURRANT, the specialist vehicle hire group , has 
sold its equipment hire company, Ravenstock Tam, to a 
management buyout team for around £25.8m. The buyout 
is led by Dudley Thompson, a former finance director of 
Goode DurranL The total proceeds from the sale include 
borrowings of £93m, which wfl] be assumed by the buyer. 
The disposal will allow Goode Durrani to focus on North- 
gate, its commercial vehicle hire business. 

Hanson seeks to expand 

HANSON, the building materials group, said yesterday it was 
seeking opportunities for expansion. In a statement to the 
agm, Christopher Collins, the chairman, said Hanson Brick 
was expected to benefit from an increase in housing starts 
this year while the US heavy construction materials supplier 
Cornerstone expected to benefit from the consolidation of 
the aggregates industry. 

Rexam sells operations 

REXAM, the packaging and coated products group, has sold 
its Aluminium Foil and Ovenable Board Tray operations to ' 
Ekco Group for £12m in cash. The operations had sales of 
£18m and net assets of £9 .9m in 1997. 

£50m Dalgety buyout 

D ALGETY has agreed to sell its agricultural suppty busi- 
ness Dalgety Agriculture to a management buyout team for 
£50m. The sale means Dalgety will now consist only of PIC 
International Group, the world's leading pig breeding and 
genetic improvement business. The management buyout team 
is led by Paul Kirk and Tony Taylor of Dalgety Agriculture. 
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WHO’S SUING 
*WHO 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 



ARTHUR SCAR GILL, President of the 
National Union of Miners (NUM), has is- 
sued a summons against the Charity Com- 
missioners and the Attorney General in his 
appeal against bis suspension as a trustee 
of two miners’ chanties. 

Mr ScargiU was suspended by the 
Charity Commission last June from being 
a trustee of “The Yorkshire Miners’ Wel- 
fare Trust Fund Scheme" and “The York- 
shire Miners’ Welfare Convalescent 
Homes". The miners’ leader was also sus- 
pended from being chairman of the Homes 

charity. . _ _ 

Id March this year John Moms, QC, 
the Attorney General got the backing of 
fYnirt for a scheme to regulate 



IQCaUMBULiuw — — qj 

appeal against his suspension is due. to 
reach court this June. 

The Charity Commission took its action 
last year against Mr ScargiU over the al- 
legedly inappropriate transfer of £800,000 

' ■ < ' *_ (mm nulhett Frmft 


There are no suggestions that Mr Scargill 
or anyone else has been involved to any 
impropriety, but that certain procedures 
had not been followed. 

Mr Scaigfll and a fellow trustee Frank 
Cave lodged their appeal this week, claim- 
ing in their writ “There has been no mis- 
conduct or mismanagement by the 
plaintiffs in the adminis tration of either 
charity." 

The writ continues “It has not been 
shown that the suspension of the First 
Pl aintiff [Mr ScargiU] and subsequent re- 
moval of both plaintiffs is or was necessary 
or desirable for the purpose of protecting 
the property of either charity.” 

The writ says that if any misconduct or 
mismanagement in the running of either 
charity has taken place, it has not been 
shown that this has resulted from “any act 
or omission on the part of the plaintiffs. 

The duo also say that it has not been 
shown by the Charity Commissioners that 

the pair acted contrary to “the minuted res- 


olutions or intentions of the trustees of ei- 
ther charity." 

The pair add that they have not “by 
virtue of their membership of the National 
Union of Mineworkers or the National 
Union of Mineworkers (Yorkshire Area), 
placed or allowed themselves to remain in 
a position of conflict as trustees”. 

The writ, issued on behalf of Mr 
ScargiU and Mr Cave by City solicitors 
Bates Wells & Braithwaite, concludes: 
“The Charity Commissioners have failed, 
despite repeated requests from the first 
plaintiff and the plaintiffs’ solicitors, to dis- 
close the substance of all the allegations 
made against the plaintiffs, in such a form, 
and in such a way, that he may answer all 
of them fully." 

THE BBC has issued an originating sum- 
mons against a bust property company in 
an attempt to obtain a new five-year ten- 
ancy agreement over the broadcaster’s 
offices in Great Portland Street, London, 


which are owned by the company. 

The offices are at Yaldtog House, 
152^156 Great Ftortiand Street and are 
owned by Borodin Properties, a company 
to receivership. 

In practical terms the receivers Coop- 
ers & tybrand control Borodin, on behalf 
of the company’s creditors. 

The BBC originally had a tenancy 
agreement with Borodin for three years, 
dating from 6 August 1995. The broad- 
caster is applying for a new five-year ten- 
ancy starting from 12 December 1998, at 
a rent of £300,000 a year. 

Coopers & Lybrand did not commenL 

TWO councils in Kent are heading for a 
court battle over a proposed shopping de- 
velopment. 

Sbepway District Council has been 
granted leave to seek a judicial review of 
Ashford Council's treatment of a major 
development site at Ashford. 

Sbepway Council claims that outline 


planning consents granted over the site did 
not provide for a proposed factory outlet 
centre. QCs involved in the case include 
William Hicks, Malcolm Spence, Timothy 
Straker and Michael Fitzgerald. 

THE OWNER of a new shopping centre 
in Guildford has launched a major claim 
for damages over alleged structural defects 
against the designers and builders of the 
development. 

Specifically, the owners of the White. 
Lion Walk centre are suing over the de- 
sign of the atrium roof. 

Britel Fund Trustees is suing White 
Lion Vfaik and Tarmac, both of Wolver- 
hampton, and Crampin and Pring of Not- 
tingham. Britel is seeking damages for 
an alleged breach of an agreement dat- 
ed 6 April 1984, negligence and making 
negligent misstatements between 1985 
and 1987 in respect of the design, the de- 
velopment and the roof at the shopping 
centre. 



THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 2 MAY 1998 

24 


24/THE BACK PAGE 



country cure for city 


'"Paul Vallely's 

BRITAIN 



I t was the five-star hotel for pigs 
which was the final straw. 
Britain’s only national 24-hour 
helpline lor battered women an- 
nounced this week that it may have 
to close after being refused a Na- 
tional Lottery grant To make mat- 
ters worse, the sum it needed was 
the same as the Lottery awarded to 
a pig farm to build luxury pens for 
24 porkers, with underfloor heating 
and snout-operated showers. Sup- 
porters of the crisis line, including 
Ruby Vfex, Helena Kennedy QC and 
the former hostage John McCarthy, 
protested at a world in which bat- 
tered women were less important 
than pampered pigs. 

If only life were so simple. There 
can be little doubt as to the 
value of the helpline, run by the 
domestic-violence charily Refuge, 
which is staffed 365 days a year to 
refer threatened women to 200 
refuges throughout the country. It 
is run from a light modem office not 
far from the Embankment, in Lon- 
don, its walls covered with maps 
showing the nation's refuges and 
their current bed availability. There, 
one of its 95 volunteer telephone 
counsellors, a woman named Vivian, 
who is by day a secretary with a firm 
of kitchen installers, gave an account 
of the grim world she encounters 
down the line. 

“Something like a third of the 
calls are from a payphone after a 
woman has walked out with the chil- 
dren and just the dothes they stand 
in, with nothing more than 20p in 
her pobket and nowhere to stay for 


Sheffield: 

Should the lottery 
benefit pampered 
pigs or battered 
women? A farm in 
the Peak District 
that helps deprived 
arid handicapped 
children provides an 
interesting case 


the night," she said. “Some of the 
accounts make you want to weep - 
like the woman who was woken up 
at midnig ht and punched in the nose 
because she hadn’t cleaned out the 
. aquarium, or the man who lined his 
children op on the sofa to watch him 
beat up their mother." 

How could a pjg unit compete 
with that, I wondered as 1 drove up 
to Whirl ow Hall Rum, which lies at 
the foot of the Peak District; its 130 
acres produce sheep, cattle, barley, 
soft fruit, potatoes, carrots and oth- 
er veg. But it is also just four miles 
from Sheffield city centre and it is 
run by a charity whose aim is to give 
disabled and disad v antaged children 
a taste of country life. 

As I arrived, six children with se- 
vere physical handicaps, from Oakes 
Park School, in the dty, were emerg- 
ing from The Barn, in whose 12 
purpose-built rooms they had stayed 
overnight with four teachers. “We 
got stuck yesterday on that steep h31 
oq the bikes,” one youngster rushed 
out and blurted with wild enthusi- 
asm. He pointed to the hill, which 
was the gentlest of inclines, albeit a 
little slippy with mud. “Just walking 
on different surfaces is an adventure 
for these children,” explained one 
of the teachers, Pauline Galbraith, 
as she rallied the group for an ex- 
pedition of pond-dipping. “Children 
who come to stay here talk about it 
for years to come." . - 

In the field nearby, one irffBe? 
adults with severe learning disabfl.- ; 
ities employed by the farm was un-*'-: 
winding a bale of wire. Over at tire 



Five-star farm: Whirtow Hall, outside SlMfVield,-whkJi.rec»hied a 
grant to build luxury pens for. pigs, . much to the disgust of the do- 
mestic-violence charity Refuge Photographs; Guzellan 
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Refuge has run up against It too re- 
ceived a lottery start-up grant in 
1996. But it has been rejected in its 
application for a further £597,000 
over the next three years. It was not 
that Refuge failed to appreciate the 
lottery’s distinction between one-off 
project fiinfting and ongoing revenue 

funding, said its chief executive, San- 
dra Horiey, but they bad to re- 
apply. “It was oor only option. Our 
backs were up against die walL 
This is a life-and-death issue for 
many desperate women.” 


T here is clearly a policy issue 
here. The National Lottery 
Charities Board is now the 
biggest grant-maker in Europe. It al- 
ready courts controversy, because 
the process by which charities apply 
for cash is so complicated dial ex- 
pert consultants can charge vast fees 
to help complete the application 






greenhouses, students from Loxley 
Centre - slow learners in their 
twenties for whom the commercial 
world would have no use - were 
painting the glass to stop the plants 
inride overheating in the unsea- 
sonably hot spring s unshine - In the 
vegetable garden half a dozen 
teenagers from Talbot Special 
School were engaged in activities 
from meticulous weeding to aimless 
hoe-waving; 

Watching them, a youth called 
William sat in ajriieekhair aqdgur- 
jjied. “He'siipEjL.- That’s singing,*, 
fetplained hfe teacher, KenyLbn^- 
•^^^Wheuih'e’s angry - Uke/titis 
mdrmng - he bites you. But lid’s 


■jJL * 


unaltered year-on-year, the lottery 
is doomed by its constant nedd for 
publicity to emphasise aovqltyTaiher 
than continuity. “How; can you run 
a social service on Oas :hand-tb- 
mouth basis?” asks MsHdriey. 

Back at the fans, two eight-year- 
olds were discussingwiiether a pig 
: unit was needed. The : toys Ywere 
from Porter Drift : Junior, where 
most children, said .their? teacher 
Ann Booth, had never spe&aiijgbt 
away from home before. “They are 
from a "very poor worlting^ciass 
inner-city area. Many are - from . 
single-parenr families. And for many 
English is a second language.” The 
majority had never been on holiday 
and many had never been _to the 
countryside. 

So the boys’ analysis. on the pig 
unit was a measure of the achieve- 
ment of the three days they were 
there. “What pigs need,” pro- 


much better now. His mother says 
he's a different person when he’s had 
a day at the farm. Pupils who have 
no success in the schoolroom find 
a sense of achievement here. Some 
- hre great weeders, others are adept 
at picking soft fruit, others push 
wheelbarrows, others feed the ani- 
mals. There’s some thing which gives 
each of them a confidence which car- 
ries over into their general attitude 
; back at schooL” Which is why every- 
one at the form was taken aback by 
the vehemence of the reaction to 
thdr lottery grant. 

Whin&w Hall has, until now, 
been used only to receiving plaudits 
ffdin the local press and from busi- 


nesses such as BT and Salisbury's, 
which sponsor it — not to mention 
the praise of dozens of volunteers 
who give their time to the form. 

“We just weren’t expecting the 
criticism,” said local businessman 
Alan Aflan, who chairs the Farm 
Trust. “We applied for money from 
a different lottery category to the 
women’s refuge. So the comparison 
is unfair:” Nor are they Miring for 
funding for running costs, as the 
Refuge is, but only for a start-up • 

“Once we get pTd&fo'? 

from pig sales wBl'be’ mnfogh tb'* 
cover our cqstsCT ' . 

That highlights 'f&e. 'problem 


form. Refuge spent £7,000 pro- nounced one, named Crewe, “is a 
cessing its application. Tb add to the swimming pool and a scratcbing- 


rows, the board does not disclose tire 
training or qualifications of its as- 
sessors. And it then rejects four oat 
of five applications without expla- 
nation. It is “a kangaroo court with 
no right of appeal” according to 
Marjorie ^fellace, chief executive of 
the schizophrenia charity SANE, 
which has been rejected by the 
Lottery three times now. 

But the Refuge row reveals a 
more deep-seated problem. “They 


wall” Akim, his dassmfcte, added: 
“And a w ar m place to sleep.- and a 
toilet” Which is pretty much what 
the new lottery unit toIT provide, 
along with access for children in 
wheelchairs to feed thepigs. 

. News of the disabled and disad- 
vantaged children at thejpigunit pter 
cated Ms Hbdey only momentarily. 

“Perhaps there is anmgumeiit for 
that award,” she acknowledged, 
“butwtet&boutthe £180,000 ftelot- 


should take some responsibility for Jtery has given to a. bereave# pet 
ensuring*, that what. they. start con- . pwnm’ helpline 7’’- ' 

• J -tnSies," saM Mb 'that soua$»f3fcr~ 

a government which KT^uck with . IriHe. "perhaps I deqjded^. it 

the foot that ifospen^t^in apt , to 

services must continue 90'per Cent ftudakebfgdmg there toflod miL 
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SIMON 

COLDER. 


u Salut” From beneath the law trees that shade the 
beach, a tall, stringy character called out to the crews. 
Stooping, be strode out to meet them, a red bandanna 
at his neck and thongs on his feet: “Late again, as 
usuaL" Three hours patiently teaching novice plan- 
chistes was .no excuse for being late with the lunch 

Thursday lunchtime, and a barbie on the beach 
A hundred hungry windsurfers bad crashed out in the 
shade, rasta drums thundering in our ears, memories 
of the morning's class ringing in our heads. 

Welcome to Guadeloupe. This Caribbean island 
was spotted by French sailors back when a boom was 
something you beard from an enemy porthole. 
Shaped like a butterfly, the island is half rugged moun- 
tain, half flat as a crSpe. Around the flat area winds 
are so big that the explorers called the place Grand’ 
Terre: yet the soaring, rainforest-covered heights of 
the west of the island block any wind tbat blows, so 
the sailors named it Basse Terre. Today, the wind still 
blows, and the entrepreneurs of Grand' Terre's 
southern coast arc cleaning up on catamaran rental, 
yacht cruising and, most of all, windsurfing. 

The Guadeloupeans have taken to windsurfing like 
wind-assisted ducks to water. The ALize blows from 
the east pretty much all year, and at Si Francois, half- 
way along the southern strip, a large lagoon provides 


Guadeloupe is a water sports paradise. Dave Harvey 
found rt the ideal place to learn how to .carve gybe 


a playground of flat, shallow water perfect for tubby 
Europeans to leant and lean locals to pose. 

And windsurfing is the perfect pose. The St Fran- 
ciscans have tbat easy, effortless grace, carving white 
arcs in turquoise water just yards from the gallery of 
sun loungers, flipping fluorescent sails to a new tack 
with one languid hand, then snapping the rig back into 
the wind and soaring off to the horizon. While we strug- 
gle like gangly schoolboys on a Surrey square and flop 
into the water, they lark around in baggy shorts and 
wraparound shades, twisting impossibly into helicopter 
turns as if Mr Beaufort wound his scale to their orders. 

You can, of course, sail anywhere in the Caribbean. 
But windsurfing is rather more demanding: the wind 
must be strong dose in, and preferably blow across 
the shore: the best water is flat, protected Grom Atlantic 
rollers by a friendly reef. St Francois has all these. 

The first times we came we'd arrive early a! the 
Fanatic Centre to grab a couple of Snakes - the ideal 
improving board. But dally over the pain au choco- 
lat, and you'd lose them to a van full of Germans. 


Then one day we noticed a fleet of green-fringed sails 
gybing in the western end of the lagoon. We followed 
them back in, beached our Snakes by the hexagonal 
wooden lobster cages on the fishing port, and walked 
curiously round the rocks. A volleyball net, a sprawl- 
ing pavilion surrounded by hundreds of pink, blue and 
green moncrfilm wings and racks of boards. Had I died 
and gone to heaven? Was the Planleur du Paradis I 
drank at lunch time doing its work? No, we'd 
stumbled upon the'UCPA (Union des Centres 
Sport ife de Plein Air). 

Wherever the tricolour flies, the UCPA has a site 
oq the beach or piste: skiing, sailing, diving, moun- 
tain biking, paragliding. At Si Frangois£350 a week 
gets you a clean, simple bungalow d deux, three meals 
designed for planckistes , three hours’ instruction a 
day and all the kit you can handle. The Guadeloupe 
centre sleeps 1 20, and I counted 90 short boards for 
experts, as well as more than 100 for the interme- 
diates or beginners that the (JCPA's eight instruc- 
tors teach each week. Wc found someone who 


looked as if they were in charge and booked a fort- 
night. 

The reef is a dream for lessons, popping up oblig- 
ing little sandbars to perch on 400 yards out. We went 
out with Thomas who showed us the carve gybe - the 
holy grail of the sport. It was as if Courtney Walsh had 
strolled along the beach and offered an impromptu 
bowling surgeiy. Dudes just don’t give up their 
secrets this easy, yet there was Patrice teaching the 
advanced class that helicopter turn. How, I wondered, 
would they impress the tourists at the hotel now? 

There’s only so much education a red-blooded 
Englishman can take, though, and by Thursday it was 
time for a trip to Les Saintes. A great opportunity to 
remind the locals that these little islands had a grand- 
stand view of English sailing might in the 1700s. when 
our hoys beat the French and “saved" Jamaica. Nowa- 
days cannons and grapeshot have given way to cata- 
marans and snorkels in the bay, and they’ll sell you 
aphrodisiac cakes as you gel off the two-hour feny. 
And, oh - ask for a hat. They're the most ridiculous 
you'll ever find. 


The maximum cost of a fortnight, ajl in, at UCPA Guade- 
loupe. is £1. 1/3 inducting flints from Paris. You can book 
in the UK through Action Vacanccs on 0161-442 6130. 


One soon-to-be-famous hotel 
features in uone of the deluge of 
summer "99 brochures that 
submerged my desk this .week: 
the Sultan Palas in southern 
Turkey. The peaceful residence 
is just too remote for most - » ' 
hdiday-makers and tour : 
operators - which makes ittdeaL; 
for the makers of a marvellously 
mischievous new documentary - 
series. The nub of IheTburist 
Trap (Channel 4, Tuesday, 9pm) , 
is: what do German tourists do if 
a hotel has only half the requisite 
number of sunbeds? And hbw .do 
Japanese, American and British 
holiday-makers cope with the 
same crisis? la order t6 confirm 
or confound national 
stereotypes, the Sultan Palas 
Hotel was converted into a 
human laboratory. 

Here’s bow it worked. The 
production company. Windfall : 
Films, placed advertisements in 
the UK, the US, Germany and 
Japan, offering free holidays. - 
From hundreds of applicants, 30 
were chosen from each country. 
The only condition was that the 
participants agreed to be filmed, 
though most of the British 
contingent seemed to assume it 
was some sort of timesharescam. 

Each nationality was assigned 
a separate week at the Sultan 
Palas, during which everything * 
was engineered to ensure an 
identical experience to the other 
groups. When they arrived, they 
saw a standard television crew. 
What they didn't see was the 11 
concealed cameras and 30 
hidden microphones, linked by 
miles of cable and operated by 
remote control from the secret 
bunker where the production 
team hid for a month. No “docu- 
soap" this: the programme 
heralds a whole new TV genre, 
which you could call a flea-on- . 
the-fly-on-the-wall documentary. 

The programme-makers also 
neglected to tell the cast that 
among their number were a 
couple of stooges - actors, briefed 
to commit all manner of anti- 
social acts, arch as lighting up on 
a non-smoking excursion coach. 

Whatever their effecton 
future bookings for the Sultan 
Palas, the results make gripping 
television. From the evidence of 
the first programme, though, .the 
British are not going to dazzle 
with decency. We coped 
creditably well with tire 
moustachioed proprietor's 
unnecessarily slurpy welcome 
kiss to every new arrival, male 
and female alike (this is Channel 
4, remember). But when one of 
the stooges began stealing drinks 
from, the bar, the British and 
Americans both connived. The 
Germans and Japanese 
respectively ostracised and 
shopped the offender. 

And that hoary old 
German/sunlounger stereotype? 
As they quickly discovered, try 
deftly separating the mattress 
from the sunbed, the number of 
loungers can instantly be 
doubled. Did I catch a muted 
but triumphant “Vorsprung 
durch Technik” on one of the 
hidden microphones? 


A plane 

Virgin has vowed to undercut Go, British 
Airways’ low-cost offshoot, on flights to 
ItaJy and other destinations from London 
Stansted. Richard Branson signalled a 
fares war when he told The Independent 
that Virgin Express would offer connec- 
tions via Brussels from the Essex airport 
at lower fares than the new no-frills car- 
rier: “Wfe wouldn't take on BA and not give 
them a run for their money. It’ll be much 
cheaper to go on Virgin Express. - 

Go (0845 60 54321) begins non-stop 
flights to Milan on 22 May, and starts fly- 
ing to Rome the following day. Tickets to 
both destinations cost £100 return. Virgin 
Express ( 0800 89 1 199) is currently selling 
flights to Milan in May for £95 return. 


CHECK 
I N 


A boat 

QET s season of transatlantic crossings be- 
tween New York and Southampton starts 
on Thursday with a departure from Man- 
hattan. The first westbound voyage is on 
29 May, and sailings continue monthly until 
14 December. Call Cunard on 01703 
634166. 


A train 

The first Reader’s Rage in the Thomas Cook 
Overseas Timetable has proved intriguing. On 
Sudan Railways, reports Jean- Philippe Wrs- 
pelaerc, “The train conveys 20 carriages' 
worth of 1st, 2nd and 3rd class seating and 
a homicidal dining car. The 7 1 3-km journey 
takes an unbelievable three or four days, de- 
pending on hciw many carriages detadi them- 
selves half-way. and whether the driver 
decides to turn back and collect them.” 

Mr Wispelaerc also counsels agains tack- 
ling the Sudan-Egypt frontier: “The entire 
border is scaled and should only be crossed 
by those capable of outrunning rocket- 
p repelled grenades." 

The May/June edition of the timetable 
is just out, and costs £8.40. 


A room 

The Club PunlaGrande. on the Canary 
Island of El Hierro, is said to be the small- 
est hotel in the world. Just four rooms have 
been created from what was originally a 
coastal fort. Corona Holidays (0181-530 
3747), which makes the claim, sells a twin 
room for £42 per night, including break- 
fast. during most of the coming winter. 
Readers may wish to get in touch if they 
believe they have found a smaller hotel. 


published by BBC Worldwide. The book 
also warns: “ Res lau rants have relatively 
strict opening times, and it is almost im- 
possible to find one that will serve you out- 
side these times.” The guide costs £9.99 
with an audiotape, £4.99 without. 


A meal 

While In the Canaries, sample some vie- 
jas (parrot fish) andgojio (bread made with 
wheat, maize or chiek-pca flour) - that’s 
the recommendation of Get By in Spanish, 
an all-in-one language and travel guide 


A week from now ... 

... you could join a voyage slicing through 
northern Scotland aboard Fingal of Cale- 
donia, a 126-foot Thirties barge that started 
cruising last week and continues until late 
October. The vessel sails along the Cale- 
donian Canal between Inverness and Fort 
William. The voyage lasts six days, with 
options for hiking, sailing, windsurfing, 
cycling and canoeing. Most places arc taken, 
but space is available for next Saturday's 


A year from now... 

... the first Prcmiair Gold passengers will 
be enjoying wider seats and more legroom 
on Airtours holiday flights! The extra cost: 
£39 to nearby destinations such as Majorca 
and Malaga: £59 for longer hauls to TUrkey 
and the Canaries: £99 to Florida; and £149 
to the Caribbean. 


THERE'S EVEN A SAFETY BELT 
FOR YOUR LUGGAGE. 


As wen as five three-point morta-feei seat beds, 
the Volvo V40 has a belt m the boot, to boot 
The Vfah a V40. 
From £16.155 to £24355. 
CatMw a free copy of the Volvo S40 and VdO video (quoting ref: G3). 


0800 100 140 

VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IK. 


departure, price £330 through Caledonian 
Discoveiy (C1397 772167). 


A month from now... 

... Ride Worldwide takes its first tour of 
the summer to the foothills of the Karako- 
rum and the Kalash valley of Pakistan. The 
price is around £ 1 .200, excluding flights to 
and from Islamabad; call 0171-735 1144. 
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In the late 19th century. General 
Charles “Hero of Khartoum" Gordon 
declared the Seychelles the original 
Garden of Eden. He based this largely 
on having taken a good look at the coco- 
de-mer palm. This is how he described 
the nut that grows on the female tree: 
“Exteriorly it is shaped like a heart, 
when opened out it is like the belly and 
thighs. Inside is a pink transparent jelly 
like substance. It is this unique tree 
which I think is the Tree of Knowledge 
' of Good and EvA/’ 

If he needed further proof, he had 
only to look at the male ooco-de-mer. 
When it is ready to pollinate the female 
it grows a long, dangling, er, thingy, which 
in its most procreative phase is covered 
in lurid yeDowy-red Sowers. The coco-de- 
mer is the national plant of the 
Seychelles. 

But even if botany isn't your 
favourite indulgence, it’s easy to find a 
private Eden of your own somewhere 
among the country's 115 or so islands. 
Geologically, they are spectacular. 
While the southern part of the chain is 
your usual perfect coralline tropical 
island paradise, the northern part is, 
unusually, granite. 

Each island has its speciality, but the 
best one from which to base yourself is 
Praslin, a 15-minute flight or a three- 
hour boat ride from the capital island, 
Mahe. Pram there you can take day trips 
^ to a range of mini-Eden islands: Cousin, 
Cun ease. La Digne and others. 

Cousin is a bird reserve, a stop-off 
point forastew of migratory species and 
a permanent home to rare fowl such as 
the Seychelles magpie robin. The birds 
are so secure on their rat- and cat-free 
island that some nest on the ground. 
Ornithologists go a bit nuts here and 
local rangers are founts of endless 
knowledge. But if the noise (and smell) 
of hundreds of thousands of birds does- 
n't impress, you can track down a giant 
tortoise. They love having their oddly 
cold and leathery necks stroked. 

Curieuse, a one-time leper colony, is 
the regional headquarters of the Marine 
Parts Authority. If you time it right, you 
can see sea turtles coming in to lay their 
eggs, or hatchlings scrambling towards 
the sea. 

La Digue, Tony Blair’s vacation 
choice, is a picturesque island with 
almost no cars but lots of touristy ox- 
carts. If you fancy biking along the bays 
™ without getting run over by maniac Sey- 
chellois drivers, thisH be your Eden. But 
be warned; the beaches are beautiful to 


The Seychelles are 
paradise, writes 
Cleo Paskal. Bat how to 
decide: birds or parrot 
fish, swimming or tropical 
forests? And alas, heaven 
doesn't come cheap 


look at, yet the island can get very hot 
and the swimming is lousy compared to 
the other islands. Tbny Blair, no fool he, 
got around this by renting one of the few 
air-conditioned places on La Digue on 
one of the few swimmable beaches. 

Some of the best beaches are on 
Praslin itself. The talc-fine white sandy 
beach of Cote d'Or bay stretches for 
miles and fringes the most swimmable 
waters I have ever been in. The water 
is warm, calm and heart -achingly clear. 
But, even so, it is not my personal Sey- 
chellois Eden. 

The Valine de Mai, in the heart of 
Praslin, comes dose. It is a Unesco 
World Heritage Site and home of the 
only wild cooo-de-mer forest The 800- 
year-old palm trees create a vaulted 
canopy that dapples sunlight and shel- 
ters from the rain. Well-kept paths fol- 
low rivers and wend through panclan us 
groves. It is silent, except for the rattle 
of the enormous palms m the wind and 
the songs of the black parrots and tree 
frog?. It is like walking through a Holly- 
wood-crafted prehistoric forest: all the 
atmosphere and none of the danger. 

But my own Eden is like one of those 
ridiculously perfect dreams from chDd- 
hood. Effortlessly havering over rippling 
green glades and dense forests, you see 
all around you colourful creatures pass- 
ing by, casting you the occasional cur- 
ious glance. My Eden is snorkelling in 
Isle Aux Cocos Marine Park. Just 
opened to the public, it is accessible and 
pristine. The park rangers ferried my 
group to the small beach on Isle aux 
Cocos from our tour boat moored out- 
side the reef. Overhead, graceful tropic 
birds with their long white tail feathers 
played in the thermals. 

By the time I had waded out to waist- 
deep water, I was at the edge of the coral 
reef. We floated gently a metre or so 
above the forest of coral, some of ityel- 
low, some blue, some white, aD exquis- 
ite. A young parrot fish, impossibly 
turquoise and pink, escorted me as I 
coasted over swarms of angel fish, bluf 
striped snapper, gliding rays and bawks- 
bffl turtles. I let myself be gradually car- 
ried by the current towards the deeper, 
darker, more complex waters at the far 
edge of the reef. It was paradise. 

Until I spotted the shark.lt was like 
the shadow of a nightmare, and made 
my heart stop. I looked closer. But not 
too close. Yep, a white-tipped reef 
shark. A small one, maybe just over a 
metre long, probably harmless. But just 
in case, I headed back to the shallows. 



Eden doesn’t cone cheap. The Seychelles 
government is focusing on high-end eco- 
tourism. Tb keep the country from being 
overrun by grubby backpackers 'vho won’t 
bring in enough money to justify then- 
strain on the environment the number of 
tourist beds has been capped at around 
4, ZOO. Often, the cheapest way to go is to 
book a package tour. For example, in the 
new Distant Dreams brochure from Cos- 
mos (01 61-480 5799), a fortnight, half- 
board, at the Paradise Sun on Praslin in 
. November 1999 costs £1,999 per person. 

ThivdEngindependertify, BriushAirways 
and Air Seychelles each has two weekly 
jBgjhts pom Gatwick to Mahe. Fares are 
fiitefy to be lower cm Air France via Paris; 


through an agency such as Bridge The 
World (0171-911 0900 X you would pay 
£631 infunefrom London, Birmingham, 
Edinburgh, Manchester or Newcastle. 

In Victoria, on Mahe, 1 stayed at the 
Hilltop Guesthouse for around £25 a 
night On Praslin, we stayed at the Para- 
dise Sun, which was superb but expensive 
- around £150 for a double with B&B- 
and at the Berjaya Praslin Beach which 
had an Easter special rate of about £70 
for a double with halfboard. On La Digue 
we stayed at a place I would not recom- 
mend Tony Blair stayed at IVnion self- 
catering chalets: £205 for a chalet that 
holds up to four people in two bedrooms, 
plus £28 per person halfboard. 




Eden-unde r-sea; 
coral gardens in 
the Seychelles 

Photographs: 
Pictures Colour 
Library 
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Where do you go 
for wildlife,- 
magnificent beaches 

and the Liitrmate 

cowboys and Indians 
fgtory? Florida, writes 

James Fox 


The map said I was in 
Florida, but the waitress 
sounded pore Geoigia as she 
put the plate of seafood in 
front of me. “The way I see 
food ain’t food if it ain’t 
fried,” she drawled. 

I was in Julia Mae’s on US 
98, south of Thllahassee. 
Hereabouts is where the 
Honda Panhandle starts, and 
I had come in search of the 
st rang e natural phenomena 
known as the barrier islands. 
Stretched ont along the 
coastline of the Panhandle m 
the Gulf of Mexico, these are 
composed entirely of dazzling 
white sand. They are feiriy 
■ remote and .quite unspoflt. 
They got their name because 
they form a natural barrier _ 

against the storms that can 

swing in off the Mexican Gulf 
with great ferocity. 

As I drove along the coast 
of Apalachicola Bay. with 
Julia Mae’s behind me, I had 
the choice of three islands. I 
went for the biggest, St _ 
George, because I could dnre 
out to it over a fbur-mfle-long 
causeway at EastpoinL 
Driving 

dunes as white as salt, I felt I 

was m a TV commercial- 
everything was doflled up iusi 
a little beyond reality. 


I had plenty of time to get 
over the sensation, though, 
for St George has 27 miles of 
unspoilt beaches. After, a 
while I ditched the car and 
went for a walk along a 
beach. I m i g ht have been 
Alexander Selkirk, cast 
ashore by Dampier, there was 
nothing but white sand, 
pounding waves, and the tufts 
of sea oats and scrub grasses. 

At the eastern end of the 
island I came to the St 
George Island State Park, 
which has a nature trail and 
two campsites. Then I drove 
back to die small community 
of cafes and bars that; along 
with the characterful St 1 
George Inn, constitute social : 
fife cm the island. 

Here, over a beer, I 
chatted with a local fisherman 
who explained that the water 
between the islands and the 
mainland (and they are 
property called lagoons,not 
rivers or canals) is teeming 
with life. Blue crab, five-lined 
skink and brown pelican can 
be found here, as weB as the 
oysters. And what oysters. It 

is given as a fact that nine out 
of 10 oysters eaten in Florida 
are harvested right here. 

IVvo smaller islands attend 
on St George and reaching 


them is more problematical, 
in that a boat is required. 

Dog Island, to the east, boasts 
the highest dunes in all of 
Florida, and has a small, 
permanent population. St 
Vincent, nine miles offshore, 
has rare sambar deer 
(originally from India) and 
the captive-bred red wolf 
Naturalists are. drawn to the 
array of .habitats - fresh-water 
lakes, oak ridges, pine forests 
and cabbage palm hammocks. 


Anderson’s and Hathaway. 

Some of the Panhandle's 
barrier islands belong to the 
Gulf Islands National 
Seashore (in other words, 
they are a protected natural 
treasure) mid that is where I 
was headed nexL lb get there 
I made for Pensacola, more 
than 200 miles from 
Tallahassee and within 
spitting distance of the 
Alabama state line. From 
there I took the ihreemfle- 


Blue crab, five-lined skink and brown 
pelican can be found here, as well as 
the oysters. And what oysters ... 


Back on the mainland, I 
travelled west to what is 
sometimes called the 
Redneck Riviera, with its 
predictable Coney- Is land- 
style attractions. Off Palm 
Beach, thought lies ® unique 
barrier island. By some quirk 
of coastal currents and 
topography. Shell Island sees 
vast quantities of seasheHs 
washed up on its seven miles 
of beaches. Three-hour 
collecting trips are a regular 
feature, operating ont of a 
couple of marinas - Captain 


long bridge to Santa Rosa 
Island. This was where the 
captured Apache leader 
Geronimo was once 
incarcerated 

At first glance Santa Rosa 
looked like just another - 
pleasant resort with bars, 
cafes and boutiques. The 
stretch you hit first is 
Pensacola Beach, where I 
stopped for a beer and 
genned up on a few facts: 
Santa Rosa Island is 40 miles 
long; the sand is 99 per cent 
pure quartz; there have been 


more than 290 species of bird 
spotted here. And Geronimo 
was brought here in 1886. 

Twenty minutes later I was 
heading west towards Fort 
Pickens, where he was held I 
felt like a lone cowboy riding 
into a ghost town, as I 
approached this forbidding- 
looking place. There was not 
a soul in sight. 

I locked the car and 
started towards a sign 
announcing “Visitors’ 
Center". Inside, an elderly 
lady behind the desk seemed 
glad to see me. And to talk 
. about Geronimo, Oh, he was 
a bad Indian, and no mistake; 
the Apaches were the 
cruellest Why, they made the 
little boys pull the legs off- 
did she say chickens? “Thke 
the passage opposite till you 
come to a gate marked 
number four,” she said 
eventually. “Thar’s where be 
lived." 

Geronimo’s quarters 
consisted of a couple of 
rooms linked by a dark 
passageway. I stood in the 
larger of the two, in the dim 
light from the low, baned 
window. Even at midday it 
was dark enough to give me 
camera shake. I was glad to 
get out of the place and 


breathe again. On an open 
expanse of ground, beside a 
battery, a cannon stood as 
though ready for action. 
Geronimo had strolled these 
very grounds, becoming 
something of a tourist 
attraction. By all accounts, he 
was a canny old operator and 
capitalised financially on his 
new-found fame. 

Geronimo, ospreys, 
oysters: the Panhandle barrier 
islands may not be everyone's 
cup of tea. Don’t go there if 
you want the unrelenting glitz 


and glamour of the Gold 
Coast or the ersatz attractions 
of Disneyworid. But for a 
sense of adventure, nature in 
the raw and room to roam 
without trampling over other 
holiday-makers, you can't do 
much better in the US. 

Flights to Miami are being sold 
cheaply during May, with 
discount agents offering BA 
non-stops from Gatwick or 
Heathrow for under £300. Car 
rental is around £30 per day, 
fully inclusive. 
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48 hours in Nice 


People-watch on the promenade, cpi^mplate the colours QfChagallV 
stained glass, and take a cruise to Sajnt-Tropez: Cathy Packe makes a 
spring visit to the home of dainty biscuits 



Why go.nwwl 

Early summer is perfect in the south of France 
because you won’t find it full of French tourists; they 
don’t arrive until July and August, when they pour ran 
to the autorouteS from the north, and stay for a month. ~ 
You should also he able to avoid the World Cup if you 
wish (unbelievably, there are people who couldn't care 
less about football); the nearest matches are being 
played three horns along the coast in Marseille. 


Beam down 

The cheapest flights from the UK are operated by 
EasyJet (0990 292929) out of Liverpool: in May there 
is a promotional faze of £29 one way. The airline also 
flies from Luton, and fores start at £49 one way. British 
Airways flies from Heathrow and Gatwick, and British 
Midland operates a code-share from Heathrow with. 
Air France. From the airport - conveniently placed at 
one end of the Baie des Anges-it is a short bus ride 
into the city centre. Buses leave every 20 minutes from 
just outside the arrivals hall, and stop at various points 
along the Promenade des Anglais before turning into 
the place Mass&ia. 

Alternatively, pay £109 from London by train via 
Lille or Paris with Eurostar (0345 303030). 


Window shopping'- '..li ' 

Beststarting-pougfM scrutinising tI|e=jgortd of haute 
couture thc^^rwm©^{ueParad^^^rea^.^jll 
fed Rykiel 

all have arid 

tfcmof designa^etofife&ai: Gladys^F^^gl^^ad 
Yves Saint Laurent are on the avenue tfeSuISjhe . 
windows in Galeries Lafayette, on 
M6dedn, are nowhere near as appea&^li&t the 
prices may be more manageable^ If vtffipanjfc #tacfcy 
souvenir, go into die foodJial^n the 
' they are currently selling C§/6e 
red vin depays from the region, ina fod^lMbaped 
bottle - sadly, not life-sized— 


Get your bearings 

Nice nestles between the sea and the mountains, 
equidistant from Cannes and the Italian border. 
Even in summer, the peaks of the Alps are covered 
with snow. The town is a curious mixture of old 
Mediterranean village and affluent city, with an extra- 
ordinarily grotty part in the middle. On the seafront 
half-way round the bay, is the casino, and off to the 
side is the place Massfina, more of a comma than a 
square] The main commercial street, the avenue Jean 
Mfidedn, goes off it at right angles, and leads up to 
the station and into the hills beyond. 


Checkin 

You can pay as much or as little as you want for a hotel 
in Nice. The grandest is the Hdtel Negresco at 37 
promenade des Anglais (00 334 93 16 64 00), over- 
looking the bay and with its own private beach, but if 
you are not planning to spend your entire stay in the 
hotel itself] there are other places to be. My favourite 
area is just around the place Massdna, which is handy 
for the beach, the old town, and the bus back to the 
airport. Try the Hdtel Kent at 16 zue Chauvain (00334 
93 SO 76), or the slightly cheaper Hdtel Acanthe (00 
334 93 62 22 44) which is farther down the same road. 


Demure dinner 

Unless you are allergic to seafood, you will find that one 
of the finest restaurants in town is the Grand Cate de 
limn, and its annexe, Le Petit Turin,. m the. place 
Garibaldi There you can order a mixed plate of yarL 
ous crustaoea, many of which you wdD never have seen 
before, and the price is fixed according totbesizeof the 
oysters you select For 100F you will have more wfaelk&, 
sea uichins and mussels than you will ever wapt to see^ 
accompanied by a dangerous-looking selection of 
knives, forks and pins with which to encourage ttiejn fnam 
their shells. If you prefer your food cooked, by! IXDtivier, 
in the same square. There are more tourists, but plenty 
of atmosphere, in the old town; however, be careful to 
avoid any restaurant that displays a menu in English. 


Take a hike 

Aim in the direction of the old town, and meander 
through the streets. Go in the morning and drift round 
the market in the corns Saleya. Six days a week the 
stalls have mimosa, bougainvillaea, honey, local wine, 
and vegetables that make you want to buy a bagful and 
start making ratatouilie. On Mondays, produce stalls 
make way for the flea market 


Sunday morning: go to church * . 

There is an Anglican cb urch in the rue de la Buffo; ~ 
but unless you particularly need to hear words you 
are famili ar with, the Russian Cathedral appro pri- . 
ately enough in avenue Nicholas II, off boulevard du 
Tzarfiwitch, has a simple service accompanied by 
haunting Orthodox chants. The onion domes are cov- 
ered with ceramic tiles rather than gold leaf, but oth- . 
erwise the cathedral looks as if it has been picked up 
out. of a Moscow suburb and relocated in the sun. 
There is a service every Sunday at 10am. 


Lunch on the run 

Ignoring the incongruous Cyber Cate Internet, and the 
ubiquitous McDonald’s, there are any number of cates 
on the cours Saleya where you could stop for a pizza 
or a salade nigoise and a carafe of C6tes de Provence. 
If you only want a snack and don’t feel Like sitting 
down, treat yourself to a piece of socca from Teresa, 
who serves slices from her hot plate in the middle of 
the market A socca is a local speciality, rather like a 
pancake but made from chickpeas, which leaves it 
slightly sticky in the middle; it is liberally peppered. 


Sunday lunch ~ ... .7 ' 

For a proper French lunch washed down, as it should 
be, with some of the local wine, try La Cride, 22 coins 
Saleya (00 3314 93 85 49 99), The restaurant is rea- 
sonably priced and has a menu foil of local specialities. 


Nice, a curious mixture of Mediterranean village and affluent city 


Photograph: Ellen Rooney/Robert Harding Picture library 


Cultural afternoon 

There are several worthwhile museums to visit, 
should you feel the urge to tear yourself away from 
the beach. like many places on the Cote d'Azur, Nice 
has been the home of various artists, and there are 
interesting galleries containing the work of both 
Matisse and Chagall They can be reached on the 
number 15 bus which goes up towards Cimiez, 
although if you have the energy, it’s possible to walk 
from the centre of town. Of the two, the Chagall 
museum is smaller, and, I think, more impressive - 
there is some beautiful stained glass, and a lovely 
music room with a piano decorated by the painter. 


A walk on the prom 

The best walk in the south of France is along the 
Promenade des Anglais, the pavement that sidles 
around the Baie des Anges, from the point where the 
harbour dips into the landscape, right round as for 
as the airport. Not everyone makes the trip on foot 
- many cycle or use in-line skates, and there are sev- 
eral places where you can stop to fish, or just sit and 
watch the world go by. The whole promenade is lined 
with expensive hotels and apartment buildings, all of 
which have spectacular balconies, lake a look at the 
“for sale" notices, and contemplate whether, in the 
long run, buying your own property is more eco- 
nomical than a series of weekend breaks. 


The icing on Che cake . 

What could be more relaxing than a Mediterranean 
cruise? Stroll round to the harbour and find out what 
time the next boat is leaving for Saint-Tropez or the 
Italian coast. The view of the coastline from the water 
is unforgettable, as you drift past the headlands and 
islands, with the sun shining on the mountains. 


From ferry fodder to the gourmet delights of Dieppe 


Hop across the Channel 
to Normandy for a 
gourmet feast suggests 
Gerard Gilbert 


Once upon a time, the port of Dieppe, 
nestling amongst the not-so-white cliffs of 
Upper Normandy’s “Alabaster Coast” (the 
sea near the coasts is indeed a sort of 
alabaster, thanks to the eroding chalk) was 
a prohibitive four-hour ferry journey away. 
After the best part of a morning chugging 


across a choppy Channel from Newhaven. 
immersed in the smell of diesel fumes, fry- 
ing chips and the occasional pool of vomit, 
gourmandising was the last thing the weary 
passenger had in mind as he disembarked 
in La Belie France. Stena-Sealink, as it was, 
used to schedule some brave on-ship' 
entertainment - bingo, high-kicking danc- 
ing girls complete with ostrich feathers 
(particularly good fun in force nine seas) 
and Hammond Organ-players covering the 
Fine Young Cannibals. “Caught in a 
Trap..." You sang along with feeling. 

Eventually, though, you were more or 
less forced to partake of ferry food, the 
result being that the restaurants of Dieppe 


got little change out of day nippers from 
Blighty, which was everybody’s loss. Dieppe 
has some very decent restaurants indeed, 
brimful of fresh fish and crustaces. But now 
P&O Stena - the latest incarnation on this 
route - has established a fast-ferry service 
taking just two-and-a-quarter hours. It’s rev- 
olutionised Dieppe as a day-trip destination. 

Unlike Honfleur, which it resembles in 
size and, in my eyes, in beauty, Dieppe is 
not really a tourist town at all It has a busy 
working harbour and imports large quan- 
tities of bananas and shellfish. Only chimps 
would travel to France for bananas, but the 
small restaurants bustling along the quai 
Henri IV are stacked fall of platters of fruits 


de mcr (lobsters, oysters, prawns, whelks, 
shrimps, cockles and winkles, displayed on 
a bed of ice and seaweed), not to mention 
the less ambitious mussels and chips. 

SaLurday is a perfect day to hop across. 
Get up at dawn and catch the 6.45am fast 
ferry which will have you decamped in the 
centre of town in time to take advantage 
of the huge Saturday morning street mar- 
ket. Stalls range from massive displays of 
cheeses, sausages and fish, down to local 
farmers with rickety trestle tables holding 
a few beetroots and eggs and a dead duck. 

This is Normandy, so cream and cheeses 
crop up in the cooking - nowhere more 
deliciously than in marmite dieppoise, Lhe 


local fish stew. Just a few miles inland and 
you are into cider country, so apples and 
Calvados are also everywhere. 

Put your feel up with an aperitif at the 
Cate Tribunal, from where Oscar Wilde was 
banned during his exile in the town, and con- 
template lunch. You’D still have rime for a 
booze shop before the 5pm fast- ferry home. 


Dieppe diners 

La Melic, 2 Grand Rue du PoUel (00 33 
35 S4 21 19): despite its Michelin star, this 
is a friendly restaurant, and it has some 
exquisite seafood dishes. La Marmite 
Dieppoise, 8 Rue St Jean (00 33 35 84 24 
26), is a well-established favourite with 


both Brits and Dieppois, which means it 
can be very busy, but, as the name suggests, 
they make the definitive marmite dieppoise 
here. Nice apple tart, too. Service can be 
maddeningly slow. Au Gran’ Duquesne, 15 
place St Jacques (00 33 35 84 21 51): I had 
previously been avoiding this because it 
looked a bit of a tourist trap, but was pleas- 
antly surprised by the quality of the cook- 
ing, the service and Lhe extreme good value. 
You can eat well for 79F on the set menu. 


P&O Siena (0990 980980 ) is offering a Sat- 
urday day-trip fast-ferry fare of £10, or £5 on 
otherdays. 

For a day out in Newhaven see page 6 
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An aperitif • E ,l ’ ' 

The bar du Donjon is at the top of the ; h31 known as 
Le Cbateau. As you face the sea, you can see along 
the Baie des Anges way down to your right, and the 
harbour below to the left, You can walk up .the hill if 
you Kke, but there is a lift. It will ajstyouEfcSOin each 
direction, tod it stays open until dusk. The-view is 
worth seeing in daylight, but hang on ask starts to get 
dark, and you will see the lights switched on along the 
Promenade des Anglais. If you prefer to be part of the 
view, rather than looking down at it; try one of the bars 
on the beach itself. The kir at the bar on Op€ra-pIage 
always seems particularly good, but this may be the- 
location as much as the quality of the wine. : - 





GREEN CHANNEL 


I RED CHANNEL 


Marine eco tourism 

Coral reels are among lhe most diverse ecosys- 
tems in the world, and also some of the most 
endangered. The destruction of these biologically 
rich areas is attributable, in part, to coastal 
tourism dcvelapmexits. Ecotouristsplay an import- 
ant role in the travel industry through the choices 
they make, as the US-based Ecotourism Society 
points out. Below are its guidelines on “how 10 
be a marine ccotourist*'. 


determine the most suitable course of action 
• Do not litter; if you see any litter pick it up. 
Many forms of litter have devastating effects on 
natural ecosystems 


the nearest pump-out facility 

• Never discard fishing lines overboard 

• Do not drain engine fluids into the water 


RYANA/R 


Viewing wildlife 

• Never surround a single animal ora group of 
animals: there should always be an area for ani- 
mals to move away from you 

•Animals always have the right of way; it is their 
home 

• Never touch marine animals 

• Keep noise levels to a minimum to avoid 
unnecessary stress 

• Never harass or chase wildlife for the sake of 
a better look or an “ultimate" photograph 

• If you see a marine animal that appears to be 
in distress or injured, do not aUempt to rescue 
it. Contact the nearest authorities and they will 


Recreational boating etiquette 

• Make advance navigation plans before depar- 
ture, and take note of shallow and fragile areas, 
and the influence of the tide, as low tide can 
create shallow conditions in otherwise naviga- 
ble waters 

• Stay within marked channels, and be knowl- 
edgeable of the different navigation markers 

• Safety first! Cany emergency gear, tell people 
on shore wliat you are doing and where you are 
going, and be aware of upcoming weather pattens 

• Ideally you should undertake a boating course; 
this will improve your skills and safety and there- 
fore reduce your impact on the environment 

• Use mooring buoys where possible, as improper 
anchorage can damage the environment 

• Keep a covered rubbish bin on board and 
ensure that people use it. Dispose of your trash 
at the marina. Reuse, reduce, recycle 

• Do not discharge sewage into (he water; use 


SnorkeJUng/scuba diving 

• Do not touch living marine wildlife, such as 
coral and other animals 

• Do not collect souvenirs (shells, coral etc) 

• Do not stand or rest on coral reefs 

• Never harass aquatic animals for amusement 

• Always be aware of your position in the water 
and (hat ofyourdive gear, in relation to marine 
animals and the coral reef 

• Remember to dive safely, in terms of both your 
own health and that of the marine environment 

• Review and update diving skills such as buoy- 
ancy control finning and positioning 

• Do not feed marine animals 


The Ecotourism Society, PO Bax 755. North Ben - 
nington, IT 05257, US (let 802-447 2121, fax 
802-44 7-2/22, e-mail; ecamail(g>ccoiourism.onz, 
I IfbwH: ecotourism.urgi 


Sue Wheat 


\ On 22 April the US Embassy in Moscow issued 
the following information throu gh its warden J 
i system: “The Embassy has received reports that jM “t* 1 **^^ 
= ‘skinhead’ groups have assaulted Asian tod ’^3 
: African students in Moscow. ’ 1] 3 ^ 

“At 7pm on 21 April over 20 ‘skinheads’ 

I severely beat two young Asian women in an ' j 
j alley between the Staiy and Navy ArbaL There 
| have also been press reports indicating that the 
\ sjono groups have threatened the lives of Asian - 
} and African students. 

“The groups are primarily targeting lhe 
| areas near the dormitories of the Russian-Uni- ' 
j versity of Peoples Friendship (RUPFJ and the 
| Institute of Asian and African Countries i I fV 
| (IAAC) of Moscow State University, located . J 1 1 
| near Metro stations Yugo-Zapadnaya and j II 
j Universitei respectively: However; these - ;-3 II 
I attacks can occur anywhere in Moscow. Police rM 1 1 
\ have already arrested some members of xhe r ^ 1 1> 

! prcups and have increased .their presence in' 1 1 
; these areas. ^ 1 I 

“Tbe Embas^ urges Americans, particularly 1 II 
j students of. African and Asian origin, tq exer- 
! appropriate caution." 
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Camping may call to 
mind monotonous food 
and forced jollity, but 
Barbara Bleiman saw a 
different picture from a 
tent in the Auvergne 


Every year it's been up there on our list of possible holiday options- j 

Every year we've found some excuse to avoid it- children too young, 
too much of an investment in equipment, loo much noise, loo many 
other people, too little of the pampering we feel we’ve earned. 

Last year, for some crazy reason, we decided to go for it. WfeU. 
perhaps “go for it” is putting it a bit strongly. Serious camping 
would have meant committing ourselves for the whole two weeks, 
buying a giant frame tent with an awning, a two- ring gas cooker, 
a little fridge, camp beds, electric lighting and a trailer to put it 
all into. Our version of going for it involved one trip to a camp- 
ing shop to buy a big dome tent and two extra sleeping bags, and 
a quick rummage around the cellar to find the ancient gas camp- 
ing stove that we look hitching round Greece 25 years ago. We 
couldn't quite bring ourselves to risk everything so we planned 
it as a little experiment: just three nights, sandwiched between 
stopovers with friends and bookings in hotels in France. 

■ The children, now eight and 11, were full of optimism. Even 
an abortive trial night in the garden did not dampen their spirits 
— 10 minutes of rain and a clap of thunder had been enough to 
bring them back inside. Sitting in our friend’s cosy, watertight house 
near Montreuil on the last night of our stopover and watching blan- 
kets of rain shooting down off the roof. I knew why we hadn’t ever 
chosen a camping holiday before. Yet as we set off next mor nin g, 
h fading south towards the Auvergne, the storm clouds cleared and 
thoughts of fresh air and the great outdoors banished the gloom. 

We had booked into a four-star site in Murol, a village near 
the lake of Cham bon. It is a stunningly beautiful area, with plate- 
glass lakes, soaring mountains and swaths of green meadows. 

On the campsite we were greeted with great gentillesse.A 
pathetically poorly phrased requesL for a quiet emplacement with 
beaucoup d'ombre resulted in us being guided by a friendly girl 
on a bicycle to a peaceful spot on the edge of a field, surrounded 
by trees. Our neighbours were two Dutch families. We later found 
that the campsites of France were refugee camps seemingly for 
the whole Dutch population, each with identical blond children, 
magnificent canvas palace and gleaming new car. 

As darkness fell on our first night, we zipped ourselves in and 
lay listening jealously to our Dutch neighbours sitting at their de 
luxe plastic table, with their lanterns and electric lights, chatting 
contentedly just two or three feet away. 

By 1130pm we were unzipping our sleeping bags and stomp- 
ing off to remind them of the camp’s night-time silence rule, ruing 
the day we ever thought of camping. At 6am the cluttering and 
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. , ■ r #h „ n^Ti-door tent bad us in a frenzy of fury. but 

clanking from the next-door fl, em climbing mto 

and old bones I would have slept park and 

^dSjing that the cleaning squad have gnl theI A b Sr iill mo _ 
iS on a single gas ring is not up to 
star standards - a tin of pork cassoulet on the fet night, “ ™ ™ 

££££!££ t MM 

atthe camp grocery providesyau with chicken andc^solong 
as you bring your own container. We got wise on the Mconddqr. 
when we reused that one portion of chips was equal to wh 

™re MU. *e— f 

to leap into, the organised games of petanque, the drawu^com- 
SKL id L SSe t£nk and ping-pong .all of whlchhad 
the children and partner racing pff for more fun whfle I ondd 
sit quietly reading? Annie Proulx by the tent, soaking up the 
sunshine (but not too much, because our shaded 
has taken care of that). It was a real 

nothing-not-even-visiting'that-castie-on-the-hill-sl^e resL And so 

itcame as little surprise to us when, later in the hohda Jj nttmg 
in a mediocre hotel next to abiny road 

m the Ales, we all agreed that we d rather be under canvas and 
decided tocheck out a campsite, preferring thequeuKfor^ 
lets, the dirty clothes, the monotonous meals and the organised 

fun to the anodyne pleasures of our usual holidays. 

This year we’re upgrading a bit; wemaynska whole week, 
and well certainty be taking a larger pot for those chips. 

For more information on camping in France, 

Travel Centre, 178 Piccadilly, London WKaU. fflW f rf ^ ° 

oremium-mt number). IfyouprrfernoUoge, ^oh’e dmd rpnrtmg 
up the tent, plenty of British tour operators offer holidays at sues 
with pre-emeted tents in France and beyond. 
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All quiet on the 
Western Front 

From bombs to barracks, the Victorian coastal bastion of Newhaven 
Fort has a surprising appeal for children, as Andrew Hasson found out 


In a warren of dark tunnels dug into the cliffa under-, 
neath Newhaven Fort, Daniel, only 18 months old, 
shouted and laughed at his own echo, delighted with 
this new form of magic. On the other band, 12-year-old 
Nikita found it “spooky down there. It must have been 
a very scary place to be in the war.'’ 

We emerged from the gloom of the tunnels, and 
climbed up to the gun emplacements on the diff-top, 
guarding the entrance to the harbour. Here we stood 
on the edge of the Sussex coast, where the threat of 
assault felt all too real during the two world wars. 

Newhaven Fort, finished in 1871 as part of a vast 
coastal defence programme, was useful during the 
1914-1918 war, when this Sussex harbour became the 
main military supply port for the Western Front It was 
well defended, but the attack for which it was so well 
prepared never materialised. 

During the Second World War, the Luftwaffe tried, 
and failed, to do any lasting damage - and the 10-acre 
site now aims to tell the story of this conflict, and its 
effect on the ordinary people of the area. This it does 
successfully -and, of course, in beautiful surroundings. 
The fort has been run for the last decade by Lewes Dis- 
trict Council, which has just spent £200,000 upgrading 
the scheduled ancient monument. 

Among the thousands of ferry passengers now pass- 
ing annually through the port en mule to Dieppe [see 
Gerard Gilbert’s story, age 4], there can’t be many who 
are aware of this Victorian coastal fortress. Yet the ferry 
itself posses within yards of the ramparts. A few of those 
passengers may be aware that Lord Lacan’s abandoned 
car was found just down the road, shortly after his 
famous disappearance. (It is widely believed that he 
took the ferry himse lf, but I doubt whether he had time 
for a visit to Newhaven Fort) 

For me, the charm of the place lies in its irregular- 
ity. Instead of the site being levelled and a regularly- 
shaped fort built on top, like the 70 or so constructed 
around the coast at the same time, this one was built 
into the terrain. Spread out below are the barracks. This 
terrace of brick bull dings, built direct into the diff, have 
today mostly been converted into display rooms. 
Inside the arched rooms, the excellent real-life sets 
have, among others, depictions of a blitzed house, the 
Home Guard and evacuees. 

The Royal Observer Corps established a post at the 
fort in 1929 and, throughout the war that followed a 
decade later, visually monitored aircraft movements 
from all over the country. Ttoo of the old barrack rooms 
tell the story of the corps; a wartime observation post 
and operations room have been reconstructed. There 


are plenty of hands-on activities; guessing wartime 
rations and prices, displays with buttons that light up 
parts of a model battlefield, and a quiz trail for chil- 
dren to follow. There is also an excellent play area for 
younger family members. 

The visitors 

Andrew Hasson took two of his sons, Harry, aged II, 
and Daniel, aged 18 months, and a friend, Nikita Bea- 
han, aged 12. 

Harry: There were little model sets showing battles, 
and all the tank s and guns and stuff were set exactly 
as they had been. It was as if time had been rewound. 
The best bit was the bombed-out liouse, but it was fun 
climbing on the guns, too. The play area was good, 
because- it mokes children feel like being on an assault 
course. There’s climbing stuff, swinging things and 
chains. The canteen had a really nice smell of coffee 
and the food was yummy. What they sold in Lhe gift- 
shop was relevant; model planes and tanks and gas- 
mask holders. 

Nikita: I was here last year on a school trip, and they've 
really improved it since then. The bombed-out house 
was realistic. There was lots of information. It was as 
if the'modd sets were actually talking to you. The atmos- 
phere made you feel as if you were in the Forties, which 
is a good thing , but it was quite scary. It made me won- 
der how I would have coped and how I would have felt. 

On top, the sea view is really nice. You can see down 
over all the boats in Newhaven harbour. You can also 
see all the fields over towards Lewes and down the coast 
to Seaford. The fresh air was brilliant. Even teenagers 
would like it. I love it. 

The deal 

Getting there: The fort (01273 517622) is signposted 
on all approach roads to Newhaven. which lies between 
Brighton and Eastbourne, on tbe A259 coast road. It 
is linked to Lewes and the A27 via the A26. There are 
regular trains to Newhaven Town from London Vic- 
toria. and from Brighton 12 miles to the west. 

Open daily from 1030ara-6pm (last entry 5pm) untQ 
1 November. 

Admission: adults £3.60, children (four to 15) £1.95, 
family ticket (two adults and up to three children) 
£10.50, senior citizens £2.95, children under four free. 
Facilities: some areas are difficult for visitors who are 
not folly mobile, although most of the displays are 
accessible with care. 
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ity selection o> private vfltes. 
buach sW e apart 6 sman hotets. 
For our 1988 brochure caB 0171 
233 6233 Greed Options ATOL 
4245. 

PURE CRETE recommended In 
The Indep end e nt On Sunday. 
Breathtaking views 8 empty 
beaches. Pure Crete. For 
brochure can 0181 760 0678 
ATOL AITO 

HLOXENIA Escape packages. 
F/drtaes. homes 2-14 pecs, hotels 
A lotas. Mainland & unusual 
Wes. ATOL ATTO 2817. 01422 
375998 


Spain 


Italy 


Cycling or 
Walking 

See the great art 
treasures of Tuscany 
and Umbria, plus a 
myriad of less obvious 
delights hidden down 
[Tuscaa lanes and tucked 
away in Umbrian bin 
villages. Characterful 
hotels, great food, bags 
moved. 

Ring now for 1998 
colour brochure. 

I-IE^DWATeFL 

01606 813342 

Mi *TOL 2413 


TUSCANY/S ICILY. Select proper- 
tin In excaliant locations, pools 
ale. Col Brochure 01 S39 431 120 
ABTA V7333. 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY VAas. cot- 
tages and apartmanis. for 
bro ch ures call TttBonnadn Tburs 
on 0181 291 1450 

TUSCANY between Florence 8 
Stone, arc note, Up Z-S In 1DC 
VHIa. mrtmming pool In spacious 
grounds. Tot EngBsh apaaMng 
Snr MencML- 0039 575844812. 

SUKV1L DISCOVERY FtaflXa fly. 
drives id Tuscany 5 Umbria. 
Character BB aceam. Phis Sicily, 
Lakes and CklaS. 0181 847 4748 
ATTOATOL BOB. 

8 RHKSEWATEIM IDYLLIC Italy 
fovovyalde ip coast May'June 
offars. PletniBania private vliiae. 
new beach. Lucca. Pisa. Ho- 
jwjw CostkM. country maos, 
“■"riwuaos * Pooki Ihroughoid 
Umbria, Lake Qoroa 
0181 rn? 8705 24 hr* ABTA 



flyarinhdBdojt. 

“GtmnJ Tearing’ md Printing 

keM^tftetluwrterntate 

|0181 995 9323| 

mu: *TOI 1VZ2 UTI, 


V ucmto APART. 

raRjssuuir 878 

on our bomiUfal 
«ma farm wtlh pool 8 IraHonU 
home cookinu. 
Phana.’Fo* 0039 57s 6NWL 

1" * r n e t 

hhnpryAmw. 


^NgQWOA8Maggtereapte6 

nQws.dbodttai. \ nnni ftiiom. 
044401 «TO 

ndJHEMCE. Exceptional apart- 
ments In Paiezn Antellaai tat 

evaryTteng. Palmer s 
^mcorteuo book. 01484 812002 . 


Russia 




Overseas Travel 
also appears on 
pages 5, 7 & 8. 



Vffla* wldi iwtmming pools, 
eotesgee and vflhge Ikmucs In 
qtdet, scenic locsthms. 

Ow selection feature* oaatey 
preperues m the man delightful 
or mountain (stdrige. 

• ANDALUSIA .CANTABRIA 
■ ASTURIAS . 

FhHfc~, herr iCTOLUH 
5/7 Hwgab Hoad. LSS*W w« W 




COSTA BRAVA/ DORAOA VIHoa 8 
«P» mstny wfth pools. Sunsetect 
ABTA V7278 Brochure 0181 -707 
6794 

and ALU CIA : peace lor adults. 

Three romanOe cottages In ottire 
grove between Granada & as*. 
POOL 181:01564 782 321 
AMAZING VALUE at our beauMUl 
aW world Fbrm house Inn. From 
£i6pp/pn bttra sn Pyrenees 4-. 
Mmfltenanasn fuO of rttBdng eor-' 
nere. Delicious oountry cookk^j, 
ppot horeas, car ria ge s. . 
PhOtta/Fax JsonKer: 00 34 B7250- 
4412 

SOUTH OF GRANADA lovely CM- 
SRSES. 4, af ^ Ba v *m | L POOL 
nS?3?^ a0pi * 00 * tfiBai470315 - 

SOUTHBtN SPAfft TVanquB kmxl- 
ous bags bum house bi ownoftw 
BTOvas. 6 dbl*. bedrooms. FuByJ. 
Air CondMoned. Inaact 
a. Large pool wWi proper 
ire . springboard. OITT;- 

SOUTHBM SPAIN; Trenqul iumd-- 
oustargslwin house In own olvs ■■ 
Oravae. Fuffy furnished, s dtdd 
oms Air comUHonod. 

I s cre e ns . Large pool wBh - 
rl metre sprlngboenL 01 74 

SIMPLY SPAIN Escape die mete- 
ttrewn wtth ow carique range at . 
rural hrmhousw, country vflter 
•rith -pools Bid exquisite SmaB - 
hotels m urapom locations, 
throughout Andalucia and Htt-. ' 
torca. Plus flexible Wwxtertea' ■ 
hoBdayeand IsBarmade opflonw " • 
Please eaBOlSI 8858323. ABTA 
V1337 ATOLT822 AITO 

CATAUWWCOSW BRAVA Best 
•election self catering (Bar A " 
^MftmenH rrtttl pools A hotels. 
Spanish Harbour 01 17 988 0777. 
VINTAGE SPAIN; Cowmy houses 
with pads in impost areas ot 
Catalunya aid Amuiucta. 01964 
261431 ATOL Z7B7 AITO ABTA t 
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Because we think the world of you 

current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


tacUasaa 

pn-paM izns 

MELBOURNE 

maw mn 
hoot 

£289 £469 

NEW YORK 

mm retam 

£122 £1B4 

PERIB 

iHTTTi 

tern 


£175 

■97T 

CAIRNS 


£476 


£176 

fyTT 


£376 

£619 

■ f ' Bpl 

£175 


BANGKOK 

^■TTTl 

I*7rl 





TRAIL 


r J I**,’, > V 

i mu nu 'W< « /J 


^Swide attention to detail 


MEQCu Cm 


CAPETOWN 


tna 

TRAVEL experts 


HONGKONG 

£260 

£334 

LOS ANGELES 

£222 

£252 

NAIROBI 


SINGAPORE 

£256 

£379 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£222 

£252 

DUBAI 

£11 

BAU 

£259 

£405 

LAS VEGAS 

£228 

£341 

CAIRO 

E1J 

TOKYO 

£323 

£469 

TORONTO 

£197 

£197 

ROME 

EJ 

INDIA 

£209 

£350 

VANCOUVER 

£295 

£337 

AROUND THE WORLD 


pius discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA E3Z • USA £29 • AFRICA £39 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £20 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £20 PER DAY • CALI NOW FOR OUR TAftJDRMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


SYDNEY/MELBOURNE FROM £469 RETURN 
PLUS 1 FREE DOMESTIC RETURN FLIGHT IN MALAYSIA’ 
PLUS AUS $50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 

■Conditions apply 


travel shop- 

IfeUfimlen often nw» 1°" 




anyone. Experts in aW»“ 

1970, w can tri»°MMfcif«gwnr 
own pactege with up to 75 % ^ mrt 
on hotels and car Hra ssmow 0 ®* 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFIMDER i.lAGAZIUE 
CALL 0171-938 3356 ANYTUE 


T I. 1 people think the worlc^^sJ 


_ _j Earls Court Road • 

Long ha id 7111161: 

194 Kensington High Street 

LoagbaulUrwiel: 
Rnt & Business Class: 

21 S Kensington Higti Street 

TtnosatiaaUc & European: 

22-24 Hie Priory Queensway 

Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 

| worldwide Thwet 

254-284 Sauchifihall Street 

Worldwide TVaval: 


Worldwide Trarefc 

First ft Business 


LONDON WB 6FT 
0171-938 3366 

r LONDON W87RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 

. LONDON W86BD 
0171-937 5400 

• BIRMINGHAM B4 BBS 
0121-236 1234 

- BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 

. GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 

• MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


AH our (ravel centres are open Mon-Sal Itom 9-upm • Thurs 5-7pm ■ Sun 1G-6pm • Open Is fin* iiciM.v,- i-onF-JV 



Dal a man 


*Prioe% Indudeltax. 


01705 222 

Fax: 07105 219 827 


ABTAV40S7 MOL9S7 


* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


ah Si 

Paris firaflr £59 j Washington DKt | D*i BBO | JtaM. g» 

6am K11 ; UsAngdes EOT ; tx&k . OH | J* 

Aliens £153 1 Doner EOT ■ Kathmandu £4» : Sydney «» 

Prague £168 \ SenFrandsm EOT I Nairobi m j Cams 

NewVvfc £239 ! Hong Kong 1289 i CapeTtaw 079 « Auctond *«a 

AU FAIE5 INCLUDE FK-MID TAX 


NEW YORK from London with Virgin Atlantic from 1.239. 
Selected rcr.ic.nal d'.'purturi.^ v.iih Br:tK*i V'C'jnd for 


ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIU > WSUKAHCT AMD OVStLAITO TOUBfc 0171 Ml B1M 

i EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6261 0161 834 0668 (Manchester) 

' B5aatobo!yAR'»n.tDE«sltoKdNWl • 7S R«5pb, todie*T 

laa, tab ■ SQronrt H Moot ■ 36 Ctaqp a Cbhd • »SkhiT 


Fm a (rat can iITHE GUIDE ealL 1171 Ml SIM. HpJAnmaMtenUi* STA TRAVEL 


Trailtinders does not impose charges on credit cards 

>3J 



!' V r 1 ,^ 

F7RST FOR VALUE 

TAX-ISIOUSIVF. 

| RETURN FLIGHTS! 

0800 45 88 111 


... Campus Travel ni.'.kU tOn'.u 

skytrekker fares 

Exclusive to students end U 26 s 

• riexitlC' ana emn.vnsi.- -= k ' : '-' 

• tr.Tvc-ll'. r»' h :-'.p ollief-i wsrlcwiSf- 

• ior.j; validity on quality .uriines 

f.Hir-. n .jwi.tn 

AMbTEUDAM Ir :c 7- KCHCKONC. if "> 

I i / N ATMM6NDU - ■’> 

ii-> i i.'.n 

•!l tnflON !i 

Hll.-.N 70 l»! 

ncv.'yok*.' I” 515 

cViKi'r.OHii.'.Y ::: jjs ? . u , c ,Y: iis 

?RiNKruAT G IC4 TORONTO HT 

EUilOlTCr*. YC i AHS A NO iMiUiSCU ‘r < '■ r:r. 


USA Special 

' E .Cov,: ir £349 W Cea-fr £449 


SOOTS THE CHEMISTS UD 

BOOTS SOUAN SUNTAN LOTION 5.69 
BOOTS COLOUR niM 24 EXPOSURE 3 75 

BOOTS TRAVEL INSURANCE 14.00 

TOTAL 23 44 SJ 

ig 


CASH 

CHANGE 


• 25.00 § 
1.56 U 


FLIGHTS 


To advertise in this section 
please call the 

Travel Team on 0171 293 2219. 


^paylso moc h ,0 ' ; * 

iflraYCdn-iufancU^L^,- - T" 



COLUMBUS," 



THE INDEPENDENT 
NfMDAMf PuMWUno Pto 
thu Wtnouoti ovwv 
meacnobta pracauUon totokon. 
r« reBponalxaty con Do 

aecapiM torWWWwWtor 

ncaonrnaooailon oflorod 
through th««« ootu«nho. or any 
10 a aMbiB OiwWroni. rwmi*. 

araadwwad uiaM ■* 
nocassaiy prooamkxm twfor* 
■roaring In® any trow* 

onangemaraa. 


IT'S THIS EASY TO BUY OUR 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

FOR DETAILS OF OUR NEW RANGE OF 
• POLICIES AND IMMEDIATE COVER CALL 

0845 840 3030 

T4 DC 


SAVE™ TRAVE L INSURANCE 


W®RUDWIDE 


01892 83 33 38 


. LOW COST FLIGHTS f 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AM BOCA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
UIXXEEAST AFRICA 

THIUFTWAy 
TRAVEL Li 

0171 490 1490® 


Warsaw 


Inly virgin express h*s low fares m 

Vl ALL 3 MM OR LONDON AIRPORTS. 







Belfast 

from 



Li -- 1 - r -.- .--t'a-. i 



29 

49 


, Madrid, „ 3 
.Rome from L 

f V •- . .1 wm m m.m m j t - 7 

VlV V y-'W , : . 

L-ti < r. 4 • .* : •-* 

Ikrattirow. Gatw.IcK. And front May 17 - Stansted. 

: £6 tim^siaday. You pick the airport closest to you. Then 
Sfcp bh onr jpc^rt Boeing jets to a growing number of 
:l: ; cittes.awo^:&uop^ No restrictive Saturday stayovers. 

" Just ask yourtf^era^ent. or call us 7 days a week: 

London: (PUD ?^ 0 01 

Other-measr'080^^.^ 9 
Or book direct on 'oun^e^site: 

WWW.Vir3n-eXpreSS.COm 

. r+tnrt.».J .tpfleial profnorrtnal off»r trom 

. . (i«*YYlck A HMthrow «wt 

■. Xu dcitf-Jitlc-u*'. via 3no*o4*. .• 




Vl(C0l< r (l Ct 'S 





PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST A 
Storokla. CWtni 

hotato « opts. CaKftwB (01706) 


Express 


YOUR RIGHT TO FLY FORLES! 



Tlravel ce 


| j i ■ y ; » Y ' i 


Witt, our mnual Bvdto 1 " 1 ®' 
you can take multiple trips 
atronghoirttheyeat 
To eixoL caH mi oting 
reference INA26. (M 

lines br open 7 day*- ^ 


Iasnniice 

Smites 


0800700737 


TLIl^Ll i ' 11 - ^XLU- 


Z^Z to compromis e 



♦Cwto. ^ Cflfli ducfgtd It xtrional ratc-M caih , 

Special Interest Holidays 


puts other holidays in the shade 


r memtandfor pw lap 


Special Interest Holidays 



EXODUS 


All 

we cut 
is the 
price. 


R , UJ rn price- from LcrJon Hwtnrsv;. 

3 ncl many more si:cc:a! 

, r qt csil ui Hoc:' ^tc! un 

0845 6071635 

r, a -ihtt* From other airnor.v 

Mere otters cvwi.c • 

ir. the uK 3°d ireiar.'- 

j 'y British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 



f 9 Weir ltoao ' httpVAwiw.exodustiavgh. co.uk 


T 11 n P WOOLABA 

D V E N T LI K _ The Gambia 

• 0 -• . 

? n<-e‘ r.'. '. nr, 5 Dc: Mlv 
:of <-•'> :o 1 i 

Call: 01 239_7 11380 


TURKEY • EGYPT 

THE MIDDLE EAST & EUROPE 


''ACTIVE JOURNEYS 


IRAN • SYRIA • JORDAN 
ISRAEL • MOROCCO 
GREECE • SPAIN • PORTUGAL 
FRANCE • BRITAIN 

For brcch-.res ca'.! 

0181 - 742 3049 



WORLD EXPEDITIONS 


son»»®myS™S5 






P0? 

... 0181 - 742 3049 



_ , sKYROS TTib HotoiloEiipertenM- 

HEATHHOW P» dwFnw | jSjoSea *H» Cutobaonjn™ 
p*WoflWl«M<&7X.Ma*charB a I iL, rows of aw*aI(yiOM* Tn f 
tBMSa up to 50 dot* Socuro 

pwWuflOiai *t3enao 


CYCLING FOR SOFTIES mem 
axqulstbi menus, quality hutete 
and a udqtM irtnr ol nnt Fram 
tram a bteyda. Agaiti ATOL 80& 
-UC 0161 248 5184. 


Okavango 
yoi ii'> .*v 5AFAPJS 


Simply the best for 
tailored holidays is. 

BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
NAMIBIA, 
ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA. INDIAN 
OCEAN ISLANDS. 
MADAGASCAR 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 

4IC. — 


K»M 


NEY 
VLATlXlv 
AMERICA 

Escorted Groups 
& Bespoke Tours 
0181 747 B315 
0161 8321441 

M ln#jeuron*Hin»nrtie*«n Jr. 




CYCLING DOWN OU1ET eoumiy 
lama. Jutt enough ewreM 10 
. wofk up an appeOta ter.lha naxt 
great meal! way * chamting 

hotels In Franca & baiy.Wa^«ry 
your bags- Headwater 01608 
913339. ATOL 2412 ATTO. 
WALKING IN FRANCE , RKy. 
Europa 6 tiro Had. AB tavtes, 
guldad or Independant, warm 
Wtndly holds, graatraaloitelial- 
dne,waryti*igte™nfledfarynu. 
Haadmaar 01606 813339. ATOL 
2412 ATTO. 


* =;-! •. : .Vv. V-c.ss -c-idor . f .4 
I If no.Tif * • • • V 1 1 • - 1 - ~ir. 

' lW f J r ' J) 
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Discover the unique experience of a 
small group adventure in 

Spain Greece Turkey 
Bulgaria Russia Iceland 
Egypt Morocco Tanzania 
Thailand Vietnam Borneo 

■•a plus another 70-odd rounthes^.^. 

8 to 30 days. Prices from B45.^g||ji| 

Can 01252 344161 flCJ 

{24 hrs) for brbdiure JSJf 

Explore WortdwkJe ONI Aklersbot V 

GU11 1LQ www.exptofe.cD-U}'. 

Fully bonded AITO/ATOL 2S95 
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8/WALKS AROUND THE WORLD 


Fiction and fact: legend 
attributes Tarr Steps to giants, 
but the likelihood is that they 
are a medieval construction 

Photograph: Robert Harding 
Picture Library 




A river runs throu 



Weekend walk: 
Jonathan Stebbings 
treks downstream to 
the heart of Exmoor 


This seven-mile walk follows part 
of the Two Moors Way in the heart 
of Exmoor. It has two distinct 
halves: initially following the river 
Bade through the sheltering beech 
woods and meadows that line its 
banks from Withypool to Tarr 
Steps - then up to Withypool 
Hill, to be exposed to the bracing 
winds and views of the great moor. 
The walk offers a hearty elevenses 
or tea half-way round at Tarr 
Steps, and finishes with a pint of 
Exmoor Ale and lunch or dinner 
at the 17th-century Royal Oak pub 
in Withypool. so it makes an ideal 
rooming or afternoon stroll 
Start at the Royal Oak in 
Withypool leaving the village 
on the Winsford road to the east; 
500 yards up the hill, climb the 
stile on the right. The path winds 
through Uppington Plantation, 


below Uppington House, leading 
you gradually down to the river. 
About half a mile downstream 
you pass the stepping-stones 
across the river to South HilL 
The river here is shallow, and 
much of the year rocks or tree 
trunks break the surface, creating 
the bubble-filled eddies that make 
perfect hun ting -grounds for dip- 
pers. These dapper little birds, 
sober-suited wrens with white 
breasts, flit low along the river as 
you drive them downstream. 
Keep an eye on the branches 
above the water for kingfishers. 

The wood eventually opens 
into a flat area of meadow, with 
Bradley Hams rising steeply 
behind. On the opposite side, 
Hayes Wood looms above, the 
tree tops bearing the great nests 
of a large heronry. During the 
nesting season the herons flutter 
on the breeze carrying building 
materials or food with the grace 
of a second-row forward playing 
hopscotch. As both banks become 
clear of trees, a ford and a bridge 
cross the river to Batsford Barm. 
Continue on the east bank. 

From this point the river 


meanders more erratically, the 
sides of the valley get steeper and 
the woods close in. The path is 
easy to follow, allowing you to 
relax among the shadows and 
birdsong. The river becomes more 
voluble as its speed increases with 
the gradient Badger and red deer 
roam the woods, which are full of 
bluebells at this time of year. 

Four miles downstream from 
WIthypooL, the river widens and 


a troll to match its scale - it is 
180ft, including the surface stones 
on the west side. 

Thrr Steps have been the vic- 
tim of legends attributing them 
to giants and the devil - you 
immediately imagine they are of 
an age with Stonehenge and 
Avebury, but the likelihood is 
that they are a medieval con- 
struction to allow drovers to get 
across the river without their 


The edifice looks as if it should be 
guarded by a troll to match its scale 


the shallows are crossed by three 
steel hawsers. This is not an 
adventure training exercise but a 
device to catch the tree trunks that 
are brought downstream when the 
river is in spate and threaten the 
even more extraordinary structure 
below. A hundred yards further 
on the broad shallows are spanned 
by a series of massive flat boulders 
(the largest is 10 ft long and weighs 
two tons) tying across equally 
massive stone piers. The edifice 
looks as if itshould be guarded by 


sheep getting soggy, like the 
clapper bridges of Dartmoor. 

lo get a good view of the steps 
you can cross the river through 
the ford without its going over the 
top of your boots most of the 
year, although you may be caught 
by the wake of a passing car. 

Salmon can be seen in the 
upper pool during their autumn 
runs, while otters and, increas- 
ingly, feral mink may be seen 
scurrying on the bank or gliding 
through the water in pursuit 


Sustenance can be found on 
the east side, at the 16th-century 
Tarr Farm, which serves whole- 
some cakes, cream teas and full 
meals, either in its warm, tim- 
bered interior or in the garden, 
which looks down to the steps 
and up the hill to a couple of 
large and frisky black stallions. 

The return leg begins by cross- 
ing the river and continuing along 
the Hawkridge road for 50 yards, 
before taking the lane up the hill 
and the Thrr Steps Hotel The lane 
becomes quite steep, passing the 
hotel on the left, and Is bound by 
high, moss-covered banks. After 
300 yards the Lane turns sharply to 
the right, and then peters out at 
the junction of some worn-out 
hedges high above the valley. 

Follow the hedge line due east 
across fields for half a mile, away 
from the river. You wQl pass the 
brow of the hill on your right as the 
slope takes you down towards 
Parsonage Farm. Before the farm 
gate, follow the footpath sign to 
the right; this will take you round 
the north edge of Parsonage Down 
to Westwater Farm a mile away. 

At Westwater you join the 


lane from Hawkridge to Wrthy- 
pooL The walk home is one-and- 
a-haif miles, with the river thread- 
ing its way through the woods 
down to the right and the moor 
rising to the left It is worth leav- 
ing the road to dimb to the top of 
Withypool HGU. There is a small 
tumulus at the top and a stone cir- 
cle 200 yards to the southwest At 
398 metres, the hill offers fine 
views over the moor, especially 
Winsford Hill two-and-a-half 
miles to the east, and Dunkery 
Beacon five-and-a-half miles to 
the north east, at 519 metres the 
highest point on Exmoor. On 
entering Withypool you go over a 
cattle grid and cross the river 
again over a delightful, six-arched 
bridge. The road leads up through 
the village to the Royal Oak. 

Length : seven miles of, gencra/fy easy 
walking, wish one steep ascent 
Time taken : one-and-a-half hours 
to Tarr Steps and one-and-a-half 
hours back at a leisurely pace. Ord- 
nance Survey maps: Landmnger 
181, Outdoor Leisure 9. Royal Oak, 
Withvpool 01643 831506. Tarr 
Farm. Tarr Steps 01643 851507. 





If you’re in Randwick, Gloucestershire, on 
Sunday, don't be surprised to see three 
Double Gloucester cheeses hurtling round the 
church - it’s just the- beginning ofth&Wip. - - 
These celebrations begin on the first -■ 
Sunday in May, when three cheeses, carried 
on a litter and decorated with flowers, are 
brought to the church to be blessed by the .' 
vicar. After the service, the cheeses are rolled 
anticlockwise three times around the church 
building. The ceremony is thought to be . 
about 600 years old. vi - V™— - 

The following Saturday is Wap Day, when 
Mop Man, Flag Man and the Sworttbearer 
accompany the Mayor to a pool where he is 
ritually ducked Afterwards the Wap queen 
and the Mayor do some more cheese-rolling • 
with the Double Gloucester tomarkthfi;^ 
opening of the Wap Fair. (Be careful if you're 
standing at the bottom of the sloped at Well 
Leaze.) There are stalls, music and other 
entertainments, and you can also taste some 
of the rolled cheese - a little bruised perhaps. 


The blessing of die cheeses takes place at 1030 
on Sunday 3 May at St John the Baptist ;~ 
Church, Randwick Gloucestershire. Cheese- 
rolling is at 11.15am. Wap Day is on Saturday. 
9 May. 


Salfy Kmdberjr 





TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS, UK 
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0181 995 9323 
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REAL PORTUGAL AH types of 
rortaWhofotays. North lo South. 
PWttofe ul: 01747861381. 
SUNV1L DISCOVERY. Ftoxtoto By- 
drtvas North to South. Character 
BB Pousadw, Honor Houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181 847 
4748 AITOATOL 808 
VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Country 
houses wtth pools in unspoilt 
North, Mtnho and Douro 019S4 
281431 AiTO AT OL 2787 ABTA 


Africa 



Luxurious remote lodges. 
Walking, canoeing, rtcflng and 
vefecle saians wfth the very best 
guides. Superb wildlife. 
Adventure until comfort. Cat us 
to create your uteaJ safari. 

628979 Fate 83S879 

66 ftanoson Kd KotWn W1 5EX 


EXCLUSIVE 1 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY- Namibia. 
Zimbabwe, Botswana, Zambia. 
Malawi 8 the Capo. Totally Herd* 
ble. Safaris 8 fly-drivas to guort 
farms, retneta buah camps 8 
character accom. Bredova: 0181 
B4T 4748 Enquiries; 0181 232 
9777 ATFO/ATOLBOB 


Portugal I | Turkey 



Saxpnkt ■nUnoimiwM oar 
■dpw rao|> tf rare! eeaaga. 

rtOta wtApriraM pooh mf 
friendly batch. Fferaarjla&b 

’Wam/eHat' pngnmau. iptdal 


and laaalad city breah. 

0181 995 9323 

4IUTUS7 jTOLiaairo 


I to 

I Unspoilt Turkey. 

(• WfBc coasnl vfltagej 
• VtevHdi pooh and 
country con yw 
| • HocdinMi charm 
and dnraaar 
[■ GdaCrua^ 

[• tambul and Cap pjdutto 

I • lanrand 

taBor-mada itineraries. 

[DOLUNAY HOLIDAYS 

01452 501978 




Azores 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY The Azores. 
Widest, most Daxfljte range to tills 
stunning archipelago. Whale 
watching. 0181 847 4748 AITO 
ATOLBOB 


Ear East 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY TTudtoitd. 
Vietnam. Highly BariUe Bum and 
or IrefvKkwis. 


ffydrfvesfbrl 
4748 AITOATOL 806 


.0181 847 


USA 


CAPE COO NEW ENGLAND & VER- 
MONT. Superb taraUy resorts 8 
private houses. Bridgewater 
IVaval ABTA V7278 Brocti 0161 
7078794 


Exotic Holidays 


Bxnms EGYPT : 

smalt group holidays - you'll see more ^ 

Nile Cnrises. Felucca Safttreks, 

Red Sea a Desert Adventures. 

15 days from only £535 tad. return flights 

cat Explore Worldwide on 0 1252 34AlgT for free brochure 

Fully Bonded atto/AIOL 2595 w 



South America 


AEROUNEAS 
ARGENTINAS 

Tango in Buenos Aires on 
your way to Lima 

Tel: 0171 494 lOOl 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Cost* Rfc*. 
Guatemala. Ecuador + Cuba 
adtfcon. HlflWy Duets todMdual 
tours & hytirivea. Jungle lodge*. 

nature reserves. 0181 847 4748 
AITOATOL 808 



Activity Holidays 


ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS tar FemHos. 
Couples. Singles and Groups. 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 
830083. 

GOLF RJH BEGINNERS. Ttannis tor 
l uvm vere. Loam to Drive, Motor 
Cycle TraMflg. Leant to Swim. 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 
8300B3 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Qua*- 
Ity hoMdays whh full backup. 
W/ands or longer. Brash: 01449 
721 BBS 

WALKING 8 CYCLING HOLIDAYS, 
Wiidfifo, Survival. Dry Stone 
WaJflng Weekends. ACORN 
ACTIVITIES 01432 830083. 

SAILING & WINDSURFING HOLI- 
DAYS. While WWer Ratting. 
Canoeing. Scuba Wring, SaSfctg 
6 Wmmakttng. ACORN ACTIVI- 
TIES 01432 830083, 

PARENTS Are you bored during 
Sumner Monday*? A tan & cheF 
tongbtg activity hoflday at one ol 
Camp Beaumont's Centres In 
SuRordetare. Norfolk, the Isle al 
White or Ftance vrifl keep them 
happy 8 activa. Cafl 0870 609 
8000 far a bee brochure. 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST Sell Drive Nar- 
rawboat HaMay*- Widest choice. 
Beginners very welcome. Tel 
01905610097. 

LAZY DAYS 100 ETB rated canal 
bems. Brochure 121 445 2909. 


Self Catering UK 


Pets Welcome 



FEES WELCOME 
Hnzxbrds of cottages in 

rope* walLing cuutorv. 

Free colour brochure. 



Hand-picked cottages 
throughout Briuiu 
Coastal co un t ry side. 
Free colour brochure. 


Phene 01502 502 60: 
Quctc C*?37C 


WHITE CLIFFS COUNTRY! S d 
bungalow, tope 4. wBhin cautery 
resort by eaa at St Uargwots at 
COD nr Dtnm. M 01304 8S2371 
SECLUOEP COTTAQE In u r Ctlf Os 
nr MaUston*. Sip* 4. Sony no 
pals im smakara. 01822 8*3229 


Channel Islands 


JERSEY BOOK Direct and save 
SEE's. so pages of hotefai to aott 
every need by sea 8 ole Call 
Msnd Sun Direct Res; 01703 
828311 A Brochure 01703 
828386. Ws guarantee you can't 
buy ch ee p e r 

JERSEY BOOK DIRECT aad sm 
CET*. *0 pages of hotata to suit 
eve r y need Cafl Wand Sun Overt 
Res: 01703 828311 2#a 

Brochure Una 01703 828388 8 
We guarantee you canT buy 


Cotswolds 


FARMHOUSE SLPS 7-11 Grooms 
cottage + converted stables alp 
a 8 4. 8 ament Oiflos 
6843111174 

LOVEUT COT5WOLDS COT- 
TAGES. 1998 fcU eetour 
brochure. Phone iwwtf 0i7» 
702212 


UKlhtvel 



P TNt W 1998SI 

■soamM-ouv now* 


/DISCOUNTS FOR 
COUPLES 
/ PETS GO FREE 


• Scnfcid. Rerthimlifrieri. 1 rtrl. * 

• Ddc*. Nwdi Vwfc Heoa. tak*. • 

• YHre.EntAtfb.gwiLSMiP., 

7 CocreoM*. Dwset, Me ofWida. 

• Nat Cemtty*lnMrf -price* * 

• laiitaBDXerabcLfcnyS • 


01756 702200 


UPPER MYTHOLM Hebden 
Award winning saV 
sleeps & vacancies owing lo can- 
oe nations in May. Beautttfa loca- 
tion. Short Breaks. 01422 882240. 


Devon & Cornwall 


Cornish Traditional , 
Cottages 



Solf-oMimp cm jfes. 

«1 hnifa CfQO,. 

ul Cnmnall 
in Solly 
For your FREE brochure 
P»>NE 

0990 134967 


FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
treat value c o ttages In Devon 
(012711 37G322 

DEVON Spectansto. Choose from 
over 430 cottages. 01455 852S05 
(UC202) 

DEVON CONNECTION: luxury 
houses, cottages. Tetoi548 560 
984. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout. (01752) 
260711. 

FOWEY l POLRUAN Charming 
waterside c o tt ag es. Superb 
views. Central heating CHngMes 
evaHaWe Pets welcome. OI679 
344887 

PORT ISAAC, beaches 15 mins. 
Traditional 1 7C cottages on 
peaceful (arm nr Bodntoi Uool 
T sstetuOy equipped, heated. rW- 
ing noMbta. Tri: 01208 B51 500 

LUXURY CONVERTED BARN Ige 
Odn.rieepa 2-10 dose to Tamar 
VUey.Tel 01548 580984 


Dorset 


BOURNEMOUTH. Qutot country 
bee style lux apwts la *up«<b 
town centre lac No cMdrsn. 
Open el yr. 0I2D2 298775 
IDYLUC RURAL HOL COTTAGES 
m emnai comryrirta end now 
1W 01258 880558 tar brae 
16TH C CONVERTED tarm cat- 
lagee. Superb indoor pool coat- 
ptex, gym. In beautiful Marsh- 
wood erie. 3 mis hr coast. 01297 


SUPERB DORSET COTTAGES. 
1988 colaw brochure. Phone 
now f! 01756 7Q2204. 

BYPE SMALL CRUET SITE Baoch 
200yds. 9to> vans tor hire, pha 
camping, pat* weL 01308 424803 
DORSET COASTGUARD Cotuge 
b etw e en Abbotsbury A Wey- 
mouth. Lovely views down the 
coast 3 double bedrooms, 
steeps 8 In comfort. Vinw^hnm 
-tuiy 3rd. from C300p* inclusive. 
CNA Snari. FHemwTs cottage. 
Portland, eipa 44. Vacant May 
22ntJ-29th. OWBRe 01305 77099S. 
1YME REGIS and beauUui west 
Dorset Over 80 *'c properties an 
Tourist board kiepec t od 01297 
443381 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK t SUFFOLK'S best cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
01758702206. 

SUFFOLK HERITAGE Coast D»m- 
wtah C har m in g period farm- 
house. btautHul Eoastde noma- 1 
Stoops 6. daman. 01 494 nca* I 


L.K. i D1EFL\LD 
COTI AGE IIOLIOAVS 


HKimnocm-mm 

I 5coa*pd.Wort» M tnbirfa. 
lakes. OstatPnta. !Mtos.Brt 

UnglLiMtt smiBt. cnswoKh. 

Donat; Summit; Down, 
Cornwsl -r-bstantf ericas ton 

tton UK ra toctoODB Itoiytt 

^H01756^H 

ferns 


sykes cottages 


Superb cotngB m Northiantxa. The 
Ibrtehrr tote 6 Moon. Barden. 

The Feafc 

Wiles aid 
Staopshte. 
on 44 345700 

V' •_ * ■ ■■•ww.iytrsotLapn ja.nl 



Devon £ Cornwall 


DEVON Spadaltats. Choon Irom 
pwr 430 cottages. 01455 8G2S05 
(UC202) 

SALCOMJE, KELLATON nr Lsma- 
combe beauttiui iBC cottage, 
sips 7/8. large gdn, spacious, 
sva* AptH/Ocf .Tbf 0 1 225 83331 6 

SALCOHBE nr beach. Of m 
views, Ige gdn. 3 adj properttos. 
Sips 4/20. 01530 242409. 

WONDERFUL CORNISH COT- 
TAGES. 1998 best ever lul cotour 
brodasB. 01758 702201. 

POL2EATH BEACH VIEW, housa + 
protiy garden. 01904 728604. 

WING OF FAMILY manor home A 
enge on rural estate. Lovely 
viewe. gaTOans. wefta, aanquSKy. 
Mrs-Firredon, Furadon. Cadbury. 
Barter EX5 SJS. W 01392 
660860. www.Bcflpsaxo.uk.luni- 
den. 

ST IVES, lovaly holiday home over- 
He beach. Nr. Tate AvbB wkly. 
May 30. Jim 27, Jut 4,11,18, 
01736798634. 

BOSCASTLE. CORNWALL cottage 
by beautiful NT Harbour. Sips 0. 
Avail now 01 B402S035S. 

ST IVES, granite flshcrman'a eee. 
tage. ripe 4.5, unopoB but comfy. 
2 mbts Tate Gaflety, 2 mms safe 
01432352346. 


CORNWALL Two lovMy tradHkmal 
cottages stooping 3/4 A 4/& 
Bnauttiul location mar moors A 
ova. E1M-C320pw. 01840 212987 

TOTNES mahmnetto, character 
school convaralon: rips 4: con* 
iraL qutot local faculties, conve- 
nient Da rt m oo r. SOB. Mid-July. 
August Around ESOOpwi 01803 
885279. 


Ireland 


IRISH COTTAGES 


JUUZMCniUE- 

7MGHTFERRT-H 


J219 


iAPRIL AMO MATS 
C OOL narry. Caaray . etoyo. Caro . 

Urnsrick, snooow, MrtertcM, 

YVWdbRL itopsrary. Oanagal 

Ducoums rot a reasons 

iKINMIWmaiMKDOMI 

01756 
T 022 « 

SHAMROCK Coitagea. 288 stoect 
MAvkfual cartages In superb 
■ocMtone. Disc Faros. Ana Col 
Bra 01 823 681060 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS You 
am choose from over 200 
dnightw cottage*. Atoo. tonrhig. 
boating and hone drawn car*- 
vans Special hnyOtoCOunUL For 
your (roe brochure csH Or 502 
560888 B4 hrri. 

STEAL AWAY AND HIDE flWH DVt 
world Cashel Houte Hotel Con. 
nomora. Co Gstoray. Tel: 
(0B3S3951 31001. Fax 31007. 


Isle of Wight 


MAY SPECIAL 

3 nights front £89 
Bed. breakfast Jed evening meal 
Large aalruat hetvL 
entcTUnitmcsL indoor pooL 
jacuzzi. s auna 
•FREE CAR FERRY* 
Saadriagbui Hold 
Seafront Sandown Isle of Wight 
Td: 01983 406055 
May Day Holiday 
3 nights £99 


The Lake District 


MILLER HOWE 

Hold and Restaurant 
Windermere 
It’s not just oar view— 

The LaU ■ Outnct fait difficult? 

moShS i3cr Honv'i iter over 
Lake Riniteiarw' 
RESTAURANT OF THE 
YEAR 

lUra break with tradition 
For reservalion&Ajrocfaurc 
please telephone 
015394 



RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES tor 
two in a saenrt camor of South- 
ern Labetond. Yai«t5395 36475 
SUPER LAKE DfSTRICT Cottages. 
1998 colour brochure. 01756 
702208. 


Norfolk 


RAC M* TIlP AA * 

BIiAfvRNFiY HOTRI, 

tUASlNlT. SOKFOUC 
I niqur xml cmird potiiion 

infikiuLtrtR NjtHirul Trrei 
Ilarinur. fin hnlnmm-. In, I 

I mil,-, uunl. livh. 

I ip in A- Maid snivi i nun pl 
1 MHn- Mil. hoik, hinlw jirh. 
f pbr gntf, rxpliwe (hr Nrefnft 
j tilbcre. frernlrvuilr A nujL 
■•MUwrl U II -rritmd Bmkt 
• 4, Jif J On Hutidari 
■ Sfrrtal Xfi Jiwl fifri 
far Srator Qriinr 
Ftr m brodmn iricpbvnc 

01263 740797 


HOtl ContofHbio cattoga nr town 
centra, qutot private parking. 
Sips 2*14-1. Furnished to high 
standard. Pteaaa phono D12S3 
861412 

NORFOLK. Lovely old can. IdylUc 
vflL nr Btakemy coastCH„r*ay- 
burn, 54- art. (01 223) 323498. 


Northern Pennine 


BRIDGE 8 SCRABBLE WEEK- 
ENDS. Elgar. tadustrM Archaeol- 
ogy. Rural Surprises S Cultural 
Heritage Weekends. ACORN 
ACTMTES 01432 830083 
BUNTING 8 POTTERY HOLIDAYS. 
Gourmet Cooking. Crafts, pho- 
tography. Decorative Interiors. 
Woodwork and Garden Design 
Weekends. ACORN ACTIVITIES 
01432830063- 


Northumbria 


SUPERS COTTAGES NMhumbrta. 
Y/Datas. Lakes. Peaks. Sykss 
CottagoBi 01244 345700 


The Peak District 


■PEAK COTTAGES." Oualty I'c 
accom m Dtabyshlro Datas A 
Peaks BrodwoOl 14^620777. 


Pembrokeshire 


NEWPORT Romantic cottage by 
boo. Vacancies throughout 
son. TW: 0171 003 9816. 


Scotland 


{• CONSULT THE EXPERTS 
[Over 2,000 self-cateniig 
properties in all areas 
from luxury houses id 
'•v croft cottages. 
* ' Write or 
pbone for 
^brochure: 


ItLV 

30 Frctlwick Sl 
Edinburgh EH2 2JR 

COTTAGES, HOUSES & Lodges. 
Over IBOIn South Scotland. For 
lull colour brochure cell G U 
Thcmaon 6 Co. 01656 504030 
SCOTLAND SpedoUste. Choose 
Irom over 550 cottages. 01455 
B5Z505 (LNC201) 

SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure 
Phone now II 01756 700213 
UNSPOILT Ardnomurchan. Spa 
daus bungalow. Glorious 
tochskie position. To):(Oi738> 
815002. 


Sussex 


SEOLES COMBE. Brlckwal Hand 
Battle. ISOOIbdor Manac 2 ntght 
brio ClOSpp DBSB. 3rd nt accom 
free, pay E30 only for dlrawr 8 
breakfast **‘AAA & RAC rest 
award B1 -97. 01424 870251 
EASY REACH BRIGHTON. Woft- 
equlppod house steeps 10 - 12 . 
Log liras. Pool, sauna. Jacuzzi 
etc. Also mtiier three houses. 2 
ntghta to long way. Tel: 01323811 
840 


Wales 


BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 a/c 
cottages some sleep up lo 
30 -Many less ihon £250 per week 
Mph season- 01874 678446. 
PEMBROKESHIRE. Award winning 
Boloctton of quaHly. sensibly 
priced cottages. 01239 881297. 
Con* A Country Cottogos. 
PEMBROKESHIRE cottago. water- 
way view. Inn neertry. Brocnurn 
TeL (01437) 532495 any time. 
N.WALES SNOWDONIA Coastitoe. 
Lloyn Peninsula. Coastal and 
country cottages 8 farmhousas. 
Nvfyn haSdoys 01 758 720674 
GOWER Idyfllc 17c Farmhouse 
onsutta D68EM C27 Lie bor 
AA/RAC Bruch 01269 595640 
SNOWDONIA CanceUetton makes 
super eeoago OMflobto. Had acre 
whh taka view In mountalrvi. AB 
modem nmentova. 01288 650391 


West Country 


NR BATH/BHISTOL S to cottages. 
®pa*4i- Com f orta b to 8 peocaiuL 
Area of ouandng natural beauty 
Brochuw (ni; 01179372181 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


YORKSHIRE DALES, Moors. COS*. 
Pook S Umo District. Over 200 s/c 
cottagee. Hus. Brochure Holiday 
Cottages Yorkshire, Water Sc 
Sklptan BD23 tPB 101756) 
700872 

DALES BEAUTIFUL RENNOVATED 
Snne Bams. Sloop 4 to 17. pea 
welcome. breeNm 0800 8S43Q9, 
YORK OVER 28% off 2 mr 
Hnworttt Court Hotel. Cor ptet 
tog. Breach. TeL 01 004 425156 
YORKSHIRE over ISO MBday 
COtta, In Whitby. Scarborough & 
*40.01723 376777 
VORSHIRE DALES baoutihil Coi- 
tages- inaat us colour txochuro- 
01756702209. 

S UPERB COTTAGES York Doles, 
Northumbria. Lakes. Pooka. 
SlMs Cottages 01244 345700 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 



Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For only £4.70 per line or £8.22 per line tf both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout the year. Your advertisement will appear In 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the Independent On Sunday. 

TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhull@independem.co.uk 
or fax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below go: 

The Travel Team, Classified Advertising, 

The Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London Ef4 SDL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or Access/Visa/Amex/D briers Card 

N.B. Private advertisers only (two properties or less) 
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I enclose a cheque for £L 


made payable co Newspaper Publishing Pic 
or debit my Access/Visa/Amex/Diners account hv ( 

Card No: L “ 

Your d™ls; Exp, w 

Nam e. 

Address ” 


Ta. No: Day.. 

Signature. 


Evening 


For further details 

please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 


INDE oPENDENT 
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On the Inca trail: the extensive ruins of Machu Picchu, perched at nearly 9,000ft Photograph: Pictures Colour library 


There was a raomenu as I scrambled 
upwards through the Andes, when I thought 
I might die. Dead Woman's Pass lay ahead. 
Nothing could have been more aptly named 

Clambering almost vertically, with a 
wall of mountain before my eyes. I found 
the air growing thinner and breathing 
ever more difficult. Above, the piercing 
blue sky seemed to extract the oxygen from 
the mountains beneath. Even the fleet- 
footed porters looked anxiously over- 
stretched as they ran past Conrad, a 
member of our party, had fallen into step 
alongside me. As if on some superhuman 
mission, we calculated every movement 
forward. 10 or 15 steps and then a pause. 

“P/ease don’t think you have to wait for 
me." I wheezed, my asthma for the first 
time a problem in our hike towards Machu 
Picchu, the legendary site of the Incas. 
“Don’t worry,” he said, in short snatches 
of reply. “You may notice ... that I have 
to pause ... as frequently as you do." 

Our climb upwards had not been too 
tough at first. The worst of altitude sick- 
ness was past: our party had already spent 
a fortnight acclimatising as we travelled 
Peru in a giant truck. And the first day of 


our 24-mile walk had been a moderate 
affair, to get us into the swing. Cactus vied 
with snow-topped mountains in the most 
spectacular of scenic views. Below us. as we 
walked one behind the other through the 
lower stretches of the Andes, a turquoise 
river flounced through the valley floor, 
tumbling round the boulders. 

Our first night in tents, erected for us 
by our porters, bad been cold - though not 
the coldest we endured. Not like the night 
at Chivay earlier in the holiday, where the 
water froze in our water bottles and the 
tents were stiff with ice by rooming. At 
Chivay. even a sleeping-bag designed for 
temperatures down to minus 10 seemed 
little more protection than a sheeL And the 
truck refused to start nest morning. Early 
winter in Peru makes for dear, warm, 
sunny days, but bitter nights. 

Here on the Inca trail, life seemed less 
demanding at first But after our easy intro- 
duction, this, the second day of climbing 
upwards, was much much tougher. We set 
off all together, but the steepness of the 
Journey, up through woods, mountain pas- 
tures and on to Dead Woman’s Pass at 
nearly 14.000ft soon separated us. 


No one enjoys the thought that their holiday has 
damaged an environment Louise Jury writes of a “dean, 
green’ trip to Peru - while Chris Walmsley admits that 
his own visit revealed the malign influence of tourism 


Mark and Liz, our uuck-driving tour 
leaders, leapt on ahead, Monica and Abi- 
gail dose behind them, but. finding it 
tough, the rest of us straggled onwards at 
whatever pace we found tolerable. 

Reaching the top, I staggered to the 
edge, refusing to join the first arrivals sit- 
ting waiting until 1 knev' 1 had no farther 
to climb. The sight was astounding: miles 
of steep mountains, verdant with rainforest 
with all the appearance of a virgin land 
from a past age. Conrad and I posed for 
congratulatory photographs. There was a 
real sense of achievement Eventually, all 
safely reunited, we descended to where the 
porters had prepared lunch. 

Sitting at our picnic tables od tiny, col- 
lapsible picnic stools, in our stout walking 
boots, we must have resembled one of the 


more eccentric English dining societies. In 
three-and-a-haif days climbing through 
the Andes we had some spectacular meal- 
times, but possibly nothing as astounding 
as the panorama below the pass. 

Our journey continued up and down orig- 
inal stone steps, some knee-height in depth, 
wbere tbe Inca messengers once ran from the 
distant city of Cuzco. By the fourth rooming, 
we were nearly at Machupicchu. Rising in 
pitch blackness at 4am, we dressed, clumsy 
in the confines of our tents, and set out by 
torchlight. As the first, grey-pink streaks of 
dawn Olumbated our progress, we arrived at 
the Sun Gate and the vast city lay below us. 

Known only to the local Peruvians for 
three centuries. Machu Picchu was 
revealed to the West in 191 1 by an Amer- 
ican archaeologist, Hiram Bingham, who 


was looking for the lost city of the Incas. 
The 15th- and 16th-century ruins of tem- 
ples and palaces, threatened last year by 
forest fires which made the site impassable 
for some weeks, are a United Nations her- 
itage site perched at nearly 9,000ft 

For all our party, a mixed bag of mainly 
professionals in our thirties, with a young 
Oxford graduate and a retired chemical 
engineer at either end of the age spectrum. 
Machu Picchu was the hi ghlig ht. 

Over three weeks, we had explored the 
coast and the desert before travelling to 
the high inland plains. Sometimes we 
camped and cooked for ourselves with 
food from local markets: then, just when 
we tboogbi we could not take another 
freezing night, a hotel would provide a 
touch of luxury. 

At Nazca we had hired tiny four-seater 
planes to % us over tbe mysterious lines, 
shapes of birds and creatures inscribed 
across the desert centuries before when 
flight was unknown, yet almost impossible 
to see at ground level In the Colca Canyon, 
Peru’s answer to the Grand, condors had 
soared above us. On Lake Titicaca we sailed 
in silence on boats of reed. 


Yet the walk to Machu Picchu 
triumphed because it made us feel like 
explorers. In recent years, visitors had 
made the trail filthy with waste, but the 
route has been cleaned up and our tour 
leaders rigorously enforced the no-litter 
rule, so all around was only nature. The site 
is out of bounds to coach parties, because 
there is no road and you can arrive only 
on foot or by train. 

Ours was an affable group of people, 
large enough to dilute the irritations that 
emerge in any organised group, small 
enough to maintain the sense of adventure. 
We had already formed friendships while 
jolting our way through Peru by truck. 
Nearly all of us walked the Inca trail. It was 
tbe kind of experience you call “bonding". 

Louise Jury travelled with Exodus. 9 Weir 
Road, London SW120LT (018) -675 5550). 
She paid £1,460, which included travel and 
accommodation for three weeks. 

For independent travellers, there are 
plenty of bargain air fares to Peru at present. 
For example, Iberia 1017J-S30 DOJI) is 
offering a fare of £533.50 from London or 
Manchester to Lima . 


NOT MAGICAL, NOT MYS TICA L, JUST A MISERY TOUR 


tveiler in a London pub 
ieen to Central America 
and was planning to tour 
. He took a dim view of 
lackage holidays and 
tours fo far-flung places, 
jarfy dim view of people 
them. We argued and at 
the evening he punched 
I times in the head and 
lit of the pub. 
e that people go on 
olidays for different 
id they are entitled to do 
fs them happiest After ad 
it being on holiday is 
ie about But I found 
dilemma on returning 
ganised tour of Peru. As 
idem traveller you choose 
any and where you go. 

Ice pleasure in resolving 
aus daily mysteries and 
t confront you. When you 
a rightly planned tour, 
choose your companions 
id that someone else h3S 
, n paid to resolve all those 
ries and hitches on your 
J even if you arc open- 
i find that you have 
after ail, chough not so 
you are driven to beating 
nto the ground, 
r was run like a military 

rom start to finish. There 

igs and debriefings. 


dressings-up and dressings-dowu, 
and tardiness was a punishable 
offence. The leader had a curious 
wav of barking instructions and 
ignoring group members’ attempts to 
talk to him. He could not conceal his 
contempt for tbe locals, whom he 
described as savages. And his dislike 
for the people he was leading 


room on the first night, the following 
morning he was purported to say that 
complaining would be useless 
because “we are all old boys together 
hack in England". A young 
Cusquenian guide, stumbling 
miserably over her words, said the 
leader had told her that her mother 
was uglier titan a mummy in the Gold 



became apparent w^n he 
announced that he would gladly 
exchange two of the party for a 
-charming couple from Weybridge" 
whom he'd met along the Inca Trail. 

Rumours spread like the wings of 
hungry condors. One female member 
of the party alleged that the leader 
bad proportioned her in her hotel 


Museum in Lima. Tbe lowest point of 
the tour, and perhaps the defining 
moment, was a visit to the Yagua 
Indians’ village on the hanks of the 
Yanacuna river. With advance 
warning of our arrival, they had 
dusted off their traditional costumes 
and strung out- a motley collection of 
factory-produced tourist artefacts on 


a makeshift washing-line. The women 
wore authentic straw garments over 
their shoulders, but the illusion was 
hopelessly dashed when one of them 
turned around and grinned, revealing 
a prominent bQdni-line across her 
back and a mouth full of extensively 
crowned gold teeth. The chief of the 
tribe then gave 8 demonstration of his 
blowpipe during which he missed the 
target - a 2ft wide banana tree - four 
out of five times. 

When asked how he managed to 
hunt, be explained that he preferred 
to blow monkeys out of the trees with 
a shotgun. Despite our reservations 
about poking around a traditional hut, 
we were urged to do so to witness the 
Yagua Indians’ unchanged way of life. 
In the way we were also obliged to 
give them a tip of two sols on the way 
ouL That is a lot of sols from a group 
of 10 people. As we walked away from 
the village, a radio whined out strains 
of Sbeena Easton’s “My Baby Works 
from Nine to Five", and I noticed a 
pair of brilliant white Nike trainers on 
someone’s doorstep. 

So perhaps you can appreciate my 
dilemma. There I was, clinging on to 
the moral high ground in a pub in 
central London, only to find that 1 
am an embittered old hypocrite after 
all- 1 think HI go to Antarctica on a 
shoestring next year and really 
punish myself. 

Chris Walmsley 
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A grotto brings Gothic fantasy 
to a garden. Kirsty Fe^gusson 
investigates the watery charm 
of the artificial cavern 
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I imagine Tm not the only person who has looked 
oat at a waterlogged garden through rain-spattered 
windows over the past few weeks, finding consol- 
ation only in grimly ironic thoughts about “the new 
Mediterranean climate”.* But there are more posi- 
tive ways of reacting - and getting stuck into a big 
project in the garden is one of the best. Particularly 
if it involves a bit of eccentric fun, hints optimist- 
ically at the need for a cool and shady retreat and 
calls for shell- or fossil-hunting expeditions. 

You've done Project Pergola, Project Pool. Pro- 
ject Gazebo; but this is no time for retirement, as 
the best is yet to come: Project Grotto. (And 
“grotto” is such a nice word to roll around your 
mouth that half the pleasure of making ooe must 
come from being able to give frequent exercise to 
the word in conversation.) 

The first grottoes were found rather than made: 
caverns adjacent to or containing a sacred spring, 
where nymphs and muses resided and sibyls offered 
their consultancy services. But the ancients were 
enthusiastic builders of artificial grottoes and fount- 
ains in their gardens, too, although tastes were 
divided between the rustic look (lumpy tufa, shells 
and coral) and die architectural look (hewn stone, 
vaults and mosaics). This division seems to have per- 
meated all the great eras and centres of grotto-build- 
ing - Renaissance Italy, Baroque France, Rococo 
Germany, and England, where the grotto flourished 
as both a neo-classical and a Victorian Gothic phe- 
nomenon. But it’s not a terribly important division; 
whichever taste you adhered to, the decoration was 
to be as fantastic as your purse would allow. 

“It is a place capable of giving you so much plea- 
sure and delight,” wrote John Woolridge in 1677, 
‘'that you may bestow not undeservedly what cost 
you please on it” There were indeed a number of 
no-expense-spared grottoes produced around that 
time, in which the spiritual dimensi on became 
slightly submerged by all the extravagant artistry. 
Or, taking off on another kind of tangent Pope’s 
grotto in his garden at Twi ckenham ended up as a 
kind of mineral museum, with rare stalactites and 
chunks of the Giants Causeway lining the walls. 

Perhaps these should be read as cautionary tales, 
because grottomania is on tbe brink of making a 
comeback. Possibly it’s because the message has got 
through that gardens are for fun, for experiment and 
imagination, in terms of both the plants and the 
architecture they support The fabulous new grotto 
that opened in 1987 at Leeds Castle, in Kent started 
the ball rolling. Tbe entrance is at the centre of a 
maze and the subterranean chamber leads you back 
to the outside of it a clever conceit And I keep hear- 
ing of gardens in private ownership where grottoes 
are under consideration or even construction. The 
funny thing is that people are often quite coy about 
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Eccentric fun: entrance to the 16th-century grotto, Bomarzo, Lazio in Italy (above); Margaret Morgan-Grenvifle and her Dorsetcneation (left) Photographs: Garden Picture Lbrary/john Lawrence 


Silent stream 


wanting to have a grotto; inevitably. I’ve heard it said 
that a grotto marks you down as an extravagant 
eccentric, and the associations with spiritual mys- 
tery still ding from the earliest days. 

I'm not so sure; it would take only the tiniest bit 
of spin-doctoring to present tbe grotto as a cool (in 
both senses of the word) adjunct to the New Gar- 
den. Take Candace Dahouth 's work, for example. 

Dahoutb is an American designer, whose mosaics 
and needlepoint tapestries have won her great 
acclaim. She is currently engaged on the interior dec- 
oration of a newly completed architectural grotto 
for a private clienL The construction is hexagonal, 
focusing on a mirrored basin into which flows water 
from surrounding temples. The vaulted ceiling is 
medieval blue, decorated with gold stars and dus- 
ters of shells at the base of the ribs. Fragments of 
mirror have been fitted amongst the pebbles and 
shells (her clients have amassed thousands from all 
over the world in the past 10 years) which cover the 


walls in an abstract, textural pattern; the floor is 
made from artificial black ammonites. Candace 
Dahouth has spent the best part of a year working 
on this extraordinary project, which is now nearing 
completion. By candlelight, tbe tiny shards of mir- 
ror in the encrusted interior should make for a 
Baroque experience for which even Coleridge 
might have struggled to find words. 

You could see that the two formers standing on 


the opposite bank of the river that forms the bound- 
ary of Margaret Morgan-Grenville's garden were 
struggling to find the right words to describe what, 
in its un decorated condition, resembled a pedi- 
mented sentry-box, constructed from breeze blocks, 
fitted snugly into the bank on her side of the river. 
“We’ve been wondering what you're building there,” 
one of them finally hazarded across the water, “and 
we’ve come to the conclusion that it’s a fishing-hut” 


WEEKEND WORK 


Plant or transplant lily of the valley: the 

leaves may turn brown within a week, but they will 
produce the goods next year. 


Trim back silvery green-leaved shrubs such as 
santolina or lavender artemisia. to avoid untidy, 
leggy growth later in the season. 


Margaret, a self-confessed grotto-lover, decided 
to build her own as an alternative to writing a book 
about them. She had started to research the sub- 
ject when the idea came to her that -it would be 
“much more fun” to build one and decorate it her- 
self, than to write about other people's grottoes. 

Her grotto faces west and has been placed to 
make the most of the evening sun, rather than to 
provide a shady retreat Tbe fossils with which she 
is covering the walls have come from local beaches 
(Lyme Regis is a short drive away) and piles of bro- 
ken and whole ammonites and belemnites are being 
transformed into a crusty mosaic. All that it lacks 
at present is a motto, to be woven into the pattern. 
Any thoughts? 
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organise stakes and supports for perennials 
prone to floppiness or exposed to wind. 


Lawns that have been conspicuously waterlogged 
over the past few weeks will need spring. 


Candace Dahouth, Ebenezer, Pilton , Somerset BA4 
4BR (01749 890 433) 


Anna Pavord returns next week 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Exterior 
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Why cast out 
the woodlander? 


Duff Hart- Davis meets ' Bodged White, ex-Hammersmith, ex-Army, forest dweller 
and expert in sustainable silviculture, whose lifestyle is threatened by local regulations 


II someone chooses to live rough in it 
middle of a forest, with ihe agreement < 
the owner, why should the local counc 
seek to evict him? That is the questio 
now being asked with some anger by sui 
porters of Michael “Bodger" While, wh 
for the past two years has occupied a 
encampment in Ashen Plains Wood, hig 
above the CotswoJd town of Duisley. 

dodger, now 52, is known locally as a 
archetypal woodsman, dedicated to cen 
picing and restoring ancient woodland; bv 
in fact be has had a varied career. He wj 
born in Hammersmith, the youngest t 
eight children, and has never lost his Cod 
ney accent. Nor has he lost an arsenal c 
militaiy invective acquired during si 
years in the Middlesex Regiment. 

When he came out of the Army h 
went to work as a butcher in Berlin, wber 
he married a well-to-do German girl - bi 
the marriage lasted only a few month! 
Later he ran a business recycling papt 
mid cardboard, and also what he raysu 
riously calls "a research business”. Yet fc 
the last six years he has worked -and live 
- in woods in Hampshire, Wiltshire an 
Gloucestershire. 


He landed on bis present site because 
the owner of the property, Alan Jones, a 
lecturer in building techniques, shares 
Bodger’ s interest in training young peo- 
ple in traditional coumiy skills. Two 
courses had already been held in the 
wood, and Badger’s aim was to run oth- 
ers; but his hopes of getting grants have 
repeatedly been dashed, and battles with 
what he calls "the burcaucratlcal system" 
have left him with a bitter contempt for 
conservationist quangos. 

His ramshackle establishment, which 
be shares with his handsome Alsatian 


Dylan, would win no prizes for style or 
hygiene. Although it includes a caravan, 
that is used only as an office; Bodger lives 
in a couple of spacious benders, propped 
up on slender hazel rods and guyed with 
baler twine. He cooks on charcoal (which 
he himself makes) in a portable barbecue. 
His oven is an old biscuit tin. in which he 
bakes his own pies. There is no electric- 



Bodger White Photo: M Bigwood 


ity. Wfeter conics from a butt that collects 
rain from the roof of two wooden store- 
sheds . He has a radio, but no television 
and no form of transport. 

Twice a week he walks down into town, 
to stock up with supplies, and at weekends 
he sets out a stall on the pavement in the 
middle of Duisley, selling walking sticks, 
flowers made from wood and other rustic 
artefacts. Some people, seeing him there 
with his placards, suspect (hat he protests 
a bit loo much - that he has been carried 
away by his own propaganda campaign. 
(Last November, having put down a pre- 
liminary barrage of letters on the Queen, 
the Prime Minister, the Minister for the 
Environment and a few others, he marched 
all the way to London to plead his cause.) 

Up on his own ground, however, his 
sincerity of purpose and his deep knowl- 
edge immediately become apparent. 
“This is a rarity," he says as he leads a 
visitor round, "a real mixed wood, with 
trees of different ages. WeVe got hazel, 
cherry, whitebeam, beech, oak, larch, 
sycamore, elm, silver birch... 

"You can see it's been coppiced for 


centuries. 'Hus beech stool is 600 years old 
- verified by two experts. That hazel 
stool’s been cut all wrong. With hazel, 
you've got to suppress him - cut him off 
as low as you can, to force him to shoot 
at the sides. This sycamore, now -you can 
make loads of things out of lhal, cooking 
utensils for one. Conservationists hale 
sycamores. They cut them down and 
pour poison on them." 

Hazel stools properly cut by Bodger 
are growing away straight and true. In 
eight or 10 years, the new shoots will he 
marketable as walking sticks or hurdles or 
rustic chairs. His whole theme Is the sus- 
tainability of traditional coppicing - and, 
indeed, of his chosen way of life. 

There are echoes here of Henry 
Thorcau, the American natural philoso- 
pher who. in 1S45, abandoned his home 
in Concord, Massachusetts, and went to 
live in a log cabin in the woods, reject- 
ing accepted social and political values. I 
doubt, however, that Bodger will ever 
write a book to challenge Thoreau’s cel- 
ebrated Walden. 

His income is “practically zero”, but 
because the authorities deem that he is 
working, he cannot go on the dole. Nor 
does he want to. He prefers living as be 
does in the silence and solitude of the wood, 
"with no nosy neighbours, and nobody com- 
ing up and telling you what to do". 

The trouble is that people are now 
telling him what to do. The local planning 
officer, after a visit, decreed that his occu- 
pation of the site consumes a different 
use of the land - residential rather than 
silvicultural - and the council has issued 
notices ordering him to quit by June. 

Is this not planning gone crazy? As 
Bodger himself points out, a bed-sitting 
room in Dursley would cost up to £80 a 
week, and if he were forced into one - 
quite apart from the fact that be would 
hate it - he would immediately become 
a burden on the state. 

No wonder he fulminates against the 
excesses of our consumer society, and 
declares that he "can’t see how civilisation 
can be sustainable, the way it's going". 



NA TURE NOTE 

With its large dimensions, slender wings and deeply forked tall, 
the red kite ts ope of our most spectacular raptors, and its re- 
establishment in England and Scotland has proved one of the 
most spectacular conservation successes of recent times. 
Although a few kites hung on in the isolated uplands of central 
Wales, those elsewhere were persecuted so drastically that 
they died out in the 1880s. Their reintroduction began in 1989 
when the RSPB. working with English Nature and Scottish 
Natural Heritage, imported young birds from Spain and 
released them at secret sites. Since then, the numbers have 
built up with amazing speed In the 1997 season 51 pairs in 
England reared more than 100 young, and earlier this year a 
gamekeeper on the Wormsiey estate in Buckinghamshire 
counted 70 kites in a single gathering. 


Tagging and radio-tracking show that they are highly mobile. 
One bird, at least, has travelled from Scotland to Devon, and 
offspring of the original colonies have dispersed over wide 
areas. Their success appears to be due to an abundance of 
food and a good habitat. Largely carrion eaters, they probably 
benefit from road casualties, and in deer country such as the 
Chikems they dean up the grallochs left by stalkers culling in 
winter. Because they rarely take pheasants or partridges, they 
do not generally worry gamekeepers. Nevertheless, several 
birds have been illegally poisoned, and one man was fined 
£1.000 after he had buried a kite, not realising that it was 
carrying a sriM-iunctioning radio transmitter in its tail. 

Duff Hart-Davis 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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If yon suffer [rom:- Arthritic & Rheumatic pain 
■ Stiff neck * Stress/Tenaon * Poor circulation 
• Hiatus hernia • Swollen legs 

r • Wafer reteorioo or 
i Respinoofy problems - 
1 An Adjustamatic bed 
cm 1 1 a p effyw ihe 
(polity of your steeping 
and waking life. 
CAURomNOWnn 
YOUR FREE 
'SECRETS OFA 
GOOD MONTS SLEB’' BOOKLET 
AMD COLOUR BROCHURE 


IFRI 


WITH 

SABRE 

SLmirttft Systems 




* BUDGET RENTAL 
OPTION AVAILABLE 

* PRICES FROM £995 FULLY 
FITTED 

★ NEW AND 
RECONDITIONED 
STRAIGHT AND CURVED 
STAIRUFTS AVAILABLE 

★ EXCELLENT PRICESPAID 
FOR USED STAIRUFTS 


CALL US ON FREEPHONE 

0800 074 7074 


Fashion 




r t 


ORIGINAL IRISH 
GRANDFATHER SHIRT 

wsMSSSSS 

cAm.ik e*n ns®* wdwy. 
s/uhjzl £i*.w Kuna ci.w 

^gngGlIWEKt* 

add £5.00 ESS**!*— 




Collecting 


SINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining - - A 

tables always ?*** ftnMf4U4 

in stock 
* 

Library and OI4tf 63154 ? 162136 1 

writing furniture also 
usually available. 

We endeavour to find the table you requite. 


Only 6 mins from J13 M4 


Unusual Gifts 



Far Sales 


ROSIE NIEPER T-SHIRTS 


Semaphore explained 
by Simon Drew 



unbleached 
Size XL. £15.99 
p&p £1.95 per 
order. 

WRITE OR 
PHONE QUOTING 


CATALOGUE WITH 
LOTS MORS 
DESIGNS 

12 MUNSTER RD. TED DING TON. MIDDX. TVS', 1 9LL 


For Sales 


POWER 

FOR 

PEDAL 

BIKES! 




When you’re tired o 
pedalling just switch 
on the 

siNcuuRanxr 
and lake 
it easy 

'' jf vtvanp:. , 

h 

Ik kw 2F0k oka afl tit cBm 
on at rydtog. Hakes haMafe a 
6ma - bbs b* with taw. 

Xo Cataet, hmnm ar tu Htdcd. 
la ZEDl <fa alike lard vwk far ju. 

• RTTH3 IN MINUTES 

• UP TO Mfflph 

• SMPLETOUSE 

• MANTBJANCE FRS 

• 1 2 MONTHS GUARANTEE 

• UP TO 30 M0£S RANGE 
O BATTERY REQ4ARGS> 

FOR LBS THAN Ip 
Hills disappear, 
headwinds vanish 

ONLY £95 

twmo nmo wwow 

01933 

279300 

sKuatBEMaunupm inis v 

BteamtB.vmBaaajBiaix 


EROTIC 

CHINESE 

PRINTS 


Ancient and erotic oriental 
art from the Ming period] 
(206B.C.- A.D.1644) 
Tastefully reproduced from 
•Brides Books'. Originally 
painted to demonstrate sexu- 
al techniques for the young 
bride and groom. 

Printed cn ire arotvsJ papsi 

Ftil colour catalogue £500 
Aflow 14-28 days. 

£S Cheque or credit cant oe an, 
la Arrows MvLertng. Round Lane 
Tjaanfl Ea Exmouth, EXB 4NN. 
or atone ctetfi aids drafts on : 


.3 01395 - 222108 CLr* 



EFFECTIVE 
ENGLISH TITLES 

Sir, Lord, Lady, Baron, 
Count, etc. 

Effective inheritable and 
non-heritable titles from £95 
Tel: %ide* 

07000 785505 (24hrs). 



ALTIMETERS 

Our impressive range of 40 
Pedometers allow you to 
choose the right model for 
your needs. If you Jog, Walk, 

Run, Cycle or you would just like 
to know how for you have walked 
the dog, you can measure the 
distance travelled. Lightweight and 
compact. 

Precision Made Instalments 
guaranteed for reliability and accuracy 

We also have a large selection of Map Measurers, 
Compasses, Mognmers, Stop Watches etc. all 
available at excellent prices. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 
1 WRITE FAX OR PHONE FOR ' 



range in OB’ FREE adore bradmre ofqotfty predtioa hatrareena 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD (inis) 

13/14 James Watt Close, Drayton Fields, 
Davemry. Northern# NN1 5RJ 

Tel 01327 706030 Fax 01327 871633 


Legal Notices 


tool C w Biert H t tihsis 
frontal) Ad 1M2 
Mltasma M> 
UgatngWPwfcfc r m r rt taCTh 

Nona 6 HBSW OWN THAT WE 
Abed Bd and Wfendy Christie 
Snhssan d BO-Fumr Road. 
Urasun, Maodmer Mil SAD 
nrmd ts apply to he fatal 
Bocugb Carol on 15& May 1996 
far Re part b iri by way of wwol 

an anal ttaanmu tiemtt far 
tie pupae d priafic mac, 
and fencing far tie-ptmas Ihm 
as NtctA and fee d 00 ffann 
Road Umbo dorsad fearing tie 
faenfad Ion of ItM am to I JO 
am on Mondzp » Sudan and 
1100 ecm to HOD pm SrtrfejS 
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Daied tie 3tih fey of April 1998 
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fatal Snmgb CoM^fanr Hal 
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Mefeset M2 2JF. SoiictiK at* 
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To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call the 

Independent 

Traders 

Team 

on 

0171 293 
2323/2344. 
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A vicarious voyage 
around the world 


The stuff of ... exotica. Sally Staples travels the globe In a small London shop 


For those who cannot afford to employ 
the interior designer David Champion to 
create a new look for their homes, a trip 
to his small but perfectly styled shop in 
West London is an inspiration for ideas: 
Every available nook and cranny . is 
crammed with treasures and designed to 
gratify the eye. Here the emphasis is on 
visual pleasure rather than practicality. 

Juxtaposition, according to David 
Champion, is the key to good taste. His 
aim is to create a cahning environment 
by balancing different textures to create 
an aesthetic effect. Bamboo lamp-bases 
jostle with Burmese rice-carriers; a 
French bridge chair in hike elephant-skin 
sets off a South African township picture 
frame. Here is a reproduction Chinese 
screen in glitzy Viennese style, with a 


£2,350 price tag; there is a pair of carved 
wooden Ethiopian chairs (£1,100 each). 
Incense sticks poke oat of tall, elegant 
Vietnamese ceramic holders, and on 
the floor stands a Mexican sweet-mould 
made of wood, converted, into a candle- 
holder. 

One wall is hung with a range of 
Moroccan mirrors made from bone and 
silver. Some designs are uniquely Cham- 
pion, such as a pair Qf limed-oak lamp- ' 
bases turned by a specially commissioned 
craftsman in Norfolk. For the £780 each 
that they cost, you would not expect to 
find anything similar elsewhere. 

It is a classy shop, to which clients 
return again and a g ain to browse. There 
are no overbearing staff to bother you - 
merely a quiet welcome. And after half 


an hour of wistful dreaming over, the 
more expensive items, you And some 
consolation corners. 

Downstairs, large ceramic bowls are 
filled with brightly lacquered Vietnamese 
pebbles in a range of colours, from £7.50 
each. There are Indian saris and throws, 
Lebanese cushions, and bars of olive-oil- 
and-Iaurel soap for just £1.80. Or how . 
about a hand-painted chapati-roller for- 
£1L5D? And certainly, decorative Mexi- 
can and tin obelisks, Ethiopian horn gob- 
lets and Vietnamese crackle rice bowls 
are features that will enhance a dull or 
faded background and bring new life into 
a tired old room. 


David Champion, 199 Wesiboume Grove, 
London Wll 2SB (0171-727 6016) 




P 




More and more people are soothing themselves with the lathe, the gouge, the mallet and the rasp after astressfulday’s work, Sally Staples joins the party 

tchie began giving classes in wood- ■ ■ A t a j i B Douglas fir. His work is so professio 

lialised in teaching people how to k# d I I 09 09 I I 0* I 0 exhibitions and sells much of his vs 

ks. All varieties were carved by his | | 9*0 ypsf ^ ■ xu I III If Iwl wl l^k. Some pupils like to use sweet 

ime experts on the finer points of 4CP wood to carve ashtrays and dishes 


When Adam Ritchie began giving classes in wood- 
carving, he specialised in teaching people how to 
make decoy ducks. All varieties were carved by his 
pupils, who became experts on the finer points of 
the mallard and the pintail But Adam realised, with 
growing fascination, that if he gave 12 students 
exactly the same pattern to copy they would all pro- 
duce completely individual ducks. However new to 
the craft, they would each put something of them- 
selves into the finished product. 

“Now I like to keep the classes less structured,” 
he says, “and pupQs are encouraged to have a go at 
what they feel they want to carve. Fm not really keen 
on carving English roses, but if someone wants to 
carve them, of course IH help. I try not to direct 
people too much. 1 will tell them the most efficient 
and quickest way to achieve an effect, and I never 
make them do anything that isn’t necessary.” 

Beginners, however, often choose to start with 
a duck that is carved from two separate pieces hol- 
lowed out to form the body, with a third piece to 
make the head. Students at Adam's current evening 


das? have progressed to tropical fish, long dishes, 
African heads and, in one case, a kitchen cupboard. 

Adam teaches at the Kensington and Chelsea 
College and his pupils - several of whom are teach- 
ers themselves - are mostly people who come to 
unwind for the three-hour evening session after a 
busy day’s work. He provides all the tools, so there 
is no need to buy anything before joining a class. 

He has dozens of different-sized gouges, mallets, 
damps and alarming-looking instruments called, 
rasps. These are rather Hire lethal cheese graters and 
if you mistake your knuckles for the wood - well, 
the squeamish would be advised to look away. How- 
ever „ as Adam explains, the craft is perfectly safe 
if you abide by the rules - namely that fingers should 
always be kept behind the blade and away from the 
direction the gouge or rasp is working. 


One young enthusiast embarking on his second 
10-week course at the college is Richard Thomas. 
He was working on a tropical fish the day I visited. 
*Td never tried wood-carving before,” he said. 
“When 1 was at school woodwork seemed rather 
boring, because everything had to be measured - 
and you had to make whaL you were told 

"The joy of this course is that you are totally free 
to work as you want. You become so involved with 
wha f you are doing that the conscious min d is com- 
pletely switched off. Whatever you were worried 
about- when you arrived is forgotten once you get 
down to work. And what you produce gives you real 
pride and pleasure.” 

Denise O'Riley, a ceramics and day teacher, was 
wo rking on a long wooden dish to hold party nibbles. 
She was enjoying making something practical and 


said that the pleasure of wood-carving is that it 
involves your hands and your head. “1 really enjoy 
working with wood, but the mistakes are harder to 
cover up than when you work with clay.” 

Carmel Henry had spent the evening working an 
enormous lathe, rounding off the edges of a block 
of wood until they were smooth and even. After that 
she planned to make a pair of salad servers. 

Christina Klassen had designed and made an 
ambitious kitchen cupboard, complete with shelves, 
a table flap and a carving of a cat. She had spent a 
total of 30 hours an the piece, and hoped it would 
be finish ed after another six. 

Meanwhile, Giff Pearcey, who works as an edu- 
cation media resources officer, was carving a sea- 
gull in relief against a sea background. One of 
Adam’s long-standing pupils, he was using Canadian 


Douglas fir. His work is so professional that be holds 
exhibitions and sells much of his work. 

Some pupils like to use sweet-smelling cedar 
wood to carve ashtrays and dishes. Joan Smith, a 
teacher, was experimentingwitb mulbenywpod and 
was carving a bowl shape out of a log, leaving half 
of the piece in its'natural, rough-hewn state. 

The four beginners on the course were each given 
a small duck, roughly cut from a large piece of wod, 
so they could begin to learn how to gouge the wood, 
rasp it and smooth the surface. Adam made his way 
round the class offering a word of advice here and 
there: Pupils can use the wood available in the col- 
lege workshop or buy bits and- pieces from Adam, 
who managed to stockpile some choice pieces after, 
the great storm of 1987 felled so many trees. 


Adam Ritchie also runs classes in furniture design, at 
die Kensington and Chelsea College (0171-573.5333). 
His decorative wood course, 10 sessions of three Homs 
each, - costs £59-£71. Details of other wood-carving 
classes from load education authorities. 


GAMES AND JUMBO CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


□(^□□□□□□□□□□□□dod □□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□ a □ □ a 
□□□□□anna □□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□ □□□□□□ aanuuaaauDQUQ 

□ □□□□□□□□□a n 

□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □ a □ □ a a a a 

□QDUDQQQ □□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□ 

□ a a □ □ n a □ a □ a 

□ □□□□ □□□□□□□ □□□□□□□ □□□□□ 

□ □ob □ □□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□ □□□□□□ QdQPHQ □□□□□□□ 

□ □ □□□□□□□□ □ □ 
□□□□□DO □□□□□□ □□□□□□ □□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□ a □ a □ 

□□□□□ □□□□BUB □□□□UBU □□□□□ 

□ □ □ □ □ □□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 

□ □ □ □ □ □ Q □ B 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 
a QaaaoDBQQQB 

□□□□□□□□□□□□a □□□ana □□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ 
u □ a □ □□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 
QQDflQQQQB □ □ □ G 
□□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□BO 
□□□BUB □□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□ □ 
□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ B □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□ BOBO 
□□□BO □□□□□□□ □□□□□□□ □□□□□ 

□ □ □ □ □□□□□□BBS 

□BOOB BUBQOB □□□□□□ □□□□□□□ 
BO □□□□□□BO □□ 

□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ □□□□□□ □□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□ □ □ □ □ 
□□□□□ □□□□□□□ □□□□□□□ □□□□□ 

□ □□□ □□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 

□ □□ □ □ □ □ □ a 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 

B □□□□□□□BOOB 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ □□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ 
□ □ B B □ □□□□□ODD 
□□□□BOBO □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


Cryptic Jumbo winner, 
D Wfaatmore ' r-‘ 

1 (Gieltenham) 


Patrick Reyntiens OBE, 72, stained glass 
-artist, raconteur and writer 


Runners-up: 

I Moore (Largs); 

L Thrk (Salisbury); 

I Whittemore (Essex); 
W Salaman (Nantwicb); 
E Carchrae" 
(Cnristchurch). 


Concise Jumbo winner 
C Newman (Felliscliffe). 


Runners-up: 

P Lloyd Jones (Saltash); 
A Poole (V&debridge); 
S Higgin bottom 
(Newport); 

N Smith (Lindfield): 

B Nolan (West 
Bagno rough). 


1 played rugby at Ampleforth, and I was 
regimental low hurdles champion in the Scots 
Guards just after the war. Low hurdles are the 
ones where you take five steps between each 
hurdle and then jump over. High hurdles are 
much more difficult. I started jumping low 
hurdles out of sheer boredom, but it was ail 
very amateur. You see, there was nothing to do 
in Trieste in 1947. 

We were guarding the Yugoslav border, so 
the regiment took over Trieste athletic stadium, 
which was pretty cool of them. The last 
Archbishop of Canterbury was there - Robert 
Runcie. He was a captain and I was a 
lieutenant He didn't try hurdling, mind you. I 
suppose he didn’t have the right-shaped legs. 

I had one brother and one sister, but I didn't 
play with either of them very much as a child. 1 
wasn’t lonely in the least, because 1 had a lot of 
lovely things to do. I played with bricks for one 
thing. Nobody now remembers clay bricks. 
Being strictly modular, they built really good, 


solid buildings and were made by a firm called 
Lotts. They only made twp things: building 
bricks and ^mlsby sete.’wilh which you could 
make marvellous nastyaabells. ;But in the end, 
Lotts wefrt^od of business. 

Arthur Mee was the first really subversive 
character l met in print He edited a thing called 
77ie Children ’s Newspaper which I was given 
every fortnight by my nanny. It was slightly 
progressive, and went bust in about 1942, but it 
was really not bad. It gave you lectures on 
evolution and tilings like that. 

The funny thing was that Arthur Mee himself 
looked like a monkey, and he was an enormous 
egotist, possibly as a result of his name. I liked 
Mee. 


Patrick Reyntiens wrote 'The Beautv of Stained 
Glass’ (ISBN 0-295-97559-8). He is co- 
designer af the windows in Liverpool's 
Metropolitan Cathedral, through which, on a 
clear day, you cannot see his work in the Great 
Hall at Christ Church, Oxford, the 
Episcopalian Cathedral in Washington, and 50 
other churches in Britain. 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HI RON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


Some entertaining miniatures from the Open Tournament 
at Dos Hermanns. Spain: 


Game one: la this all-Spanish encounter, Black plays the 
opening horribly to fell badly behind in development. In the 
fioal position, his queen cannot defend both f6 and a8, and 
20...Bd4 loses simply to 21.Rxd4. 


No.3600 Saturday 2 May 

nn in it 


White: J Magem Blade J Pad ados 


1 e4c5 
2N£3Nc6 
3c3d5 
4exd5 Qxd5 
5 d4 cxd4 
6cxd4 Bg4 
7Nc3QdS 


8d5Bx£3 
9Qrf3Ne5 
10 Bb5+ Nd7 
11 0-0 a6 
12Ba4b5 

13 Bb3 Ngffi 

14 Rel gb 


15 d6 e6 

16 Nd5 EtxdS 

17 Nxf6+ Nxft 

18 Bg5 Be7 

19 Bxf6 Bxfb 

20 Radi resigns 


Game two: Black’s passive play gave White the chance of a 
nice combination with 20Jtxh5! when 20...gxh5 21.Qxh5 f5 
22.gxf6 Qf7 23.Bg6 is fetal for Black. After 21 Jth7+! Black 
still refused the bail though he might as well have taken it: 
21...Kxh7 22.Qh5+ KgS 23.Qh6 £5 24.exf6 Qh7 25.Qxh7+ 
Kxh7 26.Rxd7+ is hopeless, but no worse than the game. 



East-West game; dealer South 
North 
*AJ 103 
S7J85 
0865 
♦K 9 5 


» W ft H P IS W 10 21 ZZ IS » 


West 
♦ 642 

OK 109732 
♦A 8 2 


East 
♦Q 9 8 
VQ6 2 
0AQJ4 
+J64 



12 >1 10 9 S 1 i 5 4 3 J J 


South 

♦K75 

<?AKI0 9 73 
Ononc 
♦ Q10 7 3 


1 e4 Nf6 
2e5Nd5 
3Nc3e6 
4Nf3 d6 

5 exd6 Bxd6 

6 Ne4 Be7 
7d4Nd7 

8 Bd3 N7f6 


White: F Valleio Blade J Castro 


9 c3 Nxe4 

10 Bxe4 Nf6 

11 Bc2 0-0 

12 Bg5 Qd6 

13 Qd3 g6 
140-0-0 Bd7 

15 h4 Ng4 

16 Qe2 h5 


17 Ne5 Bxg5+ 

18 hxg5 Nxe5 

19 dxe5 Qe7 

20 Rxh5 Kg7 

21 Rh7+ Kg8 

22 Rdhl Qxg5+ 

23 Kbl resigns 


ACROSS 


Game three: The Moroccan who went on to take first 
prize finds a neat combination to beat a Canadian former 
world title Candidate. At the end, 21...Nxe2 22_Nef6+ Bxf6 
23.Nxf6+ Kh8 24.Nd5+ KgS 25.Nxc7 wins a piece. 


I Adds sugar to (8) 

5 Period of time (4) 

9 Shape (5) 

10 Bright red (7) 

I I Excited pleasurably ( 10) 
14 Surreptitious house 

move (9,4) 

16 'Villain (10) 

20 Hide (7) 

21 African capital (5) 


DOWN 

2 On i 


On an unspecified occa- 
sion (8) 

Volcanic event (8) 
Characterised by ebb and 


flow (5) 

4 Wistfully (13) 

6 Nocturnal birds (4) 

7 Speed (4) 

5 Bewail (6) 

12 Sastisfying (8) 

13 Scholastic (8) 

15 Flowers (6) 

17 Fashion house (5) 

IS Corrosr.’e chemical (4) 
19 Winter precipitation (4) 


Speed (4) 
Bewail (6) 


22 Daybreak (4) 

23 Instrument for tnj 
fluids (8) 


injecting 


White: H Hamdouchi Blade K Spraggett 


1 e4c5 

8 c4 Be7 

15 exd6 Bxd6 

2Nf3e6 

9NC3 0-0 

16 Nce4 Be7 

3 d4 cxd4 

10 f4 Nbd7 

17 b3 h6 

4 Nxd4 a6 

llKhl g6 

IS ND Bb7 

5 Bd3 Nf6 

12 Nf3 b6 

19 Bb2Nh5 

6 0-0 Oc7 

13 e5 Nh5 

20Ne5Nxf4 

7Qe2d6 

14 Ng5 Ng7 

21 Nxd7 resigns 


«• 



SoMiaa to yesterdays Ctmelsa Gnjssmrd: 

ACROSS: 1 Whale, 4 Aid (Waylaid). 7 Pail. S Shrapnel, 9 


“I suppose. South said reflectively after this deal “that iff 
get everything righl 1 can make 12 tricks." Seeing ali four 
hands, that is an easy one, but your problem is to guflss how 
he played to end with only eight tricks in his contract of Four 
Hearts. 

South opened One Heart and North (playing five-card 
majors) raised to Two Hearts. Hoping for a favourable lead if 
he did not reveal loo much about his hand. South jumped to 
game. Mind you, if he had made any sort of uy. North, with 
his maximum, would have accepted the invitation. All passed 
and West led 0 10 against Four Hearts. 

Declarer ruffed, cashed his two top trumps (tailing to 
drop the queen), and followed with a club to the king. Then 
came a spade to the king and a spade finesse. Thinking 
quickly. East ducked smoothly and, lulled into a false sense 
of security, declarer ill-adviscdly came back to hand with a 
diamond ruff. Then he repeated the “marked" spade finesse 
and the roof fell m. 

East won with his now bare queen, cashed VO and 
forced out declarer’s last [rump with another diamond lead. 
Wait, who had taken care to discard his +8 on his partner’s 
VQ, was now in a position lo claim the remaining tricks. 


ACROSS: l wuaie, 4 Am (way uuo). i Fall, a shrapnel y 
Rear Admirals, lOGrunch, 13 Effort, 15 Awe-inspiring. 19Lorig 
jump, 20 Wasp, 21 Sir. 22 Layby. DOWN: 1 Weave. 2 Aileron, 
3 Eased, 4 Alpha. 5 Dresser, 6 Praise, 11 Reasons, 12 Hang- 
up, 14 Runway, 16 Eager, 17 Papal, 18 Nasty. 


Many apologies for the misprinted hand which fumed last 
Saturday's bridge into a higfi-fcwl deduction puzzle. Wt have 
identified the cause of the misprint and hope to avoid such 
problems in future. 


Back lo where we left off Iasi week. It is double match 
point and Black has a 53 to play. How would you play 
it: (a) 6/1, 6/3 or (b) 5/off 5/2? 

The first important point here is that you at least 
see the possibility of playing 5/off, 5/2. Many players 
would automatically make the 'forced' move 6/1. 6/3 
How to evaluate such a position? The first thing is to 
look at the number of cross-overs (a crass-over moves 
a man from one quadrant of the board to the next or 
off the board). Here Black needs 11 crossovers and 
White also needs 1 1 (four to bring his man on the bar 
to his home board and then seven to bear off). This 
means the position is dose. 

ir 2\ 0l ^ r faC i°« “ the b,ot on White’s 2-point 
ff Black plays (b) and White enters with 22, 23, 24 or 
26 hitting Bfeck s Mo, thcn Black in ^ ^ have ^ 

chance to hit White s blot, gaining significantly m the 
e . nte ^ wl* 25 he should still hit the blot 

lU aS»T‘ * p,aying *** * ns rather 11180 

nJlUfST fa M ne ? tS (b) arc thal it iota* man off 
f ° r another rolL ^“pare 

IOlls 64 afler Black has madchis 
-I^! e 15 a bis fav °urite, m (b) he is 

and rhpn^Ri * dnwn ? ide of 0>) is that White may 
hit and then Biacx may miss, in which case While 
becomes a very big favourite 

hut^s I wSif d “ fc * to balance these femora 
I chose nlav /hi before, when in doubt be aggressive. 

hi f I b) ’ my °PP° nen t stayed on the tSr with a 
03, but backgammon heinc £ 

a* r- i i ^ DacK S a mmon I lost when he 

of .he time after play (hf 


j ii'... 

• ff .V . 
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The taste of . . . vanilla from Reunion. 

Nikki Spencer samples sweet, spicy orchid riches 


14 


^nilia originated in Mexico and was 
prized by the Aztecs, but it was on the 
small island of Reunion in the Indian 
Ocean, described as “France’s best- 
kept secret” that it was first grown 
commercially. Until the 1840s, 
attempts to cultivate this rather plain- 
looking orchid in other climes 
foundered. Then an African slave, 
Edmond Albius, discovered that you 
could pollinate the flowers by opening 
them up with a bamboo needle and 
pinching the stamen and pistil together 
- a technique still in use today. 

The vanilla orchid attaches itself to 
trees, and the seeds are found in 
longish pods hanging from the plant. 
The complicated process of pollinating, 
growing and then curing this aromatic 
spice makes it one of the most 
expensive in the world. The orchid 
flowers only for a few hours. Women 
known as marieuses hand-pollinale up 
to 1,000 blooms a day. The pods take 
six weeks to reach full size, and 
another six to nine months to mature. 

The green pods, which have none of 
the familiar vanilla flavour or 
fragrance, are then cured - a three-to- 
six-month process that begins with a 20- 
second boiling-water bath, followed by 
heating by the sun. They are then 
wrapped in blankets to sweat (which 
activates enzymes to create the rich 
aroma) and finally dried to a deep- 
brown or black colour. 

The plants like moderate shade, not 
too much sun, and just the right 
amount of humidity. Vmill a is mainly 
grown on the east coast of the island 


between Ste-Suzanne and St-Philippe. 

In the town of St Andr6, just in from 
the coast, is La Maison de la VhniUe. an 
old Creole mansion set amid lawns, 
gardens and plantations, where you can 
trace the history of this increasingly 
popular flavouring. 

Vanilla ventures 

• La Maison du la Vanille, on the rue 
de la Gare in St Andr£, Reunion, is 
open from Tuesday to Sunday, 9am- 
noon and 2-6pm. 

• Reunion is a irekkers’ paradise, and 
the Lonely Planet guide to Mauritius, 
Reunion and the Seychelles (£10.99) 
devotes an entire chapter to it 
Recommended is a two-day trek from 
the scorched summit of the volcano, 
Pilon dc Foumaise, down to the sea 
where a footpath takes you past 
“vanilla plants lazily wrapping their 
tendrils around filao trees”. 

• It is not that common to find vanilla 
from Reunion on sale in the UK. 

Birgit Erath, who runs the Spice Shop 
at 1 Blenheim Crescent, London Wll 
(0171-221 4448) reckons that vanilla 
from Madagascar, 500km away, is 
every bit as good. She has vanilla from 
Mexico and vanilla pods in bottles of 
Bourbon - which she says is great for 
pouring into coffee. 

• Most vanilla-flavoured food has 
never been near a vanilla pod - it is 
usually flavoured with vanilla 
substitutes. But Sainsbury’s has just 
launched Organic Madagascan vanilla 
ice-cream (price £2.49 for 500ml, 
available from Monday). 


Vanilla: die pods 
take at least six 
months to mature 
Photograph: 

Brian Limag <sJ 
Anthony Blake 
Photo Library 
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A COWBOY 

Riding the range in Spam 

plus: Festivals 98. 

Your complete guide 


Let 

there 

be light 


Ever thought employing a lighting 
designer might improve an interior 
that needs that e>ctra something? 
Claire Gervat talks to an ideas man 

There was a lime, not so long agp, ”*f° for °?° st of ™ 

buying lights meant a trip to BhS, 

consideration was whether wbat you bought would 

SSato all four comers of the roomat the same time. 

But things have changed. We now expert 

only to make the room look good, but also to be objects 

of desire in their own right. yv>rf _- t 

If the local shops don't throw up quite the perfect 
thing, there’s no need to worry. Help a iaL band mJ foe 
form of Jack Wimperis, whose imaginative glass and 
S instruction will turn the dow^trn renor mto 
something remarkable. His current 
with outer space, and he draws inspiration tomtbe 
comics and B-movies of the Fifties to create wall and 
floor lights that look like the flying saucers or rockets 
that Flash Gordon might have used. 

That said, not all his previous pieces look as if they 
have just flown down to Earth, since he designs he 
lights veiy much with the idea of where they wilJbe 
used. “I don’t impose my wiD, but I do suggest what 
would fit with the architecture. I look at the room i “ 
explain what’s possible. Generally, people don t know 
what can be done. So HI take along my portfolio and we 

can look through it" 

After that. Jack will do several drawings until the 
client is completely happy with the design. ^ can be 
quite a slow process,” he says, and he reckons to take an 
average of four to six weeks for each commission. 

Pricing depends on the size and coinplenty of the 
design: small lights cost from £60 to £400, but a large 
chandelier could cost thousands. If your purse strings 
are fairly tight, it’s an easy matter to set a budget for 

Jack to work to- . . . 

Jack started as a stained-glass artist, serving ms 
apprenticeship in Devon and from there moving to 
Ireland for two years. Here, he was asked to do some 
windows in a dub. ‘They said, ‘Oh, can you do any 
lighting for us?’ So I did them a load of lights around 
the walls and some sculptural pieces, and that’s where it 

all started. I do a lot of dub work in England now, 

along with the private work. So I go in, do the stameo- 
elass windows and tie in the lighting with it-” 

One of his recent jobs was for a dub in Blackpool- 
"They had a metal-dad corridor, and we did about 10 
lights down each side. They were all different space 
scenes, so as you walk down it looks as if you re walking 
down a connection corridor or something. From some 
of the portholes you were flying over the Earfo, some 
over tbemoon, some over Mare. They were all backlit, 
so they were like stained-glass windows, but 
When people think of stained-glass they think of Tiffany 

lights, which is no* what Ido.” . 

TThe lighting now takes up about half his time, 
leaving the other half for stained-glass. For that, too, he 
can be commissioned, with prices ranging from around 
£5 to £20 a square foot, depending on the design an 
materials. Much of thLs work is for front door panels, 
but Jack cites as one of his stranger jobs foe 
transformation of a downstair, loo, which wasg^ena 
big, stained-glass backlit window, a mirror with a light 
on either side and a metal loo seat “That was a great 
commission,” he says enthusiastically. 

And should the thought of a red rocket-stop taWe- 
lamp sound appealing, you will be happy to know that 
Jack is intending to produce an entire lme of them 
shortly. 

Jack Wimperis can be contacted at Co-Optic Studios, 31 
Westward Road, Cainscrvss, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 
414 (01453 756894 ). Afore of his lighting work am be 
seen at the Chelsea Crafts Show and the 100% Desrffi 
Show, which wiU be at Earls Court from 24 to 27 
September 


THE INDEPE NDENT 

SAFETY IN 
THE GARDEN 


It is all too easy to leave electric garden tools switched on with the 
obvious risk to the user and to children. The Countdown Timer 
ensures that power will only be delivered for a fixed time so even if 
an appliance is left plugged in. it will antomatically be switched off. 

The Countdown Switch helps cot fuel bills and is equally useful 
for household appliances and in the workshop. 

Used with a multi-socket extension lead, one Countdown 
Switch can control several different appliances. 

Tbe Countdown Switch is very easy to use. It simply 
plugs imo any 13 amp socket. Pressing the dearly marked 
ON button switches on the power and starts the countdown. 

The red illuminated display indicates 
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£ 25.99 


IOC. 


can be adjusted if required by 
pressing (fie clock button. 

HOW TO ORDER 
® 01753 642234 
£])1753 648810 

•„sfa« yow Credit Cart or send 
eofftptetod coupon with crossed 
cheque or poataladers to: 

THE INDEPENDEN T 
COUNTDOWN SWITCH OFFER 
PO Box 261 
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Higgins unzipped and relieved his bladder before returning 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON TALES OF 
SPORTSMEN 
BEHAVING 
BADLY 


THE visuals at the start of 
BBC's Match of The Day offer 
a stylised version of the way dis- 
satisfied managers arc sup- 
posed to behave during 
half-time team talks. 

Joe Kfancar. who has main - 
lained Wimbledon as a Pre- 

miership force in recent seasons. 

is seen banging his fist down on 
table, disturbing the compo- 
sure of a nearby cup of tea. 

In reality, if reports; floating 
back from the other side of the 
dressing-room door are to be 
credited, Kioncar and others 
who share his volatile disposi- 
tion favour more extreme mea- 
sures. Crockery lakes flight 
The tea urn gets Upped over. 

Bruce Rioch, the former 
Arsenal and Mill wall manager, 
has a reputation of being one 


of the strictest disciplinarians. 

His man-management style 
appears to have developed nat- 
urally from hs playing days, 
when -the story goes -he took 
out his frustration on ao ap- 
prentice vdxi had failed to clean 
bis boots properly by standing the 
wretched lad against a wall and 
using him for shooting practice. 

Rioch's left foot, in its day, 
coaid have doubled for a steam- 
hammer. I bet that improved the 
shine on his Adidas 2000’s. 

Of course we like to hear sto- 
ries of sporting gestures. Gazza 
handing over his Littlewoods 
Cup medal to a non-playing sub- 
stitute who, unlike himself, ap- 
peared for Middlesbrough en 
route to Wembley. How nice. 

He’s a good lad at heart, isn’t he? 

But stories of Sportsmen Be- 


having Badly - these we love. 

Germ bunding hfrrwelf into 

the stupifyingiy stupid challenge 
during the 1991 FA Cup final 
that caused him career-threat- 
erring injury. Gazza enraging the 
Celtic fans by pretending to be 
a flute player on a Protestant ap- 
prentice boys’ march. Such in- 
cidents stir the blood. " 

On that subject, a frisson 
went through the world of ath- 
letics a couple of seasons ago 
when the rivalry of the interna- 
tional sprinting scene spiled over 
from the track into the lobby of 
the Nova Farit Hotel in Zurich. 

After racing over 100 metres 
in the Wfeltklasse meeting, Den- 
nis Mitdrefl of the United States 
and Glapade Adariken of Nige- 
ria became involved in a dis- 
agreement which came to blows. 


Hie cause of die argument 
was never made entirely dear. 
Some said it was over a woman.' 

Some said one runner had m- ' 
suited the otheftnxHher. What- 
ever, the tangible evidence of 
their dispute required ti&be 
sponged off the hotel carpet 

Athletics, Eke any ot&er 
sport, has -a history of mfcMte- 
mtanouoLAl thel9040lya$ies . 
in St Louis, a New Yoriaxcs&ed 
Fred Loiz crossed the tine fist 
in the marathon, bad been pho- 
tographed with AHee Roosevdt, 
daughter of the US president, 
and was about to be awanled the 

gold medal when it was discov- 
ered that he had covered 11 
miles of his journey in a car. 

Lore passed it off as a prac- 
tical joke, but his national fed- 
eration failed to see the funny 


rain and tanned him fen Mfe. 
' ’■ Personal have severe*- 
gerienced a sportsman so 
toathafldngfr out-of-order us 


watched him play Dennis Tspte’ 
fr y xta of the Irish Benson . 

^Hedges snooker tounuenem 

-held in tfte sales ring at Goffii, 
Co Kfldarerwhere Woodssodc: 
auctions regularity took place, 

.. The event was heavy with 
' foreboding. Theprevious week- 
end, while bo&menwere rep- 
resenting Northern Ireland in 
the World Cup* they tad had a 
bitter row during which Higgins 
-a Protestant- was widfety re- 
ported to have threatened to 
have his GEaboSccoOe^uesbot. 

By 1990,’Higgins’ high-point 
- the tearful world title win of 
1982 - was a diminishing mem- 


. o^TteHmricaae was blowing 
hsetf out before everyone's eyes. 

Hjggmssbowed touches of 
t h e<^d , gj rt ri Ora <T r t g infy in the 
early stages, punctuating his 
usivy breaks with tippy-toe 


«r a slug of beer. A score of 54 
was marked by a disco wiggle, 
with cue held high overhead. 

• Bui as ptey progressed, Hig- 
gfrre deteriorated. While Tkyfor 
strode off between frames to 

m mpnwc h jy oppo nent 


to spectators and downing what 
looked like his favourite tipple 
of vodka and orange. 

Towarcte the end of the 
match I had lefi my seat and was 
talking to ah official backstage 
in the yard where horceswere 
held before entering the auction 


Burns sets tone 
as a Corinthian 
with attitude 


GILL BURNS transports her- 
self around the country in a car 
precisely 180,000 miles old and 
has not taken a holiday in al- 
most seven years. If she spends 
little or none of her precious 
time worrying about money, it 
is because she has no money to 
worry about. "Disposable in- 
come? That's a laugh," she 
says. “You make sacrifices to 
play this game and the first sac- 
rifice is whatever you might have 
in your pocket." 

Her game is rugby and, with- 
out putting too fine a point on 
it, she is an extraordinarily ac- 
complished performer; a fact 
she intends to emphasise over 
the two weeks of the third 
Women's World Cup, which 
began in Amsterdam yesterday. 
England are reigning champi- 
ons and Burns, a No 8 from the 
Waterloo dub, is captain of 
her country and the proud own- 
er of 40 international caps, one 
more than Janis Ross, a flanker 
with Saracens and her oldest in- 
ternational ally. 

She is also the only player to 
have scored in both previous 
World Cup finals and when 
you consider her physical re- 
silience, her longevity at in- 
ternational level and a 
catalogue of complementary 
sporting achievements - Burns 
represented British Universities 
at hockey, basketball, swim- 
ming and athletics - she 
emerges as an explosive mix of 
Sean Fitzpatrick and C B Fry. 
A Corinthian with attitude. 

Indeed, the most striking 


The England women's rugby union team 
begin their World Cup defence today. 
Chris H ewett met their dedicated captain 


aspect of the 26-strong England 
squad who begin their campaign 
against Sweden today is the be- 
wildering breadth of their sport- 
ing excellence. Paula George, 
for example, is a world cham- 
pionship netball player as well 
os an attacking full-back; Bp 
Spivey, the Qifton wing, is a na- 
tionally ranked pentathlete. 
tetrathlete and indoor rower; 
Teresa O’Reilly, a prop forward 
with Saracens, was a junior dis- 
cus and javelin champion before 
moving into martial arts, where 
she won British and European 
titles in karate. Think twice 
before you take liberties with 
her. Os du Randt. 

Thanks largely to a £146,000 
grant from the Sports Lottery 
Fund, this England party will be 
more thoroughly prepared for 
the rigours of international 
competition than any of their 
predecessors. “WeVe just spent 
the most fabulous week at Lflle- 
shall, which gave us quality 
time together." said Burns. 
"Back in the early days, we’d 
have to get someone to pick our 
shirts up from some motorway 
service station an hour before 
kick-off. I could never have 
imagined a situation in which an 
Engl a n d squad could spend 24 
hours a day thinking purely 
about rugby. That's bow far 
we’ve come. 


“That’s not to say we’re 
pampered professionals, of 
course. All the girls in this 
squad have spent a fortune and 
shown enormous dedication 
getting to the top level - Susie 
Appleby, Janice Byford and 
Helen Clayton all took career 
breaks to get themselves ready 
for this tournament - and in my 
opinion, there is still a Lack of 
respect from people who pre- 
sume to judge us without tak- 
ing the trouble to watch us play. 

"But the game in England is 
growing stronger almost by the 
(fay; indeed, it is officially recog- 
nised as the fastest-growing 
women’s sport in Lbe country. 
There are 10,000 girls playing 
serious competitive rugby, we 
have a stable of incredibly sup- 
portive sponsors and a nation- 
al development team funded by 
the Sports CoundL All we need 
to do now is go to Holland and 
sock it to ’em." 

Socking it to a predictably 
tough and resourceful New 
Zealand side, who are seeded 
to meet the holders at the semi- 
final stage, will be easier said 
1 than done. "We played them 
over therelast year and had our 
backsides kicked,” admitted 
Burns, none too sweetly. "We 
were naive, we defended poor- 
ly and we paid through the 
teeth. But we're a different 



ring. Sensibly, the done floor 
was provided with gutters and 
drains to deal with the products 
of any nervousness among the 
assembled creatures. 

As I spoke, I noticed a thin, 
waist-coatedfigurc coming out 
of the arena. Standing above 
rate of the drains, he unzipped 
his trousers and relieved his 
Madder before returning -with 
a faint smile- to the spectators 
and television cameras no mure 
than 20 yards away. “Higgins's 
watering hole." said the official. 

Earlier in the evening, Hig- 
gins had attempted to quell the 
noise of his more- vocal sup- 
porters. "Ladies and gentle- 
- men," he said. “This is the Irish 
Benson & Hedges. Can wc 
have a little bit o£ decorum?" 

He meant it, too. 


WRU 
loyalty 
threat 
to clubs 

By Chris Hewett 


Leaps and bounds: Gill Bums (centre) believes England have improved since the but World Cup Photograph: Emprcs 


side now, both in terms of per- 
sonnel and attitude, and even 
though the New Zealand girls 
have been writing us off in 
public. I'm confident in our abil- 
ity to handle whatever they 
throw at us. 

"We've taken big strides off 
the field and those have been 


accompanied by improvements 
on it. We've always trained and 
trained damned hard, but we 
weren't necessarily doing the 
right training. Now we have bal- 
anced player-specific pro- 
grammes, expertly compiled 
and rigidly adhered to. We’re se- 
rious about this.” 


According to Byford, a 
front-row partner of O’Reilly’s 
at Saracens, many leading male 
players discovered tbe serious- 
ness of it all some time ago, es- 
pecially their counterparts at 
Saracens: “We get a tremendous 
amount of moral and practical 
support from guys like Tony 


Diprose and Richard HH1," she 
said "And when Francois Pien- 
aar first took over as Sanies 
coach, he encouraged us by say- 
ing: “This club needs silver- 
ware and you're the people to 
win us some.’ If he recognises 
the work we're- putting ire we 
must be doing something right.” 


Title-chasing Saracens extend high-risk strategy 


By Chris Hewett 

SARACENS have lived so dose 
to the edge over the last fort- 
night that one more piece of cal- 
culated brinkmanship should 
□at moke much difference ei- 
ther way. The Premiership lead- 
ers will take on a rejuvenated 
London Irish outfit at Watford 
tomorrow without four of their 
acknowledged "big six" - only 
Tony Diprose and Philippe Sel- 
la remain of the most cultured 


A parade 


sextet in the English game - and 
by way of raising the stakes high- 
er, they have also dedded to rest 
Ryan Constable, Steve Raven- 
scroft and Ben Sturnham. 

A risky business, certainly, 
but Saracens mined a rich seam 
of secondary talent during their 
epic victory over Harlequins on 
Wednesday night and the force 
is now with them to such a de- 
gree that it will come as no sur- 
prise if the likes of Matt Singer, 
Kevin Sorrell, Adrian Olver 


and Alex Bennett leave a last- 
ing impression on the Exiles. 

Tbrnarrow’s game has come 
a day early for Michael Lynagh, 
who has not played since drop- 
ping the most memorable goal 
of a great career against New- 
castle just under a fortnight ago. 
The former Wallaby captain 
had a benign growth removed 
from his groin early last week 
and although he had originally 
planned to face the Irish, the 
Saracens selectors were more 


concerned with ensuring his 
participation in next weekend’s 
Tbtley’s Bitter Cup final. "The 
stitches are out, but there is still 
some bruising,” said Mike Scott 
tbe team manager. “It’s sensi- 
ble to take the safe option.” 

Francois Pienaar, the player- 
coadh, is also homing in cm a cup 
final comeback after twanging 
a hamstring during the New- 
castle match. “Francois is still 
in South Africa after attending 
the funeral ofKitch Christie, but 


be came through an eight- 
kilometre run on Thursday with 
no ill effects,” Scott revealed. 

The major worry concerns 
Kyran Bracken. The England 
and Lions scrum-half spends 
more time on the treatment 
table than most players spend 
in bed - be lasted only 40 min- 
utes at The Stoop on Wednes- 
day after missing the trip to 
Leicester four days previously. 

Saracens’ cup final oppo- 
nents are also keeping their 


most potent powder dry for the 
big occasion. Wasps rest eight 
first-choicers for the London 
derby at Richmond; Lawrence 
Dallaglio, Simon Shaw, Mark 
Wee don and the entire front 
row will be missing from the 
pack, while Mike Friday and 
Alex King stand down from the 
half-back positions. Jon Ufton 
makes his first start at full-back 
since August while Adam Black . 
comes in at loose-head prop for 
Dairen Malloy. 


Wisps' tinkerings should not 
affect the poignancy of the pro- 
ceedings, however. Richmond 
are 99 per cent certain to up 
sticks next season, either to 
Reading's new football stadium 
or along the road to the The 
Stoop, so those who brave the 
spartan surroundings of the 
Athletic Ground ths afternoon 
will sample an experience in- 
creasingly common in the ever- 
changing landscape of English 
rugby. The end of an era. 



prise if the likes of Malt Singer, planned to face the Irish, the in South Africa after attending Saracens’ cup final oppo- comes in at loose-head prop for changing landscape of 
Kevin Sorrell, Adrian Olver Saracens selectors were more the funeral of Kilcb Christie, but nents are also keeping their Darren Molloy. rugby. The end of an e 
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that's Jimmy White, a wel- breach able confidence. White, two types of American football: that Saharan tree that was in fit accrued from the day was the Denmark and Norway). 


CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


ONLY one man could induce 
me to watch more than one 
frame of snooker at a time, and 
that’s Jimmy White, a wel- 
come reminder of the sport’s 
louche bedrock and the great- 
est player never to . . . (you 
know the rest). 

So having clocked his 
progress through the first week 
of the World Championship 
(BBC2) - somewhat improba- 
ble progress given that he had 
been drawn against Stephen 
Hendry in the first round - il was 
distressing to see him capitulate 
so limply to Ronnie O'Sullivan. 

“Jim’s been playing the bca 
snooker of anybody up to the 
quarter-finals, and it doesn’t get 
any easier,” O'Sullivan said 
before the match. He was 
wrong. Now you’ll have to par- 
don my ignorance - maybe 
they're both like this all the 
time -but die physical evidence 
told you right from the open- 
ing frame who was going to win. 


O'Sullivan strutted round the 
table with a macho little hip 
swivel, a tiny swagger of un- 
breach able confidence. White, 
meanwhile, looked like a man 
with a hangover (maybe be was 
a man with a hangover). 

I don't know what kind of 
lifestyle be leads, but somebody 
should have a word. He looks 
so unhealthy. His eyes were 
washed out, bis skin blotchy, 
and he seemed to go farther 
downhill with each error. Every 
wasted opportunity opened 
the door to a whirlwind, and af- 
ter a token White fightback, 
O’Sullivan blew him away. 
Poor Jimmy. Still the greatest 
player never to. .. As he so elo- 
quently put it afterwards: “You 
can't play at his speed. Bosh. 
It’s all over." Indeed it was. 

The difference between 
O’Sullivan v White, and be- 
tween your average pub players, 
is that the lattcrwill proceed by 
incompetence: misses, not pots, 


dictate the results, and the less 
crap of two players win gener- 
ally prevafl. likewise, there are 
two types of American football: 
the real thing, as played in the 
NFL proper and the ersatz ver- 
sion peddled by NFL Europe 
(which used to be known as the 
World League of American 
Football). 

One of the dubious plea- 
sures of a brief sojourn in the 
Highlands this week was 
watching “Tbuchdown Scot- 
land" (Grampian, Scottish), 
which featured a meeting be- 
tween the England Monarcta 
and Scottish Claymores in what 
appeared to be somebody's 
back garden in Birmingham. ■ 

The half hour was a vi- 
brant parade of ineptitude, all 
thrrd-and-tcns, sad sacks and. 
frantic fumbles. Thanks to the 
Monarchs* defense containing 
more boles than Blackburn, 
Lancashire, the Claymores did 
at least score their first touch- 


down of the season, the TD 
pass going to a receiver marked 
so badly he must have fait like 
that Saharan tree that was in 
the Guinness Book of Records 
for its remoteness and still . 
managed to get hit by a truck. . 

Passes went straight to the 
opposition, who promptly 
dropped them; running bads 
weren’t so much tackled as ush- 
ered politely into touch like 
Wimbledon champions being 
led gently by the arm around 
Centre Court with their trophy; . 
defenders would get their fin- 
gers to tentative field goal at- 
tempts without quite managing 
to impede their progress. Not 
that it mattered too much: 
one attempt skewed to the 
left and ended iipin Telford. 

A few years ago I had the 
misfortune to witness tbe then 
London Monarchs at Wembley 
in a match chiefly memorable 
for the number of punts (they 
didn’t even do that very well) 


and the puppyish attempt at 
emulating the ra 2 zmatazz of 
the NFL. The principal bene- 
fit accrued from the day was the 
exercise involved in doing the 
MesKan wave that engulfed the 
stadium for the rest of tbe 
match after the first couple of 
hapless, risible drives made it 
dear we were watching rubbish.. 

If Ibuchdown Scotland is 
anyfliing to gphy, that was Su- 
per Bowl stuff compared to the 
present farrago. I almost found 
myself doing a one-man Mexi- 
can wave jnst to liven things up 
a bit How much longer will the 
NFLcofltinue to underwrite this 
tawdry collection of rejects and 
no-hopers?. 

I’m only just getting round to 
mentioning jPfawef fewftoff (C4), 
for which apologies to a most- 
ly absorbing and intelligent se- 
ries. This week Simon O'Brien 
andSteve Cram fetched up In 
Denmark ;and Norway with, 
their usual recipe of history, fas- 


cinating facts and coverage of a 
big game (in this instance, the 
World 'Cup warm-up between 
Denmark and Norway). 

. . One in six Premiership play- 
ers are Scandinavian, it prob- 
ably won’t surprise you to read, 
and it was instructive in a com- 
pletely useless kind of way to 
learn that Manchester United 
have forked out more on play- 
ers from that part of the world 
in the past year than Mancu- 
nians spent on bacon. 

Equally instructive, and not 
useless at all, is tbe fact that last 
year, Norway's women's team, 
tbe Wrrid Cup holders, took on 
a male youth sjde in Oslo and 
beat them 7-0. John Jensen, the 
former Arsenal enforcer and 
Steve Cram’s guest at the Den- 
mark v Norway game, was hav- 
ing .none of it, though. “I 
watched women's football 
once. I watched 45 minutes, 
. then fell asleep.” He should try 
watching NFL Europe. 


THIS week's heavy-handed as- 
sault ob England’s Premier- 
ship dubs by Vernon Pugh, the 
chairman of the International 
Rugby Board, was put in iron- 
ic perspective yesterday as the 
fall extent of the internal squab- 
ble in Wales finally bccam« 
dear. Pugh, a former ehairinafi 
of the Welsh Rugby Union, 
was given a timely reminder that 
the state of the game in .his 
homeland remains more anar- 
chic than anything currently 
happening on the other side of 
the Severn Bridge. 

While Rugby Foothill 
Union officials were announc- 
ing the completion of posit K- 
peace talks with the Allied 
Dunbar chibs, details of which 
will be revealed after next Fr- 
days management board mce - 
ing at Twickenham, the WRU 
has threatened to throw seven 
teams out of the. eight-dih 
Welsh Premiership unless thy 
sign lft-ycar foyalty agreemeCs. 

Bizarrely. the. one club ir»t 
under threat of expulsion xe 
Cardiff, who have been at Itg- 
gerheads with the union 
months and arc in the procss* 
of hauling the WRU before »e 
High Court. "I hope we cn 
reach agreement with CardT 
without having to take thi 
step but, whatever, they will e 
eligible to play in next season. 
Premiership until Novcmbc. 
when the court hearing is sche- 
uled,” said Glanmor Griffith, 
the WRU chairman. "We woiil 
also have to nominate them fe 
next season's European Cui 
should they finish in the lop fou 
of the league this time." 

The remaining seven dub 
will attend a general meeting ii 
Port Talbot on 17 May. when 
WRU offidals will insist the) 
sign as a condition of enuy into 
next season's Premiership. “I 
faDy expect them to sign,” said 
Griffiths, who confirmed that a| 
seasonal hand-out of £500.000 
per dub was on the table. ^ 
To make matters worse.: 
Kevin Buwring; the national 
coach, is still not sure of his fa- . 
fare, even though Wales are 
scheduled to depart for a tour ' 
of South Africa later this month. , 
Terry Cobner, the director of : 
rugby, would acknowledge only 1 
that his recommendation to the 
WRU had been delayed. 

QUOTES OF 
THE W EEK 

• I felt for him. There was 

no joy inside in that find^ 
frama I was a bit sick for 
him. Ronnie O’Sullivan, 
suffers for being the man 
to beat Jmmy White at the 
World Snooker Champi- 
onships. v . 

• HeS a terrific defender 
who isquidk and can pass 
the bal. Alex Ferguson ex- 
plains what convinced Mm 
that Manchester United 
should pay a world record 
fee for a defender of £l0m 

for Dutchman Jaap Stam. j 

• The alcohol level was • 
soNghyoucotddnafsur- ; 
vive with that concentra- 
tion. Prince Alexandre do 
Merode, head, of the 
Olympic medical com- 
mission comments -on 
Michelle De Bruinfe- drug 
test samp la 

• ftp- innocent of . these 
. charges. De Bruin opens 

her defenca 









Newmarket prepares 
for its big weekend 


In Newmarket this week the weather has 
. ----- topic of conversation. With all 

the recent rain the going is likely to be soft- 
There were six withdrawals yesterday from 


NEWMARKET is always a bustling place 
during the Flat horse racing season but there teenajnajor 

hasbeen a special afr ■houttoi town tins 

week. Just as the leafy suburb o thTiOOO Guineas and they could be joined 

don come to life m June m . . - Rocer Charlton-trained Thmarisk if 

south-west Lot.don'sfomught-longfeuvel at * ^ go- 

of tennis, so Newmarket awaits .ts big week- £ moment toe sre 

end with eager anticipation. ig runners in the race. 

The home ofracmgplays b^i t^ay anb were withdrawn yesterday 

toutonow to the 2.000 ^ ^ t0m0rT0w . s ,,000 

the vears first major bighhgh Uwino 1 fi runners to contest the 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVID ASHDOWN 


Godolphinand 

are on display 


Like every other 
yard in 
Newmarket, 

Giles Bravery's 
stable has been a 
hive of activity 
this week. One of 
the most 

important jobs ’a 

that of the 
farrier (pictured 
left and second 
from left), who 
ensure that all 
the horses are 

properly shod 


i 





THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 2 MAY 1998 

16 ■ 


16/RACING 








Newmarket 


2.00 Capri 
230 Rad Sea 

3.00 Ganga (nb) 

340 LEND A HAND (nap) 


HYPERION 
4.15 Land Of Dreams 
430 Nomore Mr Nlceguy 
530 Insatiable 


GOING: Good to Soft. 

STALLS: Far ads. DRAW ADVANTAGE Nona 

• Right-hand causa with YnZ straight pnt straight on July course). 

• Cowse is SW of town on A 1304. Bus He from C ai tort dg a and Newmarket stodona 
AQMtSSKMb CUB 05 t«-5fiyeaj-cWs £1250); GramWaito 8 Pakfoeh £» nMSyeaP 
olds £650); Family Enclosure £5 CAfl RAflK: Members El ; rematodw free. 

• LEADMG TRAINERS: H Cacfl 39 winners from 169 rumors ghres a success ratio of 
232%, J Gosden 22-«0 (03%). B HiHs 22-211 (104%), D Loder 20-92 pt7%l 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori 57 wtonera from 35S rides (MS a success ratio Of 
17%. Pat Eddery 45-267 (£9%), M HIBs 27-347 pGL9%) R MB* 26-238 (06%). 

• FAVOURITES: 206 urine to 911 races (337%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Hopping Higgins (435) 


O Af \\ SAGITTA 2300 GUINEAS STAKES (GROUP 1) V7| 
°*7zL 1 (A) 5300,000 3YO 1m Penalty value £171,800 BSI 

a m 

rest- ALMHMWUCB. (Tie) (Gott^MI Saeed bn SUtnS 6 JCmfliom 

nqat Mis. SMB esp 


mw ARKADMN HEW) (USA) (17) (M *toarti»3JUft?tei)L Curate 9 O.-JUteraer 2 IK 

1-1 ^roERftH ^^ CTpP BIto^ W^l , a^^g°»CoctginsS1<< 
Utblim. emapUgmen** mntfgnen cm *B* M» star 
CBITRAL RRlBC (1983 (OKfaUtilSaeed bn Surer 90 


Bhrtt put up an amazing titoptay. in Ihe Nunthorp* considering hit bit snapped aoon eS- 
tenhestBitHewastoundtobedstnKsedutoannacttolasItottraH^dockracaOoas^ 
Ekitl does uauaSy nesd ttoopsrtngrace. The reteOionfloestolhreeyBar-oM lly LAND 
OF DREAMS, reckoned by Mark Johratcn to be champion sprinter matertsL A ftnte* 
fract debut winner to Jurib the daughter of Cattoairi Ganaraux absolutely hacked 141 to 
the Ooup Two Hying Chtdsra te Doncaster to September and her fourth to Hstomahora 
in the Comweaswaa on unsuhabto heavy going Selectluii. LAND OF DREAMS 


4HJ0- 


tTW DAGGERS DBAWN irare'SSw. HCedSO. 
jefa«t*dtqpuA fetors 


LEMM4T10 
Jt Mon 3 US 


4.50 


fi- DUCK ROW (USA) (ISO) (DJ (Bp) [Die of Deatthra] J MrS 0 — 5 Sextos 18 18 


m3 


EVENING CHORUS 
wtwftto 


1S1- HUH (USA) 


G * fai ^ r 13 " 

9 (17) (BRpMMi LtasmN MNtomFcBnlfrto gQMEcktoy IS W 
drifts} (HsmdsnXtateuS J0UK^ C,P 


mManMb qpadMNAatodUMMtpedcep 

iHWIYTOO (!24) (J0 Graham) B McMahon 90 — 

rod iu0 matma an stores 


J1WS9I77 


2.00 


CULFORD STAKES (CLASS C) £8,000 added 3YO 1m 4f 
Penalty Value £5,163 

HCedSO J Loot 4 


3SC- JIUUYTOdp24)(JDGra*ren1BMcMahai90 _ _J Fortnre 1 MO 

ten- KJNQ OF BUGS (223) & ^ JMaytoriM Titoo) A P CTBrt-n frv 9 0 M J IQnana 17 120 


TOUCHEZ 


I BAY (186) [L B Hoktw) H C< 

MB) (CD) (H BHMnwFWSaherfl HCedSO 
EZ DU BOIS ^(RWrtJQd^U Johratcn 90 


■mrt- LBffi A HAtKMlS6) (D) (Mafctoun H MAtoum) M Jriwton S 0. DHoBandll ITS 


-KMonl 


. iMa wMBcfteiKR, fgMMncqptnMlaalr 
Otw UTTLE MXAII (13) (0 V SWbddBSO 


JH Robertas 


THAVELLMG CLOCK (25) [R L a? j.Si ll B HcMBhOn 0 1) 
THESAWny (USA) (17) (q (M3 J U CortntQ BWBS. 


W Ryan 2 

Dritmta 

— OPasSwB 


294 




enwatf green rap. black Mr 


-N Day 14 109 


-M Retorts 8109 


1-4 


BETTING: 11-10 Capri. 7-2 Tbo Swxlfly, 11-3 Sea Wave. 

Bora Winter; 19-1 Thrashing, 33-1 Trawling Clock 
G9T Stogie Empra 90 JReri to-1 (P Ctappl^Hyani) dmn (2) B ran 


10-1 Bitti Bay. fouchazdu Bod, 12-1 


iKdNsy90 w H SwHxm 12 TO? 

mf TO pirijQ^G'^^ncrmi 7 100 

wh^iayritMhoo^dBtiotoonils^ioydiMfw 
ire- nilARISK (IWWJHdidBraftaantfRChBfciiSO 

U| j^ig, o yi 

eri-1 XAAR(1!9 (COHK Abdutah) AFfcflre(Fi)90 0 Prefer 13 130 


.J ReM a m 


9-qnl MAYER RARHY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS Dl £7 £00 added 
~* JV J 2YO 5f Penalty Value £5^54 

CALCUTTA ftteJMCorbetflE Hb 90 ,_JIHa*9 

BtCOUHIER (W)ck Hsl Skri) C Bdbh 9 0 UJKlransTO 

HOH 5TEAKR (D F AQport) UBsISO LDsBorifl 

RED SEA (H H H Rnce fbhd SEfrnan) P Cats 9 0 TQufcnS 

SHEER VIKING |R J ArnA) B Mfe 9 0 DHaSmd4 


3 STAVANGER (29) (BF) (C & A Datere) J 8 h 7V 90- .. 
THW®3? DRAGON (Uicsysi Sud) R Haroi 9 0_ 
VBRANCE (M OUsn) J Ncsedsi 90- 


-.KQartcyT 
..OP Met 


INCA TBW (The TT ftmnhtt G Brawy 8 9„ 
NOHYS PROMISE paen frqy) KhotyBr 


nPSGEWA (Udasl Jackson Bboddodi) D Sanorffi 0 S 
-11 


WRBddumS 

DR McCabe 3 

MsitbiDayoM 


_S Dram 11 


BETIMG: 1l-4Vfljrancs. 92 CNcutta. M Red Sea. StmrVSing. 7-1 Thutar Dragon, 0-1 Sta- 
vanger; ID-1 Plpitimi. 16-1 othara 
W7. Bodygiad 9 0 T Qum 4-7 tar (P Cd^ dram p) 8 ran 


3.00 


TORCH MOTOR POLICIES RATED HANDICAP 
(CLASS B) £15,000 1m 2f Pen Value £9,820 


331- 


GflfflC PALACE (330)(D) (Lord WModi) MSkuta4B7 W H SwWxan 6 W? 

pata Mr. vririe and k8cw chaci cap 

2Q2B- R/TURE PERFB7T (ITS) (D) (ROMRacro) P CO* 484 TONimlSW 

tufii dmwns, stripad mee/es, quarierad cap 

0510- ICTHALi(1B?; <P) (Arrian WMridom)BHIsS9< _R KSa 13 100 


naer Mre,iift*r epBukOesjUnd dchba <»i»d ctp 
3F kjRM (Z7B) (Qns BraSw) A Swat 4 94 M Roberta 3 95 


greeri pM asM and can whet Wsbhr 
-10 dodnd^ 

BETTINQ: 4-5 Xair; 7-2 King Ot Ktage, 10-1 Lend A htand, 12-1 Border Arrow, 1 9-1 Canfral Park, Dig- 
sem Drawn. Haamt. ZO-1 ItaataMk, 33-1 AtawtawaW. GMetander; 30-1 Duck Row; 66-1 otows 
«B7. Enlnpnneur S 0 M J Ktoene IMJII 8oM rfr«n F) W ran 
FORM GUIDE 

□ftuplte the ctutfns of Xaer and King Of Kings. LEND A HAND can scorn for Mott Johr>- 

atont whose Hstar BaBeya won this to 004. Xaar; (nam the Andrfr FUm ysid which won 
with Zafonk: (streofXaar) in ■®93and Parnekampln T9flSLwaaaae0ylMtwarttoptwo- 
yoer-old- rated Bto-cktar. in the VitiauwB u r w lCtasa Hi catlQrvBaatacigity onca-endlftai 

imluckly - in 5ve nats at two. tockidng a sewen-tangth defeat olTarowlak totrtethBO&- 
wtuat owr aavan htoongs of today* track, Xaar tanded the odtta in 0* Cnven over come 
and dstance on his reappearance. Held up; ha he wes caught fiat-footod when Gulend . 

were for home nearing the twoJutang poio but worn hkn down don home u wto by a 
cov neck. Xaar shoiid havu no trouUe it confirming that mv*ig witti Doggers Dream 
and LHa ImBan, who were fifth and lea ot six. Clraja, the fiv^-tongth tTfrd, iet the term 
down whan lest erf ftw to the Sundown Qnsic TrW but «as el at aea on the ground 
King Of Nnga, Bn Xaaz was beaten only ihe once In tare rune as atwo-yeer-old - inched 
out by Lady AJexandar to the Graup TTvae Anglesey Stakes at the Cunegh to July when 
dearly not himseil Afl hia racu wera at the same hack and he went off et oddwon eadi 
Uma TOu can bo euro that Aldan O'Brien w* have the son on Saderfc Wtete ft despite 
the 223-day (ay -oft Hcwavw, using Mowbray as a ya ntat ick. Lend A Hand tag (he beet- 
tog at the Irish rumor. When Ktog CM Kings won the Natfcral Stakes. Mowbray trashed 
fruth, beaten aromd a length and a haffbut Lend A Hand bed that coft seven lengths 
when winning the Gran Cntarlum at the Sen &ro to October on hia ftosL Hart for hbvth 
straght success, havng boon beaten orty on his totroduction. Land A Hand wont from 
strength to strength after warning medtan aueflen maiderts s Epsom and Catteridc end 
a Doncaster nursery and is the type Btefy to show further progress. The selection has a 
®5-day absence against him but gaSoped at SouthweS racecourse last weak end has 
been gong writ at home. SetacUon: LEND A HAND 


LADBROKES HANDICAP (CLASS C) £40,000 f3 
added 6T Penalty Value £25,700 Wm 

Raw 

JJ1 Srakh(7)9 81 


62003 SHARP HAT (37) (D) (1 C &n*4 R Hwinon 4 9 Q 

p^ite, ign M« chetrat Igtt Mre op 
QMQl ■ THE BAY FOX (8) (G Wriaker) B MoMrini 4913- 

tans FUiSn C M JKkMneZS 95 


JTQdpnlStN 


00012- 


iqarat% OB toperfar . oMcgeArafruef 

PSKYSIDN VEW(UB) (CD) (Ms J MecRmcri P 
tMMK wMtoaKfr8ndapnHB.rsdc 


mdcap 

eSh-KItaitayZI V 9 * 


00000- SVUfA RARADtSE (21Q (P) (Ett^r Gimfcad Ufl C ftSiii 5 S ® .W Rywi 2 103 

MEkatoierf^pM^.iMwdiMBMetorieaMM.HMs 


05000 JA10WNPEE (M) (CD) (I Bafdng) I Brittog 7£ 1L. 

Ctowotaebbo, dam dbews 

BOt- GEBIHRML (2B1] (O) (M JQwoaa] LCunsh19B 

M* 

65000 ASTRAC (24) (D) (T L 
04050 PRSSK) 


tap 



(7)797 
R BranchS 90 


Gram* 24 90 


IFORlffEpT) m PF) {CnkbayBaoteidOW .tantaSBBJQMnl MB 
Mn put aas ortnta* dmea; oW Mreow 


00069 


SABOT (24) (G Reed) C Thcmkto 5 9 8 • 

. dotfandMtotcfrscltpMrstaaMaafldc 
B0UJBT0Rf(FR) (39(D}{AjM»*)KQntaat 


.Bern McKean 23 102 


aeSSBaSSSSwAe. 

630-1 AUW.TS ALIGHT (38) (D)(MN*i»Grarii*)KBUft«491 


engew 
30000- TWICE Afl SHARP (IBS) O) 
jeaMtdafrbbe 
TS&6 SfBJBMD SKY (17) (B^ 


i M 7JBrid 16 B W1 
.JFEgw2fi S3 


53304 PRMCEDOME(I<q<Dl 


n&nfeeddMmLjBH; 

p^pton-atoararj: 

kjefewaanniaAMr 

(GWJm4MWtoB4 


P H*til696 CUWhwpjM 08 

iowetp. derit hue star 
JDirtop496 M Eddery 28 701 

UNn4»: jcmtfa 96 


ITtn- ALWAYS ON IlYl 
raiWMiA'r 


oorm ttartemno 

mz)(C0)(MnalsSu9PLMdn49S JFortone13 07 

mrt (i M nfiffrt i iffl if M /niaf juB ROBaa 
tSB- MRH (iwi (D) (BroekrVt a**^Ud) R kvwn * R McQtoe 22 KB 
ASd Mb mi aMi dwnorrt; baked shews 

65200 QirafS PAGEANT^ (Ms FlHa*cc*^JSpee*1B4 90 M Roberta 14 92 

Bl bkA red wodeb, hoepsd op 

L£ Mori 12 9* 


00020- EEADEBt (147) (D) 01 M Ra^ga) CDwyarB90 

M*g n w radppnMiwKfsIlaaM 
AM-35 MDUNBRA»E(30)(BBPRQoPdBMnhan4S0 


-.W R SwMbum 6 90 


ajtfUttjdbwaBft ... 

24093 STATE OF CAimON (24) (D) (J CTfetwrf} D She* 590 R Cochrane 5 V 107 

bfeot and rad btacfrrisnw, ma amfctx, xd cap, black aptto 


00020 JOHttff SWCCATO (8) 0)) flOSRadntf RCESuirtMSO ^IWeararl7 SB 

WtanMUfli 


stipad dnes. ttadr Mh cep 
nQnlPUcBd9EAMto490 X Mon 10 111 


42312- DREAM OF I 

Kfr QIVEMEAR«G(3^CT J St^FiS?CTSrm593 JMenMcKeownll 89 

goW and 6te* rtac*. pi* Afaews end cap 

11 226 CUQDtApS) (0) (Mss B SMo) 0 Bddng 4 9 0 SDrowne IE 94 

BacLneeqiBitamdcqp 

101-1 AUHVCAN WHtSPBI (19) (0) (The CoriedBrSBe) P Hms 4 8 OC Lmtwr (3) 10 92 
yettMt rad dbmoid, detob on stasns, wtow cm rad damn* 

4000-0 ANOTHER TIME flffl (D) (D Sdhad S Woods 6 6 *3 Pat Eddery 12 09 

rtai green and rad named), red ataMk dart owr son** nd cap 
2065-0 GR^tlS) (D) (MeBabartij DQMarti 5B O HPMnch2 99 


4.15 


DUBAI PALACE HOUSE STAKES (GROUP 3) 
(CLASS A) £35,000 5f Penalty Value £20,000 


40-236 NOMORE MR MCEGUY (20) (Me 

■fata njei L*e booea. rad rtewA red tnd eft* quemad cep 
60040 CADEAUXCHERpE) (D) (N N BkMne) B Ms 4 9 0 


lot* M*. ntow raft, taom etaews 
CF) Ma C Hobra 


00030- TUH((17^ (D) ®F) (Ura C flebesen) M JchratonSfl 13. 


MHBSZ7 67 
DHotadil 100 


yofctu mown eras freta, hocpeUdtam, Quvtmodcap 

mo-1 MARBAD(lS)(D)(C*nb8yBbadtaid9JAMust4 81l SSandera25 65 

darir Uuo, pttt cross of team skena and ago 
0040 LEVEiiB) (tq(D)(P)(QPkKher(MCh*non4B11 jBDram.6 6S 


ftdhff 
.K (May 12116 


00305 »OLIUGK(2i)(P)pd(hariJBd«toeko(*k)d4D&MxtaaBmPoted(7)4 87 
h umn . nM* hoeo end dmi n mi bm ui cm 

00502- BROUGHTONS lURMOL^O) (R MartM) cRMrarM 7 0PMifr15» 

tM tkm. hMB Mpb {farmed, (tana « slsews; guarlandap 
4221-0 TDPT0N(3G)(q (|JamShat*n)PHCMdng486 Pad EddwyM V 89 


SCO- CQASTW. BLUFF (2XQ(D) (Me OEBtBTiTO&tom 6 
pupl^pUthaop 

OHOi- YA UALAK (2S4) (D) Vi M G PiomctXlns) D Mrtidh 796 ^^Atal G tbstcc 1 1IS 

mnmaldgmen, iriltacta^ ernaraUpmsfeeyfl&iriitaApoCa 
0435- AVBTT1 (20fl (D) (D J Deer) W IW 7 9 1 JReki6I2? 


34020- SUGAHPOOT (287) (Ms D WiQhtJ N Tvlte 4 B 12 

irfria. obf* t*» - oongn cm, darit M* star 

fflOf-0 GANGA (W) (D) (CiHrta Africa) WJarvK 481) 


cap 


.JRCDctneeTIOG 


tdita bln and iritt datnrriA wfrta Maem «o)ta dto am^ quemi/ epp 
36-22 CRETAN GET (IB) (D) (T Ctart^ N Uttmtxkn 7 9 1 jWamr3B126 


GANGA (M) (D) (praka AMca) WJ 
dab neon and Igtt tmf, 

20000 HAJR (10) (D) 0mktnin A1 Krirtouh) E £ 


-0 


6 07 


royal bbatoftav an ehBwttoagieieevBA nqalbtoe cap. yaftar star 
40050- BQ&tOI (190) nr " - 


I (ISO) (D) (Mrs D Brans J Baiy 6 0 2_ 


7B JJ5 


a„!T. 


JKDartayS 90 


mt&bluB, am Oman. Igttfike o*L wfitaaw 
C301- HWNL (VIII) (Pan*. Lady ffcfebnal Stafford) MTonpidn 4 66.0 Bta* 14 100 

pMtjMaauaj** dtawk mhtocap, pwpbtfr 

22221- 70MGHT9 PRIZE (106) (3ijnyaSek6C1M4B7 86mdera9 80 

erf and aMt dtahob redtia&es. wtm amigo, oaosmt op 

32ffi0- BPterro UBRO (USA) (329) (Q P) (J R Baratorth] M Vltere 5 S 7 J Fortune 4 9S 

aMfrfae; awnBcfefrato on abflies and star on cap 
30300 ZUGUtH (8) (9*k Ahmad Yeuai Al Sab3h) K Mahd -1 B7 LDottortl 109 


L DsilarfS 124 


■data, dark uue en-on body uhSa ataew* d** Marin 

321-6 (MSHINGBLUE(1Q (OR (Ms D Akn) I Sstidng 5 0 2 

S&t bluib »*w afreet rimes, maroon cap. I&hr blue star 
62056- EASYCAI1(22E) (D) (Eas^M Ffertoarshp) S Meehan 4 8 C — .WRBwkdun6116 


6 0066 HEVER 


S 


OatSRi. 

Ibnlgfrrt 


dark Mua end fighr Okie (quartered), chwrcra on eteews. ririped cap 
-lidedeiad- 

MHvnurradTb True imScap M92taK firtrftffc Pni» S«f Sb.^Molin Sat 56, 

BETTING: IMAmerkraWNapn 1»Gaim 6-1 RutaraPartacL Grain Of Nartn^r 
Prize, 10-1 Greek Petaca. HBwli, Grief, Hifc 12-1 others 
«97. The Dfettarn 4 S 0 S Sandora 7-1 (J Tbfer) drum (51 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

GREEK PALACE, urraced at two and a R(pan mekton wfryier a year aga met with a sat- 
back and has not been out ctoca A haB-brothar to HeAarac end the prantatog Greek Danes 
Iha Royal Academy con feMnbered with 9at7ti tor hto handcap debut buthaml^it prove 
equal to the task. Dream Of Nurmi, haring he flret race for Alec Siowart was a usefri 
performer lest season. He won at >brk to July and ran third to Maytane to the Tain GcM 
Trophy - promoted a place - on his (toe! run. America n Whisper, eucceasM to three of 
hia last tour races, to 1837, took the Rosebery States to Kempion or his ratun. MBhaB. 
who gatoad consecutive victories a Doncaster and Leicester bat season, ftjhn Prospect 
(successfri at Rxitsfract raid Doncaster end eodh of 24 to the Noverrfoer Handcap) and 
Fontall (fou wins last year) can also Ague. Safocdan: GREEK RALACE 


1 Uue wxf mareon damondx whto ataevtt and op 
' ROSE (12) (D) ^inor RactoS T J NauShlcn 76 12 Jta Eddary 10 126 
ttaA rad obtib; Itooparfabows; aytod cap 
011241 HYBE&TWLEMTMEflB) (C) (D) (The VUantnes] V Sosie 8 6 12R Codnaa 13 122 
n^WbbkielbwqDuMi t/mMamaleem yatareqj 

01031 TEDBUfMOIIfrifl (q (D) (P DariO) E Alston 6 8 12 KRrion11126 

tftt ibe rotofMatomsandcap 


amaraU gnm and jtobw dtamnd^ ananUpnaan and wUa habxtsleeiaa 
-anaoctarad- 

BETTWfk 6-1 Shekaring Sky; 10-1 The Gay ftn; Ptabir DVtoxw, State Of CauOon, 12-1 Panyaton 
Vkm, Akoys Alght, Mamd, 14-1 othara 
BH7: Ranyston Wan 6 8 11 M J Kinm 1M (P Caha) item (5) 29 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

STATE OF CAUTION cams home deer of those on the unfavoured stands skJe when 
Md of 18 to Mafia at ftporv beaten lass than two lengths, naming an wel after befog 
-ewIKIiad lor ■ otaarnn He has yet to win on hrf butcan rectify matters here. Derek 
Shawb rumor toniSd certafofy confirm latest rutotag with Nooora Nta Ntoegny, The Gay 
Fox, (later won from the boot of the draw at Sundown) Aatrec and Sabot, who Crashed 
sbrth, seventh, eighth end 12th, PerrynEon View won fna first time up last yar butte fib 
higher thta tma GeimhrfuB scored at Goodwood and on ifw July Course hse knt year 
and coUd prove traublasome despria befog absent for 281 days. Always AMght mas- 
tarad stro^-flnahng Indian Brava a neck at Donc as ter five weeks back, with BoM Ef- 
lort a length and a had any IhktL g ain ed on: SlArE OF CAUTION 


e on] NGK SPARK PLUGS STAKES (CLASS B) £12,250 added 
1m at Penalty Value E&864 


20214- LAND OF DREAMS (203} (D BF) (MMxm Al Mrimir0M JdiektoS80D HtAandfl 114 
met Mm nMb otamn feta Mre an Mite star 
2154-1 TORRES BOT (181 (CD) (MnMBeddslB McMahon 3 83 M RobartsS 110 


narre fBJbw oou trafik, Bgta bkm afaam, Wife cap 
I WGGflfS (16) P (F Kely S Pratraro} R Hamai 380 J Qukn 4 B 117 


13 42564 HOPPING I 

rojnl ttw and yaKsrsfrfosa, jakMrateavwpurpia aoduftas hooped cap 
-13<tactarad- 

BETTUkkS-l DaaMog Bua. Land Of Pr—M, Tbikiw Boy, 134; T Mhur ro n 7-1 Awat), Hopptafl 
Mggkn, B-l Cretan GW. 10-1 othara 
SW; Deep Ftowss 3 8 6 M Roberts M-1 (M Jana) Own (2) 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Awwtf is not thought to ba grate so fonmd as when going in fkat time t<> teat term at 
Bath. He otao won Goodwoodb King Goorge Stakes and ran wel n most of tn. otter 
races. The saven-ynar-old finished third to daad-heetare Coastal Bluff and Ya Matak in 
the Nunthorpa was skntorfy placed to Etoedm to the Dtadera fourth to Royto Applause 
in the Haydock Ftark Sprtot CMp and flftli to Cantona Lake in the fttx de Mbboya. Coastal 


UH4 SANnjLAHh(U9N){17)(CD) (SMMiUriiSDvned)jGcsden533 L Dettori B 

4S33- HAHRyVTOU0N{255)(0kl Road SeorttePfcJHCMl 491 KRAm6 


WO- SUBTLE BCUIENCE (206) ranrMn)NCatari»i 40 0 R Cochran* 1 

M- 6UAR0S (290) (0) (L Ltartupoubd H Owri 4 8 1) W Ryan 8 

«2!-3 ALEZAL (T7) (D) (H Spooner) WJarvfe437 ta Erfdwy 4 


32/01- MSATIAHLEOf1)(SrMynDeRolhacMd)MSInfle587 UJHnml 

1J MOOHMVBt^3a)(BA»lnaailJOuifop4BT KOaitay* 

30304- HJSALSAL(l97)(MakkMnAIMtotoin9 Btt487. MWsll 

06002 PRES8ITARMB(USA)(10) (D)(>f>HPmceFBhdStor^PCcto5S7--TOtom10 

MZO- SHStQANBG(l75) (D) (R J Aro4 fl Annakong 6 8 7 D«tottW3 

SUSIA (G Ppo) R Mipsoi 4 B 7 MQMwII 

THBfTItAVFUr (JPayrBjCSnfrti4 62 JFEgai2 


-tZGedwed- 

BETTING: 7-4 Atari, 4-1 InselWlla. 6-1 taneroa, 8-1 Preannt Arm*. 7-1 Sarim, 6-1 Mumtari, 

12-1 Hwrv Wotao. 14-1 cthara 

W. Gamm 4 S 1) M Ws 7-4 for (Q item (3) 6 ran 


Haydock 


I.IOGysart 
1.40 Rainbow Frontier 
2.10 Right Wing 
2.45 Double Action 


HYPERION 

3.15 Star Crystal 
3^0 Campaspe 
4J20 Day Courage 


GOING: Hurttas - Good; Flat - Good to Soft (Soft on top bend) 

STALLS: 71- inside; 5t 8f & im Zf - outside; tn at - centra. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High for 5Mo Bf; Low from 7t30yd to vn40yd 

• Left-hand, almost flat oval coma 

• Come is near Junction of A980 and M& Newton station 2m ADMISSION: County 
Stand ET7; Uttersals £10; Newton Stand C5 (QAPs half-price to Drtteraala and Newton 
Standi CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING NH TRAINERS: M Pipe — 31 wimeralrom 141 nmarngvosaouccessra- 
tio of 22%; NIMston-Davles 20 (10m 7S (2&7%);DNichotaon H from 65(215%); JFttzGer- 
aW n from 40 (204%) 

• LEADING NH JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 22 who from 76 rides ghns a success ratio 
of 2&S%; C UawaRyn 15 from 56 (288%); L Wyer T1 from 66 (I6J%); G Bradtey 6 from 
31 (184%). 

• FAVOURTTES; 144 wtoa in 352 races (409%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME; Nona 


-RJoftnaon 


5F2«F LOPQMfFfl) (3l)(D)phakhAJitwlAIUaWouri) DNchobcri5 
jEfoni black aperies 

mm RUBHAMMSH(11)(D) (LoraStarifofoasifo)Mfl Bostay7l03 LI 

aWBR frtwk ftw wri riBBMS 

IHt KADOU MONANTAJ3 f15) (1^ (0 a G Mhch) 0 Stwraood 5 tl 0 J A McCarthy 

Mbk riwinpachBCforitaeras 

12623 HIGH Bl THE CLOUDS [70) (0) (BF) (1*5 D Grated T Faster 6 DO SWynre 

eatoOUa scsrM itamond, riackffKf acarietquattmtcqi 
-R11F2 RAINBOW FROffTIER (30) (0) (BF) 1C D Smith) M Pipe 4DQ CFSwae 

emaakf^rai. yeflov spab. haired stones, pupla ow 

5F23F CHARMING GIRL (USA) (42)(D)(C Coon) 0 Sherwood 7 OO BPoml 

bfaeft and pm* KTrarared). brigs timas.pt* tap 

HV31 MORE DASH THANCASH (47) (DKFjSfosbayJMsM Jonas BtJO. .A Dobbin 

yBtaMemaatfpsmdanmiBQWBMgrBOTitaiondtonieftMP riteaatocqp 
341-34 SUMMB)SPBX(120) P) (W S Ms E Rotkis) N HendBrson 5 D 0 — JRKaraagh 


FORM GLADE 

RIGHT WING has done realy «wi' hi big handicaps for John Dunlop thta sieesori Msh- 
tog tfWtl to Hurrtara Of Brara to the Lkicoto and than tarti of 15 to Yhbint B Sritan to the 
Newtuy Sprtog Cup whan carrying 9st lit on heavy ryuund Right Whg can dearly 
win off his present mark and ihe drop to seven furlongs ought not to be a problem. Tura- 
bte w oed RIdfla beat GtriShaaCUhree-rytorters of a length at Newm ar ket on his ntosn 
with Jorrocto hxnh, Highborn seventh and Jo Mel 15th of 16. Jorrocks and Highborn 
should both make a race of it wrih hkn now on 5lb and 8b batter terms, whie Jo Mel. 
who made the umg on that re^ipaaranca, can tastlongBr with the run behind him 
Sleeplese atao made a wtomng return at Leicester withe five-length success from 19 rl- 
vela but is Tib hlrfw. GMal>. a former atabtomate to Wing, may need IWb run and 

ta better war furthet Sotectkxn RK3HT WING 


C1W3 


2.45 






GROWTH ER LONG-DISTANCE HURDLE 
£12,500 2m 71 110yds Pen Value £8,694 


BBC! 


1(B) 


P6P43 LARGE ACTION (14) (BSteMrtEtoMilOSheranQdfltl 8 J A McCarthy 

myal Okie, pM rf-finB. pin* cap 

■22022 CADOUGOLD (HI) (19) (B^ (D A Jotiacn) If Rpe 7 fl 0 A P McCoy 


fllFPF 

fitadtanditjai .. . _ 

12002 GVSART{M)(D)|MsROcbbdkqMRpa9tlO 


DANCB1 (20) (C) (B E Casa) M Ppe 9 11 0. — - — CFBww 

i blue foumsd), begs stoews and op 


MAC(15) (D)(RAndmcnGreert JRtzGHold7 7)0 F Lastly (3) 

oneatf {pmn yekwrari) and ate- on cop 

m BaBhrt 

14 72-083 E8£SS NE SSTSf (44) (D) (ftay Rvlners} R Rowe 9 S D R Dunwoody 

eowttof oraenreddreoft atreed sfaeKG aid cso 

fi 05QZ53 DSSUIKXJNTAHipi)([)) ^^McrtPihp) NCafocyanSDO _ .DGtoagberB 
c&rfcfrba anriotege 0WML oanga ateeues. dart ttaearmte dart blue wd orange sttpad cap 

« 443100 NOHDIC BREEZE (3(9 (D) (M B Jones) MRpe 6 DO JHm(7)V 

Oak ctohi and yefow (hak«9. Stones tereteA daft green and yefirav qua BWdtap 
-ISdactarad- 

Mnmtn) wegtt >QX 7/ua handicap migt&Mghln The Ooucfe9^ 13b. Rartxnr hander 9st 118 i, 
CharnmgGiri 93 fflfc More Dash nmoePSa ijfo. Sumner Spalfttf ’Ob, Justin Mac 9a nb. to- 
ctotenu Sri 76; Sbss Mb Ssttr SSf 71ft Desert Uamtam 9a 6b, Nome Bteeze Bar 730. 

BEITOG: 6-1 Rubtatatobh. IM Britatra;T-l KwawLBIaas ins State; 6-1 Potmre*. Kadou Noree- 
tris, 10-1 Ratabaw Radtar, 12-1 othara 
057: Dreams End 9 11 n LAspel (3) »-i (p Bowed) O ran 
FORM GUIDE 

KERAWI has not ran a bad race since warning Kerrptonfe Christmas Hradfo dosing home 
Sharped in the Tbte Gold Trophy, (mstwig fitth to Istabraq to the Champion Hutfta. that) 


GROWTH ER HOMES STAKES (CLASS C) £7,750 added 
6f Penalty Value £4,733 

B»6 BRAVEB>GE(ai)(O}(HmtaltePWtoactop|RHmon7B0 PDobbepja 

0422 CARRAMTA (14) (DJ ft Otefo 6 Ma R Danas) B Rafing 8 B 3 TSprritaS 


0244 DOUBLE MffTW (14) V>)(CH9imnS)TEBGtafo 482 QDri8aH3 

MSP __ 


13A0- HURRICANE STATE (329) (D) (R Sanqsto) P QopptaHyem 4 8 G. R Hughes 1 

50004 sajtUR9TPAR)CR7EHtia) (D)(BF){C&ADauas) JBeny78 C_-.JHabbuB4 

30040 SUPERWR PREBBUM (38} (C) (J C Paraons) R Fahey 4 B 8 __.MFanlon6 

-edMterad- 

BET7TNG6 3-1 Safotfratperir Hy« 7-2 DoufrteAcHao, Buparior Praniuo, 4-1 Carranka, 6-1 Bran 
Edg^B-l HurricMM SUl 

V97; TontH3B3KCbrtoy6-l (B Meriian) dawn (Bl B ran 


3.15 


_R Dunwoody B 


to FYidwe* tn the An&ee HurtSe and, test tone a dose second to Blowing Wind to Ayrta 

aoritolmose 


«M* bba ernafotf graan armtots and tap 

5 SMtQ MGB.S LAD (4) (□) (N C Dtmkignr) P Hasten 6 II 0 Affwmtan 

ota* frtio anriyribw dtomwfri jribrstosns 

6 13763- SUN SIRnR (FR) (S00) (5 Sanstury) T Poster D 11 0 SWyma 

bowl fow (Men atoms, saSped cap 

7 2l(4e TENin£m.(9)(BF)(MsSSnW4M5SSntti7l10 GBradtoy 

ow* Mia. tags pr* apod pm* cap 

a 3Utm 1H6 PROMS (17) (CD) (Lfes J MoJd) N ItotnOan 7 11 0 CLknratyrr 

emeradffomwhte sa®. Hiwritf^nan cap wh* star 

9 4-S264 SISTER ROSE (7) (R Tayfcr.G BrawrJ tetraorthy) SGoirgs 7 «9 DGatagbar 

toflil blue. wTHa sasb. red siaavea and cap 
-Sdadtarad- 

BETT1NG: 64 The Proina, 114 Gyaart, 5-1 CadougoM, ike Lam Action, IM ffiprf'a Lad, 20-1 
Sun Sorim Tko IM* HHL 2S-1 othara 
EW PrtdwM 7 n 0 A P McCoy 5-* for (M Pipe) 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

GYSAHT may need plenty of ridtog, but he e holdtog nts team mrt and s oartarty game 
After wtontog writ at Ascot in February, he was no match for Buchhousa Boy at Kemp- 
ton but reverted piaengs with that rival at Chetenhain when seventh w Pmcefri n the 
Stayers' Hude Hard at Cheltenham was Ocean Hawk and Gyaarl aba gal Ihe better 
of ram (on 7to better terms) at Ascot test time when rumer-up to Manria He seems sue 
to run well agon ana has most to (ear from The Prams. Ktgunwatan-Dawetf nwnw has 
mprwed once being put back over hureflas wmmng handfoaps at Newtuy. Sandoan 


Scottish ChatTfokxi Hurde. He tns dknbed up the handcap as resrit of mose good et- 
toris, but he is only a pound Hgner than atemst Bknwng WnL Potentate ramos top 
weight after hb good win from stabtamata Ctedougold to Chepstow^ VUtesh Champion 
Hurdte Seiran of his right wins hare been at that coma, however. Senator, anpresshra 
when renrartg Ks two starts as a Juverde huRSar. would na hare been lar bahmd Ker- 
awi In the Champion Hurdte had he not faUen at the last and went on to a ctear-cut won 
ui testing ground at Aariree. but he is T1 b l^0ier. Rtdriwhunteti was not beaten for be- 
hnd Bkwrmg Wind to the Imperial Qup and haa wan m Ascot raid Chepstow shoe. txA 
he a much higher to Ihe handcap now Kadou NonanUds gets to with exactly Ktet after 
Ihe 7fo rise orerright and ran IPs best race test time when besting Premier Cm raid Justin 
Mac (58] worse erff) at Ayr. but this S a much tagger test C ria rt k m: KERAMfl 


CROWTHER HOMES MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) E54W0 
added 3YO Allies Im 2f 120yds Penalty Value £3,485 

0 AIXAWEELAH (17) (SfMNi Ahmed Al ItaBun) L Crinonf 8 TT OIMfoalO 

00- BXB1BECK (179) (J H Dawyxxl) J Jrilaraon 8 T1 J Fanning 4 


44 GO POSITIVE (IsHTMUiayfMnGRKS Bit.. P P Uraphy (3) 2 

265 HOLLOW HAZE (USA) M(RSmgaH)PCa^teHywi 011 _HHugtel6 

43- LAT1ZlANA(198)ptentorn House PBrtnWte) W Jwvfa 0 11 JiTUfouttS 

0- P0®OTflff7] (Sh«*Ji McTomned] JGosdmfl n TSprakal 

0 PIPU (14) (ANBroukeFtaTtei) Ms Qfteesa n Angata Harttay (7) 3 

32« WRSURVEHTURE(19)(BF) (DrFS&ChaotSVfoodGBIt _..GDuffieM9 

2- STAR CRYSTAL (ItB) |M RobXfi H Cad 3 T1 AMcfflonoll 

0- TB«VNA(10fi Ms PRqbaaonlRJoiTison Houghton 8H — .^WNtwodha 

0 WINDS AWARD® (4) (Owe Ifeate SpvtaB) U Chanrion fl TI JtMadray7 

-11 dedsrad- 

BETTTNG: 134 Star CryriaL M Pursuit Vantura, 11-2 la Tbtau. 10-1 Afiaweeteh, Peridot, 13-1 

Wrikre Hue. 14-1 Tereyiw.25-1 efoere 

097; Shot* 0 n 0 Uftana 7-4 lav (L Cumar^ dan (D 6 ran 




BBC 


and Arrtree before beritog Gyaart s atabtenete Alegafon s « tengths m a Ghan a foam 
contWons evert. The Atotrea win (ram 


(ram silisaquanl scorer Spendd was a i 
effort and he we give Gyswrt plenty to do if confinUng on the upgrade. Tony I 
gal on wal with Gysart tn the past but rides stabtemete Cadoogold now. 1 
won ths season but has bw second from four c« hb five starts gotog dose agarrat 
Khayrawan at Atotree and Potentate (stabtemete) to Chepstow on hb test two nra. 
Cadougold does not always find much once under pressrad and it remains to be seen 
how ha handtes the sap up to trip. Large Action, attheugh stfl a capable porfomer, to 
on ihe downorade now Detection: GYSAHT 


CROWTHER SPRING TROPHY RATH) HANDI- 
CAP (A) £18,000 71 30ydS Pen Value £10332 

flattg 

46344- RAMOOZ (USA) (182) (D) ptad SeteP) B Hituy 5 9 B — RHtqhM9l73 

ritaararf fpgp. striped atom ouar&arf cap 

0043-1 TlMBLEWgD RIDG E (TT) (p ) [Tirttkimea Pay) B Maeta n 5 9 B it ’ftfafeuB 4 ? 16 
rntnxvi, my Mto (AreuncL rismcnfrl (V> riaoras. risncnl on cup 
*|TEsetarby5B6 GOu«Wd«W7 


osn-o jOMaunjTOtCHf 


BOSH- BEAUCHAMP XMG (25Q (C) (D) (ERnser]GABUIlBr595 CRUter3 UO 

SiAIU*ttm)MTi^mg495 TSprak* J 106 

Ihta apwMtaJttoid tftfrto ttpad tap 
aggaM W Kiggu 6 9 1 OUttfoeSOf 


10- GHALIB (1B3) (BF) 
ro&tbkx 

ZZfr YEAST (231) (EQ (B 


CROWTHER HOMES HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
added Im 6f Penally Value £3^71 

50(03 ARCTIC FANCY (223) (CO) (Cal CuSDmBislJ SnwtvOsbouro 5 na...RPMam2 
3®4- CAMPASPE (1«B (t) U F4zG«akl) j RbGerrirJ 6 »0 -.SarMdkMe Hrivoraui (6) S 

■BBM SMART BOY (Ifl (Sulan Ahmad ShBh) P Cato 4 96 DevU OTtaS p) 3 

00306 TURGENEV (11) (CO) (M-s B TrsmH) R Basfiman 995 K Bradmans) 4 

*43-54 T M1FAH BO Y (4) [Stpipne Tfoni) G Baring 5 B 12 TSprakal 

20303- SWteTTOY (Z#1)(A Wilel K Hogg 4 a IT DSeMneyPlB 

-Bdectarad- 

BEmNG: 2-1 Smart Boy, 64 Tkufrm Boy; 9-2 Cemprape. 8-1 SurtRwey, Ttsgamnr, 10-1 Arctic Fan- 
R 

1997. Turgenm 8 B 12 U Bkrii 5-1 (H Bastnan) dram (7) 11 ran 


4.20 


3YF34 HJfflIT WWG (M) (8F) (I 


>48n 


BBC I 


pi -Xn l CROWTHER SW1NTON HANDICAP HURDLE 
I *- W l (GRADE 3) (A) £35^00 2m Pen Value £22274 

1 -30311 POTBITATE (USA) (19) (D) (J Wa«3»i) U Rpe 7 Tl D A P McCoy 

info* todnwnBdatanak andamfes 

2 6(2532 MSAW fl4) (D) (M AKhaftte JSriHcms0 NT«gorvDw«5T1 7 — CUre U yn 

iramihftiaaiaoocrwvioa ftriwd ri—ww. fora frtoe and m uon q re fawtf can 

3 D604U1 BS1ATOR (Z8) (D HP^ rawMo^G GBraMay 


r7!T3 

0300-1 SLS7LESS(3IB(D)MsAScctney] NGmm48lO AMeGkne2 10B 

ObcK ysfow Spaa, priw names, Hack aentets and spots at yetor cap 
TDM HIGHBORN (T7J po Raong Ojbi P Fe^pto 9 8 tt O Swratwy 10 70S 

EV4 JORROCKS (USA) (T7)(D)(PMel9n]l&aMng4Sa - J3WMWHth11 f« 

fl*n.B0UO5ffi«fJB3weriew> 

TZiH TWEKEBPBI(USA)(2q<pHCUWril)MBd3B3 U Fenton 5 IU 


Unman we^LBUBto p/a 7H IM) (ruafandicapewgra. Jcrocta iW ill. 


CROWTHER HOMES EBF MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS Dl 
£5,000 added 2YO 5f Penalty Value £3,518 

CARTMB. RUIK (P G A4oy & R R WKOun} -J Berry 9 0 SMatan»3 

4 A Mackey I 


®JSM) (LuaanaGuciiPQbfpteHjranBO RHugtaraS 

3 KHARTOUM (m) (&«Hi Mohanrad) J Goader 9 0 AMcGtane7 

LANDKAN LANE (Lent LoiertuVno) R Johnetn Houghton 9 0 SWhtaorffiB 

MAYBE SPECIAL (LBtoriflrtPHnriBnt 90- - - .M1Mta4tB 

TOClMCrerpJtejfphyjT&aMrBO GDofitoWB 

CAffiauacnmraa,U4ABgteyB9 RPwtwn2 

GREY MATTER (RSG Janes) TCeriMf 89 TSpratall 

8 ISLEOFSOOORftaXAridynSkriLUKHaggBB J3Swwn<iy(3]4 

; U»cn)P Evans 69. 


BETnNOfc « ragWWlng. 13-2 Tioialieepw; 7-1 Tiia SUv ra id Rtog». Staep l tw , Joneda, 8-1 Jo 
Mat, Bra u ch a rap IGng- ufralto. Hfobbum, 16 


,161 other* 

097 Cnugovv38SN lbrtoy64tav(JFansnaw| drtnn |G) Srsi 


BETTIf® 61 Day 
•net, 261 Laraflcen Lane, 

S97 Hgh C>a 4*n 6 9 J Red 61 (M 



>- — OUrtikia 10 


i(7) 9 ran 


PWK 10-1 Ctiompec, !4-\ mky Eont- 
Caraqukfc. 33-1 odnra 


Thirsk 


COXWOLD HANDICAP (CLASS C) 


HYPERION . 

2.05 Scattergun 2^5 Night Of Glass 3-05 Con- 
fidaits 3J5 Over To You 4,05 Key Tb Dooks 4^0 
BowclHfe Grange 


GOING: Good to Soft STALLS: Stratoht map -snntatade; 
rode DRAW ADVANTAGE: I 


: l-tgh tor St and et 


round como • 

• Left-hand oouraa level burt^-.- 

• Couse e W of town oreMl &^i Im. ADMISSION: Cua iCW 

■&ttrasa8sEB(OAPs&9;fanriyEnck»ueE3(OAftiCUSO) CAR 
BARK: RanriyEnckMure £9; r« free. 

• LEADWGTRAMB1S: M Johnston 16« (M%1 JBeny VMO 
1122%L 0 Hkawfle 13-114 rrt4». M stoute t2^» G&Vbl 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: L Chamodc tl -141 (7BS I AC utennee-IO 
WV). Ate* Greraee fl-70 flM%L D Hraitaon W4 t2SM 

• FAVOURITES: 14&4Z7 (34B** 

VISOTED FWST TBIE: Mr Rraedtae (235) 

UN4G DISTANCE TRAVELLERS: SIDy Md-On (20% Ettaml (23$ 
Mean OQH sent 296 mtea. 


Mateyen I 


2.05 


SPRING (MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 


I £ 5,200 added lm4f 

2- SCATTERGUN B50)jGDsden 49 V G find 2 

40220- OYMCRAKOO£K)S(f®)QHoimes49E — AQAanBl B 


■ui iv mbvoh i iri. tkvriaaj 9 5 — - — . — AOerfc3 
WBOAIDHHGH18 


_DHrefnn4 

_ -F Lynch 5 


Jp5) JFasIsweSflS ..- 

5 0 MARfflP0un(18)M3t»ite3B5 

-Sdecfrnd- 

BETTING: 1 J Scritarfrun, « Emerrid Hritfito. 6-1 Marifeou; 14-1 S8- 
ly MW-On, 16-1 GyracrakGflrjo* 


£8,000 added 7f 

1 4*jM WAflRMGFORD (17) (D) J Fsahraa 4 o a . . DKwttaane 

2 13500- BRAND (224) (D) Lady ttarres 79 It P0oe(S)14 

3 33022- FDRWIflEllBSONUf(a2)TEa!tete49fl JiMratanfaiSB 

4 03080 BACHELORS PAD (17) WJrvs 4 SI). .. . ___GWodie 

0400 ROWL MARK (30(D) T Eas»ty599-. .LOranocfcA 

5BBV CHffM0IIAIIWl(2*nafih«y499 -QPowl 

20060 PBHANIWRE (19) (D)J Berry 697 PF«wyf3)7 

tSOO0 AUMBtaSM OR03) ** WE*tetv696 TLucmS 

00-Bi fflGHTOFGLASS(8)(CD) JLEyra592 ...-AfitteMfB 

mO- AU4BlSip75)(IR»5JRBrsfcn530 FLyndlW 

01220 CUHBHMM CARUSO (9) T ESkrty 3 9 0 _ . NKemdyil 

_ 3H0 HAKamqRAraaSaog38e .. . J1 Price 12 

G 04200 MQUOC(W)tfrsJRaRSla)48G RLapp»5 

M2-1DS3 inRkR«SE(Bta(D4(EDF)RGOMl4Sr DrieGtaon2V 

5 00043 GREY XMGDC3M fin fD) (RF) M ridtac 7 86. D Mwnegh (7) a 

« 36000 JBTREYANOm6RRED(n)(p)ilDods483 AOrtll 

-lSdechnd- 

BETnNG: 62 MgM Of Gtae. 7-1 For Vaur Eyra (My. Grey Xtegdora 6-1 
Cunbrian Curare, Mouctw, 1 W Hakeem. BM Wurkigtoid. te-iettwra 

BUSINESS FURNITURE CENTRE MAID- 
EN STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 3YO 7f 

0 BARREN LANDS (16) F Goes 30 -Pft**««8 

222- ELHM9UB (Z131(BF) E HfcSL JDScreh(3J5 

5- BffBEGDLD(2aflW5j'Ramsder.9a 0Fns9 

MAIAONMOCMUteyttenessa AOtekl 

AUSASQNG.'LSjreSS-- RUwteB 

6 6 HACHAELS NORTH (36) R fl-TTOTr^ 9 1, RPrteell 

5 HffiB0IB»UXOS)BHes9a PWeeyfflio 

0- TANKBBLEY (1781 P Dfcry 9 3 - - QHtad * 

0 ACtDANItCRA(17) jFansawflS 0Hectaa»3 


3- «MTDANTEJ187)MStauaa9 

I RUBY Mae J ACterad»89 _ . 


KMGDOMI 


-IT 


.. ..FLyndtS 
LOuunockT 


0ETTM2: 2-1 HhmrixNCoaMirM 11-2 Empra Gold, 6-1 MMryWiMc a a 
fteebrato Nrath. IM Red Bcnirasx, 23-1 Hra A Song. 3M otert 


3.35 


3.05 


THIRSK HUNT CUP (HANDICAP) 
(CLASS C) £15,000 added Im 

1 20500- OUEENSCOHSULI18SI (CD) BRcewdBS V .TWBtaml? 

2 620-14 HAGCUUnil PR JLE*ra599 _ . SBucUay{7)7 

3 tn- POPWTTm DIKf*ai4 99 F Mortar 12 

4 Ute BgBtPOWBHM^CB J Fara h— *99 . DKmrtaonia 

5 3506 CAPTWN9C01T (111(D) JOowr 490 .^PRafaineonS 

8 W0O JMKWE-TYTO (1S)(D) RWbrawr495 AO*fc6V 

7 0*00 DURAnm(D)DSRA69£ ...... .WSupptaA 

9 42231- atXUMTB*W(3J2)(B)TEra«te494 - .LCtarackB 
9 23201 HWH rflfUMW (Dl R Whey 094 .... _RWh*on(5J5 

V KJ-WS Rg4aETO LOSE (*2)(P) JEuraco«B3 JWell 

3 OOW 

B t3M 

S 33052 TAFFSWEU.il 1)1 

« OCeWE CBIER TO YOU 119) P) T D Bantto 4 8 1) .. .Ftynchl 

15 ST6G 0PUB(r«<mMsU(taBiev78O ... . ACrinil 
« O4S0 ROYAL REWIJpa) (CD) MWEraratiy58!2_ TLUCttlS 
17 000-06 JACK THE LAD n J Hriberion 4 B 11 PFeeaey(3)14 

3 6*210 JEDfKMGHTfflJfCDJMWEaiar&ytBf) 0 Parkin 13 

-UdeCtarad- 

BemNa B-l CeptUn ScotLB-i Dmrid. Ufa HIM, RH MagtoMBLPvd- 
pietL Hgn teentaei. Mali SpMe. BM oBm 


KEYTODOOKSJBwiyfitt ..GHkriB 

00 MAJOR GAMBLE (16) JJQm 812 ACUfranaB 

BOLUM RITA T Eastabyr 8 7 LCfranoSS 

430 BUNTYfi7)CDNya8T, -JGotobedfna 

0 7 M 

UiNE LASS E WeynvB 8 7 .. oKatTtoan7 

^CAWWIULAMWBBtarljy07... GPMfc.3 

SAFFRON JGtavsB 7 SOVWwrea 

0 YORiaNgg GUT CT B Vftttata r B 7 jlCtartn 

BETTING: 2-1 ArtbokBownaWng. 50 Keylb Doota, 8-1 BrilfoRra.10- 
1 Errmynmn, 12-1 Buray Srifron, in Oalra'A Fo«y. 20-1 uthera 


?siw^s f ( ,a AND,cflp (cuiss °> 


8S1MAIIS WSQHGS(C)R»tMndS93 -A McCMhy (3)10 
MGH SPOTS (Ity fl>) T EadHtay 4 9 2 . . DMunwgh (7)3B 
TAFFS WELL 111) UreJRarradmSgo OPeeralfi 


SS 8aBRffK'gS38i:S« :: Di^TiS 

■S5S -dSwSpi n 

3DO0D YOUNG B U3W1G (14) (D) DQBranan49B. ...ACuSimi 

0W»0 “RE1SMJ14) (D) N TteMer SBa...— . _..ltaSrS3Si 

U Bcny 7 9 5. lore Wnto (9) SB 


25534 MLACEGAIE 


00000 BEMZDE 


ws 


94 RLeppki 10 


CM DMGBBIAN(19)UWE«eBy3BD „ GRettois 

* ss B 

n 30 060 STOTYTK1H1 C212) [D) M Deds* B4-. . _ACIerkllV 


4.05 


MARKET PUCE NOVICE MEDIAN AUC- 
TION STAKES (CLASS E) £4^00 2YO 5f 
C21 AfrYO(MOWNOmOT(2amMWEztefryS2..TracMT 
EMPYREAN J Elecu B t? . . ..... J tab 5 


S 22222: SSEZ52fSOgW PI G.M Mcore 5 8 3- JTkteS 

fl 5SW0- CWfifflfiOlR CU8) T E&My$g3..«...,.iCluniri u B 
M MOM WWHRflilWJL E^0713 :..,.TwSSere 16 V 


fl 3BMt BCWQJFE GRANGE (4Q D Onyrar 6?io jl McCerDW ra 7 
* 6-8083 MaPOLEOHSTAI) ( 23) (D) Uta JCrate 7? tJ.."oWr1ghT9 B 
-lOdudarad- 

grrw as-l gtof tad, Bwbm. 7-f Dragomen, Pemfnr, 101 Smn At 
WRaley, Bewdfta Grange. 12-1 Moueahoio, GoteUU, 101 ether* 


fly 








Punters’ 


HAYDOCK 

LLO: Martin Pipe coold provide 

first two home here as GYSART 
and Cedoaprid oontinue Lo bokl 
LheirfonnwedafteraidiuTuscdin- 

perens. Thai Tony McCoy is aboard 
r^irioirgold shookl be iknmcd as he 
-toay lw obliged TO Tide for one-^ 
the stable's chief patrons, David 
Johnson. Gysart, who ran as well 
as he. has all season when chasing 
home MareUo at Ascot last time, 
also has the much improved .The 
Proms with which to contend. 

□CXI . - 

)L40e Bdlalor, who at last came- 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


gyyu pi nrnuMi wu 

run, the tough Ksteri and the in- 
form Jtnbhabiuush will have tbar 
supporters, particnlariy as they 
are three of cdy six contenders rac- 
ing off their true handic ap inark- 
RAINBOW FRONTIER, however, 
runs from only 3lb out of Ihe 


unexposed. He fell in the Triumph 
Hurdle and was outspeeded by 
Deep Water in Aintree's equivaleni 
but remains a jumper of great po- 
u-ntiaL The ooce-defeaxed Kadou 
Nouoirtais is also to be feared. 

□CD 

2.16: The form of the Newbury 
Spring Cup iswnridng our weh and 
RIGHT WING, who was fourth to 
Yabint El Sultan there and was ear- 
lier third in the Lincoln!, can tri- 
umph this time. Jorrocks and the 
lightly raced Gballb are the dan- 
gers. 


NEWMARKET 

3.60: GANGA, who was given an 
easy time after be jng bumped in the 
City and Suburban Handicap al Ep- 
som last time, is lightly raced and 
unexposed to ihe handicapper. 


-The bookmg^QKvierPfeslkarsriB 
not be a- disadvantage. Tn-foun 
American Whispers the. danger, 

□xi 

3^1ftAltlKm^Xa*rhas^dtocre- 

ift»nriaTs to will this he looked a Kt. 
tie sluggish when witming -:?3« 
Craven Sokes. With sochabig fidd 
and testing going be is worth op-' 

. posing at sMnuy.odds. The ones 
that catch the eye are BordetAr-. 
row. Central Pkirfc and UEND A 
HAND- Border Arrow’s limita- 
. tions have not been aqxwedm two-' 
undefeated outings He is proven 
on softened jpcnosl and has the sta- 
mina to exploit any weaknesses it 
his rivals. Central Park -pasted 
some excellent tinny in winning at 
Royal Ascot and. Goodwood last, 
year. His run behind Xaar in the 
DewboTSt was inexplicably bad 
and he deserves' a 'chance' to 
demonstrate that form is wrong,' 
The selection, however, Lend A 
Hand, who showed the durability 
to overcome a big field in a nms-. 
esy at Donacsier and the class to 
win the Group One Gran Criteri- 
um at San Siro by ei^rt lengths. 
□□□ 

415c The three-year-dd LAND OF 
DREAMS can surprise some old- 
er rivals of limited ability. 

□□□ 

450c NOMORE MR MCEGUV 
wffi unlucky in nmningwbaidrpp- . 
ping bade to this trip hoi time and . 
has Keren FaBon to-heip here. 
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1988 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96- 



1 

1 

2 

71 

_9_ 
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. 2 • 
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1 Wbnerfo oteca to beftfng: 1 

1 

0 

2 

3 

1 

0 

2 

0 


Startina prices: - 

4-5 

3-1 

9-1 

13-2 

6-1 

5-6 

W-1 

9-2 

8-1 


Wknlna dnwc 

1 S 

12- 

1 

5 

3 

10 

21 

TV . 
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Prom or low *" ^ Fevouritao -E237. Sacond IfovouritM -fEasa 
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ritecrataga of wtenenipteced let 2nd or 3rd In leef racteTIWL 


Shortest- Priced lriraien Oovoun 4-5 


Longeemriced wtenan Meter BaBeys 16-1 (Sgj) 


Tbp tndnenn A Fabre- atonic (W93). Pfowrianr flO Og? 
M Stoute - Dwoito 0988). Entraorane w (OT7) 


Top Jockey: M J Ktoane - Tirol (S9Q). Entrepreneur (1907) 


Second Empire is 
doubtful for Derby 


By Richard Edmondson 


SECOND EMPIRE, the Derby 
favourite, injured himself on ihe 
gallops yesterday morning and 
is now struggling to regain fit- 
ness for the Blue Riband. 

The alarm bells - and the 
Lutinc bell for the many pun- 
ters who have backed the Irish 
horse - started ringing after the 
unbeaten coh was not among 
Ibe declarations for his 
intended seasonal reappear- 
ance, todays Tetraich Slakes at 
the Curragh. * 

Aidan O’Brien. Second 
Empire’s trainer, explained the 
absence. “The horse pulled 
muscles in his hind quarters at 
exercise this morning,*’ he said. 
“It will be a few days before we 
know the extent of the problem. 
At this stage the French 
Guineas is oul but we won’t 
know until early next week 
about the Derby." 

Second Empire had started 
the day as the 5-1 Derby fav- 
ourite with Ladbrokes. That po- 
sition and (hose odds are now 
taken by Gulland with Xaar on 
7-1 and City Honours on 10-1. 

There is probably more 
value in supporting Dr Fong, 
who won a Newmarket Stakes 
yesterday at Headquarters from 
several other Derby entries. 
Henry Cecil, Dr Fong's trainer, 
later said he would have been 
happy if the colt had finished 
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third. He will not, presumably, 
offer the same sentiment fol- 
lowing the hpcse’s next ap- 
pearance, almost certainly in 
York’s Dante Stakes- 

The form of last year’s 
Derby did not collapse at New- 
market yesterday when Rom- 
anov, the .Epsom third jf, 
overturned pladngs with the*? 
runner-up. Silver Patriarch. 

Romanov was in receipt of 51b 
and won by a neck so he had 
better enjoy the moment. It 
should not happen again. 

Godolphin drew a blank as 
it fired its first shots of the 1998 
British Flat campaign, but in- 
sisted it will gp into the Guineas 
with all guns blaring. Simon Cr- 
isford, racing manager to 
Sheikh Mohammed's Dubai 
enterprise, insisted: “Judge us 
at the end of the Guineas meet- 
ing - not now." 

“We’re really panicking 
now," Crisford said tongue in 
cheek after Godolphin’s Nas- 
aayem finished thud in the 
opening maiden stakes. 

“Seriously, she’s run a 
promising race and we’re look- ^ •• 

ing forward to both Guineas r ! 7'.. 
races now." Their Derby entry $ j' : - 
Mutawwaj also performed *“ r 

creditably when third in Dr 
Fong’s Newmarket Stakes, 
however Happy ^ilentme 
dropped away into fifth after 
making the miming in the Jock- 
ey Club Stakes: 
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Results 


NEWMARKET 

IM: 1. DIGITALIZE (K FUton) 10-1; 2. 
Borayofan 12-1; 3. Naoaywn 5-1 18 ran. 
3-1 ft tav Kanyti Wth). Lest Reputation (Sh) 
a i'll. (H CedL Nevroarket). Ttote: H5Q0; 
E4.70L E4fia EtfiQ. DF; £10600. CSF: CH32Z. 
Trio: roaza 

2.QS: 1. JILA (R Ffitsl 11-8 f»; 2. Adii- 
tent 14-1; 3. Rtegoa Lady M-l 14 ran. ‘A. 
r’U (R Aimstrona, Nfmrnaifaau Tbte: C2W>- 
CWO. E6«( C43Q DF: E25.ia CSF: 

TricasL- C133ffi Trio. C184£Q 

2J5:1.DR FONG (KFaftjnl tl-Afav a. 
Seiwory 9-2: 3. Murawwaj 7-3 6 ran. ■/,. 
17. (HCociN B raiiariiBe'fataeEasOiEtJQ 
EZ4Q DF: ES9D CSF: EM3A7 

lift 1. ROMANOV (j Rad) 5-1; 2. SB- 

wr PMitarch 2-1 bir. 3. The Fly B-a 8 ran. 
Ml T'.^ (P CftaRifo«»am. Menton). Date: 
(£40. COT ClXt CIGO OF: P7gp CSF r an 

aeftl.CARLys QUEST (T Qum) 

a. Ha rmony Hall 25-1: X JutflcM Su^ 
praracy 12-1; 4. Gift Token C-i » ran. 
H-2tavtaBJahSe*e 7.-. Hk T (j Newift New- 
port) Tote: £5540: £9*a C73U E4S& E3.70. 
DF: W3S00 CSF: £65819 Tncefit 
Tno: CL7B8IX1 

r EL SULTAN (H 

Cotorare »2; 2. Sramreal 4-i; 3. star Pr». 

ft-fm "t - 4 ** Saflteva - IVv ««- 

ta. (B McMahon. T^mwontiL Tbfa: ES40- 
C130, ££«, C230 DF; CB70 CSF: Cam' 
„ RJNCH (KFafan^i: 

7^2fo* Vlfindsor Casfie (ap,). 2. n> 

^«orBr w^tombo) Tbte: DUO; Emo 
oS) EaW OF CKL7D CSF. £2857 Thw 

- M" ;1. JWSWMH (R Hfc) 7-4 fav; a 
’- f : 3- Wand siory 16- 1 15 
MU Newmsriten. Dater 
C290. £160. E1SQ ESSl OF: £&7tL 
C1346. Tn o CB*« CSF ' 

Ja c l444: net won fpool olfij, i < y i P 3 rlffOTrt 

te^toNewnatteftodavL^ 

Pfo«P|*5teaoO Ourajpot E37BQ 
PtoeaB: £35337 Plaea 5: E7l5a 

MUSSELBURGH 

2*20; 1. SOAKED [MAS R Cterfal B-l- 3 
“fontrae Boy SM; L SHk 
A. Chamcasl S-1 tw. 17 ran. 3. 1 
ID Ctupmon Yort.) Tot* C32o' ; ^0 


£260. C50CL E140 DF: &44SQ CSF: £8820 
Tncast £asi«. Trio; £30160 

2JS0:1.CHWES OF PEACE (RMto3lor0 
7-1 ; Z Pride of Bryr>7-4 fav; JL Foal A Urn 
6-1 10 ran. 2, rfc (J Syte; Threkffote: £560; 
£«X MO. £200 DF: EWQ CSF:£*2aTrto: 
£25.70 

_ MS:LLU0BlEpLappin4ll-2;2.Rtto* 
Bear 5-1 : 8. Wm Chrtaty 7-1 S rao. 9-4 ' 
total Trapix Mint A l (J HeUwftrai. M 
£630: £370 ClSO DF; £BSO 
E250a 

441ft 1. LADYCAKE (C Lrmrthor) 9-4 far. 
2. Northern O reng aB 4-i : a utoeoterltgar 
6-t 8 ran. 34(J Bony, CocfoMhorn). TMk 
C 380; £130. £340 DF; Map CSF: £971 


A30: 1. StnnffiHHtLL SPECIAL 


Wans) 7-2 Jt ftar; 2. Mr Fottywfrifca 7-2 ,. 
for 3. Qeorga DHang hen i 7-1 8 ran. 1V>, 
6 (D Berkos Rfchmond). IbfrE £400; £W 
EtSO £240 DF: £630 CSF: £HOa Hleast: 
£7128. 

605: l.HtUPT(D Mamaot^ 16-1; 2 Sky- 
ara Hjrar 8-L a. Lunch Party 100-30 tan 
Wren. 1'A.hclfliBfoari IfewmataQAtt: 
C1&30; £230 C2.8X E22Q DF: £22030 CSF! 
CiMaa. Trieaat ESB.77 Trto: E2077O Wt 
T«ra On The Bridge. 

Pfooepoc £3840 Quadpot: £3950 ' 
Pfoca B: £8455. Plan 5: £3734 
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Xaar the Slayer to strike fear into 2,000 rivals 


IT HAD seemed that the odd* 
on favourite for the 2.00 
Guineas had become a figure c 
near gothic intimidation. Xaa 
“ e Unconquerable or Xaar th 
were appropriate epithei 
for a colt whose potent w a 
growing by the moment. 

»et it no W appears that or 
posing trainers consider th 
French horee to be no more ic 
tunidauug than a basketful c 
fallens. A total of IS animal 
have been declared for the sea 
son s opening Qassic today. I 
recent years the only occasio 
when the Guineas field ha 
numbered more than 20 wa 
when Mister Baileys beat 22 ri 
vals in 1994. Among this cava] 
ry are seven horses who hav 


already been sent scurrying 
into their ratholes by Xaar. 
They re-emerge from the skirl- 
ing now to take on a big cat who 
apparently has more weak- 
nesses thnn most of us have thus 
far delected. 

Tamarisk is just about the 
best of those that Xaar has van- 
quished, but he will not rejoin 
the joust today if the going be- 
comes unsuitable. “1 have de- 
clared Tamarisk, but if there is 
deterioration in the ground, 
then his participation would 
be in doubt," Roger Charlton, 
the colt's trainer, said yesterday. 

The track is, in facL, in re- 
markable nick considering 
Newmarket has just suffered its 
wettest April on record. Some- 
times that icy hurricane that 
lances over the Bast Anglian 


flatlands has its uses. The going 
is expected to be good to sort. 

litis then should be ade- 
quate terrain for Xaar, who has 
five victories and an avenged 
second place in the form book. 
Among that record are two 
successful visits to Headquarters 
so his aptitude for travelling and 
the Rowley Mile's undulations 
is undisputed. 

The pernickety will question 
both the form and manner of 
Xaar's most recent effort, in the 
Craven Stakes. Circus, the third 
that day, went on to produce a 
Charlie Carol! of an effort at 
Sundown in the Gassic Trial. In 
addition, Xaar had needed time 
before he responded to Olivi- 
er Peslier’s instructions from the 
saddle in the Guineas trial. 

This is the colt’s great idio- 


syncrasy. Xaar appears to nod 
off in a race and then awake 
with the sort of start which sug- 
gests the bedside candle has fall- 
en into his lap. It is rather 
endearing to see him strug- 
gling along before making his 
undoubted class tell. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Xaar 
(Newmarket 3.40) 

NB: Cretan Gift 
(Newmarket 4.15) 


Xaar's main rival, according 
to the markets, is another trav- 
eller with just one blemish to his 
name. King Of Kings. The Irish 
colt is never more impressive 
than when he is being described 
by his trainer, Aidan O'Brien, 
and if this race was run on the 


Ballydoyle gallops. King Of 
Kings could probably win wear- 
ing Tcg-irons. 

Nevertheless, he has never 
been entirely convincing on the 
racecourse, where there has 
been the suspicion that he was 
being saved for another day. 
That time has come and King 
Of Kings may be in for a shock. 
O'Brien has said this week that 
his colt will be getting the full 
treatment from the saddle. As 
Michael Kinane is the man 
who is going to be administer- 
ing the encouragement, today 
is prohaby noL the occasion to 
be King Of Kings. 

Godolphin's caravan arrives 
in Britain for a fifth year with 
Central Park carrying the Roy- 
al blue ensign into Guineas bat- 
tic. It would be easier to like 


Peslier the man with power-steering job 


The favourite's laziness will be outweighed by 
his rider's drive. Richard Edmondson reports 


THIS afternoon's French raider 
has outstanding ability, as well 
as ears, and is expected once 
again to show his class at New- 
market. 

Olivier Peslier, Xaar's rider, 
has made progress like few 
others of his profession in re- 
cent years and can now be con- 
sidered in the pan global class 
of Frankie Dettori and Michael 
Kinane (the two jockeys he ad- 
mires most). Peslier is even ac- 
cepted in Britain, inside whose 
shores French jockeys have 
been raising liners for longer 
than the Carry On movies. 

Peslier is. if you like, the new 
Yves St Martin, a darl mg of the 
Parisian circuit who has shown 
that the produce is just as sweet 
when he travels overseas. The 
stonemason s son can count on 
the support of owners such as 
Khalid Abdullah and Daniel 
Wiidenstein in his homeland, 
which necessarily gives him a 
conduit into the mighty squad 
prepared by AndnJ Fabre. Life 
is bliss. 

But, like his namesake, 
Olivier wants more. He espe- 
cially has his sights trained on 


a little contest we run here near 
a funfair. “I will come many 
times to England for the big 
races because I have had such 
good success there," be said this 
week. “I will come whenever my 
schedule lets me. 1 want to win 
more big races. Most of all I 
want to win the Epsom Derby." 

If he is to win a Blue Riband 
next month, the great likelihood 
is that Peslier will do it aboard 
his mount in this afternoon’s 
2,000 Guineas. Xaar. For those 
who study pedigrees, success for 
Xaar is considered slightly on 
the improbable side of impos- 
sible. They point to the fact that 
Xaar's sire, Zafonic, was so in- 
tractable that it came as some- 
thing of a surprise that he did 
not slow down by having a 
parachute unfurled from the 
back of his saddle. 

This, however, ignores the 
differences between father and 
son. Xaar Is such a somnolent 
creature that it seems if he ever 
fails a drugs test it wDJ be be- 


cause Mogadon has been lo- 
cated in his system. This char- 
acteristic drowsiness was such 
in the colt's trial race, the 
Craven Stakes, that Peslier 
thought the reviving buckets of 
water he was heaping from (he 
saddle were not working quick- 
ly enough. 

"Maybe Xaar will tell us a lit- 
tle bit more on Saturday about 
his stamina," he said. “Zafon- 
ic was a specialist over a mile 
but this horse is very lazy. Last 
time at Newmarket maybe 
everyone was tearing up their 
tickets, but he came good. I 
thought for a few moments I 
was just going to be second but 
then be got stronger. Much 
stronger." 

Peslier believes the Derby 
lest drive wfl] be a victorious one 
this afternoon. His expectation 
is as large as the size of the field. 
“Around 20 homes is a nice 
number," he said. “It should be 
a good race. Good to soft 
ground is not bad, but softer is 


not so good. I would prefer 
good. 

“I’m very much looking for- 
ward to the race because I'm 
riding a good horse. I'm just dis- 
appointed that Second Empire 
is not there or die horse that fin- 
ished second to me last time 
[Gulland] so we can sec Xaar 
as a true champion." 

Peslier is certainly proving 
himself as a champion across 
the racing map. This winter he 
was waving his whip in Japan, 
where he enjoyed a working hol- 
iday (they race just at week- 
ends). Unlike the rest of us, be 
returns from vacation with con- 
siderably more loot than when 
be started. 

During his three months in 
the Land Of The Riding Sun, 
from the beginning of the year, 
Peslier rode 27 winners from 
125 rides, including four Grad- 
ed races. % the time it was time 
to stuff all the yen in the suit- 
case and return to his Chantil- 
ly home, Peslier was the leading 
jockey in the championship. 

Those in the stands at 
Fucbu, like spectators through- 
out the racing world, will have 


noticed that the Frenchman 
does not appear the most ag- 
gressive of pilots. He has the 
neat seat that all his countrymen 
possess, a streamlined tech- 
nique that does not seem com- 
promised by his Prince Charles 
ears. Yet there is also power 
there, as anyone who saw Xaar 
being rousLed along in the 
Craven will testify. Pestier’s ap- 
pears that beautiful blend of 
British and Irish force coupled 
with American and French 
style. 

It would have been a sight to 
have relished aboard a horse to 
match Peslier’s talents this sea- 
son, but now Peintre Celebre is 
to entertain mares rather that 
turfistes following a tendon in- 
jury. “That was bad news be- 
cause he was a very good horse, 
a champion.” Peslier said of his 
staggering Prix de 1'Arc de TH~ 
omphe winner. “It’s not like he 
was Lammlarra and retired to 
stud after the Classics. I was so 
very happy when I knew he was 
going to run as a four-year-old 
because I thought he would win 
everything again” He won’t 
now, but his jockey might 


his prospects had his camp 
not given the impression of 
playing “one potato, two pota- 
to” before finalising their run- 
ning plans. 

More tempting is Lend A 
Hand, who has almost cer- 
tainly surprised his trainer. 
Mark Johnston ran the colt in 
a median auction maiden at 
Cat te rick last year after start- 
ing him off in a similar race at 
Ayr. By the time of his final 
start. Lend A Hand had 
worked his way up to Group 
One company and he enjoyed 
the forum, slaughtering his ri- 
vals in the Gran Criterium at 
San Siro. That form gives him 
the beating of all bar one of 
these immediate opponents. 

Johnston reveals that Lend 
A Hand is not giving him as 


good vibes as Mister Baileys, 
who won this in 1994, but bet- 
ter ones than Bijou D’Inde. who 

was third to Mark Of Esteem 
two years later. That, and oth- 
er more pertinent factors, sug- 
gest Lend A Hand will be 
second. AH the indicators point 
to tie one horse that should pre- 
cede him. Let us hope it is 
XAAR (nap 3.40) the Magnifi- 
cent we see today. 

Tomorrow’s 1,000 Guineas 
features a bouncy castle for the 
youngsters and. Give Brittain 
hopes, a similar fitness assess- 
ment about his representative 
in the fillies' Gassic. Goud Cas- 
tle is a good each-way shot in 
another well subscribed race, 
but this is a contest which 
rarely passes without telling 
French intervention. Loving 


Claim (3.45), the Prix Marcel 
Boussac winner, can complete 
the Gallic pillage. 

In America, it’s the time of 
the year to buy your bourbon 
shares as Louisville comes alive 
to the sound of disappearing 
mint juleps. The Kentucky Der- 
by, the nation's most celebrat- 
ed horse race, may again be 
collected by the trainer and 
jockey team of Bob Baffert 
and Gary Stevens. They won 12 
months ago with Silver Charm 
and are at least as confident 
again with Indian Charlie. 

There is a chance also for last 
season's horse of the year, Fa- 
vorite Trick. He used to be 
trained by the East End-bom 
ftu Byrne, which may be as near 
a connection as Britain gets to 
big-race victory this weekend. 



Olivier Peslier: Stylish and streamlined, except for his ears Photograph: Peter Jay 
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Xaar sharp enough 
to confirm status 


Simon Holt (right) of the Channel 4 
Racing team gives a runner-by 
runner analysis of today's 2,000 
Guineas at Newmarket. 

Aim ii ra wake I: Won bis first some way below Group One 
two races well but had his standard, 
limitations exposed when fifth Jimmy Tbo: Twice a scorer on 
in the Royal Lodge Stakes. soft and made Arkadian Hero 
Arkadian Hero; Despite win- fight in Mill Reef Stakes, 
rung Mill Reef Stakes on good King Of Kings: Hugely touted 
to soft going, might have pre- two-year-old who repaired 



f erred a faster surface when 
fourth on his return. Stamina 
over a mile unproven. 
Border Arrow: Relished stiff 
finish in two course victories, 
including Feilden Stakes last 
month. May prove best at 
middle distances but can pick 
a few off in the final furlong. 
Central Park: Looked smart 
last season but flopped behind 
Xaar in the DewhursL That 
run is probably best forgotten 
and he is no forlorn hope. 
Daggers Drawn: Justified a 
tail reputation at Goodwood 
and Doncaster last season 
but has twice been well beaten 
by Xaar subsequently. 

Duck Row: Made a deep im- 
pression when winning at 
Newbury (lm, soft) only to 


reputation in winning last two 
starts. A colt of great talent. 
Lend A Hand: Never stopped 
improving as a juvenile, win- 
ning, competitive nursery at 
Doncaster and Group One 
Gran Criterium at San Siro 
(by eight lengths). Subject of 
rave reviews from the gallops. 
Little Indian: Gutsy winner of 
Solario Stakes (Haami third) 
last August. Last to Xaar in 
the Craven on reappearance. 
Fegnitc From a stable which 
specialises in big-race upsets. 
Had no answer to Border 
Arrow a fortnight ago and held 
by Xaar on Dewhurst form. 
Soviet Bureau: Modest fourth 
in Newbury mud last rime. 
Speedfit Too: Only fifth in 
Free Handicap. 


Horris 3 Hill Stakes. Better in the DewhursL Likeable wit 
thanfhatmid could be an out- who is sure to win more ra*s 

jsasftar 

rrcenlanden Nine lengths tune to find top gear. Mioui 

behind Xaar in the Prix de la be sharper for that run. 

Sal ^nttei£ findbUt Conclusion: It is impossible to 

fttac wins oppose XAAR who put up one 
Haanu: Made it *** ^ ^uooal dis- 

from ^ur h plays by a two-year-old in the 

SSSSWStail. DewhuJSt Stakes last October. 
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Hexham 


■ HYPERION - 

2.20 King Of The Burren 250 Reinhardt 325 
Moss Pageant 4,00 Parson’s Lodge 4.35 By 
Crikey 5.10 Ruber 


-M Moloney 
_B Storey 


GOING: Heavy. 

• Left-hand, undUadng course. Rurwn of 250yd. 

0 Course is on minor road 2m S of Hexham. Station 2m. AD- 
MISSiON: CMi Eft; PaddocK £8 IQAPa 64). CAR PARK: Prea. 

• LEADING TRAMERS: L Lungo 2062 (3t4%i B U Uoorv 1M1 
(235%), J H Johnson tt-DO (V5%), U Hammond tz-90 (t22%V 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: Ptfiwi20£7 (206%l H Gently H-B3 (03*J 
K Johnson ri-99 (tu%) B Stony A-A7 (B%) 

• FAVOURITES: A4-4Z8 (3ftS%) 

VlSORED FIRST TM&Danfcys Gone £20). BmconHM Lady (400). 
Oanageld W3S). 


tt 3332P4 BOVZONTOOWA (7) (CD) W Sway BOB— 

T1 22FSP4 GNBIEYOUHHAND (44) J Oaten 9 A 0 -- 

12 05444 CROFTOH LAKE (IS?) (C) J tan ADD L Cooper ft) 

G U55505 H0BARA MU) (CO) M Barms BA0_ SThytarp) 

M OP-fPP Afi AGHMDH ABHAZE (7) Use K Utgpn 7 A 0~J3 Peter H 
-14 daderod- 

GtomeynrtondX 12ft Oaten Late. Ante* AAghektiAtMo9a3b. 
BETTFta 3-1 CaOonwy, 6-1 Fsm Leader, 7-1 7T» Nmtt Wetz, Kkig Of 
The Burren, 5-1 Strode, Kfetay Bade, 10-1 KMn*13-1 Others 

2L5CP R00STER COMPUTERS MAIDEN HUR- 


2.20 


i sera 

a Pfllfl 

3 22022 

4 U00511 

5 F4222F 

6 353F34 

7 4VJF3F 

8 02231 

9 2/8322 


WAGGOTT BUILDERS NOVICE HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (E) £4,075 2m 4f TlOyds 

StHEHC (18) (C) (BF) S Be4 BH D K Johnson 

TOE ICXT WALTZ (19) (D) (BF) LLUT0D7HB R Supple 

CAUBWOY (U)(BF)D Lent) B 115 J Butte 

MT MAN M DUNDALK B1)(D)COmt 9 111 B Herring 

demon 1 . 


FBH LEADER (12) C 


-RGarritty B 


DMBYSGORSEtiafO) JM Jefferson 6 n 1 -LWywV 


KDLAW (19) (D) Ms M RMfay A fl 9 . 
KB8V BANK (M) J H Jchnscn 9 1) B, 


JtSSMh 


DLE (CLASS F)E2^75 2m 4f 110yds 

0 QFTHJ GILBERT (B) L Lieigo 5 H 5 RSappfe 

263-55 NAW0FS7TOWfl<9AMMBH6J15 S Herring V 

DOCK) JOHNNEVS SHUT (10) R Catidun 6 11 5 L Cooper (7) 

PFD MiG PIP [IQ D Lamb 6 11 5 Jfteta 

QfPO UNHOYALE KING (21) L Lingo 7 11 5 WDotrfngft) 

50234 QU9IS BRIGADE (21) F MMon B fl 5 BSWey 

433 RBNHARDT (14) LUDyrSfemm 5 .B 5 KJofmeanB 

506065 RUBBLAW (19) Me K Lemb 8 n 5 — UteSUmbp) 

♦WP LPAAD«J»a«f)3)mH&BhBm77i5JlrMBraflhum»ffl 

FD0GU WESTUnTON(56)MWEasffltjyei15- — R Gently 

00 DAWNS DELLA (56) Ws S 5 11 Q Jt WUbmi 

SLA DE MARQAMTA C Farter S n 0 D Patter 

4 TIPPING TMA (H) W Storey 5 n 0 LWyer 

-13dedared- 

BETTMG: 74 ReWianft, 54 Hmd 01 Strew, 4-1 Queens Brigade, 10-1 
Tipping Tine, T2-1 Ml De Merged!* 14-1 Gifted GHbert. 20-1 ottare 

|o nc i G1LESGATH SUBARU TANT PIS HAND- 
jOe^g| lCAp CHASE (F) £3^75 2m 110yds 
1 TJSF4 UNCLE BERT (l<9 (P) USS L Russri 8 "B 0 Jl Foster 


4.00 


a D81E3 DESERT BRAVE (18) (PJMreSSmth 8 nil. .R WKnmn (5) 

3 321312 MOSS PAGEANT (18) (D) F Walton 8 n 5 B Storey 

4 23CMF5 BLAZING DAWN (7) J rtjttuck HUE BHardhg 

5 6033U4 REVE DE VALSE (50) (CD) R Jchnson tt V 6 — KJotetton- 

6 SFfr-SP GUNKALA SHWE <228) S Ctofc O f) 0. Afee R Chrt (5) 

-Gdedared- 

SETTING; &4 Mass Pageant. IW Daaart Bam. M Btazlng Dawn, 7-J 
Sudrab Shine, M Ren da Vetee, 10-t UiKla Bed 

NORTHUMBERLAND BOYS CLUBS 
SELLING If CAP HURDLE (G) £2^75 2m 

1 -50*35 PARSOtT3LODGEpl)(D)LUngo®1t 10..WDo«fti9(7) 

2 004245 tfflUNDONNA (7) PBoaumontBH 1 RSuppbB 

3 6 P 0 PFP NOUKARI (50) J Hoarard Johnson 5 Tl 0 ASBmUi 

4 PM-55 NORTH PRDE (60) (D) M Barnes 13 O 9 „.5T9ytor(3) 

5 530CF4 INYOUGOHUjE (13) HAfexantfcr 6 tI9 J Storey 

6 flJOBFP MEADOWBURN P) W Read B T) 5 .TRaed 

7 HMOP RMUSllAJCHIp>U1fc«»ufcr7»4 MMotexy 

B 8&F00 RBSALDOHAlN(8)MaLlita9rel713S~ K Johnson 

9 4P0P00 NORTHERN FLASH ( 21 ) Jhtaines 4 t)l 5 Haring B 

V 000-P3 BEACON HUJ. LADY (Z9) B BoonS VO _NHorrackS ( 8 ) V 

n PSP04P KATOucit (19) S Oak 7 1) 0 WsaRCM 0 ) 

V. PMPD CANOfCKQOTHERED (40) M Ml 7 1) 0 DBendey 

-IZdadarad- 

Baeccn HB LaHf3a 73h Nomcte te Ub, GmnuaMhmd W TRi 
BETTING-. M hiyougoMue, 5-1 Pmwo’e Lodge, 8-1 Rbms ktSfor; 1342 
Dnndonn^7-1 Nouteri, Ban c o r m Lady, 10-1 Katouche. 12-1 other* 


2 -1P4UU BOMS1 taj3RY(12) WMSCO17C0 JlrMBrKB**nB(5) 

3 -1PF12 HYCRKEY{9) AW^tfl-GO _lt A Robson (7) 

4 GnQ CADnunN(l4)MsALodreood8CO-..WnADaniB((7] 

5 VQ22~ DANEGBD (35) Daral F'Smflh 7 120. ,_-llrN FSnah (7)V 

G -P32P3 KINGS TOKEN (7) FKAtonB CO .Ifc-JItetai 

7 1B2-1P MAKWDOO(70) RGMatoiBCO -IlfR tagen(7) 

5 mtA MURDS}MOSSf12}SCothBd8CQ — Mr S CoBftad (7) 

B 13342 FANTARA PRMCE (12) 0 Gar 9 120 Was P RofaGOn (5) 

» papre pouwh(i 4) warewneco. tesserere 

n ePFim STHIARFORffi(l4)»te3Harer+tate:7120-l»rNTliJtyp) 
C PDP03 VULPIN DE LAUGSC fl<1 UsT&ntl B0 JlrL1iiqAe(7)B 

G P4U263 FLORUCEVA (IS) B UcNchol 8 H 9 „J*D JOWU (7) 

14 SP025 LOUNGING (12) RWBrydon 9 119 UrPJohnBon (5) 

-14 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 Baflutaroe, 7-2 ^ Crikey, 5-1 Cadrfflon, B-1 Pantea Pdnca, 
StcOar Force, 1M Vilpta da Laugare, 12-1 DanegeW, 14-1 oriara 


5.10 


FEDERATION CONDITIONALS HAND1- 


HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,400 3m 


HEART OF ALL ENGLAND MAIDEN 
HUNTER CHASE (H) £3,000 3m If 

1 1F2221 BAU5THKJ8 (14) Ite B Thamon 0 1Z 0 — Mr A Pater (7) 


4.35 


1 31 OSQ BUACEOFGOLO(1^|CDSF)LLmgDflTI tJ-WDoeCng(^ 

2 4CP32 HUtST FUf® (7) F Itorlagh 6 11 5 — -..-BHantog 

3 4032P5 DOCKBASTHI (21) (D) Mss K MEjarr 7VH-M Hanrdty ffj 

4 332002 DBOTRVMffl0«(D)l*sSan0ien».-RWN*waim 

5 4P251 RUBBIW(D}HT?»iBerin»4 Manfir»(3) 

6 -PB3P6 NARCHWOODff)WNOnrteiteint)2 Slftytw 

7 DOPW 7HIKLffl»SKfflJAI12)PBBauim7t)a...VN«atonW 

-7 declared - 

USniwummgntlQsL True nanckxsi w&gtv mrttehy S*Bena 9sr 
BETTING; 82 PNace Ol Gold, 3-1 Hum Flyot 7-2 Ruber, 8-1 Dockirae- 
tn 8-1 Dlddy Rymar, 10-1 Hardwood, 38-1 TNrtdaby Steam 



Hereford 


HYPERION 

2.15 AjrmabeTs Baby 2.45 Wade Road 3.15 De- 
coupage 3S0 Amber Spark 4.25 Prairie Mln- 
strel 5.00 Father Rector 5^5 Supteague Saints 


QOMflB Good to Soft In ptaoaa. 

• RJghr-hand couw wflh 300yd run-in. 

• Cause Is N ol city on A4 Cl Hereford station tn. ADMISSION: 
CU> CS; TatterfisHs CD; Come Endoaure £3. CAD PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 3G^8 (337%), NTWsUn-Davies 
29-106 (2RB%X P HoWte &B5 (23.1%), N Henderson 14-80 (487%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: K A fteoeraU H-46 (839K), J R Knanagfi 
11-62 (fTTThV C Itende MS (B4%X RFteraniS-48 (S3%L 

• FAVOURITES: 222-66* (401 K) 

BUBWERED HFISTTIME: KRcama Bay (2J5) TTmottry Oaorga (2J5) 
(vtsored). Cinnamon Oub (425). Mr Baan &QQ. 


2.15 


YORK FABRICATIONS SELLING HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (G) £2,500 2m If 

1 13/45- CLA&SK EXHORT (B74)(D) A Streeter 9 n 13 ,_N WWemeon 

2 -00M MWSTHTS UAQ4U P i 5 ) J 7 » ti-JI A RqjoraU V 

3 503260 StAPLBURDUUTf (1G8)(CI9 JSMmsUt)n-Jlkaa(3) 

4 249233 NUJHTTBIE® (D) HHBBB6HD GShreWta® 

c -poOB URBAN UUf OT (P)(BF) R Hodges BB 6 TDasooreba 

002085 BARLEY MEADOW (19)J0ShW 6 T) 6 JfcteriBrera«( 


ft COO* TBIOIW GEORGE (42) B BaUng 4t)2 FKaobyCrjV 

D 060003 N^3WO(X)NUTKW(F9) Qltotgen5T)1 HFrerart 

n P41PP4 LDVBARK{iq R Bntarttn 9 H 0 -S Curran 

H 000 CORDIAL KMGHT (43) C Morfack 5 U 0 CKauda 

BBflW INJCAWAU [75) (tQ R Bstar 8 D 0 VStetery 

14 -OOOTO KLCARNE BAY (46) P SCO JCUWyS 

-EU0402P WTEKBffl WOI*HI (26) T tockjy 7 U0.-J Gofcfeuta (5) B 
B aBKXP atSSARETRW«a«BtJ^7t)D^Mmiri^V 

UHmunrlOstTai0i««gte:Co(rf*JKrtof»aB13flLUl4aw1ltern)ll 1 fff- 
cam flay flsf 96, weekand Water Bet 3b, Ctubt Am Tmnpa Sa 2b. 
BETTUM: 5-1 Uftin L8yi8-1 AmteTe Baby, HgMTtae, 8-1 Srepteforti 
Lady, Uwataft, 10-1 Wostaili Marten. Beilay Ueadrie, 11-1 abM 

Id Acl SUN VALLEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 

□) £5,000 added 2m 3f 

f -3tS3 WADEROADpeUssHKrtghtTII C JCHUy 

2 2-FCP CLASSYLAD(Na (3(B NHatewenSn 6_JI AFttr8»rakl 

3 1-531 SHADHACHP8) IAiHltobe)i7 tl 6 — *Mn 

4 mo AlJHRET BLUE (iSflR Peacocks U0 JtAhpunJp) 

«=“ "raasefflfflir 


6/P0P3 


18 HQ- 


„S Cretan 


, FS03 Sm/THSTAWARD (W) (DITForSorST 0 CHandi 

8 PO Q0LD»MBi£IA«MRLMfl«9 PHmJwPI 

BenTNttW Clour LA W Wadi Raa^ NM Stattrach, 28 -Tdttm 

r^TclARMY BENEVOLENT FUND NOVICE 
HURDLE (E) £3^500 2m 3f 110yds 

1 t-« D6ffXjlWGE(T9)(D)CEBertnS7I fi NWtoaaai 

2 U56N FHfflJIC FONTAINE (t^NHsndanon 611 6JI AFtaganld 

3 2ftS2 LITTLE SStSiA (Dp (CBfJttwirain 611 I^JJBrerijaS 

4 4U300P BLA2EOFSOW5(F12) DWinfleOll 0 XA&mip) 

5 000 MASTS! LOROI (2^ T Gaores 0 n 0 — MrKRffRpnP) 

« gWnANt&HIBEfirpVBJ 11 OJfclieM&trrenp) 

7 21-12 STORMWLiSTAGpOB) (BF) PBmwiBTi □ WMaretori 

8 SFW6 FWR1E5IW£BSL(7) tfaEEndand8t)9— DPafetv(T) 

9 0 GIVE ME BRACE (70) T Foster 5 f) 9^. RFMnM 

* GROUP L£A0S?ACant47 03.: — A$cMaa(n 

11 AWP Pffl0ffSCOflNra^RHte»7O9 -B «¥■ 

O G« RIS(fl'«»Efl2??aaWBfoB80S 

fl PP TRAC£H3CW(A7) JO»Gies71]0._J|rRY<aUoy 
tt 054233 GRATE 7B«t9JJft*ahn04 08 : CUau *f 

* 2P430 KKAYAL(T 8 )P rejrr*f4t!a JLMpeOffl 

e P UlURaSffl5ffl(P109PHDtite4tta..-l»rRWM||er(n 


BETTING: M — - 
^orrotffl Stea, Onto 


-16 declared - 
fa, 4*1 Raafcre Fontaine, 7-1 lOwpl, 6-1 
,10-1 UUa Serena, 14-1 other* 


MCDONALDS HANDICAP CHASE 

, (CLASS F) £5,000 added 3m If 110yds 

t FPPJffl D®T OF HONOR p 8 ) (C£J) BLee B T1 U J4 AFSryweW B 

2 40W TTffiWHOlSHOQpSB) (tI)K Barone _JlW«a«« 


W1-U2 FARDHOSS (14) P Gcdas 12 n fl PHUa 

IS2F4- THR&sm?S(*48}T Foster BM CUOufe 

0&R30 URONV [45) (D) WsUJata 12 T 0 MRIchaidt 


8 SP4M4 ABBOTSHAM (24) O Cartsr Q n 0 MrJ%ung(7) 

7 640081 AMB5) SRARK (37) D GenrkA) 9 H 0 dCrtoty 

8 33SFP 4WVALafracna)(D)DiPPrfclwdflflO JNPPrfcterd 

9 4433U0 TEXAN BABV (IQ (CD) N TestnClaite 9 H O.JGc*tetctap) 
05PPSB3 SPAffiCAPPAWWaVaiBphBnBeUB.MMVa««reiw 

n PM*- 86AUfiW(51flPBMentTW4 WMantenB 

12 -UPP5P BOURBON COUNT! p2) IfcaSWWBtJO-.DJBurchdl 

B4PM33 ALASKAN HER (MJ A Streeter 7 »0 _GaryLyonsV 

M 105U03 BORO HHi(B) Mss PWWte9 DO MrRWaMeyP) 

-I4dedared- 

Mhimun we^tt iftt fan twntkqp M^hB eourtxm CDun8'9sfl3e.Awfan 
Htefaiiab, Boro f*9sr 10ft 

8ET77IIG.-4-1 CWx Of Honor, 5-1 77» Wliote Hog, 6-1 Ttaw Beiry, 7-1 
Rmfeoas. Amber Spark. 8-1 Space Cappa. 1M «4hare 


4.25 


K1DSONS IMPEY NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m If 

1 322032 BEEFY NOVA (28) N TwBten-Danes B tl 11 CMauda 

2 2-350 VBARTSVASEBKBaieySn 5 MrRWteNyP) 

3 UF1F0 WVNWra)UUW(SS)WAteMRBWlBy7fl2 .GLea 

4 543533 QUABUAUC ( 59 ) K Bshops n 2 -RGnana 

5 0032V GR/STEBHmSH(10)(DtJAMenBiri3 GreyLytma 

6 25PE2 PRABlEIIIN5rRa.(19)(BF)RDtean4t)flJ(Atapiinip) 

7 1-1200 DtAMQND HALL ( 12 ^(D]K Buries ID n MAFtegeraid 

8 2-5533 CINNAMON ClliB M NGaseHe B 1)8 .WMaotooB 

9 056 AT LBSTIV (SI) J luck 607 R Balmy 

D38V& TAffGOS DBJGKT (4!J R Bate 9) B3 VSMtoy 

n 0263P5 DONTTIBLIOMCiaT) HlteF*a81)3 CWM*P) 

e 2506 5yUESTB)(l4(D?MesABi|<l8e3JI6riiaalBremo(» 

fl 0F3O42 0AKM0NT (3f0 MSeppatlSUD L.Aapel(q 

14 fW 5TARTWG0(91) HSoanSUO SKtey(7) 

6 6002 CHARLIE CHANG (F5) B Ltewteyn 5 D Q -Soprte Ittrial (3) 

fl 043206 FLAffiVFS RRST (47) R J Prfce4 CO NWatamon 

- 16 dadared- 

UMiuir lOtL Tne mbMc Chaite Cheng 8 a JTft Hr* 9sf 10ft 

KTTING; M Weart tea* 6-1 Beefy Mew. Grate Brifeb. 7-1 Pratrla 
HneML 8-1 Oetaoont, 10-1 Syteeater; Chorffla Chang, 12-1 oftare 

GOTT FOODS HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
H) £2,650 added 2m 3f 

, 00-424 BOXING MATCH (77) RFt*K Tie 7 — Het V Rotate (7) 

2 E^PPQ FMIUAR FWEND fl®) [CO) SGlmcre 12 127.JAr PScr* (7) 

3 R)THEflHECTOR(2^ CSocteSet-JIrSKareiBflaoQ 

4 -12501 GO0OF0RALAUGH(iq JT0ung14e7 — .Mr JHang (7) 
6 5ffW5 (QNG OF StiSflOWSflCJMSSCCeeJar V T27_*fr5Prior(7) 

6 flPeza NEVADA GOLD ( 6 ) M JarifflOi C 12 7 Mr M Jackau (7) 

7 03450- AIMiAPKW JPaifltIDei Mr j L U aw Jyn (5) V 

8 flflIF UfflESBOUHTHt (IT) (CD) R Baa7 «4Jlr AM P) 
a jpfPPP BAlLACASCADE(l3)UssCCadanBeQ.llrN(3foi(7) 

0 -o»F5 MRBEAN(31)(C) Pktegan SCO MrASanwraip) B 

H 1 -lFB RADIO DWSC^HLars7eO MrRWUWp) 

A P-1PR S11CWWKTIBIW 

fl 3flSP« YOUNG HAW® OS 

14 Gntpm oiwcWMawaBRagnajirahwt^W 
-lAdadarfid- 
BgTTWaMFatfwBKtw; 

Radio (Jays, 8-1 Nevada Gold, IM llr Baan, 1M MtiM 8 

JAIL BREAK NH FLAT RACE (CLASS 

m mares £2,000 added 2m If 

1 i »THHJRALBEU£{B0P)»*>WR«*W4112__Gtea 

2 2 AUapflAntesmCWfisSnO LSufcamp} 

3 AWBGBLJFm 5110 ._J=KM*yp) 

■ 4 CAfl*ifflRArtr5iio NWaWngWip) 

5 CLASSIC FABLE J R HighasgT 0 JlrPHanly 

a GOURMET PRWtebtmrBn D PHrtey® 

7 mpOWYD«ttte5110 H Keighley (7) 

B CW PtmE LACE Hone BUD GShaokhifS) 

g WSfflfiTALBltHITFasarSflO — — — Hoglotri (7) 

A 3 SUPfflLEAGUE SAINTS ps)J Pearce 5 H (L-HMoreiay (7) 

n SWffirSAIPHONTRH0d98S511O Tteorebe 

fl WOODHOUSEBWCMcriochSn 0 TUofttnat(7) 

« [HffiUBMGTOtl ROVERS JJsnWiJ < 09 — D Wowlaae (7) 

K HBWENUfOilW J&whan4D9 ^..LA^alfl) 

fl 02PUP8PErp7)JMu«ns4O# HcfMBMmna 

« SAU4IYNDE NTWstrvOww4 *9 JGoktaatam 

fl TWOO'MOmJHEJTuekA »9 MrJCHffRjaafT) 


5.35 


-T7deduad- 

amwa W A9at»l CMkiW Bdw *M Supenaagua sate* 14-1 

Canneh,P«pl*lAte t NWngTlrihka;Pu((»PeL1W flttare 


Uttoxeter 


HYPERION 

1.45 Gun'N Roses Z15 Gay Ruffian 2J50 Strath 
Royal 3.20 Ganpatl 355 Scoble Girl 430 Saint 
Joe 5.P5 Hurricane Lamp 5.35 Danyerman 


GOING: Good to Sott (Soft patches). 

0 Left-hand course. Rurtn Ol 170yd. 

• Course b SE town mar B5017. AOMtSSKM Club C15 (OAPs 
CHX TaftorsaBs CIO (CAPS £7): Centre E5. CAB PARK: Free. 

LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe — 38 winners trom 138 ormers 
BivBS a success raito ert 275%; D NJetioteon 22 from 06 (20B%); 
K Boltey 22 horn TB (Bfi-S); WMrevOawae 19 from 06 (I7M») 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P UeCoy 26 wins from 96 rides gives 
S Buccesa ratio ct 230%; N WUtemsoo 22 from Oa (15P%); R 
Johnson 14 trom tIO (C.7%); W Maralon -Q fiten-OS (SbBfli). 

• PAVOURTTES: 266 wins fri 70S races (37&N>). 

VISORED TOST THIE: Sedvtcta (HC). 


i 4C| STREBEL BOILERS NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 4YO 2m 


T1F32 GUN'N (KKES (*g (D) M Hanmoncf Tl fl..JASDttraek(3) 

221325 KINGDOM BIPBIORDO) (D) WQayT XL G Tommy 

164023 StartVALLEYfl® pD) I*raLSttail17- .Taddtef7) V 

KLONDIKE CHARGER (F248) JQU 10 V. G Hogan 

RICARDO (F190) Ms JPfcnsnflfl D Lastly 

0 SHAH300H (31) Ms P flobeson 1) 12 MWcteRfa 

00 SUIIMBIVILLE WOOD (8) A Fbthes fl 12 .—W Worthington 

SD03 WarAW>Sap4)TllW«C..._ Grey Lyms 

U3VE VB4TURE (Fi@^ Mss M Rarland 1) 7 PCarimny 


r(65) JMad 

0230 SHLLMj (F11) Mss H Knight f) 7 RThonderi 

-lldadarad- 

BETTMG: Si (Qngdom Emperor; S-2 Muetang Seefly, S-1 Rfcanft frl 
Gui-n Roaas, 7-1 Woet And See, 8-1 Ktondka Chain k, 12-1 Others 

P J DOUGLAS SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (G) £2,000 2m 4f 110yds 

-40043 SBMCTA(1S) ffR l*sMHewtef611 12 PMhmV 

-05URF IARKSHU. (7) J FitzGfflaW 7 11 4 — — L Cummins (5) 

P2043S RACING HAWK (IB) (CD) P BMan 6 it 3 TJ Murphy 

P/5004 DAIffil BLANC (18) (D)M P|pe BT 2 GSuppHiqB 

“ »CD 


2.15 


rvueoi gayruffw/ 


Mb C pyacn 12 m JlBas C Dyson 


SOfG- SUKAAB (397)6 RyOIBXB. MGrtmtep) 

■CARD ( ' 


2.50 


3.20 


4 341300 GRm<CRUSADERQ1)UmV ward 7 HO PCmtwny 

5 PyR£ CHBWDB(md^PBEeutcn7l10. GBreiBay 

B -S50QP LDUGH1LAjy(i65(D)F Jordan 8 ion RJohmon 

7 ZflPlI JENNIE'S PROSPECT (42) J J QNaI7 fl 10 — R Mc&attl (3) 

B /Fl4S II00MJO1T AIR ps) J Spoanrg 7 tl <1. -APUcCoy 

9 0P5454 RCNALPIPER08)ffl(P)AJWfcwr11*a G Hogan 

fl 632V0 TOPOM9tORnmCmMPBiWnnBt)nJOabt*i 

n 55&451 PemiKBI [38) (D) G HJabard W 10 2 _R Thornton V 

fl SOWS MR CHaSBE(F9 (Cq) UsaLSteU 8 «0_.. JV Thomlon 

-I 2 dadered- 

MMnunvmofrt 10a. True fencBttp w&gto: Ur Chrtwie* 3d tS& 
BETTING: 7-2 GarpaO, 9-2 Mon Amie, 5-1 Smifi Tbo, 7-1 Cbony Oaa, 
&-1 Janrtt’B Proepad, 1D-i Green Cnnodar, MoonDghi Air, 12-1 nthera 


3.55 


4.30 


n MF GRACE CARD [19)0 Cantidga f! t) B RThomfrmB 

FI-000 GOLDEN BAR (181) C Grant 7fl 3 S McNeil 

■T405F NORTHERN NA1KM (19) (C)W Clay 10 flO GUsWiay 

D 433SPP ESXW0KZSS(Wl(D)Jte**i»5C0 EHaOmda) 

H 00-PiP TUDOR FALCON (7) P Srofcy 5 1) 0 MrSCRnek^B 

fl 00S456 MAUHABAD(3SflHoif*hs«J9»0 FCartwry 

fl 000 CAMTTSDajGHTlim JNcrrin5100 it Duma (5) 

M 34500P 0AKBUHV(4p)ressLSttM6Ba .TShUdlp) 

6 P400QO DllNSTONlEAIHpfl WdaySUO -MrBUmy 

fl PPfPOPTWOlADiWfiBraaiiatonMUO R Massey (3) 

-IBdadared- 

BETT1NG: M Dandar Brefto.7-2 Gay Ruffian, M Sadtrido, 8*1 Racing 
Hnfc.84 MaBabad, 18-1 Uriah 9. 18-1 ftottani Ntton,2(M oites 


EDMUND NUTTALL NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (E) mares £5,000 2m 4t 

1 P2-6U2 5PWNQ HEBE (37) B Rysl B 12 0 TJ Murphy 

Z 632502 MBULENA (SB) (u)) G hUibard 8 11 7 C Honour (?) 

3 3F3F11 5C0HEGm-(S) J IrUre B O fl PwJ.- _.^BMa8(3) 

4 1-0042 HMGF0RROSffi(imTFbrste7fll1 Alhoruton 

5 *a*3 GOMARV(l7}MreCPhBpsflfl6 HJohnaon 

6 4U424F CHURCHTOWNCHANCE(42)CPcriiareaflS .. -BPowfl 

7 450360 50USSE (EO) Mrs M RwMey 5 fl 3 Jl H NaagMon (5) 

B 7SPSP PEAM.'S CHOICE (37) J IfcCDrrwhB 1) fl 3. SHcNaW 

-B declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 Go Mery, 7-2 Sootfa Girt, 4-1 Ring FtorfMa, 81 Pearfe 
Choice, 7-1 Spring Hebe, 8-1 Sooeea, 12-1 otters 

DERBY EVENING TELEGRAPH MAID- 
EN NH FLAT RACE DIV 1 (H) £2,000 2m 

1 0 AHTADOW LAD (63) l*s J Fftmon 5 Tl 5 D 

2 68 CALLF0U«EASONSnB3)lteA9iWtar*B1l5.- J: . 

3 6 CAfKMtSU (35) J AtadnsS 1> 5 E Husband (3) 

4 00 CRACKSMAN 1100) F Jordan 5 115 — JRKwanagh 

5 00 DANNV DOUTTLE p8) PJctneonST 6 M Sternal 

6 0 GENSML CLAREMONT (3S)DMctofeon 5 II 5--R Johnson 

7 GINGER METAL W Oaf 5 h 5 MrBUavy 

8 6 GOLD SCHEME (SiqGHlttard STT 5 RThorntan 

9 UANNBCENPtSKBaleySTiS-. AThonten 

fl 5 SAINT JOE (SQ (BR 0 Shenwori 5 n 5 JAUcCarthy 

11 D SMART CARD ( 16 ) PR Webber S 115 -CU weB yn 

12 WO- WIN THE TOSS PM) (Hr) G Egaton 6H5 A P McCoy 

fl 0 HUNTLEY LANE P2) P Sewi & 71 0 .WWbrtitng to n 

u lfiHSTSl YOfflt J Tuna 4 T1 0 .-A Dobbin 

E U4 BIART H4RNEU- (12) J RteGwaJd 4 fl 8 J>CarbttTy 

fl 00 TIE BIG ROCXETTE (SB) M Itoedv 5 11 0 GBradhy 

-16 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Artadoin ted, Genenri Ctaremoet, 5-1 Mary ItereU, GaS- 
(oureeaaOM, 10-t 6a(nt Joe, Win Hit ftas, 12-1 Carornfeu, 16-1 ottere 


5.05 


BIFFA WASTE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added 2m 

DFU50 ASTRAL NVASCN (19) (CtQT Writ 7 h fl. WVfbhNnflanB 

3B2P1 GIFSTGS)F(3Z)CJ)GHdHd7TI6 -PCartwry 

6UC90 HIBWCANE LAMP (44) (D) DMcholsw7T1 6— JIThOffltat 
■F5SH SMOLEf&K (4%(D) JBgryBV B RDunnady 


WA7BRAID HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
B) £10^00 added 3m 

122301 STRATH ROW- (IS) (C) (D) Oftmian CGO—M Brennan 
itrfo GSBlALCOMMAICpi) OTMftcfiitorfliiSJCartjeny 
tS3PP MPrajALVtrASEWraMsfiVItearTrsSflajtPlyk^ 
22/12. RJLL0FFIRE(®J(I^ Kwtoytl 012—. — SMcNeB 
30000 HBBES HARVEST (19)Dyflbma10flO- MrSQnefc (3) V 
SUP DANGER BAStrn (O (D) P Bomh 8 US—.T J Murphy B 
aefl. CLASS OF NDBVIW0pl8)(BF)TtiMlBr907J)TtewlW 
4F256 LORDOFTFEW6ST(iq(CIfl JJ0Ne»9T)6 AllcGnttiP) 

-1P45U SOH«=MSp1)(D)»sMR(Mfeytt1)6.._ JP Wren 

fl -644PU IDIOrSLAD¥(1A){Q(D)U8JH9nan9fl6 DLaNry 

11 0P4B1 HOOOWWCERtlflKCOJWJBfteSflO RTtflmton 

-11 deriared- 

A(rirtMn noSftt itte Truahandcao wette fftodriiherasfSft 
BETTlNe 7-4 Son Of hftft«arath Royal, M UUa lady, 81 Hennas 
Harvest 10-1 L«d OCTT* Want, 14-1 Imperial Virtage, 16-1 othera 

SEDGWICK RISK SOLUTIONS HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (D) £4,000 3m 110yds 

1 -FtEl UONAMEflS) AHobhaBT A .TJBtarahy 

2 10052 SWTHTDO® fCCJtesJPamanflng DUriy 

3 SrtCi GANFAT1 (17) (D) N TvriaorHDwes 7 p 3 XUawlyn 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 «mi SQUIRE YORK (779) (D) J 

-Bdechred- 

KTP NCiMHunieaM Lamp, 7-2 Gipsy GeoL Si Smdensk, 12-1 Btya, 
IM Aatrfl Irwaskm, 2D-1 Anothftf Conwdy, 2S1 othore 


_J) OTHjcoO (7) B 

S Wynne 

5341-3 Ftxnmi IN UHE(1^fC^MWIdnaonOTO.Jt Thornton 
5 JNe* 8110 „TJ Morphy 


0-P054 ANOTHER COMEDY (19) Rl£Q 8 R0.. 
85F30 BWA0^DMcCan6HD„. 


F5cl DERBY EVENING TELEGRAPH MA1D- 
0.00 1 EN MH puT RACE DIV 2 (H) £2,000 2m 


0 ANOTOSIHORSEflS) MMoa^er5 T 5^ RTIionenn 

0 BALLMA BOY (8qj FitzGerald 5 US — -F Leahy (3) 

0 BiACKBULLETCjl) ASreeaS T5 - TBw 

ffl DANYHHAN (19) (BF) J Jelteson 5 n 5 £Cab^ai 

HONOUR tSRBHTMTbcIwfcS n5 —..PCartwry 

0 n®UU2(3S) Mm JPtmai 5H5-. - 0 Leahy 

D RAGAN LEADS) (I^PEMtoSIIS APMcCoy 

REGAL CHANCE D Nchcfcon5 fl 5 R Massey DR 

(WO SSlKfflE ACTON (12) MMuBneajxfifl £ _SWywe 

05 SOtmCRNDOWN (10) S BmAshmS n S. JlrSOuaEfcOB 

0 AIRGIBWEROB) JOBhea* n 0 AOrfttte 

4 BARKINGATTH0iOON (74) J Macke 4 T 0 _£ Hatband p) 

COMMANCHETOHJ JONS biiO R McGrath H 

« OAMABSa)fOSaBW6flO ^LCunaWns{5] 

BUriHELADYTWfl«fl9 WWnrit wrt nn 

0 BOWUNG ON (16) fi Stickler -J O 9 .BPMafl 

-ISdadartd- 

BEnWG: !3^D*nsarfe,7-2 QatyanBm,S-T Mtriga, to-1 Honour BUM. 
Souttwrodovn, IM Hack Buflal, 181 Ba&na Boy, 20-1 other* 


- -w - -- 


\ 


■ - _*1 
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Cricket: Alec Stewart has the image, but his rival in the captaincy race has the imagination, says Derek Pringle 


Hussain the leader to excite England 



Nasser Hussain: Prepared to experiment and to gamble 


IT HAS been described as the 
most oneroos job in British 
sport, though Graham Thylor 
might have contested that par- 
ticular claim during his time in 
charge of the nation's football 
side. But if the hours are long, 
the pay modest and the frus- 
tration quotient high, it seems 
there are still people willing to 
captain England’s Test team 
and next Tuesday will see 
Michael Atherton's successor 
named at Lord’s. 

According to David 
Giaveney, the chairman of se- 
lectors, there are only two can- 
didates: Surrey’s Alec Stewart 
and the Essex and England vice- 
captain. Nasser Hussain. Un- 
surprisingly, most opinion 
favours Stewart, but that is main- 
ly because English cricket has a 
habit of taking the safe option 
and consoling the present, rather 
than risking uncertainty and ad- 
dressing the future. 


Where the Surrey man per- 
haps scores highest, is in the 
style over content category, a 
quality that Lord MacLaurin, 
the chai rman of the English 
Cricket Board, writing on the 
matter last week, appears to 
place above all others* Neat and 
freshly peeled at all times, Stew- 
art comes closest to conforming 
to the image of a captain, as 
MacLaurin the cricket fen re- 
members them from the past 

The reality is somewhat dif- 
ferent and as most opponents 
from around die world mil 
vouch, Stewart’s pristine image 
stops at his spotless whites. 
This, however, is not a critirism. 
Modem sport is tough and 
even tougher for England's 
cricketers who are still addled 
with being the torchbearers of 
some outmoded moral code. 

It is an area where Hussain 
clearly lags behind and 
MacLaurin's stated dislike of 


Cricket scoreboard 


Benson and Hedges Cup 

One day 


British Universities v Hampshire 
TOE RARKS: Nampa!**, w*h dm wScfcab 
Gtantfing, require 62 runs off 12 ovara to 
b«M BmWi Untvoratties. 

Hampst&B won loea 
BRITISH UNIVERSITIES 

•A Singh tow b Ranshaw 17 

J P Pyemont b Renshaw n 

M J CMton c Laney b Hartley _..„3 

6 R Lovendge c and b James 22 

W J House c James b Udai 3A 

L D Sutton tow b Jamas — A 

R S C Martto-Janktns run out X 

fTM B Bafcy nai out 3 

D Leather not out 42 

J R G Lawrence not out a 

Extras (to 12. w2tt nU2) —.34 

fatal (for ft 80 oxers) .809 

FWfc 1-31 2-33 84ft 482. 893 B-KXX 7-129 
8-177- 

Did not tret M K Davies 
Bowling: McLean W-2-W-0; Renshaw 
10 - 0 -Si -2; Hartley tJ-145-1; Mracarenhaa 
2-O-9-0; Udai 10-1-33-1: Jamas B-041-2. 
HAMPSHIRE 

S □ UdaJ c Baley b Martirt-JanMns 10 

J S Laney c Baiey b Mortln-JonWne B 

GW White cPyemontb Leather — T1 

•R a Smith run out O 

M Koach notout SI 

K D James st Baiey b Chiton 14 

A D kfeacarerhas ntA tut H 

Extras (BC. wl0) -20 

Total (tax 5, 38 over*) 148 

Frit 1-14. 83L 831 4-78, 5-127 
lb bat tA N Apnea, P J Harttoy, NAM 
McLean, S J Ranshaw 
Umpires: H D Bird and R Psknec 


Warwickshire v Northants 

EDOBASTOffc Northampt ons hire, with 
three wicket* standing, require 12* raw 
off 9.8 oxers to bet V W arwdt ahlm . 
BtawfcfcsWre won toss 
WARWICKSHIRE 

NVKnUttb Malcolm 21 

NM K Smith c FSotoy b “eteotoi 0 

D L Hemp c Snaps b Taylor 18 

*8 C Lara b Snaps 101 

T L Perawy c Riptay b Rose » 

D R Brown c Panberthy b Rose 52 

A F Gtes c Taytar b PBnber tt iy 4 

G Welch c Baiey b Rose 2 

tKJ Piper not out 12 

Q C Smafl b Taylor ... T9 

E S H Gkfdta not out 4 

Extras (to7. vrS. rtba - 17 

Total (for 9, 50 overs) 280 

R* 1-1 843 3-62,4-714, 5-207, M20, 7-223 
8-225, 9-2S6 

Bowling: Malcolm 10-0-50-2; Taylor 


MINOR COUNTIES 

*8 J Dean b Bowen .14 

C J Room c GaBsn b Oram — 4 

DMWtodbOowmsn 33 

M A FM bur b Bowen 0 

A R Roberts c Noon b Dtwman 8 

H N Dtotan tour b Bates 3 

tP J Wchotaon tut out 10 

P G Newman not out 28 

OB Permit not out 39 

Extras {jbawsi 16 

Tbtai (for 7, 50 cvsra) — 1S1 

Fsfl: 1-ta, 2-33, 833, 4-69 5-7B, 807. 7-®. 
□Id not bsc M A Shaipi A Octerdson 
BowBng: Bowen 182-40-2; Oram D-2481; 


5-0-1WK Brass 9-0-18-1 


10-1-57-2: Penborthy KMM2-1; 
WW1-3; Qsran 5<W7-0; Snaps 5U38-1. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
□ J Capet bGkkfins — 17 


RR Montgomerie c Knight bGMdns 9 

R J Batey c Ppsr b Sirfct J30 


R J Baiey c Ppsr b Strath ... J30 

•K M Oman e Hemp b Brown » 

A L Panbsi th y c Penney b Smith as 

F A Rose c Brown b Gin 0 

DJGSaiesc Knight bWWch 8 

J N Snaps not out 3 

10 faptey not out — 3 

Extras (fca, w3) , — .-—-11 

Tbtai (tor- 7, 40.1 overs) 137 

Fsit 1-27,230 333. 4-100, S-ttl 6-127 7-183 
Tb bat JP Taylor. DE Malcolm 
Umpires: □ J Constant sod A A Jones. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

PRPotadb Newman 22 

U Aftaal not out 54 

J E R GaSan not out n 

Extras (tot wiffl) -.12 

Tbtai pw 1.34.1 trasra) ,182 

Mfci-ai 

Kd not bat *P Johnson. R T Robinson. M 
P Dowiran, P A Stiana TW M Noon, R T 
Bsts& A R Oram, M N Bowen. 

Bowflnjp New man 8027-1; Sharp 7-1-380: 
Pennon 7-1-334); Richardson 80224): 
Roberts 88314): CWtan u-o-tw. 
Umpires: R Jufan end G I Bugess. 


Ireland v Glamorgan 

DUBUtfc Glamorgan (2pts) win by 115 

runs. 

Glamorgan won E»s 


S P Jamea b McOrum 

R D B Croft b Johnson 

A Dale e Mains b Dwyer 

•MP Maynard tow bHearaay 

P ACottaycMcCatenbCooto 

G P Butcher b Dwyer 

tA D Shaw run out 

S □ Thomas c MoBns b Cooke 

Waqar Item c Molns b Johnson .. 

D A Cosier not out 

SLWstkmnotout 

Extras OH toA era nbW) 


Extras (M. IK «A nbWJ 

Tots) (for 8, 50 overs) 

FAB: 1-43 2-93 3-ttt, 4-BQ 8«t < 
7-173 8223 8229 _ _ „ . _ . 


G L Mains tun out H 

RL Blaster few bWhtldn 0 

tA □ Patterson tow b Waqar ._ 6 

N C Jotnson tow b Waqar — A 

E Joyce st Shaw b Coder .~33B 

AROtaitapfewbOroft -2? 

KWMcCalen St Shaw b emit .1 

D Heastey c sub b Cosher J 

G Coo*® c Shaw b CMe - — ^ 

P McCrum c Croft b Dole -0 

M Dwver not Out „ — 0 


M Dwyer hot Out — 

Extra* (fa2. wM)_ 

Tbtai (for , 44 twq) — .^115 

Fall: 1 -3 2-33 833 422. 8« 894, 7-94, 

s-ttMoa ^ 

BrraUng: Waqar T-1-22-2, Watfeto 7-8ZM: 
Thomas 54-13-0; Coato KJ-12C-2: Cmfi 
*4-182; Dale 81-82; Ccttey 2-1-341 
Umpire* t i Jeety and P wSey. 


Worcestershire v Derbyshire 
WORCESTER WbrcaatmaMra, wWt ttra 
wteksta atanAig, require 47 runs off 33 
over# to beat Derbyshire. 
Wb ra fls t arafljreisonMM 
DERBYSHIRE 

•D G Cor* o Haynes b N e w port — . — 35 

i □ Bfackwel b Sheriyar — — 17 

T A IWaatsc Weston b Newport 2 

K J Bamen c Lemnordsto b Bugwurth 33 

A S Rofltos not out 70 

V P Ckuta run out 0 

tK M Krtdcan c Rhodes b Moody 1 

S D Stubbings c Lampitt b Moody 1 

P A J DaRatas not out ~~3! 

Extras (fe4, wl3 nb3} 32 

Tbtai (for 7, SO overs) —229 

FaB: 1-27. 2-73, 873, 4-123 5-123 S-tJQ 
7-134. 

DM not bab P Aktad. A J HtorisL 
Bowling: Newport 7-1-28-2; Haynes 
6 - 0 - 26 - 0 ; Shenyar T -0-24-1; Lampdt 
10-0-48-0; Moody 81-61-2: Sto g w or th 
10-1-29-1; L aad wnd ai a 2-0-23-0. 
WORCESTERSHIRE 
W P C Wtaton c Hams b DefteHaa — 10 

VS Soferid c Harris b DeFreftas -5 

G AHckcandbBamea -57 

*T M Moody b Harris ... 29 

G R Haynes e Code b OerXa -35 

D A LMtnardale c and b Barnett A 

S R Lamp® not out — W 

IS j Rhodes txjt out . — W 

Extras (b4, to*, w3) — 

■fatal {tor S. 4*j3ovari) ■-« 

Fait 1-13 80, 873 4-m8Wl81» 

Tb bat R K fagworttv P J Nawport. A 

Unp& J W Holder and R A WNtoe 


Leicestershire v Lancashire 

LBCESTBL Lancashire, wRh the wfokata 
standing, require 37 runs off 4^ onrara to 
beet Lsicas tsrahb a- 
ta n ca shira won toss 
LEKESTERSMRE 

D L Maddy not out —136 

I JSutcSHacHeggt) Martin 4 

B F SmUt few b files SO 

PV Simmons not oat — 25 

Extras (bl ton wh n to) -3B 

fbtei (tar 2. 50 ovetv^ 283 

FMt 1-13 2-219 

DMncxbac: A Habh *C C Lsnra 1PA Nbon. 
D J Mk* D VHfamson, A D MHaty, J M 
DaMn. 

BowOnacWasm tWM; Merfin 130481; 
Chappie W-BA4* Auattn 94J-594); Vbtes 
90481; Flntoff 24KS4L 
LANCASHIRE 

M A Atherton e Maon b UjMy — 12 

A FlntoffcHaUbb Simmons 23 

J PGmtoy b Lewt* 88 

NHFtortxoiherbMtMy 88 

G D Lloyd not out -.16 

*Vfcsm Akron c Smith b Lewis 4 

I D Austin not oid _..12 

Extras (bt bia wit rto2) — -24 

Tbtai (tar s, 432 avers) ——JOT 

Path 1-3Q 247. 8233. 4-214, 82® 
fabato^ TW K Hegg, G farea. G Cbappta P 
JMvtki 

Umpiram K E Pettier and J F Stasis. 


Today’s fixtures 
Benson and Hodges Cup 

(OnmOiyr 1 LOJ 

CANTB«im Kant vGftaceMBMftlra. 
TRENT BRB3GE:No M nflftsrrahrevljaoa 


LMLITHGOWt Scofland v MMt 
HOWeSusaravEnax. 


Notts v Minor Counties 

TKSNT BRIDGE: Nottinghamshire (2pt*) 
wtnbyntoe wfaket*. 

f J ntrjn fj ho mithlra won 1033 


Tomorrow's fixtures 
AXA League 
(OntdMfllO) 

LDRiyS: Mddasex v Gramgan 
ARUMDELrSutara v Hampshire 
THOngSTBfc W tatea toraHre v Durham 


Test of character;| 
how the two 
candidates fare in 
the ratings game 



Minusies-. 


. Hussain; Vfotertfle an^^ 
prsdtetabte. inexperience^ 
5S captein- .' 7--T^r^ \ 
Stewart; ... SqUeskyi-^an- 
BtjsgjG, rid dewier friarilhe- 
crease -irt life vW^fES-rStaftl 
tWrikec tolerates imdSa : 



Msrl ■iiiln firlVii T* 
(snwt, sharavsn^Bn^ 


Husstrin: Sispectifpdgfv 
- 1 ' feintBBgentenoaghto bite ‘ 
'j hia tongue - and remove 


Stewart: Top-riofch;.! VVai 
' teep sponsors tiappy un- 
• less (Xodudfe.ctxijM'^f 
C he is already en- 

;:.fioisirig. ‘ . VL‘. *’ 


Street cred 


Hussdfri: Lfloas > 

•caps anohas pcwity ade- 


Stewart Ortfy with thdae 
who Bob the dean fines of 


Photograph: Allsport 


TfiunderlMs puppets. 


Alec Stewart: Has added flexibility to experience 


stubble, baseball caps and gum 
chewing, while primarily a thin- 
ly veiled snipe at Atherton, can 
also be applied to Hussain. 
Perhaps it is fortunate for the 
Essex man, that the chairman 
has only the right to veto the 
captain chosen, rather than ap- 
point him. 

Yet in the same breath, 
MacLaurin admits that cricket 
needs to attract more young 
people, something Hussain's 
dashing cool would surely do, 
particularly to those whose in- 
terest in the game Is perhaps 
marginal. Surety then, big Mac 
cannot have his burger and 
then expect to eat it as welL 

At the business, rather than 
the PR end of the job, ie what 
happens on the field, the dif- 
ferences between the two can- 
didates are even more 
pronounced. If Stewart has the 
image, it is Hussain who bas the 
imagination. 


England apart, Hussain has 
been schooled in a winning en- 
vironment at Essex, something 
that Stewart, has experienced in 
the last two years, and then only 
at one-day level. Knowing bow 
to deliver victory from promis- 
ing positions . is crucial in Test 
matches and it remained Ather- 
tbn's weakest point throughout 
bis long. reign as the England 
captain. 

Dave Gilbert, formerly the 
coach at Surrey and now Sus- 
sex’s director of cricket re- 
members Stewart's leadership 
as being strictly by the boot 
“At Surrey, Alec was very reg- 
imented as a captain,’' said 
Gilbert, “though I think he’s 
had his eyes opened since 
Adam Hollioake took over. If 
he does get the England job, 
I think he’d be a lot more flex- 
ible than he was a few years 
ago." 

Being damned with feint 


praise is not Hussain's style, 
which is both imagina tive and 
bold. But while some believe 
him to be selfish - batting has 
always been a fairly selfish pur- 
suit - others, notabty Keith 
Fletcher, believe he reads situ- 
ations on fee field better and 
quicker than most 

“Nasser is very aware as a 
captain,” says, Fletcher, “He is 
less inclined to do fee obvious. 
Of course there is nothing 
wrong with the obvious pro- 
viding you’ve got a couple of 
world-class strike bowlers, but 
England have not He's pre- 
pared to try things and gamble 
a little, which his what you have 
to do wife a bowling attack like 
England’s. He also talks well 
to both players and press." 

Inevitably, both players have 
their pros and cons and 
Graveney and his fellow selec- 
tors, Graham Gooch and Mike 
Gatling, wifl no doubt have 


chewed them over a 100 times. 
However, by far the most im- 
portant factor if England are to 
play a five-man bowling attack, 
is Stewart’s value as a batsman 
who keeps wicket 

When batting, Stewart is at 
his best when fee ball is bounc- 
ing above the knee roll of his 
pads. Ideally then, he needs to 
bat in fee top three. Against 
South Africa, and Australia lat- 
er in fee year, he needs to bat 
at his best and keep wicket al- 
most as well. 

Burdening him with the 
captaincy on top of this vital 
all-round role would be asking 
too much aud undoubted 
fiber-player that he is, it invites 
the sort of compromise that 
one former England captain 
believes will give South Africa 
a 10 per cent advantage before 
a bail is bowled. In any case, 
the official reason given for 
him relinquishing the cap- 


Lara on rapid fire for landmark century 


Mike Carey 
at Edgbascon 


WjrwJdtshire 260-9; 
Nor t hamptonshire B9 
WoAvicfcs/Hrt wbt by 71 runs 


YOU MAY think feat Brian 
Lara has already achieved more 
than most in bis cricketing life, 
bur until yesterday a one-day 
century for Mferwickshire had 
eluded him. His hundred from 
a mere 86 balls put feat right and 
paved the way for a victory 
over Northamptonshire in fee 


Benson and Hedges Cup which 
was more straightforward than 
either side dared have anticipate. 

Lara was dearly in fee mood 
right from the start and although 
fee occasional baD got past his 
bat, mostly he treated fee bowl- 
ing wife contempt, with the ho- 
nourable exception of his West 
Indian colleague Franktyn Rose, 
and some strokes were breath- 
taking even tty his standards. 

At 62 for 3, there was plenty 
of scope for Lara's decision to 
bat first to misfire; but be made 
his first 50 runs out of 65 from 


45 balls and Norfeamptooshire 
did not quite know how and 
where to bowl at him. 

Dougie Brown was an ideal 
foil, not only allowing his captain 
most of the strike but eveiy now 
and then unveiling an exquisite 
or thunderous stroke of his own. 
They did pretty well much as they 
liked in adding 93 together in 16 
overs for fee fifth wicket. 

Lara completed his second 
50 from 41 deliveries, picking off 
balls that were barely short of 
a length or giving himself room 
to play glorious strokes through 


the covers. He improvised once 
too often against Jeremy 
Snape’s off-spin when, wife nine 
overs remaining, beseemed ca- 
pable of taking "Warwickshire 
wdi beyond 300. 

It scarcely mattered. An im- 
pressive, penetrative spell wife 
the new ball by Ed Giddins 
quickly undermined Northamp- 
tonshire. Moving the ball 
around from a full length and 
good off-stump line, he re- 
moved Richard Montgomerie 
and David Capel and also had 
Rob Bailey dropped first bad. 


Hampshire stalled Atherton’s early exit 


David Llewellyn 
at the Parks 


British Universities v Hampshire 


THE WEATHER may have 
been unseasonably wet but that 
was no excuse for Hampshire 
finding themselves bogged 
down as they did -against the 
cream of British Universities. 
They found runs in general dif- 
ficult to come by, and Robin 
Martin- Jenkins in particular 
awkward to play. 

Hie Sussex all-rounder ac- 
counted for a couple of unex- 
pectedly early wickets,- having 
pinch-hitter Shaun Udal and- his 
opening partner Jason Laney 
caught behind very cheaply. 
Those losses, and fee further 
dismissals of Giles White, cap- 
tain Robin Smith and Ktrvan 
James left Hampshire in a state 
of shock. It needed some bard 
graft on the part of Matthew 
Keech, who scored a deserved 
half-century, to restore their 
near-squandered fortunes. 

Mind you these students are 

so soft touches: fee bulk of the 
Squad have first class experience 
whh counties, and one of them. 


Greg Loveridge, has played a 
Test for New Zealand. It ex- 
plained, in part, how they were 
able to fight back from fee 
dire situation of seven down for 
129 into the relative re- 
spectability of their final totaL 

It just needed a touch of steel 
from Martin-Jcnkms and his 
eighth-wicket partner David 
Leather. Tbgeiher the pair of 
them played wife a maturity that 
later seemed beyond their more 
experienced opponents and pa- 
tiently added 48 in 12 overs. 

Even when Marlin -Jenkins 
departed, run out for 39, the 
good work continued. Leather 
doubling his score before he ran 
out of overs. At no point did 
Hampshire seem able to turn 
the screw. In fact they made life 
difficult by contributing 20 
wides to the Students* cause. 

They had opportunities 
enough, not least when James 
had accounted for Loveridge 
and Luke Sutton in his second 
over and moments later took a 
marvellous catch running in 
same 15 yards to bang un to WiH 
House's attempted sweep, sad- 
ly they seemed unable to exploit 
any of them. 


MrKE ATHERTON’S early 
dismissal yesterday left Lan- 
cashire struggling as they 
chased Leicester’s formidable 
target of 284 in the Benson and 
Hedges Cup tie ax Grace Road. 

The former England captain 
was caught by Paul Nixon off 
Alan Muiiafly for 12, with Lan- 
cashire desperately needing a 
win after losing their opening 
group match. 

Atherton's opening partner, 
Andrew Flint off. was caught by 
Aflab Habib off PhD Simmons 
for 23 and it was left to Neil Fair- 
brother and the acting captain, 
John Crawley, to lead fee fight- 

back. 

Lancashire were 56 for 2 af- 
ter 15 J avers and needed some- 
one to produce a performance 
like thm of Leicestershire's Dar- 
ren Muddy, who sooted a career- 
best unbeaten 136. 

Maddy. with Ben Smith, 
stnjckarcawd-brcakingsecond- 
wickd stand of 2 fl 6 after lam Sut- 
cliffe's early dismissal. Smith 
was dismissed for 90 hy off-spin- 
ner Gary Yates. Phi! Simmons 
then arrived at the crease and hit 
a swift 25 off 19 balls as Leices- 
tershire made 283 for 2. 


The Minor Counties freed a 
tough match at Notting- 
hamshire, but a late partnership 
by Paul Newman (26) and 
David Penned (39) took their 
score to 161 for 7. 

Nottinghamshire's fighlback 
was not helped tty the early loss 
of Paul Pollard (22), bowled by 
Newman, but they had reached 
53 for one off 14.5 avers. 

Glamorgan's Robert Croft 
scored 67 and Tony Cottey an 
unbeaten 54 to help the Welsh- 
men's cause as they left Ireland 
chasing 230 for 9 in Dublin. 

And Ireland made a poor 
start on 36 for 4 after just 10 
overs, Waqar Younis claiming 
two of the wickets. 

• The Australian leg spinner 
Shane Warne’s injured shoul- 
der is not as bad as initially 
feared. Vfarne was expected to 
be out of action for up to 
eight months after hurting his 
right shoulder on Australia’s re- j 
cent tour oF India and the . 
United >yab Emirates, but an 
examination of the shoulder re- 
vealed that fee damage was not 
as bad as expected aud be 
could be hack in training with- 
in four weeks. 
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L^WESTWOCH5 ? tit^ first 

pleased with fee-stsrt-aiid : fee 
finish hnt not much mJbetweftn 
when he finalty got to^d^cjife 
first round m the BaSs^Opeq.' 

Having been waiting to tee 
off when play waS' first snsr 
pended on Thursday morning, 
fee 25-year-old froth Wbrksop 
diipped zn for an eag|c at the 
10th, his first hole, and then fin? 
ished eagle- birdie yesterday. : 

His fotuT-under 68 left him 
four strokes off the lead held by 
Swede Patrik Sjoland. He was 
two ahead of his-countiyman- 
Klas Eriksson, who hotedinone 
at fee fourth hole immediately 
after Martin Gates had 
.achieved fee same feat in the 
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Photograph: Daily Mirror 


taincy at Surrey, was so he 
could concentrate on his wick- 
et-keeping. 

Although no one deserves 
the honour of captaining his 
country more, the idea of pick- 
ing Stewart as a stop-gap is ut- 
ter nonsense. Even Wasinr 
Akram has said as much, and 
he knows more than a thing or 
two about captaining in the 
short term. 

Instead, it is time for Eng- 
lish cricket to be bold, There has 
been too much pussyfooting 
about tty fee England Cricket 
Board in fee name of change. 
Hussain may not be fee ideal 
candidate - they appeared to 1 
dry up after Mike Brearley - 1 
but along with Adam HoQioake, 
whose name as England’s one- 
day captain should also be an- 
nounced on Tuesday, be is fee 
most exciting. And it is excite- 
ment, not inertia that fee game 
needs in order to flourish. 


previous group.; . 

Westwood said: *1 played 
awful Z missed a lot of greens, 
but my putting kept me .in it. 
The greens were .still good and ; 
T don’t think we would have 
played on many other courses 
after all' the 'rain. ” 

The pair-five eighth hole on 
fee Castelconturbia course was 
shortened by 135 yards to 385, 
the usual length for a short par- 
four, and produced a multitude 
of birdies audits fair share of 
eagles. Westwood hit a three- 
wood and a wedge to four feet 
for his eagle, while. Jose -Maria 
Olazabal finished birdie-eagle 
at fee eighth and ninth to also 
reach four under. Jarmo 
Sandelin closed birdie-eagle-ea- 
gle to be on the same mark. . 

The rain, which had contin- 
ued for 36 hours, finally stopped 
in the morning but it still took 
six hours’ hard work by the 
greenkeeping staff - to enable 
play to resume at 2pm. 

And wife the carrot of 234 
yards shaved off the course, but 
fee par of 72 unaltered, fee' 
scoringwas easy. Deqpftefoe sog^ 
gin ess underfoot, preferred lies 
and greens which were stJU 
rolling well brought tbe anile 
back to the half of fee field ^ who 
got to complete their first rounds. 

The second half of fee draw 
will attempt to play two rounds 
today. The plan is for fee sec- 
ond round to be finished by 
Sunday lunchtime, allowing a 
cut to be made and a final 18 
holes played that afternoon. 

However, the weather fore- 
cast for the weekend is worse 
than for the first 'two days. 

Scores, page 19 
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Clay spares 
Brite blushes 


Cycling 


ByRotrinNichoU 


i^orri 1 


Ws d, 


^Tih-' rr ‘ 

V'Sy. - 


- 

?W:r 


I . - 


JON CLAY kept the all- 
conquering Brite team’s repu- 
tation intact wife a stage victory 
after then tactics were spiked by. 
punctures on fee opening day 
of the Travelwise four-day Tbur m 

of Lancashire. 

The Yorkshire man, 12years Rls - 

a professional, is within one 
second of the overall leader, ; 

Kevin' Dawson, who ’finished i J|» 
third behind Clay- and Mark ' l^vQf/jL « 
McKay at fee end of a testing llkt 5 QC 
595 miles in the Peak District - • . i ^ 
near Oldham. l ^ilr- 

“I was not happy with fee . ] • 

way fee race went,” Clay said. rr • . 

“Tb have only one of us in a . -jyt^ : . . .. 
break of eight riders was not the ■ . .■ . ‘ 

way we like it. That is why my ^ 

team were chasing although I --■-••• . ^ 

was wife fee leaders. I could not . *5 V. u ! ' ,v - "" 

share the pace -making with my - i r 1 

co-leaders because of this. I just ft?*- 

had to sit in." ' 

His team-mates David Han- . ... ' f *-*r , 7 .* ' 
ner and Chris ’Walker were de- _; . .-J_. ' ‘ 'n. : : ... ■' 

layed by punctures, so onty . . ' f gT 5 ^ 

Clay was able to counter when ^feri ,'n v . : 
the decisive escape came after • '^1 . v 1 • • 

36 miles. He has now won three = L^-. 
Premier Calendar races this ' 

year, and fee other four Premier v/^(| 

races have fallen to his team . , • \ 

Dawson knows well fee mis- . 

ery of punctures. They have ■ * L- - 

plagued him in recent races :■ •* ■ 

even when he gave Britain a seo i-j.. ■ 

ondpIacxi mtheTburbfGuade- . . *• V*ts-", ! R ‘ : * : 
loupe. “Perhaps my bad hick is V ; •: 

over now,” he said, having tak- . .' 0 ^ 1 ' 

en the leader’s yellow jersey by *: ... 

winning four of the intermedi- l;: ? 

ate sprints. - 

That effort earned hima 12- 
second deduction from his race - ‘ ;- ’ 

time and ebtfeied wfth a five- ^ " 

second bonus for third place lift- _ 
ed him above Clay for today's . , ^ ' 

73 J miles from Bolton to Hoi- vj 1 , 
combe near Ramsbottonr. ' ' ' 
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Oliver’s throwback style winning attention and fights 

OLIVER S smile is imnnnnni .w' j; i: 1 i . ..... ' fill «»vnrcssioil- Devakov lo 


s smi k is important 

~dp^ , !0 wh b r erheh ^ idin 

where ^ DO doubts about 

fA Sir L h ed rad w hai he is goin« 
to do when he gets there. * 

_J? *? era , thal has seen bravado become 
^'ng’s current', Oliver is a 
towbaefc; nice kid, dedicated inpLol 

muD ^ UWC Z niy 10 ** who Lc 

put up against him. 

of a 1x30111 boxer 23-year- 
2J.S?" »"*■*. Hertfordshire trades in 
qualities that made him a shoe-in for the 

ceiwri i ^bler of the Year award he re- 
ceived last week at the British boxing writ- 


ers’ annual dinner. On display alongside 
ihe European Championship bell when he 
sat down with Dcvakov a few days ago it 
carries the legacy of 18 previous winners 
who went on lo become world champions. 

if Oliver’s manager, the former heavy- 
weight Jess Harding, was carrying things 
a bit far when suggesting a bci for char- 
ily that the future could hold a victory over 
Naseem Homed (if the World Boxing Or- 
ganisation featherweight remains in the 
9st division) faith in his fighter’s world ti- 
tle potential is understandable. 

On the hasis of Oliver’s 14 straight pro- 
fessional victories, and especially the 
form showed earlier this year when stop- 
ping the former international Boxing 
Federation champion Fabrice Bcnichou of 
France in a title defence, no super-ban- 


A young British fighter with world title ambitions realises 
one of his boxing dreams tonight Ken Jones reports 


tamwcighl can afford to take him lightly. 

Looking ahead to the prospect of hook- 
ing up with the winner of the World Box- 
ing Council contest between the Mexican 
title-holder Erik Morales and the Las Vc- 
gas-based Ulsterman Wiyne McCullough, 
he said, “Wb’rc looking at a world title shot 
before the end of the year. If McCullough 
comes through I'll be his first defence. 1 
think McCullough’s style is made for me 
although it will be a lough fight. A big mon- 
ey fight too because I think it would sell 
well over here.” 

Oliver's burgeoning popularity can be 
found in the fact that his appearance 


tonight at be Albeit Hall has brought in 
£50,000 in advance bookings. “Jess [Hard- 
ing] has done a terrific job,” Oliver added, 
“and now it's starting to pay off. ” 

Radiating confidence, Oliver looks for- 
ward to showing his bands at the Albert 
Had where many outstanding contests took 
place before escalating costs forced pro- 
moters to look elsewhere. “I’ve always had 
(his thing about baring there," Oliver said, 
“and oow it’s going to happen." 

Coming forward as the European Box- 
ing Union mandatory challenger. Devakov 
is not e x p ected to cause Oliver serious prob- 
lems but the champion knows that this is 


not the time to be taking unnecessary 
chances. “From what Fveseen Devakov is 
a typical east European fighter, similar in 
style to those I fight asan amateur. Doesn t 
h»ng bard, but comes to you and throws a 
lot of punches." 

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union 
life has changed considerably for the 30- 
yeax-old Ukrainian whose boxing skills 
brought many benefits under the old sys- 
tem. As an international sportsman De- 
vakov was provided with an apartment and 
all his needs were met by the state. “Now 
I have to fight fora living," he said through 
an interpreter. “It has not been easy but 
wc have to live with the ebangps." He hopes 
to a home in Israel with his Jewish 
wife and their young child. 

Gaunt, with piercing eyes and a dole- 


ful expression, Devakov lost a points de- 
cision to Vincenzo Be least ro in April 1995 
when attempting lo gain the vacant Euro- 
pean super-bantamweight tide before win- 
ning the unconsidercd International Boxing 
Organisation crown almost two years ago 

with a four-round stoppage of Luis Guz- 
man in Kiev. Since undefeated, Devakov 
was first seen in the UK last October when 
be outpointed Carl Allen in a six rounder 
at Muswell Hill. 

Now established as a real up and corn- 
er in British boxing, Oliver’s style, one 
that requires him to absorb punish- 
ment, suggests that he wQl not have a long 
career but a world championship is 
certainly not beyond him. The victory ex- 
pected tonight will set him up for the real 
business. 


Holgate changes spots 
to fit Wigan’s template 


STEPHEN HOLGATE is one 
of a dwindling band at Wiean. 
The cut-price signings of their 
couple of years in the semi- 
wilderness — Jan Sherratt, Lee 
Hansen, Stuart Lester, Doc 
Murray, Paul Koloi - where are 
they now? 

Keighley and Lancashire 
Lynx, thaL’s where. But not 
Holgate; th anks to his success 
in re-inventing himself, he is at 
Wembley. 

What is more. Holgate, an 
under-employed substitute for 
most of his first season at Cen- 
tral Park, will be starting the 
|jl game in a position he had hard- 
ly played before this year. 

“I once complained to my 
coach at Workington that I 
wasn’t gening enough of the ball 
in the second row, so he put me 
at prop to get smashed around 
a bit," he says. 

It was as a second row that 
Wigan signed him for Work- 
ington almost 15 months ago, 
but his impact was limited and 
the club’s returning coach. John 
Monie, knew at first glance 
that he wasn't his idea of a sec- 
ond row. 

Monie likes long-striding 
back-rowers, who can gel into 
wide positions and create a bit 
of chaos. Holgate, more of a 
compact, dogged midfield 
grafter, did not fit the template 
at ati- 
lt was a pre-season firiend- 
«| ly, ironically back on Cumbri- 
^ an territory at Whitehaven, that 
proved the turning point. The 
word was that Holgate was on 


A cut-price signing has reinvented himself to 
become a key figure in today’s rugby league 
Challenge Cup final. Dave Hadfield reports 


his way out, with Hull, Castle- 
ford and Halifax all monitoring 
developments as Monie 
stepped up his clear-out. 

“I thought it was going lo be 
my last game for Wigan, so I 
might as well give it my best 
shot. He must have been quite 
impressed, because he called me 
in and told me that he didn’t 
want me to go." 

One of Monie’s new sign- 
ings. Tony Mestrov, broke a fin- 
ger, which gave Holgate an 
extended run at prop and, when 
Mestrov was ready to return, it 
was at the expense not of ihe 
converted Cumbrian but of 
Neil Cowie and Terry O’Con- 
nor, both of whom have packed 
down in the front row for Great 
Britain but will be on the bench 
this afternoon. 

Along with the change of po- 
sition, Holgate found that he 
had to undergo a change of at- 
titude. 

“Last year I was only doing 
what I had lo in training, but I've 
looked around and seen that 
players like Andy Farrell and 
Denis Betts are always doing a 
bit extra. In the end. that shows. 

“1 haven’t had to get any 
heavier. In fact. I’ve lost weight, 
but I've improved my upper 
body strength.’’ 

Holgate’s transition recalls 
another Wigan player of recent 


times, who was originally brand- 
ed as being too small for second 
row, then too small for prop, but 
became one of the best forwards 
in the world. 

“He reminds me of Andy 
Platt,” says Cowie, appreciative 
of his rival, despite his own dis- 
appointment “The way he’s 
built, the way be takes the ball 
in. His work-rate is really good 
and he docs the things that 
coaches like." 

Players like Cowie and 
O'Connor might happily go 
back to the days when props 
were props and. barring an 
arm or leg falling off, played for 
80 minutes, but the game isn’t 
like that any more. 

“John has been rotating the 
four of us for the last few 
weeks," says Holgate. “I know 
that I might only be on for the 
first 20 minutes. It’s a question 
of packing as much as possible 
into the time you have on the 
field." 

It is Holgate’s ability to do 
that, particularly in defence, that 
has won him the vote today. 
Against a Sheffield Eagles side 
whose strongest department is 
its from row, those early ex- 
changes could be crucial. 

Holgate’s one regret is that 
his mother will not be at Wem- 
bley to see him battle through 
them. “She's had to go into hos- 


pital for an operation for gall- 
stones. She tried to have the op- 
eration put back, but they 
wouldn’t do that. 

“She was in hospital when I 
played for England as well, but 
my dad will be there." 

It was Ellery Hanley's se- 
lection of Holgate to play 
against France in 1995 that 
first nudged him into public no- 
tice, but this is a much bigger 
match and one that he wants to 
experience as much of as pos- 
sible. 

“John normally says some- 
thing before the game to tel] you 
how long you're going to be on. 
The idea is to keep up the in- 
tensity for as long as possible. 
With Neil and Terry on the 
bench, he's always got other op- 
tions.” 

It's a 17-man game these 
day, coaches are always saying, 
so does it really matter who gets 
first crack at the Eagles this af- 
ternoon? 

“It certainly matters to the 
players who start,” says Monie. 
“It's an honour to be in the start- 
ing team at Wembley, even 
though the two coming off the 
bench might get more time on 
the field than the starters." 

There’s another way of de- 
termining that it still matters. 
Look around the Wigan props 
on the day that their line-up was 
announced and only two were 
smiling. They were Tony Me- 
strov and - with an extra grin 
that summed up the way he has 
jumped the queue - Stephen 
Holgate. 



Stephen Holgate: Switch in position and attitude 


Photograph; Simon Wilkinson 


Watson treads the Wembley way after changing his ways 



Watson: Chequered history 


Sporting Digest 


DAVE WATSON has his op- 
portunity ihfe afternoon to make 
sure that his chequered career 
in Britain will be remembered 
for his ability to cause problems 
on the field, rather than off h. 

Watson plays at Wembley 
this afternoon for his sixth Eng- 
lish dub. Sheffield Eagles tak- 
ing a chance where others 
would have said “never again.” 

Among his escapades are a 
positive test for cannabis, an- 
other test side-stepped and var- 
ious drink-driving offences. 


McCord’s double ambition 


Basketball 

TWICE already this season 
John McCord has proved to be 
the man for the big occasipn. 
And if the Ivy Leaguer from 
Cornell University revels in the 
• • thkwi^kftnd his 


Budweiser Championships in- 
tent on preventing history be- 
ing made. 

If London Towers, Birm- 
ingham Bullets or Manchester 
Giants win the play-offs it will 


Cornell Unm^ity revels in the uianis win uic « — 

limelight again this weekend his be the first time m the ; lea #\ 
performanrecould lift Thames history that different dubs 
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\&lley Tigers to a double, writes 
Richard Taylor. 

. ; McCord was voted Most 
^Valuable Player in their Na- 
tional Cup Final triumph in 
January and again in the All 
Star Game in March. He 
comes to Wembley for the 


QJML’iy - 

have won the four domestic ti- 
tles. 

McCord, a graduate m ap- 
plied economics and business 
management, spurned several 
glamorous basketball pro- 
grammes to go to the academ- 
ically demanding Cornell. 


England hope for testing time 
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Hockey 

ENGLAND’S teams continue 
their World Cup preparations 
today with the men playing 
Belgium in Brussels and the 
women tackling the Nether- 
lands today and tomorrow m the 
Frock# Stadium in Utrecht, 
one of the two venues for the 

Cup, writes BfflCblwill 

Having completed bis team 
line-up during the week with to 

A Saion of David 

second goalkeeper, coach Barry 
Dancer will be looking for 

stronger opposition toao that 

wcmtiand. Whies and 


**• 
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France over the past two week- 


ends. Belgium, however, are un- 
likely to oblige but a more 
thorough test will be supplied 
by New Zealand, who England 
face soon afterwards in an 
attractive double header- 
The women’s convincing vic- 
tories in the Four Nations’ 
Tournament in Massachusetts 
which ended last weekend pro- 
vide plenty of optimism, but a 
clearer picture of progress wfll 
be possible after this week- 
end’s rwo-game series against 
the Dutch, and then against the 
world and Olympic Champions, 
Australia, at MB too Keynes on 
toe 12th and 14to May. 


*Tve been a bad man at 
times,” says Whtson, “In feet, 
playing rugby league is the only 
thing I've bean good at.” Wil- 
son's talent has rarely been in 
doubt, only the stability of his 
lifestyle. 

“That’s why this game 
means so much to me. It’s toy 
chance to show that Tm really 
a pretty good player. I'm in the 
right frame of mind to have a 
big game at Wembley.” 

After leaving Britain under 
a cloud, Wilson played with dis- 


Agassi steals 
thunder from 
second seed 

Tennis 

ANDRE AGASSI dodged 
sprinkles of rain - and one 
migh ty thunderclap -oc his way 
to a 6-2, 6-2 win over the second 
seed Jonas Bjorkman to reach 
(he semi-finals of the BMW 
Open in Munich yesterday. 

The world No 20 wasted no 
time, breaking Bjorkman in 
the first game and needing just 
59 minutes under darkening 
skies to surge to his third career 
win against the Swede. 

A chilly crowd wanned to 
Agassi in toe first game of the 
second set when he hid behind 
a ball boy after a sharp clap of 
thunder, but there were few real 
scares for the eighth seed. 

The rapid-fire match was in 
stark contrast to toe day’s first 
day court marathon. It took 
nearly three hours for the 
Spaniard Galo Blanco to win a 
ha ^lming duel 7-5, 5-7, 7-6 over 
the Swede Tomas NydahL 

Blanco, ranked 54th on toe 
ATP Tour, now faces Agassi for 
the first time. 

“It was a difficult situation, 
having to wait so long, but I 
played some reafiy solid tennis," 
Agassi said. 


After a troubled past, a Sheffield Eagle has 
landed on his feet Dave Hadfield reports 


Unction for Cronutia, Gold 
Coast and the South Queens- 
land Crushers. When the 
Crushers folded, however, his 
wife contacted bis old Bradford 
coach, Peter Fox. to see whether 
there were any likely lifelines 
from Britain. 

“Peter knew that John Rear 
wanted a stand-off at Sheffield 
and the club has takea me on 


Local heroes 
leave Doohan 
way behind 

Motorcycling 

MICHAEL DOOHAN, the 
world 500cc champion, could 
manage only the lltb-festest 
time in yesterday’s first quali- 
fying session for tomorrow’s 
Spanish Grand Prix at Jerez. 

Local favourites Carlos 
Checa and Alex CriviUe domi- 
nated the session with the lop 
two times. Italy’s Mat Biaggi 
was third fastest, to put Honda 
in the first three places. Checa 
snatched provisional pole from 
Criville in the closing minutes. 

Doohan finished lJsec be- 
hind Checa and the Australian 
will have to improve consider- 
ably to make the front row of 
toe grid in today’s final practice. 

Japan's Tbdayuki Okada on 
a Honda was fifth, sandwiched 
between the ModenasKR3sof 
■American Kenny Roberts Jar 
arid German Ralf Waldmann. 

The 125cc practice was dom- 
inated by Italian and Japanese 
riders, who claimed the top 
eight positions. Roberto Lo- 
catelli took provisional pole 
ahead ofNoboru Ueda. \felenti- 
no Rossi picked himself up un- 
harmed after a crash early in toe 

250cc practice. 


as a risk. More than anything, 
I fee) I’ve got something to 
prove to my family. They're the 
ones I let down more than any- 
one else.” 

It is that family, especially his 
two. young children, who keep 
him on the straight and narrow 
now. “I don’t get the chance to 
go out that much any more,” be 
says of his old ways. “Sheffield 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Detroit 7 Taras Z 
Kaitsss Qty 7 Toronto 4; Tempe Bay 2 Mrv 
nasota 0; Saftimora 4 CWcaga wrift Sax 1; 
Anaheim 7 Boston 2; OeJdand 5 Cleveland 
2 ; New Yankees 9 Seattle B f» mmnpt 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: San DteQO 4 Florida 
1 ; Manta 6 San Francfcco 0; Ccfcvedo 4 New 
'itnfc Mots 0 ; Los Angeles W Pittstxrgh 6; 
Chicago Cubs B St Lous & 

Basketball 

NBA PLAYOFFS FVw round (aH aeries 
best of five): Eastern Conference : indh 
ana8Q Ctevnand 71 fbxfisn a win series 3- 
7); NawVtxrfc 90 Miami 85 feerfes tied 2-2). 
Western Conference; Setetie 82 Mmesota 
SB (series tied 2-2): LA Latent 710 Rantanel 
99 (Lakers win series 3-f) 

Boxing 

The CotomUan MauridoPastrarw re- 
tained his (ntemattortal BoKbg Fed- 
eration junior ttywergtit title on 

R^fflrfhdonesia with 90 seccncteJart 
in the foulh round. 

Cycling 

TRAVEUHSE TOUR OF LANCASHIRE 


5 J HendefBoiriSritisii IWwraWes) 
6'S few (POM Sport) al same time as the 
wtanecOraral poeMona: 1 Dawson 23123 
2 Cby plus one second 3 McKay +2»c 4 
Rantf +T35sec 5 Henderson +1Mae& 5= 

Bray at 

ROUND THE HENNMOB1T0WER RACE 
(FrantfUrtJ. 206km, Tbp finishers: 1 F 
BafdBto (h£5jr0rnin Hsee2 BLaraer (Den) 

Cornel 

van Heeseft (NethJ pka aevenssconds 10 
Erft Zabsl (tkr) 11 BZtagfSwtQ 12 S 
Ivanov fRus) 13 R Qrabedi (uef) 14 A IQ- 
er (Get) IS L Brocharii (Ft) afl sit 

Football 

The former Bigland defender Gary 
Stevens is being released by First Di- 
vfefcfl Tranmera Stevens, 35, is ap- 


I0d the MerseyskJws from 
Ranflws lor £35QOOO in C94 
Teenage fi£-back Robbie StDckdale 
has been given a fot* year co n t ra c t 
with Middlesbrough 
Brazilian nWMder Junttio hopes to 
make Ns comeback after three 
months out wtti a serious leg injury 
this Suiday for ABedco Madid. 
Evertonfc women's team go into their 


give me licence to do whatever 
I want on the field. The differ- 
ence is that I look after myself 
off toe field now.” 

Sheffield do not want 'Wfet- 
son to become too convention- 
al. “He’s a wild-card personality 
and a wild-card player,” says the 
dub’s general manager, Ralph 
Rimmer. Or, as Kear puts ic 
"We’re a very well organised 
side, but we needed a game- 
breaker - someone who can 
produce the unpredictable." 

At 30, Vfetson is still as wiry 


last match ot the season against hosts 
Whval lionesses tomorrow as the 
nawty crowned Premier League 
champions because their nearest 
challengers Arsenal drew on Thurs- 
day right 

Schaike 04fe midfielder Ofivar Held 
faces possible court action tor han- 
dling the ball in a German League 
game against Cologne on Wednes- 
day. Held deprived Cologne ot a cer- 
tain goal Cologne tost fa a lata goal 
and are in danger of relegation. In 
German lay prosecutors have to con- 
sider requests made by lawyers or ln- 
dviduals, and, as a law ffrm In Essen 
complained, prosecutors are con- 

sKferbg as case against Hekl 

Golf 

HOUSTON OPEN (feat. US) tawing 1M 
round ncorau (MS unless Stated): 66 S 
Hocft, F Langham S7 M Hidbeft, G Boros, 
B Uttzta. J Deterw 68 DTowsl. LWacfdns. 
O Hammond, D Forarwt 69 O Browne L 
Rrtcar. J (torso. D Duval. L Janzan, T Kite 
70 H Suttorv D Hart J Hoad M SUbaa P 
OMdoy G Kraft, JP Hw KNoba B rtigh- 
es (Aus), K Jones. W Wood, T Tryba, P 
stamoamt P'&wrangl (NZL j Durant 
MACAU OPEN Leering second round 
•com: 141 Z Uanwei (Grin) 72 s& LWsr- 
tsh (Uwan) 6B72: 142 G Morales (Vbn) 73 
ea E Aist&nd (USJ6S 73; T«3 C Trang-te 
(War) 73 70; 144 D ChiB (Main) 73 A C 
Tban-ehi Pan) 71 73, C Jun lOh) 71 73, 
N VSn Rensbug (SA) 70 fc, H Vb-ehu fOM) 
TO /■> S Oide (Japan) SB 75; M6 N Fakto 
(GB) 72 XL VJayShBn (Fy) 73 73 
LPGA TOW? EVENT (norto^LaadlnB Erst 
found score* (16 witem stated): 65 D 
Cofrikm (ConJ P Hu* SB L Hacfciw (G$ 
E Dahlof (5vre) 67 K Monaghan. M McGe- 
D Dormam E Wean A Sorer Bam 
, M Hrase (Japan) 68 C Johnson, M 
M EstSl TBanatt L Bwar ra J 
r tAisl C Nbmark (SwO), C Koch 
(Sws), H Dobson (GS). D Barnard (SA) 70 
H KoMyashi (Japan), G Graham (Can), L 
[Mas (GBJ. Kitettj (Aus). S Srudwlek 
C Sorenstam (Sw) C Matthew 
Groce (ttaLH 
71 J Mortjy, J Moo cBa 
nah72CUMton 


i(Swe) Other GB: 
KMnfialCDfc- 
73ANChctos74TJohn. 


and strong as ever and still sees 
possibilities that would not be 
apparent to players who have 
had more structured careers. 

“I can see us doing really 
welL Everyone says Wigan can’t 
be beaten, but I remember that 
being said about Australia when 
1 played in the Kiwi side that 
beat them in 1991.” 

Watson, better than most, 
knows that the game can be full 
of all sorts of unexpected twists 
and turns. He intends to provide 
some this afternoon. 


Ice hockey 

NHL PLAYOFPS Rm round: Eastern Ccn- 
feroncu: Nmv Jersey 3 Ottawa 1 fOnawa 
featf Oest-af-sovan series 3-2); Detrort 3 
Phoertxl (Oeftorf lead ftaskrfreven senes 
3-2). W re tern Contermcw Dabs a San 
Jose 2 (Danas teed bBst-rri-sevm series 3- 
2); Edmonton 3 Colorado i (Colorado lead 
besi-ol-aavan series 3-2). 

Motorcycling 

SPANISH GRAND PRIX (Jens) Lraring 
tiroes tn tha first qualifying practice (Frl): 
500c c: 1 C Checa l.Sp) Honda Wn 
43.7l2sec: 2 A CnvWe ISp) Honda 
1:43939; 3 M Kaggi (ft) Honda i:44LS0: 4 
K Roberts Jr lUSTtoctenes KR9 1 : 44 aa&; 
5T Okada (Japan) Rspsoi Honda 1:44404; 
6RVItadmam (Get) Modems KR3 1:44417: 
7 A Barroo (Br) Honda 1 :44fiS5: 6 J Koorv 
SM (US) Honda 144888 2S0cc 1 LCaprosd 
AprCa Iran 44989 sec; 2 T Harada 
n) Aprta 1:45307; 3 V Rood {M 
V45SB-.4M Lucrrt (IQ Aprta 145£B7 
5 J Lub Cardoso (Sp) Yamaha 1:45956 6 
O Jaoque (R) Honda 1 148073 7 S Peruglni 
(ft) Honda 1 >46.17* 8 T Ukam (Japan) Hon- 
da i -.46434 izsee T R Locate? (It) Hon- 
da into 43581 e»c. 2 N Ueda (Japan) 
Honda 1.-49503; 3Y1I (Japan} Yamaha 
1*3880:4 LCaectowto ptf Honda l:4S9tt 
5 M Azuma (Japan) Honda 1:49838; 6 K 

SakfiafJapan) Aprte 1:49968; 7 GScatvv 
) Hcnda 1 &X8T: 8 M Tokudome (Japan) 
1 1:50217 

Rugby League 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL RUGBY 
LEAGUE: {% Canberra 22 Bataan X2\ 
Nmcastto 6 Brisbane 28: IMbovne 54 
Western Suburbs l& 

Rugby Union 

Neil Bade Is ii ine far an fflPOQ bonus 
after being named as one of six con- 
tenders for the Heriekan European 
play w of the year. 

SUPER 12: Canterbury Crusaders 38 
Woffington f-irriesnu 17; New South Watas 
'teratahs 23 Otago Hghtendera 22 . 

Sailing 

ThgHn n God Ctch Durban has been 
canceled due to a lack of financial sd- 
port and.an altemathe venue is be- 
for lata August or early 




Gymnastics 

WOMEN’S EUROPEAN ARTISTIC GYM- 
NASTICS CHAMPIONSHIPS: (St Patera- 
bing, Rua) "feara competition: 1 Romania 
115939 points 2 RuUte 112.720 3 Ukraine 
112632 4 France 1C277 S Spa* 1tt7B2 6 

S > no.765 7 Htficary HQ2H 8 Batons 
K7 9 GrwS BritarlOai)(39 1 D Germany 
07227. 


Volvo at 
the helm 
as beer 
runs out 


Sailing 


By Stuart Alexander 
in Baltimore 

AS THE crews steeled them- 
selves for the eighth, transatlantic 
leg of the Whitbread Round the 
World Race in Annapolis yes- 
terday, the mantle of running 
sailing's global grand prix passed 
from beer to Volvo. 

The skippers of the nine 
yachts leaving here on the 
eighth leg to La Rochelle to- 
morrow know it is going to be 
business as usual in four years' 
time, although they will then be 
competing in the Volvo Ocean 
Race and the de-Whitbreadis- 
ation will include renaming the 
Whitbread 60 yachts “Volvo 
Ocean 60s”. The target for next 
time is 15 boats, rather than the 
10 entries that started this race. 

Details of the 2001-2 route 
will be announced later this 
year. Cape Town, Fremantle or 
Melbourne, Auckland. Rio de 
Janeiro, Fort Lauderdale and 
Baltimore are front-runners as 
host posts, with the start at ei- 
ther Southampton or 
Portsmouth. The finish has yet 
to be determined, despite ex- 
pectations that it will be Volvo’s 
home town of Gothenberg. 

The current race director. 
Jan Bailey-WillrooL is 10 be 
come the race committee chair- 
man on a part-time basis, while 
Tbe Royal Ocean Racing Club 
will continue to provide tech- 
nical advice. 

More immediately, the signs 
are good for a fast 3,400 miles 
race across the Atlantic to 
France once the tricky Chesa- 
peake Bay has been cleared. 
There seems to be breeze all the 
way into the Bay of Biscay over 
toe northern edge of the Azores 
high pressure system. 

With Paul Cayard almost 
home and dry in EF Language, 
toe-struggle is for toe second- 
placed Swedish Match to hold 
off Grant Dalton's Merit Cup. 

Especially keen to do well is 
the all-woman crew of EF Ed- 
ucation as the French skipper. 
Christine Gtiiliou, is joined on 
board by two La ttochcllaise . 
Christine Briand and Isabelle 
Austissier. 


5 A Baiada (Eg) 8 A Goutfi (Wal) 7 S Parte 
(Eng) 8 D Harris (Eng) 9 P Johnson (Em) 
1DAHI IAub) 11 D Jenson (Aus) 12 M 
Chatanar [Erwl 13 CWafcor (Eng) 14 P Mar- 
shal (Eng) 15 M Cairns (Eng) 16 0 Doris 
(Aus) 17 M Heath (SCO) 18 D Ryan (ta) 19 
S Caaatoyn (Srt) 20 G R»t*n0 (Can) 

Table tennis 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS (Eind- 
hoven, Nath) Man’s atnglu second 
round: M Syed (Engl M I Stoianov (EM); C 
Preari (Eng) bt A Lndner (Hui). Women's 
singles second round: K Ed N (Bus) bt L 
Lomas (Eng) 

Tennis 

AT&T MEWS CHALLENGE CAtianta, Oaor- 
gto) angles, second laumt P Sampras (US) 
ta D Sangutan) (tn; J Stoltenbera (Aus) bt 
MWfashnjj^m (US); R Renaberg (US) w W 

BMW kBIS OPEN (Munich) QrerMPdnMe: 
G Bfertco (Spa) b) T NytiaN (Swe); A Agas- 
si (US) bt J Bjorkman (Swq> 

DAWS CUP Ebro/AMcan zona first round: 
Hungary: NUazany{Hui)btS Barron (ta); 
A Sevett (Kn) br Jc*r Doranlirel /Hungary 
le ad Ireland 2-0). Latvia: A Fanoncws (LO) 
beat D Vtato (Yug): G DzaldsfLa) testto N 
ZMnionic (tag) (LbMb and Yugoabnna level 
1‘1). Portugal: N Macpss (For) bt I Kuntfiu- 
Ca (Gear); J Qmha e Siva (Par) bt V Mar- 
galtedze (Gaor). (Portugal taad 2-0). 


Snooker 

araASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (The 
Oudbfc, ShaBMfeStoMatal: JWn Heoins 
CSco) leste Ftoma OSiffivan (Eng) G-4 

Squash 

PROFESSIONAL SQUASH ASSOCIATION 
WORLD RANKINGS; 1 P NfcoUScO) 2 J 
Khan (Pok> 3 J Power (Gem) 4 R Eytes (Aid) 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

16,500 

The number of free tickets 
wanted by Primo Nebiola 
head of the International 
Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion, for the 15 track and 
field sessions of the 2000 
Olympics for use by 1AAF 
officials, sponsors and 
agents. The Sydney or- 
ganising committee has 
turned down his request 
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Broccoli and bicycles: my part in Arsenal’s success 




THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


I HAVE, in the past, been ac- 
cused of being egotistical, self- 
centred and conceited, 
sometimes all at the same 
time. Now, Bany Gaffer’s not 
that kind of guy and to prove 
it, even though Barry Gaffer is 
facing a traumatic weekend 
Barry Gaffer would rather 
concentrate on the magnificent 
achievement of one of Bany 
Gaffer's many friends in foot- 
ball. 

Step forward “Arse of the 
Arse” as Monsieur Wenger is 
known to his closest friends, 
and congratulations on your 
imminent championship. I can 
take particular pleasure in 
your success, not just because 
my old man is an Arsenal fan, 
as the song goes, but because, 
in a small way, I had a little part 
to play in it. 

Wed, maybe not that little. 
I can remember when David 
Deio, tbe power behind Herbert 
Ohapman’s bust, was bolting for 
a new manager. “Bany,” he 
said, “obviously I would choose 
yoo, butwe’ie Vookingfor some- 
one foreign - any ideas?” 


Naturally 1 suggested Ar- 
sfrne, who I knew had forged 
a massive reputation in Japan 
where his innovative use of 
sushi and teiyaki sauce had 
caused a stir from the Kashima 
Antlers to the Yokohoma 
Flugels. 

Aise and I hit it off imme- 
diately and he quickly confid- 
ed in me. “Zees is a beaucoup 
job, but when it comes to Een- 
gleesh football je ne sais quoL 
X have all zeese old Arsenal 
types around me, but no one 
I can truly trust. Will you be my 
eyes and my ears Bany?” 

First I explained about Her- 
bert and George Graham, both 
championship winners, both in- 
volved in dodgy accounting, 
one a hero tbe other a v illain. 
It was important to get the dis- 
tinction right 1 told him Chap- 
man equalled Platini (God-like 
status, no criticism allowed), 
Graham equalled lapie (for- 
given by most fans, some me- 
dia, none of the board). 

Then 1 found him some 
players. Having spent so long 
in Japan he was a bit out of 


Nakayama: the 

man who can’t 

•« 

stop scoring 


MASASHI NAKAYAMA con- 
tinued hi£ incredible goal- 
scoring spree on Wednesday by 
netting a fourth successive 
J-League hat trick. 

Nakayama has now scored an 
amazing 16 goals in his last four 
matches, with tallies of five, 
four, four and three. His latest 
hat-trick came in Jubilo Iwata’s 
4-0 midweek victory over Con- 
sadole Sapporo. 

Nakayama tops the League's 
scoring chart with 18 goals. He 
has also hit 12 goals in 24 
games for Japan and is a cer- 
tainty to lead their attack at the 
World Cup. 

One of the more obscure hat- 
tricks of his career was scored 
in the humble surroundings of 
Scunthorpe United’s Glanford 
Park stadium - a football venue 
for the 1991 World Student 
Games. In a «3-3 draw against 
Great Britain, both captains 
found the net three times before 
half-time. They were Nalpyama 
and Jon McCarthy, now with 
Birmingham City. 



AROUND 

THE 

WORLD 

BY 

RUPERT 

METCALF 


Cameroon 

ROGER MILLA, the player 
who did most to put his coun- 
try on the football map, has 
been shunned by Cameroon in 
the bu3d-up to their fourth 
World Cup finals. 

Thrice the African player of 
the year, Millais unhappy at ocrt 
being invited to help with 
Cameroon’s preparations for 
the tournament. *Tm worried 
about how things will go for the 


May the 


team in this World Cup,” he 
said. “There's no longer any sol- 
idarity among the players, who 
are more interested in the fi- 
nancial than sporting aspect” 

Cameroon, eliminated in 
the first round of the recent 
African Nations' Cup, have 
changed coach three times this 
season, with the Frenchman 
Claude le Roy now in charge. 

Now 46, Milla, who played in 
three World Cups, will still be 
involved in tbe 1998 tournament 
as a French TV analyst. 


PARIS STGERMAINhave ap- 
proached South Africa’s World 
Cup coach, Philippe Troussier, 
for nest season. Troussier met 
PSG’s new executive president 
Charles Bietry, in Italy last week 
while watching South Africa’s 
striker Phil Masinga. 

PSG, a disappointing eighth 
in the French League with one 
game to go, are undergoing a 
major overhaul for next season 
which includes the departure of 
the Brazilian coach, Ricardo. 



(As long as it's yours) 

For Nationwide Building Society, 
official sponsor of the Football League, 
it’s been another great season. 

And, with the final round of decisive games 
about to kick off, wed like to wish all the teams 
s involved in crucial matches, and 

their supporters, the very best of luck. 

} Enjoy the match! 

It pays to decide... 


^Nat ion wide. 


The World's No.l Building Society 
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date, but I convinced him 
Patrick Vieira, Emmanuel Pe- 
tit and Marc Ovennars were a 
better bet than Papin, Tigana 
and Johnny Rep. 

Tbe main thing was per- 
suading Arse that sushi and rice 
was not going to go down well 
at the dub canteen. “Battered 
fish and chips, they’ll eat that,” 
I told him, “but raw- fish and 
Unde Ben’s? Mais non.” 

We ended up going round 
to my mum’s house and, after 
trying a few possibilities like 
barbecued cauliflower and 
roasted spinach, we settled on 
the grilled broccoli which has 
become so famous*. The boys 
Jove it, especially since we al- 
lowed them to have ketchup 
with it. 

After that it was largely 
plain sailing, although I had to 
have a word when he consid- 
ered playing Martin Keown in 
the hole during Dennis 
Bergkamp’s suspension. Tbe 
only other dispute was over his 
Ibur de Circular Nord idea. 

Arsine’s a big cycling fan - 
it explains his lean frame - and 


he thought the team would 
benefit from a weekly cycle 
race around the A406. 1 took 
him down to Neasden in the 
rash hour, said: “See you in 
Gants H31 in half an hour”, 
drove down there and waited. 

■When he arrived, two hours 
later, his face covered in grime, 
his knees bloodied, his back 
wheel man gled and barely able 
to breathe for carbon-monox- 
ide poisoning, he agreed I had 
a point. Instead they now go for 
a quick pedal round Chig- 
well’s milli onaire’s row, and 
they all make sure to zing 
their bells going past Alan 
Sugar’s house. 

Obviously I would like to 
keep my part in Ars&ne’s rise 
quiet. Fergie might not be too 
' chuffed for one, and my own 
chair man will probably use 
such “outside activities” as an 
excuse for giving me tbe bul- 
let - although it is not as ifTve 
stooped to advertising Pizza 
Hut . . 

Alternatively, I might need 
a bit of publicity as be might 
just point to tbe league table 


instead. If we don't win today 
we’re down- It’s very disap- 
pointing after all the hard 
work on the training ground. 

We've got the cleanest 
cones in the Premiership and 
eight different types’ of 
coloured bibs, some of them 
fluorescent. It's taken me a 
long time to get such a collec- 
tion together but it’s been 
worth it -when the sun’s shin- 
ing the two-a-side matches re- 
ally catch the eye. 

We’re almost at full 
strength for today’s showdown, 
although Shaun Prone and 
Ivor Niggle are both out with 
broken jaws after an unfortu- 
uate start to the dub cricket 
season. Prone had his broken 
trying to pun the local tearaway 
quickie, Niggle had bis broken 
after trying to pull the local, 
tearaway quickie’s girlfriend. 
* The Highbury Cafe Cookbook— 
101 Ways to GriB Broccoli, by Ar- 
seneWfenger and Bany Gaffer, now 
on sale at aB good bookshops price 
£15.99. 

Bany Gafler was talking to 
Glenn Moore 




Jaap Stain (right), the Dutch defender who is on his way to Manchester United for £IOm, 
playing for PSV Eindhoven in their Dutch Cup semi-final victory over Twente Enschede 
this week. Stain’s own goal gave Twente the lead but PSV recovered to win 2-1 


39 days ••• 

until the World Cup finals begin in France 


SOUTH KOREA have spring a surprise by inducing a 19-year-dd forward who only, be- 
came a professional foofoafler this year h a provisional squad of 22 players for France: 
Lee Dong-kook, from the Poriang SteeJers eftfo, becomes the youngest player ever called 
up for the national team. A former track sprinter, be has not surprisingly made a name for 
himself with his pace on thefootbal pitch as wefl as the athletics arena. He has, howev- 
er, onty played rine matches for his dub, in which he has scored four goals: 


The dizzy heights of ninth place 


AMONG the points to be 
won and lost in tomorrow's 
First Division programme, 
you might be forgiven for 
thinking that any gained by 
Stockport County at Edgeley 
Park would be rather less im- 
portant than, say, those sought 
by Middlesbrough, Stoke or 
Manchester City. Well, yes 
and no. While Tm not claim- 
ing that another good home 
result for County will over- 
shadow relegation for Man- 
chester City, one more point 
for County will secure ninth 
place in the First Division. 

Ninth place, hub? So? 
Ninth place for many of the 
teams in the division would 
mean disaster. But for us, 
ninth would represent the 
highest placing in our 215- 
year history. 

To the johnny-come- 
latelys proudly sporting the 
latest Man Utd (oops, sorry, 
it's Arsenal this year, isn't it?) 
replica kit that might seem a 
pretty pathetic boast, but to 
those football fans who 
recognise tbal teams like 
Stockport are an integral 
part of what has sustained the 
professional game in England 
for all of those 1 IS yean and 
more, it’s an achievement 
well worth celebrating. 

Of course, we’re not really 
supposed to be in this divi- 
sion. It’s a bit above our sta- 
tion. in the same way teams 
like Sunderland and Mid- 
dlesbrough are below theirs. 
Fans of both these clubs took 
great delight in informing us 
of our true status when they 
1 visited Edgeley - or at least 


that’s what 1 took the many 
cries of “Mickey Mouse dub" 
to mean. Odd, then, that 
both sets of fans seemed so 
happy with the single paint 
their teams scraped, Sun- 
derland in particular being 
strangely delighted with a 
last-minute equaliser. 

They weren’t the only side 
to be outplayed at Edgeley: 
the success of this season has 
been based almost exclu- 
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sively on excellent home 
form. Edgeley Park might 
not have quite the same ring 
as Highbury, Old Trafford, or 
Anficid, but when you con- 
sider that we have had the 
grand total of five wins on our 
travels, a mere two draws, and 
a staggering 16 defeats; It’s all 
the more surprising that 
we're not fulfilling most pre- 
season predictions of a swift 
return from whence we came. 

I must admit the thought 
of experiencing my first rel- 
egation as a County fan did 
flit across my mind more 
than once. When we clinched 
promotion on a memorable 
night in Chesterfield (and 
you don’t often set those last 
five words in dose proximity) 
in April last year, I genuine- 
ly thought the First Division 


play-offs were not beyond us 
in the coming season. 

We had already shown, by 
beating four Premiership 
teams in our Coca-Cola Cup 
run - three of them on their 
own grounds - that we could 
live with teams not merely in 
the division we were joining, 
but those in tbe one above. 

However, Dave and Paul 
Jones (whose managerial acu- 
men and goalkeeping skill 
respectively are evidenced by 
Southampton’s first season 
without a relegation battle 
since the Middle Ages) de- 
parted. the board turned to 
the relative^ unproven Gary 
Mcgson, poached from Black- 
pool, and the fens’ thoughts 
turned to a season of straggle. 

Tb Megson’s immense 
credit, it was not so. Although 
we made a dreadful start, 
things were turned around to 
such an extent that at one 
stage we were actually sitting 
in a play-off position. It 
couldn’t last however, and as 
the season progressed, finan- 
cial expediency meant that our 
board were not able to turn 
down bids from Birmingham 
and Middlesbrough for Chris 
Marsdcn and Alun Arm- 
strong respectively- two of the 
stars of last year’s campaign. 

Chuck in no fewer than 
five broken legs (belonging to 
five different players, in case 
you were wondering), and it’s 
no surprise that we could not 
hang on to sixth. What is ab- 
solutely amazing, however, is 
that we’ve still got a chance 
of ninth. Believe me. that's 
worth celebrating. 


SIDELINES r 

Ball’s walk-on part 
in tale of two cities 

ONEname.would beguar- r- T-- 

anteed to unite the rival 1 JH.C v &£?.\ 

factions whim StokeQty 
meet Manchester CSty in a . . - • 

potentially explosive rele- ■ — --■■■ -?• 

gation battle-at a sokf-out Britannia Stadium • 

Alan Ball took both dubs down, so the irony; vnfitei2ark-' 
indeed if he now keeps Portsmouth up at their expense’. 

Tbe two Cityshavehad some three dozen players artcim-- 
mon down the decades^ Stoke-certainly enjqj^Jlher^&t- 
ter of Peter Dobing, pipe-smoking captain of th eir Eeaglie 


Adrian Heath, Peter Beagrie. Wayne 
Gtegbomalso made a greater impact at the Victoria Ground" 

Stoke has traditionally been a stopping-off point forthe 
Blues’ surplus stock. David Brightwell, Wayner Clarta^Joe 
Corr igan and Hany Dowd all went tb Che Pottere oh Joan; 
Jason Beckford, John Gidmari and Dennis Thant made 
the isame move on free transf ers, 'and Ian Scoft .for 
£175,000. Sammy Mcllrqy, widely touted to l* Strike's next, 
manager, was one of tbe few to reverse the trend. 

Others who figure in the shared history iadude Tony 
Henry, Bany Siddall, Dave Watson, Howard Kendall and 
Paul Stewart. Oh, and an Eng land colleague of BalTs who, 
in 16 years at Maine Road, won all the major domestic 
honours and then gave Alan: Durban, Stoke’-s reorient 
caretaker manager, three stalwart seasons for £50,000. How 
both sides could use Mike Doyle’s indomitable spirit 
tomorrow. 


Ten things 


Palaces 


missing 


1 His hometown, 
Hudiksvall. Nicknamed 
‘Glada Hudik’ (lively 
Hudiksvall) by 19th cen- 
tury timber barons. 

2 Lfllfjarden - an idyllic 
lake inHudiksvalL Said to 
be perfect for a leisurely 
stroIL a pace even Brolin 
can still muster. 

3 Hudflcsvall’s buddings. 
“Old and new, in harmo- 
nious juxtaposition,” says 
the tourist literature. 
Nothing like the future 
management structure at 
Selhurst Park then. 

4 An aura of Abba. 

5 Seal safaris in tbe 
Hudiksvall archipelago. 



6 Kottbullar och 
makaroner - meatballs 
and pasta, a favourite. - \ 

7 Hilsmgehambon. A re- 
gional folk dance contest, 
where participants are 
bussed around villages 
and dance in big circles. 

8 Falcon beer. Like the 
Eagles, it goes down wefl. 

9 The Speeders. A Shad- 
ows tribute band from 
Hudiksvall. 

10 Vikmg artefacts, in- 
cluding cutlery carved 
from trees. (But Brolin at 
least has the Premier- 
ship's wooden spoon to re- 
mind him of home). 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No 33: NEWCASTLE UNITED 


For 10 years until 1892 the pride of Tyneside were 
known as Newcastle East End. The name was adopted 
in response to the formation of another dub in the 
dty, Newcastle West End, who moved to St James’ 
Park in 1886. When West End went out of existence, 
East End were invited to move into St James' Park. 
Following the move the dub voted in 1892 to change 
its name lo Newcastle United. 



ON 5 May 1951, all eyes 
turned to the bottom of the 
First Division where the two 
sides to be relegated were 
still to be derided. 

One newspaper wrote: 
“Chelsea, Everton and 
Sheffield Wednesday arc 
genuinely admired even out- 
side the districts in which 
they play and failure, who- 
ever it hits, will be regretted 
try many people besides the 
local supporters. 

“This morning the pod- | 
tion is that Chelsea (home to 
Bolton) and Sheffield ; 
Wednesday (home to Ever- ; 
ton) have 30 points, and ; 
Everton have 32. 

“The tangle will almost = 
certainly be complicated - 
tonight fry goal average, as j 
both Chelsea and We dries- ’ 
day can be expected to win j 
- a probability which would ! 
make all three level on 
points. 

‘At present Chelsea have : 
the advantage in this re- . 
spccL Yet if Wednesday win ; 
6-0 and Chelsea win* 1-0, \ 
then Wednesday can avoid • 
the drop.” 

As it transpired, Wednes- ; 
day did manage to win 6-0. j 
“in a brilliant, pulsating af- ‘ 

fair ... their victory was due ; 

to superb football.” Unfor- 
luoatety for them, Chelsea 
won 4-0, meaning Wednes- : 
day's triumph was in vain. 

Wednesday were rele- ■ 
gated and Chelsea escaped. 
Everton went down, a feat ' 
not repeated since. (Yet). 


HISTORY 

LESSON 


As Doncaster Rovers pre- 
pare for their last Nation- 
wide League game today 
they might be heartened by 
the experiences of previous 
dubswhkh dropped into tbe 
GM Vauxhall Conference. 

Although Newport 
County went out of business 
the season after their exit 
from the League, four of the 
five other dubs to have been 
relegated have bounced 
bade. Hereford United, who . 
dropped out last year, are the 
only other club not to have 
done so. 

-Lincoln City (relegated in 
1987) and Dariington (1989) 
both returned to the League 
at the first attempt. Colch- 
ester United (1990) took two 
years to win bad: their place, 
while Halifax Tbwn (1993) 
have spent five years out of 
the League. However, they 
will return next -season after, 
winning this season's Con- 
ference championship. 

With the exception of 
Maidstone United, who went 
out of existence not long af- 
ter winning' promotion, the 
teams who have come up 
from the Conference have 
generally fared well in their 
new environment. 

Darlington, Barnet and 
Wycombe Wanderers all 
went on to further promo- 
tions - although the first two 
are now bade, in tbe Third 
Division - as have Maccles- 
field Town, following their 
step up from the Conference 
last year. 
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Major weekend 
fixtures and 
Pools check 
today 
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Emotions and 
mathematics 
figure in finale 


By Phil Shaw 


17 MbbBl v Wyoanta ' 

isMrt « noSSS.':::::.:.:.-::::::; 
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Northampton 


OBUnsham 
Brians R~ 
Wreatian 
Chaataiflald 
Boumamawh 
Wbba 

O lT ih M M l 

OhSura ' 
Ybrfc 
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Preston 
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Luton 

Watmali 

Bratatord 


Plymouth 
Burntey 
Cvflsla (P 
Southend 


« 1? to to 64 68 61 
« 77 » osa ss ar 
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45 14 14 17 54 55 56 
45 14 to » 48 52 55 
45 13 B 17 57 82 54 
45 U -Q B 43 51 54 
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13 Luton y Cartale “ 

V “ • bSKK! CALCULATORS and Kleenex 

i? StoK tol ■ ” ZZ. “ 'ZZ. aI ready for the Iasi round 

of Nationwide League fixtures. 
On a weekend to make hearts 
flutter like football scarves Wow- 
tag from car windows, the ten- 
sion will be greatest at two of the 
newest stadiums. 

Middlesbrough can make 
sure of the First Division's sec- 
ond automatic promotion place 
by overcoming Oxford at the 
Riverside. At the bottom, the 
situation is so convoluted that 
while victory' at the Britannia 
may not save cither Stoke or 
Manchester City from relega- 
tion, a draw just might. 

The final table is likely to 
make strange reading. Four 
cluhs - the champions, Not- 
tingham Forest, plus Boro, Sun- 
derland and Charlton - could 
top 90 points, yet two of the lat- 
ter trio will have to lake their 
chances in the play-offs. And as 
many as four may beat the 
drop with less than 50 points, 
the putative safety mark. 

In the collision of cold math- 
ematics and over-healed emo- 
tions, the Potteries looks set to 
experience the most dramatic 
debris. Twinned by managerial 
upheaval, boardroom blunder- 
ing. increasingly militant support 
and wretched results. Stoke and 
City were perhaps always des- 
tined for this last-day dogfight. 

Sadly, the potential fora dif- 
ferent kind of scrap is ail too ev- 
ident Stoke, who have already 
had a serious pitch invasion this 
year, suspect City fans have 
bought 3,000 “home” tickets as 
Rrst Divisi . wdl as their 5JXX) aflocarian. Mes- 

33jS±w y Raj?*..,.. ; sages threatening mayhem have 

appeared on the Internet, leav- 
ing 250 police officers and 240 
stewards fearing a fraught finale. 
Reading’s demotion leaves 


« 12 B 2054 GB 49 
45 1? 13 2053 «4 49 
45 12 8 25 55 7Q 44 
45 71 IQ 24 46 76 43 

Third Division 

19 CdnStf v Dorfngton 

20 Chaster v Scartttrough r™“‘ 

21 Doncaster v cache®* 

22 Ea ter v MacdesfeU 

23 HUI Ctly v Cambndge utd ... 

24 Layton Orient v Torquay 

25 Lincoln Oty v Brxyuon ! 

26 Mansfald v Swansea 

27 Notts County v Rotherham ..... 

28 Peterborough v Hartlepool 

29 Rochdale v Barnet 

30 Shrmstary v Samfwpe...’” 

a? C 6 77 41 36 
teotosflekf (PI 45 22 13 tl 60 43 79 
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Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 
Abenteen v Hearn.. — 

31 Woman ir Dinderr UW ...... 

Rangers v KSmamock 

32 Si Johnstone v Motfwrwe* .... 


34 Ayrv FaluiV. — ; 

35 OtxKtae v Particle 

36 Hamlton v Morton.... , 

37 Stiririg Atwn v St Mhafi 

Second Division 

38 CJydatoanfc y Queen of lha South ....... 

39 Forfar w Clyde ... — — 

40 bwBiTiess CT v Brechin 

41 Sterhoeemuk v East Fite..— 

42 Strarwaer v Uwtgstcn i 

Third Division 

43 Banrick v Atoon Rovers ... 

44 Cowdsnbaalh v Aloe - 

« East Sflrfng v Arbroath — 

48 Montrose v Dunbarton — 

47 Queer* Park v Rosa County — 

GM Vauxh all Conference 

Qwflarham v Scuttport-- — : - 

Hayes n Leek 

HecWMfbrd v Dower 

KktOcrtrJisKr vSkxt&i 

Morecambe v Fantoonaqh — : 

Rushden vlttortl..— — — 


five clubs scrambling 10 avoid 
two places. A scoring stalemate 
between Sloke and City could 
see both stay up, but only if Port 
Vale and Portsmouth lose at 
Huddersfield and Bradford re- 
spectively. if Vhlc and Pompey 
win, and Bury draw at OPR, a 
win would not save either. 

City, having lost more home 
matches than anyone except 
Doncaster, may he glad lo be 
away from Maine Road. Joe 
Royle, ludicrously deprived of 
Gcorp Kinkladze, should per- 
haps steel himself for the ulti- 
mate irony of a City fanatic, the 
18-year-old Stoke striker Dean 
Crowe, casting them into the 
third grade for the first time. 

Vale will be backed by 4,500 
supporters at the McAlpine 
Stadium, where they boast a 100 
per cent record from three vis- 
its. At nearby Valley Parade, an- 
other travelling army will be 
backing Portsmouth's attempt 
to complete a centenaiy-year es- 
cape which looked fanciful 
when Alan Ball took over with 
them six points adrift. 

Ball, nothing if not steeped 
in such matters, says that keep- 
. ing “upbeat and calm” is the key 
to survival “Hus is when 3 man- 
ager earns his com. If the play- 
ers see him all full of nerves it 
can affect them. We try to be 
light-hearted, to keep them 
sweet, and they’ve responded.” 

Bryan Robson, Peter Reid 
and Alan Curbishleywill doubt- 
less be applying the same phi- 
losophy as .they vie for the 
runners-up spot. Middles- 
brough, relegated amid tears 
and a sense of injustice a year 
ago, will return to the Pre- 
miership provided they match 
what Sunderland (away to Swin- 
don) and Charlton (at Birm- 
ingham) achieve. It will be a 
bittersweet moment for the 


Boro captain, Nigel Pearson, 
who will end his playing career 
either tomorrow, if his side se- 
cure promotion, or he will re- 
main until after the play-offs. 

Should Birmingham prevail, 
and leg-weary Sheffield United 
draw or lose at Stockport in 
their fourth game in nine days, 
Trevor Francis' side will make 
the play-off cut. Wolves, the 
West Midlands' pre-season 
favourites, ore reduced to pro- 
viding the opposition for John 
Aldridge's farewell lo a playing 
career of 472 goals at Tranmcre. 

In the Second Division to- 
day, Watford’s bid to wrest the 
title from Bristol City runs into 
Fulham's quest to confirm a 
play-off place. A point would be 
enough for Lhe London side, yet 
defeat could see Bristol Rovers 
overhaul them by virtue of a su- 
perior scoring record, a sur- 
prising possibility given the 
Involvement of Kevin Keegan. 

A Rovers victory over Brent- 
ford may also spell trouble for 
Northampton and Gillingham, 
who must be equally wary of 
Wrexham's late surge. At the 
opposite end of the table, how- 
ever. Burnley and Plymouth 
will be willing Rovers to win 
while being locked in their own 
bitter struggle. Chris Waddle’s 
side will stay up only if they win 
and Brentford do not; Ply- 
mouth can afford to draw pro- 
vided Brentford lose. 

While four teams retain a 
chance of claiming the remain- 
ing automatic promotion place 
in the Third, Torquay need only 
to draw at Leyton Orient A point 
for Barnet at Rochdale would 
nullify even an unlikely triumph 
for Rotherham at Notts County 
and book their play-off berth. 

Meanwhile, Doncaster stage 
their last stand, an occasion for 
recrimination as much as regret 


Rangers look for return to top 


WITH the leaders, Celtic, not 
playing Dunfermline until, to- 
morrow, Rangers hope to move 
to the top of the table today with 
victory over Kilmarnock. 

The defending champions 
have Lorenzo Amoroso back 
from suspension, and bis fellow 
swywdga v KBttoA» ~ Italian centre-back Sergio Por- 

SuwBaagB v Nortbwfch ......... 

48 Vusftig v HaHax — - 

49 Wcfcfogv Hereford 

ifeort v Gateshead : 


TOMORROW 

t30 untoss sfflted 
FA Carling Premlerriiip 

AraensJ v Svvrton (430) 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

Bnrwgham v Charter .... .: 

Bradford Qly vBortsmouih 

HuJdersfiett v Port Vtee: — 

Ipswich v CrtWB — 

MdrieEbrou^ivOrfortUkt 

Osonfc flak Hangars irary._~— 

Roaring v Norwich > 

Stockport v StiefSeU IM -.--. .... 

8de i Manchester Cfey._ — : 

SiMkvba v.Suxtertand — — 

Tranmcre ■r’AMhnra . 

West Efrtrhwfcfi v NaUngham Fores! ... 

"p ' W D L F A Pto 
Noam ForaaL (PV 46 28 9 B W 41 93 

modi— nro 45 26 to B--73 40 aa 

SumtorttexT 46 a 12 » 84 48 87 

OttrtwT 45 26 9 10 00 49 87 

S 45 22 M 0 Tt 41 80 

gSSdUW 45 19 17-9 69 53 74 

■ 45 "fi .16 W® 35 73 


rini fit again. Craig Moore is sus- 
pended, while midfielder Jonas 
Them is ruled out with a ham- 
string strain. 


• Dundee United travel lo 
Easter Road knowing a point win 
keep them up and send Hibern- 
ian down, but should they slump 
to a 15th league defeat of the sea- 
son, die equation will shift. 

With the lannadice club's fi- 
nal home game seeing them 
meet Rangers, two defeats for 
United and wins for Hibernian 
today and at Kilmarnock next 
Saturday would transform the 
relegation picture. 
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Sfofc* 
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Bell's Staattish League 
Premier Division . . 

Cu ntom rin a vCtote — — 


Benfica’s bank 
account frozen 

USBON court has frozen 
Benfica'sbank accounts and set 
a deadline of 10 days for the 
Portuguese club to pay its out- 
standing loan instalments. 


Weekend fixture guide 


TODAY 

Football 

ao untoss slated 
Major footeaff ft*toras-' Page ZB 
RYMAN LEAGUE Premier Wvteton: Che- 
sham y Bishop* Stofttafd; Oriwch v JW- 
ten & Horsham; Enfietd v Ayles bury; 
Gravesend 5 Northnoel v Boreham Wood; 
Handon v Carehaftan: Heytortdga v Dageiv 

rsresss 

Aldershot town v Berkhumsted Tcwm- Bar- 
tan ftowre vGrayo AIWshgBItencay 1£w 
y Thame Utd; Boqnor Regis Towjv Worn- 

nomf0rt: S# *£2? 

V Choshunt Edm«re Tbwn w Met Ppge a. 
Sohsm Town v Bedford Tbwrr Horsham v 
Wverfooe Tbwn; HagBrford Tbwn v C W - 
font St Peter; Lighten Town v 8. 

Bon; Marlow v WeaklSJone; Northwood v 
Banstead Athtotic; Tbury v Canuey V^rtd; 

an Casuals v Avtoy East; Thiwock Utd v 
Trirn Town: Epsom £ Ewel v Homctxscn; 
^2melHed^Dor1dnmPoidlhdvHernri 
Hempstead: Hertford Town v Ctopton . 
Ktobury Town v Ware; LewwvCjoydon; 
AirteOcSauthaJ v WngstB & finchtey. 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Premter DMskm: 


(2£J; Paghsm v ShorBham; 


ddftB Botouah v FrieWey; Sperv PRESS ft JOURNAL HKMLAND LEAGUE: 

Barrow- WtwrdUktvAcerMOn Fwt W28am v Huntty, K»th v Wfok i 

Om* tUvifsorc Ashton Utd v ITO my. 

LEAGUE OF WALS: BanoorCftyvHaver- 
txxdwest J2JC9; Csemsrbn Twn v Car- 
marthen Town U30); Cwmbran v Newtown 
i; TNS Uanaawffrald v Aberyatwylti 


o^P>; RaddHte 

nymoor v Bartwr, w»»y 
^ntoy Hrst DNteorc Wn - 
by Tbwn; Bofoer fern v andMPm** 
ms: Conrieton Tbwn v Harrogate Town. 
Droyteseton v Urwofo 

B^TraSS^WnsW’ v Mato^Towa 

bsse^SESsS 

y GtoucesterCrty; Afoo ny Sate Otxy: 

est Green v Bath; ®estoy i^icSrfc 


SCREWFtX DIRECT LEAXHJE Premier 
DMskur Bldstord v Mangotsfleld Utd; 
Calm Tbwn v BrioM Manor ftrm; Bmore v 
Britfoon; Koynsham Tbwn y PStAon Rmers; 
Tbmngton v Odd Down. lm PMUpa Cup 
serrd-nnah tounfon v Oyst Rovers 
NORTH WKTCOUNT1S LEAGUE FW 
Dlvtofora Chsddwfon y Wdsgrow AlhJstfc; 
Cftheroe v Mosstey; Gkwaop North End v 
Nantwtchlbwn; HaaSogdonv WhertonLR; 
Hofter Old Boys v Buscough; Newcastle 
Towny Rsmsbottom Utd; ttomhal GM v St 
f lel on s rown; SafladQyvWtoilngion Town. 
INTERUNK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
UANCE: afo&iorth Uavn w Wtef MSdbnds 
Potoa Pershore Tbwn v Wtorfoasfieid; Bo- 
coster v Btarwtch Tbwn; SMrml Tbwn v 
Rushal Otvmfric; Stretford Tbwn v Knyper- 
stay Vietona. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Totten v 
Thateham Tbwn; Aerostruetures v Wm- 
borne Town; Bournemouth v Andover, 
Brodcanhurst v Christchurch: Cowes Sports 
v Portsmouth RN; East Cowes Wes v B AT 
Spots; EattfoWi v Lytrtnoton; Gosport Bor- 
ough v Bemenon HeaBi; Rorosey Tbwn v 
Newtuy; WHtctwch Utd v Downton 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
DMsiorc Dt*s Tbwn v Sohetn fown Rangers; 
Fakenhsm Tbwn v Harwich ft Parkeston; 
Grew YSmiootfi Tbwn v Hbton: Haiswad 
Tbwn y Gcrlesfon; Suctxry Mmknrs v VWt 
ton Utd; Wrntham v Ely CHy. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Rrst DhrfsJon: Consstt v Crook 
Tbwn; Easfogtoo v Morpeth Tbwn; Penrith 
v Tbw Law Tbwm RTM Newcastle v Mimon: 
Stockton y Nonhafcrton. 


: Acsde- 


BASS IRISH CUP RNAL: GteOtoran v Gte- 
navon (at Windsor Park. BsttnQ. 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND Premier DMalon: Bohemlano v 
UCD 030); Deny City v Owherii LAd (73C); 

SSflo Rows v Ftm Harps pa?. 
PONTINS LEAGUE Premier DMalon: 
Bfcettsum y Nottsigham Forest 

Rugby League 

SILK cor CHALLENGE CUP FINAL' 


win begin seizing Ben- SSsTt-I S^JSrSSwBS-^S; 

does not meet its obligations to JghvBwwwth iu»; J 

Fm/lwneo. The Portuguese bank 
granted Bento a 620n.escuto 
(C-lm) loan, but repayments cbta*™ S > 

have fallen behind schedule. 

The dnb has built upmassive 

debts and players have not ten 

aassss? * 

F Beofica also owe around 6 bn 


SaasnsssaSS 

vHame 


escudos in back taxes, as weU as 

£2m to Manchester United for 

the purchase of Karel Foborsky. 

Coached by 

a^ : ^ mtwrTiteuerw 

pomt frotn their last uux. ^*51 UNUg^^, w uatohamptonTSW y^r^DMBisn 3B: fcrr Glasgow 

games to clinch a place m the jJJjjSv* sa*a&:<s«o*eavstBwar^ on 

Champions’ League- Town V noonaro 


SHsssasaas 


Rugby Union 

ALLIED DUNBAR PRE8BERSHIP Odk 
<=*^ wywiM .vSHtoBq;NorttHmplonyaaih 
affl; Hchmort v Wasp* PQ- PreretanNp 
Two: Was! Hartfcpool » Bedtad pita 
£WSON NATIONAL LEAGUE T« North: 
f^cWsy'vSdrtridg? (30J; ftawlon v 
aton Grasshopp»sgg^giaff gM v ' WwM 
pcj.^ TWO Saute ChOaflam vReriulh {3IJ 
WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Premtor DF 
Vfafon: CBrftt v Nflwporr <23E»; EbtawTUs 
y UsneS ®fl): PrittypreJd i ' Naatti &2Q-. 
Swansea « Srtdqsrw {2^3- First DMatoic 
pfaHr vwwl v UWIC (Ggriff fogtftutej (23C|; 
CtapftRV V Cross Keys (230): Dumont v 
texstoq pan: Uandowry * Atwaon 

SonyiTBsn p30i 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP 
Dhrtotar tAi MeTosB v WatKfltom PE): 
We* of Scotland vVta*ifci{pH.DMsloo IB: 

Jed-Forest (EC9; HfiriotS FJ». 
v gtf ntyir nh Acsds pl^. fflvisioil 2A: 
Dondae hST’ v l3afflow Hawto (39; Ki- 
^&Sfon2B:Wrtatiy 


Aberdeen, meanwhile, are 
aiming to secure the point 
which wiD confirm their Premier 
Division status at home to Scot- 
tish Cup finalists Hearts. 

Motherwell also need at least 
a point from their visit to Si 
Johnstone to be safe, with man- 
ager Ham' Kampman urging his 
men to stay calm. “As long as we 
don’t do anything silly we should 
be all right because Hibs are five 
points behind,” he said. 


THENPI CUP FINAL : Bedford AtHstic y 
Stroud (319. (or TMcfenftam}. 

TETLEVS BITTER VASE FINAL: Hixktor- 
sfistd YMCAV Wa«t Lssds (B3Q|. tstltoick- 
srhsri). 

Basketball 

BUOWBSEP CHAMPIONSHIPS US Wom- 
bhy Anm)X3tmplonaNp SwiLFInato: 
Psugsot Bubto BsTreigham v Mamteacr 
Qtonts {6A5). HemaBNUey Tigers v Ends 
London Tbwws (B45). 

Hockey 

M9TS INTERNATIONAL: Belgium v Eng* 
lard pa) (Brussels, BeH 
WOUBi ' S INTERNATIONAL: Nsthodands 
v Entfand (S30) (Utrecht, Noth). 

COUHTY CHAMPIONSHIP 8 DMalon 
••mMlnate: Buddnriiamsblre v Hanro- 
stos (1U5; Duharn v Waniwcictfike (U^; FW 
nal (4.50). (ar Milton Keynes National 
Stamen ). 

JUNIOR COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: Csm- 
bndgosNre v Corrtined Ssrwces Lteden23 

(oq: ffod n erfaroare^y Suresx(ri3C|;Com- 

binad Sarvicas lfodsn23 v Chsshrs (iq: Sue- 
sor v Somers at pad): Cheshb® v amts 
KOliSooiBrsBtvNoniii gha nn eK re PSOMb* 
ftoede School). 

Speedway 

EL/TE LEAGUE: EAsttowne v Be<s Vue 

(m 

PRBWER LEAGUE: Stoke v Rearing (73* 
PftanER LEAGUE CUP: Berwick v Erin- 
burjyi (700). 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: (Tbe Crucible. StaRWd): 
Embesw World ChwnperBrtjx 
BOXING: Protessionai promotion (Roy- 
■I AlbMt HsIL London): European upm 
bsntarowBlgm tWe: Sponcw Ower 
iBemert. hokter) v Sergei Devakov (Ukr). 
Britten supeMtetwwsIgM tide: Cberfss 
Shepherd (SBath. holder) y Peter Judson 
(Keightey) 

BADMINTON: CmdM: British Grand Stam. 

TOMORROW 
Rugby Union 

ALLIB ) DUNBAR Piem l eiahip Ora: Bns- 
td v Herisquhs PQ; Saracens v London hsti 
BCTkSHWE COUNTY CUP FINAL 
v MeUsnhaad (Efo) 

Basketball 

CKAMPt- 
Arena). 3rd/4di 
Race PtoyOfl (4^. ChampionsWp Rnel 

Hockey 

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL: Netherlands 
y England {S3C0 (Uttveft, Weft). 

COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP A DtwWon 
semi flrato: Sa«wds»» v Surrey hOty 
ChesHre y Sussex ml): Final (41^ (at MB- 
son Harms Nations) SatHutn). 

JUNIOR COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPjRnal 
(2.151 (W iMSBrr tteynos Wlonal SstfMJV- 


Speedway 

SPEaJWAYSTAfl CUP: Oxfanl v BMe Vue 

(ZO» 

PRaiER LEAGUE CUP: Oasgow v Hid 
(830; Nawesstie v Berwk* (B3C&; Newport 

vExetorpSO) . 

INDIVIDUAL: AqueriUe Stud Champf- 
onahrp; (at UHdenhaS) 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: Cmcfcte TbeMre, SheOteid: 
Entessy World ChaipfcjnsHp. 
BADMINTON: Cartftt British Grand Stan 

MOTORCYCLING: Thnudoii: British &J- 

perttoChampmshO 

IICTTOR RACING: Ponte gtoi : Auto Trad- 

bt British T&urinfl Caf Cha/nporaii 



Tension mounting; Peter Reid, Sunderiancfe manager, squares up to an assistant referee 

Sheffield pay for Cup run 


THH Sheffield United manag- 
er, Steve Thompson, blamed ex- 
haustion as the reason his side 
failed to win at Crewe on Thurs- 
day night, a result which would 
have booked their place in the 
First Division play-offs. 

The Blades, beaten 2-1 at 
Gresty Road, must win their 
final League game al Stockport 
tomorrow or they could see sev- 
enth-placed Birmingham City 
leapfrog them by winning at 
Charlton, fourth in the League 
and chasing the second automatic 
promotion place along with Sun- 
derland and Middlesbrough. 

Thompson's side have not 
dropped out of-jhe top six all 
season, as well as reaching the 
FA Cup semi-finals before los- 


ing to Newcastle, but the Blades 
manager admitted; “The boys 
are exhausted. We are paying 
the price for our Cup run. 
Stockport will be our fourth 
game in eight days. 

“1 am still confident be- 
cause we have got a good 
chance with our goals scored. 
We have got a one-point mar- 
gin on Birmingham .There will 
be pressure on them as well as 
on us,” said Thompson. “I wfll 
be giving Charlton boss Alan 
Curbishley, an old team-mate, 
a ring and I will be telling him 
there will be a bottle of cham- 
pagne if Chariton help us out” 

Crewe took the lead on 
Thursday during a two-minute 
spell in the final 10 minutes. 


First Colin Little scored from a 
corner after Dave Walton had 
flicked oh at the near post then 
a minute later Steve Anthrobus 
exploited a good delivery from 
Kevin Street to thump a head- 
er past keeper Simon Tfacey. 

■ Hopes were raised when 
Lee Unsworth felled substitute 
Petr Katcbouro inside the area, 
but Graham Stuart’s penally 
produced a terrific save from 
Crewe’s Nigerian keeper Ade- 
mole Bankole. 

Midfielder Ian Hamilton 
gave United hope with a minute 
to go, reacting quickest to a de- 
flected shot from Dean Saun- 
ders to bead the ball into the 
net, but Crewe hung on to their 
lead in a tense finale. 


Best has 
swipe at 
United 

‘failures* 


By Stephen Vines 
In Hongkong 

GEORGE BEST has made an 
extraordinary attack on his 
Manchester United successors, 
saying that players like striker 
Andy Cole “couldn’t play” and 
“weren’t worth the transfer fee”. 

The former United legend, 
speaking in Hong Kong during 
a visit to promote a new sports 
betting dub, also claimed the 
Red Devils had been paying too 
much attention to the Champi- 
ons’ League and had suffered in 
the Premiership as a result. 

Best, 52, said lifting the Eu- 
ropean Cup “has become a bit 
of a Holy Grail”. He added: 
“They have got into Europe so 
many times in recent years and 
Alex Ferguson must be sick of 
reading about the 1968 side.” 

Not only was Best less than 
complimentary about his former 
dub, but he criticised the state 
of football in general. “Rule 
changes have made it a game for 
softies,” he said. “If you're felling 
someone you can't tackle it's 
ridiculous and stupid, unbeliev- 
able in fact. The physical side of 
the game has now all but gone.” 

Best no longer plays football 
following a knee operation but 
joked he was “thinking of mak- 
ing a comeback now you don’t 
have to tackle and be tackled”. 

Best was also not enam- 
oured with what he described as 
“the money side of the game 1 *. 
He said: “It has gone beyond be- 
lief. Players are being signed up 
for huge packages and dubs are 
paying £20m for players who 
just can’t play.” 

Equally well known as a 
hell-raiser during his halcyon 
days. Best conceded: “Players 
like Ryan Giggs and David 
Beckham are protected by their 
dubs nowadays and are less like- 
ly to ruin their careers through 
outside influences.” 

The only positive side to the 
current state of football, ac- 
cording to Best, is “the intro- 
duction of the Premier League, 
the influx of television money 
and the exposure given which 
has started to heightca the 
presence of the game”. 
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Wenger unruffled by 



EVEN by his standards, Ais&ne 
Wenger looked impressively 
unruffled as he conducted what 
will probably be his last round 
of press conferences and tele- 
vision interviews before Arse- 
nal are crowned champions. 

The top flight’s two longest- 
serving dubs meet for what 
promises to be a momentous oc- 
casion tomorrow at Highbury, 
where victory for Arsenal would 
complete the first leg of a re- 
markable double and send Ever- 
ton perilously dose to relegation 
for the first time in 47 years. 

Wenger would have little 
time for Evertoo’s plight even if 
Arsenal did not want the three 
points so badly. Anything less 
than a win might leave the Gun- 
ners facing awkward trips to Air- 


field and Villa Park in search of 
a result, before meeting New- 
castle in the Cup final in a fort- 
night's time. Bat those who 
came yesterday seeking tell-tale 
signs of stress in the enigmatic 
ftench manager’s make-up were 
sorely disappointed. 

“It seems I still have alot to 
learn about English tradition,” 
he said with a smile after being 
informed that it is usual for the 
newly crowned Footballer of the 
Year to attend the Football 
Writers' dinner with his man- 
ager, even if it is less than'48 
hours before being involved in 
the FA Cup final Wenger orig- 
inally had no intention of at- 
tending, far less Dennis 
Bergkamp if the architect of Ar- ■ 
serial’s success on the field has 


recovered from injury in time to 
play a part at Wembley. 

“He has a pulled hamstring," 
Wenger confirmed. “It looks 
quite superficial but some fibres 
have been tom and that means 
two weeks at least, maybe three... 
He's had such a great season but 
unfortunately we have to finish 
It without him. I -would have 
loved to have him until the last 
day but now it looks as though 
the championship is over for 
him. I stiD have a small hope 
that he could be back for the fi- 
nal bat it [the recovery time] 
would be very, very short” 

Following a disappointingly 
eaiiy exit from Europe and an 
indifferent spell in mid-season. 
Wenger can be sure that his own 

achievements will be ffited 


Adam Szreter finds the 
.Arsenal manager (right) 
calmly feeing a crucial 
time without his ■ . 
Footballer of the Year 



much further and wider than is 
customary for Arsenal man- 
agers. For while the- results 
have been spectacular, the at- 
tractive style of their play has 
been revolutionary. 

Criticised at .first for im- 
porting a seemingly endless list 
of anonymous compatriots, 
Wenger can take great satisfac- 
tion from the way Emmanuel 


Petit, Nicolas Anelka and 
Christopher Web have blos- 
somed alongside P&trids: Vieira, 
while the signing ofMarc Over- 
mars proved a masterstroke. 

But with Wright out injured 
for the past three months it has 
been Bergkamp’s contribution 
that has really captured the 
imagination and his manager 
was more than happy to heap 


praise upon his talismanic 
Dutchman. “The beginning of 
the season was his biggest con- 
tribution because the team had 
no history at all,” Wenger said. 
“They didn’t know bow well they 
could do* and he and Ian Wright 

. were determined to help build 
. the confidence up in the side. 1 
think in the first 20 games they 
scored 18 orl9 goals together, 
which, was tremendous. 

“Dennis was unstoppable, 
not only because be scored goals 
but it looked so easy for him to 
run at people and through de- 
fences. He looked "physically 
very strong. Hrs third goal at 
Leicester, when he chipped the 
ball over the goalkeeper, was 
world das, and I also loved the 
goal he scored at Southamp ton 


because ifsa part ofDennisyOU 
don't often seel Itwas done with 
great. determination, where fie 
pulled foe defender and went 
through and finished it with .a 
very hard shot into theangle. 

“He’s a creative fitinkes. and 
I would say this kind of player 
needs alot offreedom- One part : 
of his brain is Toller’, becatisefie 

waits forthe right moment and 
tries to use it. He’s also at the 
age when you perform best, be- 
tween 28 and 3Z Youhave the 
skill and the maturity. He can 
still improve in the neat three 
years because it’s in him to try. 

.He loves perfection so there are 
no barriers for him”- - 

If there is one criticism that 
can be levelled at Bergkamp it 

is his propensity for red and yet 


lew cards, and Wengo^was 
. honest enough to . admit “I 
think- his temperanienrwiH ■al- 
ways be a. problem fecaugeie 
has a provocative way ofplay- 
. ing foe the defen deis. S© be wifi 
Always be fouled and when h e’s 

fouled hedoesn’tfeelteppy^ 

lets the referee kacw.Ttb^he 
has improved during t& season 
and, he’s been man-marked 
many whk&createsjpore 
controversial situations thin 
zonal marking.” - - . . 

: Bergkairqj’sabsdiceis^sad 
way for the Eog&hscasanto end 
fin the Footballer of the ^kSfar, 

. but maybe even greaterJk^Llim 
arpimd the comer -for him m 
France tln^simimex^wheinAi-r' 
seoalfrms' will doubtless s&l be 
pmrhipg themselves. ■ . 


Dalglish 
goes on 
charm 
defensive 


Despite recent criticism, the Newcastle manager 
remains determined to keep his public and private 
persona separate, as Glenn Moore discovers 


WITH a series of clicks the tape 
recorders went off and Kenny 
Dalglish's smile came on like an elec- 
tric light. As it spread warmth and 
bonhomie across a Durham restau- 
rant the other Kenny Dalglish, the 
one with hooded eyes, curled lip and 
sardonic tongue, slipped away 
through some unguarded back door. 
It will wait in the shadows until the 
next press conference. 

Dalglish is not unique among 
football people in apparently pos- 
sessing two personalities: many great 
players have reacted to the referee’s 
whistle like a hypnotist’s subject to 
a click of the fingers. Mark Hughes 
is the classic example, metamor- 
phosing from soft-voiced, gentle 
family man to rumbustious, mauling 
centre-forward at the first peep 
from an Acme Thunderer. 

Dalglish’s transformation is sub- 
tler but no less startling. It has also 
been influential. His wariness with 
the media - both print and broad- 
cast - has, along with the nature of 
his teams and the actions of a cou- 
ple of club directors, turned New- 
castle from everybody’s favourite 
other team to the Premiership’s 
most unwanted. 

Today they play host to Chelsea 
with many neutrals still hoping they 
fail to gain the point or two they may 
yet require to avoid relegation. In a 
fortnight they contest the FA Cup fi- 
nal in the position, unimaginable two 
years ago, of being neither favoured 
nor favourites to beat Arsenal 

The recent post-match press con- 
ference after 'these two clubs met at 
Highbury, when Dalglish spoke of 
“people like you wanting to pul 
knives in my back” and criticised one 
journalist’s girth, and another ref- 
erence last month (o newspapers 
“only being fit to wipe dogshit off 
your shoes", brought Dalglish’s re- 
lationship with the media to a new 
low. Thus on Thursday, partly on the 
advice of trusted allies, Dalglish 
participated in what the PR people 
would call a “charm offensive”. 


hosting lunch for a group of national 
journalists. 

On the record, with the tape 
recorders working, he was polite but 
guarded, occasionally evasive and 
combative over team selection, Alan 
Shearers conduct and the Stevenage 
affair. Off the record he was ex- 
pansive, candid and often funny. This 
part of the conversation must remain 
confidential but, though the delivery 
was as defensive as ever, his on-the- 
record thoughts were still more re- 
vealing than customary. 

Understandably Dalglish was at 
his spikiest when discussing New- 
castle’s season. “How far away are 
we from being in Arsenal’s position? 
- 14 places, that’s how far.” 

One hack boldly interjected: “It’s 
actually 15 places," but Dalglish re- 
fused to rise to the bait. Instead he 
responded to the suggestion that 
Newcastle’s League position did 
not reflect the quality of the squad. 
“It reflects our results. You can’t hide 
from those. It is not something any- 
body gets any satisfaction from, nor 
is it acceptable. Is there more pres- 
sure at the bottom? The principle is 
the same. You are there to win 
games. I’ve been brought up all my 
life to win games and Tve been used 
to winning games. We just want to 
win games for different reasons. 

“There is disappointment, not 
frustration. It is not only for our- 
selves, it's for our supporters. That 
is the biggest disappointment. One 
or two things happened which have 
been positive. Getting to the FA Cup 
final gives the fans something to look 
forward to. something they've not 
had for 25 years; getting in the 
Champions’ League gave a bit of a 
lift, a bit of glory . It's a mystery why 
we can’t translate our cup results into 
the League.” 

Easier opponents? “Wfe had Ever- 
ton away. Stevenage, Tranmere who 
put out Sunderland, Barnsley who pul 
oul Man United. It’s all right saying 
United weren’t interested but I saw 
it oq television and they were trying. 



Criticised for his spiky attitude to all forms of the meefia, Kenny Dalglish prefers to keep the affability he shows in private away from the public gaze - Photograph: Allsport 


Then we played Sheffield Uaited who 
put out Coventry. It’s not our fault 
opponents beat teams who were 
favourites to go through. 

“Vfe’ve no regrets over Stevenage. 
All we ever said was to put safety first 
and foremost If we are wrong to do 
that we should not be a football dub. 
If somebody wants to watch their 
team play, they should be able to 
watch in safety and comfort. If we 
don’t ask the question, what do we 
do if we go there and something un- 
foreseen happens? There’s no way 
we were trying to be disrespectful. 1 
phoned them up and told them 
that" 

It is put to Dalglish that the mem- 
ories of Hillsborough must have in- 
fluenced his stand. The hackles rise. 
“Don't even ask that question. 
There’s no way I'm going to go over 
ihat again. That’s disrespectful to the 
people involved." 


Dalglish’s conduct throughout 
the Hillsborough disaster and 
afterwards has always been impec- 
cable. We move back to discussing 
Newcastle’s lack of goals. Is their per- 
ceived defensiveness a reason for 
Alan Shearer’s apparent frustra- 
tion? 

“You justify that [charge]. There 
is no justification for that, and he’s 
never levelled criticism at anybody. 
He’s always the first to pay tribute 
for the service he gets when he is 
banging in goals. 

“He may go wide now but he used 
to go wide at Blackburn and cross 
balls in. There’s no difference. Now 
you’re using Blackburn as a measure, 
but we gpt slaughtered when we won 
the League at Blackburn. We were 
top scorers twice in three years and 
we were still criticised.” 

If this sounds familiar it is because 
it used to be George Graham’s re- 


sponse when his Arsenal team was ac- 
cused of being boring. Goals may be 
the lifeblood of football but scoring 
them does not automatically equate 
to playing attractive football Look at 
Cambridge under John Beck. 

“I would much rather win a game 
54 than lose it 1-0. You certainly can't 
criticise Liverpool or Celtic for lack- 
ing adventure. Anything we say lo de- 
fend ourselves will be deemed as 
moaning but there are reasons for it 
I have a fair idea of what they are, but 
I'm not going to go public on them.” 

Injuries are one aspect, so is the 
sale of Ginola, Ferdinand and A s- 
prilla. All, said Dalglish, left because 
they wanted to go. “If someone 
doesn’t want to go. they stay. Given 
the choice I wouldn't sell anybody, 
but every manager would say that." 

Another problem Dalglish had 
when he arrived in January last year 
was the decision of his predecessor, 


Kevin Keegan, to disband the re- 
serves (a factor in Darren Hucker- 
by's departure before Dalglish 
arrived). Dalglish would not criticise 
Keegan but he did say: “People 
take derisions because they think it 
is right. I might make different de- 
risions, but it doesn’t mean to say the 
other person is wrong. I'll do what 
I think is right and the places Tve 
been I’ve always put a heavy em- 
phasis on development whfle re- 
membering die first team is foe most 
important thing.” 

There is a brief flash <jf on-the- 
record wit and disclosure when he 
discusses his appearance on News- 
night with Jeremy Paxman. “They do 
well to get his ego on foe television 
screen," said Dalglish. 

Then the tape recorders go off 
football's Victor Metdrew disap- 
pears and foe other Dalglish slips into 
his chair. The contrast is discussed 


and, since it preferred to in Ms au- 
tobiography, it is not betraying a con- 
fidence to reveal ihat the . distrust 
stems from a bad experience with a 
journalist in his early days at Celtic. 
That may be a long time ago but he . 
has seen ample evidence since to re- 
main cautions and, while it may be 
unfair to tar all media with the same 
brush, he largely treats evejyone 
equally, from golf partners to tabloid 
foot-soldiers. 

However, neither the media, 
Newcastle, their fans or Dalglish him- 
self benefit from foe mutual antag- 
onism that usually characterises his 
public relations. It is to be hoped that 
this week’s meeting produces a thaw 
on both sides. It would be a shame 
if a great player and successful man- 
ager is eventually, and inaccurately, 
remembered by the public at large, 
if not those dose to him, as a mis- 
erable curmudgeon. 


Last act and testament to a professional footballer’s career 


FOR ALL Graham Taylor’s 
qualities - he must have a few 
otherwise Witford would not 
be currently challenging for the 
Second Division Champi- 
onship - he is not renowned for 
being a master of foe sound- 
bite; unless, that is, you are a 
tabloid headline writer or a 
television documentary maker. 
However, foe former England 
manager did come out with 
some words of wisdom during 
Watford’s testimonial for 
groundsman Les Simmons, 
maintaining that S immo ns and 
his ilk were “the kind of peo- 
ple football should be hon- 
ouring, not highly paid players 
who are set up for life.” 

It's been said before, and of 
course not all players are that, 
but Taylor’s sentiments were 
valid considering Simmons 
bad given Watford 50 years* 
service. Originally in charge of 
the dog track around the 


ground, be was promoted to 
head groundsman in the ear- 
ly 1960s, since when he’d tak- 
en just five holidays, prepared 
Vicarage Road for over 1200 
senior matches, campaigned to 
have an errant Tony Currie re- 
instated to the first team, and 
even wrung a pay rise out of El- 
ton John. 

It wasn't a huge rise, just 
“an extra tenner to help pay nty 
bills” which he found in his 
weekly pay packet courtesy of 
Vfatford's then newly instated 
chairman after the board had 
refused his request. “That’s 
Elton for you,” he says, “good 
as gold.” 

It wasn't quite gold that 
Simmons received from his 
testimonial against Arsenal, 
but “over half-way to a six-fig- 
ure sum.” apparently. Enough 
foT him to pat away his pitch 
fork for a while, at leasL 

Good luck to him. Such loy- 


alty is a precious commodity in 
modern football, what with 
clubs desperately seeking a 
quick fix of success and play- 
ers and managers seemingly at 
the mercy of that mentality. Its 
OK, of course, if you’re at foe 
top end of the scale in that 61ite 
band of players who can name 
your price, but not such a 
bean foul game for those ding- 
ing to foe bottom rung of the 
ladder. 

It’s getting harder to make 
a case for testimonials in those 
higher echelons of the game 
where the money now flows so 
freely. In many respects they 
are anachronistic, a merce- 
nary way of saying “thanks for 
foe memories” - although at 
least fans can choose whether 
to support the player con- 
cerned. While it is argued that 
foe worthier recipients are foe 
one-dub lower league players 
like Andy Porter (Fort Vale), 
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Alan Knight (Portsmouth) and 
Lee Rogers ( Chesterfield ), few 
would begrudge the likes of 
Gary Mabbult a testimonial. 
Mabbutt has passed up a 


small fortune in signing-on 
fees to stay with Tbrtenham, but 
when it came to rewarding him 
for that loyalty the dub was 
parsimonious in the extreme. 
He even had to pay for the wa- 
tering of the ground for his tes- 
timonial against Newcastle in 
1996; considering foe crowd 
was just 17,200 one assumes it 
was hardly a bumper payday 
(£100,000 was the widely quot- 
ed figure). 

Stiff he wasn’t out of pock- 
et; not like one his predeces- 
sors, the former Spurs stalwart 
Phil Beat whose crowd receipts 
were insufficient to meet foe 
cost of bringing Bayern Munich 
over to White Hart Lane for 
his testimonial in 1973. 

These days tha! would nev- 
er happen. Firstly, the Profes- 
sional Footballers’ Association 
(according to their chief exec- 
utive, Gordoa Taylor) “would 
always help out if a player 


Stood to lose out fi nancially 
from bis testimonial." Second- 
ly. the testimonial committees 
- made up of fans and profes- 
sional people rather than dub 
employees so the player gets his 
cash tax-free - target certain 
dubs as opposition because of 
their away support (hence foe 
reason Newcastle. Bcnfica and 
Chelsea were preferable to 
Sheffield Wednesday for Ian 
Durrani's recent testimonial 
at Ibrox, and why Arsenal want 
to bring Celtic down for Lee 
Dixon’s impending gig). 

Such lofty opposition is not 
always available in these days 
of crowded fixture lists, al- 
though most managers will 
bust a gut to get a team out to 
support those who arc the 
most deserving: foe 50-odd 
players who are lost to foe 
game every year through injury 
and who would, as Taylor ad- 
mits, “willingly give every pen- 


ny back to carry-on playing." 

Man United senta team to 
honour former Manchester 
City star Paul Lake recently, 
while Spurs sent a side con- 
taining foe likes of Chris Arm- 
strong. Moussa Saib, Steffen 
Iversscn and Mabbutt to play 
in a testimonial for the former 
Gillingham midfielder Mark 
O’Connor last Tuesday in front 
of 3.033. “You dream of thou- 
sands coming,” O’Connor ad- 
mits, “and have nig htmares it 
will be just one man and his 
dog, so I was thrilled." 

However, the success of foe 
night, in which O'Connor 
played the first 15 minutes and 
which Gillingham lost 3-1, and 
of the usual race and golf days 
also on his testimonial agenda, 
wfll never compensate for what 
he no longer has - his contract 
to play professional footbalL 

Now 35, O’Connor broke 
his leg in a tackle with 


Fulham's Martin Thomas in 
November 1995 and was out of 
action for 14 months before 
niaking a comeback. “I still felt 
pain," he recalls, “but I kept 
thinking the leg would get 
stronger. It never (fid.” Advised 
by a specialist to retire, be is 
now scouting and helping r un 
Gillingham's centre of excel- 
lence whfle be waits for his case 
against Thomas to . come lb 
court. 

Incidentally, Glenn HoddJe 
was unable to fulfil his com-, 
mitment to play for Gillingham 
on O’Connor's night. Perhaps 
^°ddle doesn’t really rate tes- 
timonials. which wouldn’t be - 
surprising considering a miser- 
ly crowd of 13.567 watched his 
testimonial against Arsenal in 
1985- Hardly a testimony to his = 
sldlls, but then testimonials 
are no substitute for foe real 
foing. as Mark O’Connor will, 
tell you. 
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Prime movers heading in different directions 


THEY are the two most 
durable survivors in the Eng- 
lish game’s elite division and 
were prime movers in ihe ad- 
vent of the Premier League. 
But for Arsenal and Everton, 
who meet tomorrow knowing 
that a home win would clinch 
the Gunners’ 11th champi- 
onship, a parting of the ways 
may be imminent. 

Highbury's glory, in which 
Ian Wrighi stands by to play a 
pan following (he untimely 
injury to Dennis BergJkamp, will 
be Goodison’s grief. A decade 
after Everton would have been 
competing for the European 
Cup but for the post-Hcysel 
ban on English clubs, defeat 
would bring a step closer the 
prospect of derbies with Tran- 
mere rather than Liverpool. 


Four years ago, Everton 
escaped relegation lo the lev- 
el at which they last played in 
1954 by scraping past Wim- 
bledon on (he final day. Fail- 
ure to prevent Arsenal's 10th 
consecutive Premiership victory 
is likely to leave their hopes 
hanging on an indcmical result 
at home to Coventry a week to- 
morrow. 

Evcrton’s fate is now inex- 
tricably entwined with that of 
Bolton. A home win over an al- 
ready-doomed Crystal Palace 
today would see Bolton clam- 
ber over Howard Kendall’s 
lea m and out of the drop zone. 

The momentum is sudden- 
ly with Bolton. Palace’s morale 
wQI not have been enhanced by 
the decision of their chairman, 
Ron Noades, to take joint 


Everton must stop Arsenal clinching the title tomorrow to help their fight to avoid 
relegation for the first time since 1954. Phil Shaw on an intriguing weekend 


charge of playing affairs, while 
next Sunday's final reckoning 
looks (css arduous for the 
Lancashire club now that 
Chelsea have admitted their 
priority is the Cup-Winners' 
Cup final 72 hours later. 

In normal circumstances, 
Kendall might have viewed 
Bergkarap’s absence as a major 
fillip. However, Arsenal have 
had to learn to succeed without 
the newly elected Footballer of 
the Year, and Arseae Wenger 
may have the ideal understudy. 

Wright, though totally dis- 
similar in aylelo the Dutchman, 
should be fresh, if not quite 
match-fit, following his long 


lay-off. Apart from his desire to 
underline his worth to Glenn 
Hoddlc, he also has the extra- 
ordinary record of 12 goals in 
nine matches against Everton. 

In the unlikely event of Ar- 
scaal faltering, Manchester 
United’s tussle with Leeds on 
Monday will have added spice 
it hardly needs. Wenger would 
then have an unexpected op- 
portunity to emulate George 
Graham’s feat of 1989 by clinch- 
ing the title at Liverpool on 
Wednesday. 

Even the bluest of Everto- 
nians would be shocked if their 
team threw the race open again. 
Indeed, by tonight, their con- 


cern may extend beyond Bolton 
to Barnsley, whose penultimate 
fixture leads them to a Leices- 
ter ride with fewer home wins 
than anyone other than Palace. 
Only three points will prolong 
the struggle for Barnsley, who 
conclude with a visit by Alex 
Ferguson and company. 

The point Wimbledon 
ground out at Coventry in 
midweek makes them safe; 
further proof, if any were re- 
quired, of the managerial skills 
that may eventually lead Joe 
Kinnear hade to today’s visitors, 
Tottenham. 

An unfavourable goal dif- 
ference leav es Spurs oill need- 


ing another win to secure their 
top- flight future. Whether it 

comes today may hinge as nrnch 

on David Ginola’s response to 
being told he is not good 
enough for Fiance’s World Cup 
squad as on the hunger of Les 
Ferdinand and Jurgen Klins- 
mann to make it to the fina l s . 

G inala has consistently be- 
lied his image as a dilettante. In 
a more successful side he would 
have been a valid choice as Fbot- 
baDer of ihe Year. His skills were 
never in doubt at Newcastle, but 
it is a curious paradox that 
Spurs, the definitive fancy (fens’ 
chib, have brought out hidden 
depths of industry. 


Quite how Kenny Dalglish 
thought he could do without 
Ginola is a mystery, given 
Newcastle’s mediocrity. While 
they would confirm then - sta- 
tus by beating Chelsea, such 
considerations could almost 
become secondary compared 
with the scrutiny to which 
Alan Shearer will be subject- 
ed. 

With Fhmce QSloommg, the 
England captain’s recent boor- 
ishness has been alarming- Sel- 
ling aside Dalglish’s risible 
that it was an act with- 
out malice, the boot he swung 
into the face of Leicester’s 
Neil Lennon can only be in- 
terpreted as proof of his frus- 
tration with his own and 
Newcastle’s indifferent form. 

Shearer would normally 


have been odds-on to finish as 
the Premiership's top scorer. In 
his protracted absence, his for- 
mer partner at Blackburn, 
Chris Sutton, moved into the 
lead and now has 17 goals, one 
more than Dion Dublin, whom 
he faces at Coventry today, and 
Bergkamp, Jimmy Hasselbaink 
and Michael Owen. 

Spearheaded by Owen, Liv- 
erpool take on West Ham. 
who harbour Uefa Cup hopes 
but last woo at Anfield in 1963 
and have scored just twice in 
15 writs. Paul Ince’s reaction to 
the abuse he invariably re- 
ceives from his old club’s fol- 
lowers will also come under the 
microscope, especially since it 
is only 10 days since his alter- 
cation with a West Ham fan 
outside WembJey. 



Bolton v Crystal Palace 

8bke 0 Leading scorer Dyer 8 

Last season: No fixture 

Andy Todd is available for Bolton after suspension and may be pre- 
ferred ahead of the Northern Ireland international Gerry Taggart 
Colin Todd has almost a full squad to select from despite an injury 
scare earlier this week' which saw Mark Fish. Pfec Frandsen and Bob 
Taylor on the treatment table. But all three are fit with Taylor most 
likely to partner Nathan Blake up front Dean Holdsworth. out with 
a hamstring injury For the last three weeks, has returned to training 
and could start but midfielder Scott Sellars is still out with a sciat- 
ica nerve problem and may not play against until next season. 
Relegated Crystal Palace have a foil-strength squad for today. Mon- 
days 3-0 defeat by Manchester United confirmed the Eagles make 
an immediate return to the First Division and saw Attilio Lombar- 
do step down as player-manager. Lombardo will be in the side as 
a player today in a team that has been picked by coach Brian Spar- 
row. Herman Hnstdarsson and Paul vCbrhurst are likely to regain 
their starting places, and Matt Jansen and Marcus Bent could share 
the striking duties up front 


Coventry v Blackburn 



Dublin 21 


Leading scorer Gafiacher. Sutton 
Last season: 0-0 





Coventry, manager Gordon Strachan will check Dutch midfielder 
George Boateng's fitness before naming his side today. Boateng has 
missed three weeks with a thigh muscle injury and if he is selected 
either Trond Sohvedt orWillie^land will drop out The 22-year- 
old Dutchman trained bn Thursday and yesterday, but Strachan has 
to ckjcKe whether he is fit enough for a foil 90 minutes of football. 
Blackburn's goalkeeper Tim Flowers has recovered from a shoulder 
injury but will not start today. Manager Roy Hodgson has already 
decided that Australian John Rian - once of the Sky Blues - will free 
his former dub.- Blackburn: will at 

HighfteW Road but *' 

Stuart Rjptey after suspension ahd jajOry respective# 

appear to be competing for the right to replace Sherwood vwth Hodg- 
son unlikely to make many changes after seeing his side embark on 
a mini revival with four points from the last six (including the 1-0 
midweek win at Chelsea) - and no goals conceded. 

Leicester v Barnsley 

ftarshaJI » Leading scorer • Redfeam M 

season: No fixture 

Leicester City midfielder Neil Lennon is fit to face Barnsley today 
after his touchline encounter with. Newcastle striker Alan Shearer 
in the midweek 0-0 draw at Filbert Street Lennon has suffered no 
adverse reaction to the controversial incident despite being left with 
a bloodied nose, bruised cheek and cut /ip. ManagerMartin O Neill 
has no fresh injury worries and is expected to field an unchanged 
sde for today's game. Leicester have drawn four of their fast six games 
in the Premiership, but will be buoyed by the fact they won 4-0 at 
Derby last weekend. 

Barnsley manager Danny Wilson has virtually a foil squad to choose 
from for the game. WJ Ison has defender Chris Morgan and stoker 
Georvi Hristov out of contention as they serve the lastpme of twe 
and three-match bans respectively, but striker Ashley Ward should 
return to the starting line-up in a match which 
fy need to win to have any hope of avoiding retention, ward came 
on as a substitute and played with a kidney infection in last weeks 
2-0 defeat at home to Arsenal. 

rji Liverpool v West Ham 

Owen 21 Leading scorer Hanson 24 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 0-0 

;hael Owen will return from suspension to play for Liverpool I at 
Held today against West Ham. with both tearr ^ hasing ^j^ 
pSSteS McMammaa Jamie Redknapp. Dwnwc Matteo 
\ (Sab Jones are all out of contention but 
,n McAteer and Steve Harkness. Manager Roy Evansse fcedon 
.blems are heightened by doubts over youngsters David Tbon^- 
fEmcky rL, Jamie Carragher and Danny Murpfy are £ 
to play m midfield, although Patrik Berger could play on the 

ip as McManaman's replacement 

It Ham forward Paul Kitson is hoping to start today. *^tho^ 
Harry Redknapp insists that he is not folly match fit Gen- 

SXtShXSZ*"*' k«*»|X* ^.John Hart. 


Newcastle v Chelsea 

rer, Banws 7 Leading scorer ^ ® 

Last season: 3-1 

I h, without Northern Ireland winger Keith Gillespie 
have a fitness « on . 

ptsbaia is also out of contention - he s on interna- 

?££ Manager Kenn, □#*<£ 

. nntroirwtonayonoinerKMMo 




And statistics 

How Premiership players fail to keep up appearances 


players used. Several of the players with the best 
Premiership appearance records over the last six 
years, including Gary McAJfisierand Colin Hendry, 
have missed a number of games through injury. 

Whether the squad system is the redpe tor 
success is another matter. Two of the 
Premiership’s top five teams, Manchester United 
and Leeds, also have two of the three most settled 
. sides in the division. Leicester have had the most 
settled line-up and have enjoyed a successful year, 
wtfletheteamswiththefourmostunsettledBne- 
ups have ail been fighting against relegation in 
recent weeks. 


The squad system pioneered by Ruud Gullit at 
Chelsea earlier this season appears to be gaining 
favour with other Premiership managers. Clubs are 
rotating their players more than ever before as they 
attempt to cope with the demands of the long 
season. 

In the Premiership's first season in 1 992-93 - 
when teams played 42 games compared to the 
current 38- a total of 20 players appeared in every 
match. Even as recently as two years ago the total 
was 15. This season, however, with at least two 
games stW to go, only eight players have a fun 
attendance record. 

Furthermore, of the eight ever-present only 
six have started every game. Three goalkeepers, 

Paul Jones (Southampton), Neil SuBhran 
(Wimbledon) and Kevin Miller 
(Crystal Palace) have been on 
the field throughout their teams’ 
seasons. No outfield player has 
completed 90 minutes In every 
match, although Des Walker (Sheffield • 

Wednesday), Per Frandsen (Bolton) and 
Steve McManamah (Liverpool) have started 
every game. David Beckham (Manchester ■ 

United) and Stephen Carr (Tottenham) have 
appeared in every match but include some 
substitute appearances. 

The increasing physical demands of the game 
have aiso been a factor in the growing numbers of 

Ever-present in the 
Premiership this season 

Goalkeepers • Apgs* Starts Substituted ; 

I~, •.frtrtV WtkYfani ■ -,-y J -fjtil 

Outfield players 

- ■ T 3R? f- 

C’- v-'r-v. . 

--X " ' 

•AppeaniKBs includes appeaonres as stostititt 

Settled teams: How 
Leicester lead the way 

Based on stafetics, Leicester Cfty have the most sefflad team in the Premiership this season. 
Everton the most unsettled team. The "settled factor* here is based on 3 points tor each player 
starting 30 or more games. 2 points for 25-29 games, 1 point for 20-24 games, minus 1 point for 
less than 20 


Paid Jons, with 82 consecutive League 
appeaances, is the Premiership player with the 
longest current ever-present sequence, but te has a 
long way to go before he can match the division’s 
record. That is held by David James, who made 
159 consecutive appearances in the Liverpool goal 
until losing his place to Brad Friedd earlier ties year. 

In the Rrst Division, 13 players have appeared 
in every game this season: Dean KSey, Nick Daws, 
Chris Lucketti (aB Bury). Richard Wright Mick 
StockweS, Matthew Boland (ati Ipswich). Lionel 
Perez. Lee Clark, Michael Gray (an Sunderland). Ian 
Bermett (Birmingham). Mark KkiseSa (Charfton). 
Alan Rogers (Nottingham Forest) and Les 
Robinson (Oxford). 




Leeds 

Mao Utd . . 
Aston VBa 
■Blacteum • v 
Arsenal 
Coverfey . 
Wimbledon 
Liverpool V" 
Derby . .. 
'Southampton 
Barnsley 
Bolton " 
Chelsea 
West Ham 
SfteffWed 
Newcastle. 
CPatece 
Tottenham : .‘ 
Everton 


Number of players who have: 
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Paal Jones, Souttampton’s 
goalkeeper, challenges 
Everton’s Danny CadamarterL 
Jones ts the Premiership 
player with the longest current 
sequence of consecutive League 
appearances 


The Premiership 200 club 

Players with 200 or more Premiership 
appearances 

Tim flOT^titocWnrm). 

Peter Schmaichel (Man.Uttf) 

PaterAltBftba ; (^W0d)L- - 218- 
Tbti Sherwood (Bfackbum) __ . 

'6tey.SpCed (Newcastle^. . s -j_ 

Jdf Kenna (Blackbun) 

Steve M^terarraa'pjvsmopO 
Nigel Winterbum (Arsenri) 

Dering tiWln(Man.OttO 1 : 2 i 
Matt Le TTssier (Southampton) 
fMfe.Souflj^tsr^vHton) ■ 

Kevin Rlchanfson (Southampton) 206 
.Gary Paiaer'(MehUtttf: V? :i: r ^ 

Mark Hughes (Chelsea) 

GaryM<AIB^(G(rireri6y)j 

Cotin Hteidry (Blackburn) 

Statistics: Brian Sears 
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FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: HO W THEY STA ND 
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Form 

lna«MautsM 
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2 Man Utd 

36 
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36 
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8 Aston Vffla 

36 

51 

-2 

8 3 7 25 24 

7 3 8 20 23 

WWWWl 

TODAY 5heff ww (At 10 May Arena! (A). 

9 Leicester •. *. .'J 

36 

» 
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jo Derby 

36 

49 

-l 

II 3 4 32 18 

3 4 C f7 32 
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TODAY: Ssriwrplon {At 10 May Lwerpod H 

|1 . Coventry 

36 

« 

-o 

•■7 9 .’r‘\2- '-24 




17 Southampton 

36 

47 

-3 

10 1 7 28 21 

4 4 (0 21 31 

LLDLW 

TODAY: Derty (Hh JO fhy Tottenham (A) 

13 Shelf V\fed •' 

36 

44 

•M2-: 

\9. '. 




\4 Wimbledon 

36 

43 
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5 6 7 16 19 

5 7 6 15 20 
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(6 Tottenham 

36 

40 
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7 7 4 22 2J 

3 3 12 15 32 
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36 

39 


-j 4 • 7 

V2' - : 8-^8 



ift Bolton 

36 

37 

-21 

6 8 4 20 20 
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1 9 Barnsley 

36 
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Sheff Wed v Aston Villa 


Di Cajnio 14 


Leading scorer 
Last season: LI 


Yorke 14 


Itafian teenage striker Francesco Sanetti will perhaps be on toe 
bench for Sheffield NAfednesday for their final home game of the 
season. The 19-year-old has finally received intemtoonaJ clearance 
and the Owls' manager Ron Atkinson is likely to make him a 
substitute against the dub he used to manage. Affenson has three 
players back from suspension - Italian striker Benito Cart-one. 
Yugoslav defender Dejan Stefenovic and right-back Eari Barrett 
are all available after completing one-match bans. Striker Andy 
Booth is the only injury doubt as he has a groin strain. 

Aston Villa's central defender Gareth Southgate and utility player 
Simon Grayson are on course to be fit for today's match at 
Hillsborough, where the hosts are unbeaten since last year in the 
League. Both Southgate (ankle) and Grayson (calf) have been 
under treatment all week after picking up injuries in test 
weekends 3-1 defeat by Bolton. Defenders Steve Staunton and 
Riccardo Scimeca will definitely miss the match as they have 
hamstring injuries. 


Southampton v Derby 



Le TTssier B 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 3-1 


Wtrvchope 16 


Midfielder John Beresford is out of Southampton's final home game 
of the season against Derby today. Beresford, a £1 5m signing from 
Newcastle at the beginning of February, is struggling with an ankle 
ligament injury which forced him to miss test week-end's 4-2 victo- 
ry at West Ham. Teenager Kevin Gibbens, who made his debut as 
Beresford's replacement last Saturday, is in line to keep his place with 
Andy Williams also in contention. Defender Richard Dryden is bat- 
tling to recover from a virus while England Under- 2J striker Kevin 
Davies is still out with a knee injury while midfield player David Hugh- 
es has a caff strain. • 

Derby striker Francesco Baiano misses today's match at The Dell 
with the knee injury which kept him out of the 1-0 midweek, de- 
feat at Arsenal. The Rams' motivational captain Igor Stimac is doubt- 
ful with the chest infection that has kept him out of contention for 
toe last two games. Italian wing-back Stefano Eranio has seived a 
two-match ban but is struggling with a groin injury. 


Wimbledon v Tottenham 



Leabim. EueJI 8 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 1-0 


Ginola 9 


«b3 *& 


Dean Blackwell and Robbie Earle will not play for Wimbledon to- 
day as Joe Kinnear's side prepare to face relegation-threatened Tot- 
tenham at Selhurst Park Young defender Blackwell faces an operation 

on a fractured cheek bone which he suffered in a collision with Coven- 
try's Dion Dublin, while Earle has yet to recover from a broken tee. 
Nigerian international striker Efan Ekoku and Jamaican internation- 
al striker Marcus Gayle could well start the game, with Wimbledon 
likely to be at foil strength apart from their two key absentees. 
Swiss defender Ramon Vega is suspended forTottenham's trip across 
town to face the Dons. That means Colin Calderwood is likely to 
move into the centre of defence, with Allan Nielsen returning at 
left back Spurs coach Christian Gross has made his peace with Jur- 
gen Klinsmann - and believes the German striker can finally allay 
the last of Tottenham's relegation worries. Gross praised the work 
rate of Klinsmann in the 2-0 win against Newcastle last weekend 
and called for a repeat performance against Wimbledon today. "Ju- 
rgen is working the hardest I have seen him wort: for us," said Gross. 


Arsenal v Everton 


Bergkamp 22 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 8-1 


Ferguson 



Ian Wright is likely to be a substitute for Arsenal for tomorrows 
potential titJe-dinching match with Everton at Highbury as manag- 
er Arsene Wenger is likely to replace his injured Dutch striker Den- 
nis Bergkamp with Christopher Wreh. Wenger believes that 
Wright may be short of match fitness after his long injury lay-off 
but has not yet finally decided on his starting line-up. Wenger also 
has a doubt over Emmanuel Petit, who has a groin injury following 
the I -0 midweek win over Derby in which he scored the only goal, 
but Nigel Winterbum is expected to recover in time from an an- 
kle problem. In their attempt to become the first team outside the 
north-west (and only third team in all) to win the Premiership, the 
Gunners are looking for a tenth consecutive League win. 

Everton's veteran defender Dave W&tson, who has been suffering 
from a knee injury could be recalled for today's match. Defender 
John O'Kane is bade in the squad after suspension, and teenager Darv- 
ny Cadamarteri is also available. Should Everton lose today and Bdton 
win against Crystal Palace, Everton will move into the bottom three. 


FAIR PLAY LEAGUE 


nttorae OamaRedlMtMPa M 


1 G Willard -20 

2 flW ..-..20 

3 G Barber 

4 U Ramie ..19 

5 M Reed —18 

6 D Beray .,19 

7 PDtiWn.M.18 

8 J Winter — 19 

9 SDunn -..15 
K)M Rtoy —19 
11 A Wide —21 
12K Bunge 

13 N Baity —19 
14M BM*tnnri20 
15 G Ashby ..18 
IBP Jonea.-20 
l7PAtaX* ..19 
1SS Lodge— 19 
19D Gatogher 19 


7 85120 600 

8 » m 5L7D 
B 88 116 552 
5 » 99 521 
2 79 89 494 


62 82 432 
80 7S 417 
71 79 416 
51 61 407 

60 75 395 
69 79 376 
44 64 356 
59 64 337 

61 66 330 
49 59 328 

55 65 325 

56 81 321 
49 59 an 
47 57 300 


IPmmioGhip msttftM only; Rad can*: 
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UNFAIR PLAY LEAGUE 

PtayedRM 'Mb* Pt» 

1 Everton —36 5 75 100 278 

2 Leeds —36 4 73 93 258 

3 Coventry ..36 5 66 91 253 

4 Bolton .....56 5 64 B9 247 

5 Sheff Wfed 36 4 64 84 233 

6 Arsenal ...36 3 68 83 231 

7 Derby 37 2 75 85 220 

S Barnsley ..36 4 61 81 225 

9 Chelsea ...26 3 65 80 222 

10 Blackburn 36 4 55 75 208 
V C Palace -38 2 64 74 203 

12 West Ham 36 4 53 73 2JQ3 

13 Solon 56 3 56 71 197 

14 Newcastle 36 2 61 71 197 
^Tottenham 36 2 54 64 178 

16 Man Utd ..36 1 59 64 178 

17 Liverpool ..35 2 48 58 1156 

18 Leicester ~36 2 41 51 142 
19Wimbledon36 1 48 53 139 

2QA Villa .36 1 41 46 128 

(Ran card* fipo. 'teSmr. Iptf 
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Eagle’s self-belief faces 


Rugby League 


By Dave HadReki 


SHEFFIELD EAGLES must 
look to the past and to their own 
future for inspiration as they oy 
to become the biggest under- 
dogs to win at Wembley for a 
decade and a half. 

Not since a homespun 
FeaLb erst one team beat the 
world -ranked stars of Hull in 
19S3 will there have been an up- 
set to compare with the prospect 
of Sheffield lifting the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup this afternoon. 

Leigh were equally unlikely 
winners before they beat Leeds 
in 1971. It is fair to point out, 
though, that neither had to over- 
come a Wigan team coached by 
John Monie. 


Monie, who has never lost a 
Challenge Cup tie, insists that 
his side are not burdened by 
their overwhelming favouritism. 
“We’re always glad when the 
bookies mdse us favourites,*' he 
said. ‘They’re the ones who 
drive the Rolls-Royces.” 

It does mean, however, that 
the Eagles have, in the words of 
their captain, Paul Broadbeut, 
“everything to and nothing 
to lose.” 

They have another incentive. 
Wembley will have its lowest 
crowd for decades and, although 
most neutrals will be supporting 
Sheffield, the empty seats where 
their own fans should be will be 
a reminder of bow far they still 
have to go before they become 
big players in their own dty. Their 
best reaction would be to say: 


“OK, getting to Wsmbley wasn’t 
the breakthrough we thought it 
would be. Well have to win the 

damn thing " 

It takes a real leap of faith to 
believe they can. Their coach, 
John Kear, promises that “we 
have tremendous self-belief and 
tremendous self-confidence”, 
but, confronted with the best, 
that is QOt always enough. 

Kear yesterday named a 
team with John Lawless start- 
ing at hooker, ahead of the 
equally strong Haims of Darien 
TUrner, and with Rod Dcyle’s 
extra defensive steel preferred 
to Martin Woods dikributive 
skills at loose-forward. 

Lawless’ kicking skills are 
seen as part of the strategy to 
pin Wigan back during the first 
quarter of the game. Tf it’s nil- 


nil after 20 minutes. Til be 
delighted," says Kear, who has 
seen Wigan blitz so many sides 
early in big games. 

Wood and TUrner are on the 
bench but there is no place for 
Marcus Yfessflakopoolos, whose 
status as the only Eagle to have 
appeared in a Wembley final - 
for Leeds - shows their lack of 
big-match experience. 

Wigan’s three years away 
from Wembley and their rapid 
turnover of playing staff since 
Moose’s return means that they 
have nine players who have 
not appeared in a final at 
Wsmbley before. 

The difference is that the 
nine include players like their re- 
markable full-back Kris Radlin- 
ski, who has played there three 
times as an international, and 
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the Australians, Danny Moore, 
Mark Bell and Robbie McCor- 
mack, who, between them, have 
played in Grand Finals, State of 
Origin series’ and Tests. 

There is no comparison be- 
tween the depth of experience 
in the two squads, nor do 

Sheffi eld have rei tamties forary 

TOdd Xm like Andy Enroll aod 
Jason Robinson, who are the 
favourites for the Lance Tbdd 
Trophy as man of the match. 

The only Wigan player who 
could be termed a risk is the 20- 
year-old centre or second row, 
Lee Gilmour, and only because 
of his limited first team oppor- 
tunity so far. But GQmour was 
as cool and confident as any of 
the veterans renewing there old 
acquaintance with the stadium 
yesterday. There is no tradition 


ofWIgan players mute- Monte's 
tutelage freezing on the big day. 

Nor can Sheffield count on 
any complacency. That is not in 
the repertoire of people such as 
Monie or Denis Betts. There 
might be those within the dub 
who expect the Eagles to fall flat 
on their faces, but the players 
will not be listening. 

Sheffield can make a real 
contest of it “We know that 
when we get it right we are a 
match for any side in the com- 
petition," says BroadbeuL _ 

- K he and Date Laughton can 
tear into Wigan from the start, 
they can get it right for a good 
part of the match, but not, you 
have to fear, for die hill 80 
minutes. 

Hofgate changes his 
spots, page 19 
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J Robinson. 
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Hampshire’s stroll in The Parks fails to materialise 



Ztoihi’lSHU- 




David Leather, of British Universities, appeals in vain for an Ibw decision against Hampshire’s Jason Laney at The Paries yesterday 


Photograph; David Ashdown 
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Football 
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By Nick Duxbury 


ON MONDAY 


28-PAGE SPORTS SECTION 


7 stS find tf dtflfcuft to get my heed around a passport wfth 
the words “rugby player* on H That seems wrong, some- 
how. Rugby has been a pretty demancBng way of Iffe, but it 
was my choice and I've always derived enormous 
satisfaction from if - Michael Lynagh tells Chris Hewett 
how he is preparing for a Gfe after rugby 



TODAY 


11 PAGES 
OF SPORT 
BEGIN ON 
PAGE 14 


O’Sullivan suffers for 
loss of concentration 


Snooker 


By Guy Hodgson 
at The Crucible. Sheffield 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 



Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 


m C1EB Q 0 dHH QJQO B 
0 Q H EJ m 0 
HHDQIlGinDB EDQ0Q 



7 Detraa from last 
food? (4-4) 

9 Jinx covering rings (6) 

10 Charge bound to in- 
volve billions, reflec- 
tion (5) 

11 Comedian married 
during his tour abroad 
( 8 ) 

12 Bureaucrat having zero 
scope in supplying fruit 
(K6) 

15 FoBow a Duke in the 
parade? (6) 

16 One dad in red colour 
isn't this! (6) 

IS Sweet’s power - all in 
the cocoa, possibly 
(5,9) 

20 Both parents wiQ ap- 
pear in London street 
(4.4) 

22 Beheading allowed? 
That’s terrible (5) 

24 Fruit container made 
from joke mesh (6) 

25 Not great shot -but 
not missing (2. 6) 
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0 0 U 
0D0BB 
B 0 
nsfflsa 
a d a 
BOBUS 
0 0 
00QIDB 

HOB 

BEEBE 

D 0 Q 
□BB 


Lightweight continent? ' 

(») 

Cooking ingredient in 
what might be Mrs Bee- 
ton’s book (4) 

What supplies some 
fizzing in busyjabone- 
lines? (6) 

Women having that chap 
on impulse (4) 

Trailer not shifting? It 
may be very heavy ( 10) 
Quiet person snaffling 
second dessert (6) 
Weaken novel in exclud- 
ing ship (5, 4) 

23 ’Ey unsuccessfully to 
write cheque (forgetting 
the amount) (4,1, 5) 

24 I nd ecisive cattle ran 
astray (9) 

17 Bed supplier suggesting 
other changes about rest 
( 8 ) 

18 Source of oil worth little 
in quantity? (6) 

19 How to incorporate lines 
on love without meaning 
( 6 ) 

21 Creative political group 
wanting leader (4) 

23 Stole, perhaps, getting 
Yard in a rage (4) 
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wTIkT PMtBBiB.ltahar; o IMb. ftaaibniuzJ CnMc BcnhaaK M ft*e- 
man. Wattw»-«l-Ston*. 


IT CANNOT be easy having 
your concentration on a hair 
trigger. One minute you are 
washing up, the next you have 
been diverted on a night out, 
which, if nothing else, makes 
the Marigolds hard to explain. 
Such is the fate of Ronnie 
O’Sullivan. 

If God felt inclined to pick 
a snooker team, O'Sullivan 
would be in iL The man could 
pot where others can only pon- 
der but the sad dung is he would 
be first reserve for the celestial 
mind wanderers, loo. As a con- 
sequence he trails John Higgins 
12-4 after two sessions of their 
Embassy World Championship 
semi-final. 

It was an afternoon where, 
if you were part of O'Sullivan's 
back-up team, you would have 
been tempted to run out into 
the arena and give your man a 
thorough shaking to wake him 
up. In every frame he got in 
amongst the balls and on each 
occasion a slip would betray 
him. Higgins, who got better as 
the story repeated itself, could 
barely believe his good for- 
tune. 

Eight frames lost in succes- 
sion. O'Sullivan should not do 
that if be was playing left-hand- 
ed - which he is perfectly ca- 


pable of. Higgins was brilliant, 
O'Sullivan so bad you wonder 
about his fate in the game. The 
theoiy is that he has too much 
ofagrip on himself to overtake 
Jimmy White as the best play- 
er never to win the world cham- 
pionship, but yesterday you 
were not so sure. ■ 

“Concentration isn’t the 
strongest part of my game,” 
O’Sullivan said before the 
match, “and when I get a big 
lead I let opponents back in 
sometimes. JVe got lo learn to 
finish people off." 

Yesterday a big lead would 
have been a luxury. Level at 4-4 
from Thursday, the need was to 
make sure you paired up at least 
your share of the frames. Noth- 
ing fancy, just an accumulation 
job and anything else is a bonus. 
Higgins, as dmlcal as a syringe, 
understood; the notion ap- 
peared lo have slipped O’Sul- 
livan by. 

In the first frame of the day 
the 22-year-old Londoner 
missed a green to allow Higgins 
to feast on the colours, in the 
next be was 51-0, got a kick to 
go out of position and. a missed 
black later, his opponent was on 
his way to making the score 6-4. 

“I've played John a lot of 
times and every time be has 
beaten me I haven't played well 
enough," O'Sullivan said. 
“He’s similar to Stephen 


Hendiy, veiy consistent He 
never lets his game drop below 
a certain standard. I'm going to 
have to play better against him 
than I have against any other 
player so far in the tourna- 
ment" 

Some chance. You are re- 
luctant to accuse players of 
losing the mil to try but by the 
end O’Sullivan was exhibiting all 
the signs. Shots he would flick 
in with barely a thought in 
practice were acute angles out 
in execution, his face pale with 
demoralised shock. The Rocket, 
who salvaged only two points in 
the last four frames, had run out 
of fuel. 

Meanwhile Higgins rolled 
on remorselessly, ending with 
breaks of 79, 84, 79, 97 and 52. 
The Scot needs just five out of 
27 frames today to reach his 
first final and sued) was the psy- 
chological wreckage silting in 
the opposite chair he could 
achieve that in this morning’s 
session. 

That was a rout, the other 
semi-final took on an altogeth- 
er different character yesterday 
morning as Mark Wi lliam*, die 
world No 4, clawed back from 
a 6-2 deficit lo level S-8 with the 
reigning champion, Ken 
Doherty. Their match, unlike 
O’Sullivan, looked destined to 

go the distance. 

Results, Digest, page 19 
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THEY may have lost the 
championship, but Manchester 
United appear determined not 
to be beaten in the race to sign 
the world’s best players for next 
season while ensuring their 
home-grown talent stays put at 
Old TJrafford. 

United’s bankets wiH have 
welcomed foe outcome of Paul 
Scholes and Butt’s pay ne- 

gotiations, . the players having 
PTHiiniitteri thp-pfak years nf their 
footb^Urvestothedubwlthnew, 
seven-year contracts. The duo, 
both now Eingland players, have 
signed deals - reported to be 
worth £lm a year - that will 
keep them at United until June 
2005, by which time they will 
both be 30. 

However, the club’s fi- 
nanciers will have felt a shiver 
on hearing the news that after 
putting in a call to Juventus to 
determine the price of the strik- 
er Alessandro del Piero and 
making PSV Eindhoven’s Jaap 
Siam the world's most expen- 
sive defender at £10ta,' United 
have reportedly shown an in- 
terest in Real Madrid’s Rober- 
to Carlos, the Brazilian 
full-back with the thunderous 
banana free-kick. 

The Spanish newspaper El 
Mundo was telling its readers 
yesterday that United are pre- 
pared to pay a staggering £53m 
as a down payment to buy the 
25-year-old Carlos’ contract 
from Real. However, United 
balked at paying £25m for Del 
Piero, whose wage demands 
would have cost another £25m 
over five years. Carlos’ pay 
cheque is hardly likely to be less. 

At present, Carlos is preoc- 
cupied with Real’s meeting with 
Juventus in the European Cup 
final on 20 May. 

“Manchester United have 
told us they are willing to pay 
the waiver clause price to end 
the player’s contract and that 
Lhey will get in contact with Real 
after the final,’’ Oliveira Junior, 
one of the defender’s agents, 
said. Carlos’ waiver clause is set 
at £60m, but only £53m would 
have to be paid to the ReaL 

Howard Kendall has won 
his struggle with the Everton 
chairman, Peter Johnson, to 
sign John Spencer immediate- 
ly. Kendall was ready resign if 
Johnson pulled out of the 
transfer after blocking it ear- 
lier this week. However, 
Kendall told Johnson that 
Everton had a “moral duty" to 
push through the £l-5m deal 
for the Queen's Park Rangers 
striker, who had undergone ex- 
ploratory heart surgery in .or-, 
der to pass a medical. 

Ron Noades, the Crystal 
Ware chairman, is planning to 
take control of Second Division 
Brentford for £750,000 should 
Mark Goldberg succeed with 
his £30m takeover of Palace. . 

Football, page 20-23 
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Language 

barriers 

Since the Plain English Campaign launched rts honesty mark scheme 
for sales literature only one financiaJ services firm has dared to 
declare that what we say is what the public gets'. Paul Slade reports 


Honesty, truthfulness, sim- 
plicity and ease of under- 
standing ought to be essentia] 
elements of any firm’s products. 
AU the more so in the financial 
sector, which has been plagued 
in recent years by one scandal 
after another. 

Savers are left baffled by in- 
comprehensible literature, the 
salespeople who contact them 
make astonishing claims for 
their products — and, when a 
claim is made or a policy has to 


be abandoned, there is always 
some clause there to penalise 
or deny people their rights. 
Things ought to be ripe for 
change. 

Yet a Plain English Cam- 
paign (PEC) initiative to flag up 
honesty in sales literature, 
launched a year ago, has found 
few takers in the personal 
finance industry. In order to win 
their company's literature a 
Plain English Campaign hon- 
esty mark, top executives must 


A lot of rhubarb... 


At the end of this month 
Plain English Campaign’s 
director, Chrissie Maher, will 
be lecturing in Brussels as 
part of the European Com- 
mission's Fight the Fog pro- 
gramme. 

No doubt Europe will 
continue to provide British 
consumers with plenty of 
impenetrable prose. But 
there is plenty of home- 
grown gobbledegook, too. 

Richard Hunter, manag- 
ing director of London in- 
dependent financiaJ advisers 
Holden Meehan, picks a 
section from a local council’s 
employee pension scheme 
booklet as his own favourite 
example. It reads: 

“The calculation of the 
death grant is slightly differ- 
ent if the employee was in 
receipt of a pension as a 
result of a frozen benefit 
coming into payment or if he 
retires in the income tax 
year he would have attained 
state retirement age and bad 
less than two years reckon- 
able and qualifying service.” 

Mr Hunter says: “I find it 
quite annoying that normal 
people, who are not involved 
in this sort of stuff, have to 
make their way through mas- 
sive sentences like that” 

If it's massive sentences 
you’re after, a recent reso- 
lution from a Scottish Ami- 
cable Investment Managers’ 
AGM takes some beating. 


This runs to a punctuation- 
free 174 words, and holds the 
1997 Silver Rhubarb award. 
The Rhubarbs are given each 
year by the Plain Language 
Commission, another clarify 
watchdog. 

The resolution reads: 

“That is substitution for 
any existing power under 
section 95 of the Companies 
Act 1985 (as amended and 
from time to time in force) 
(“the Act’), but without prej- 
udice to the exercise of any 
such power prior to the date 
hereof, the Directors be and 
are hereby empowered pur- 
suant to section 95 of the Act, 
to allot equity securities (as 
defined in section 94(2) of 
the Act) for cash pursuant to 
the authority contained in the 
Special Resolution dated 3rd 
April 1995 given in accor- 
dance with section 80 of the 
Act as if section 89(1) of the 
Act did not apply to any such 
allotment even if shares are 
allotted for cash at a price 
below the relevant net asset 
value per share provided 
that this power shall expire 
on 20th September 1998, 
save that the Company may 
before such expiry make an 
offer or agreement which 
would or might require 
equity securities to be allot- 
ted in pursuance of such 
offer or agreement as if the 
power conferred hereby bad 
not expired.” 


sign a declaration that “What 
we say is what the public gets”. 

So far, only one financial ser- 
vices company has been brave 
enough to do this - and then for 
only a single document 

That company is ColomaJ 
Financial Services. It carries the 
honesty mark on the Colonial 
Investment Bond's key fea- 
tures document, which cus- 
tomers receive as part of the 
sales process. 

A large Irish financial instil 
tution will announce plans toin- 
clude the mark on the customer 
brochures and policy docu- 
ments for a range of five new 
life insurance polities in May 
or June. But so far there have 
been no other takers among in- 
surance and investment firms. 

The honesty mark adds a 
halo to the PEC’s existing 
“Crystal Mark". The declara- 
tion must be signed by the 
company’s managing director, 
company secretary and lawyer 
or draftsman. 

PEC director, Chrissie Ma- 
her, says the idea of the hon- 
esfy mark is to show customers 
that nothing important has 
been left out of the document 
or buried in the anafl print “Mfe 
tested it in 15 cities and the 
whole market said, “Yes, that 
would be fabulous’,” she says. 
“We then, threw tit into the. 
arena and had no takers what- 
soever. I wasn’t surprised.” 

The Irish group - which 
asked not to be named ahead 
of the new range’s official 
launch - will give the honesty 
mark its biggest boost yet from 
the financial services industry. 
A spokeswoman for the group 
says: "It's saying there’s no 
hidden extras, and no small 
print -what you see is what you 
get At the end of the day, peo- 
ple just want honesty.” 

Ms Maher says: “The Irish 
are galloping ahead of the Eng- 
lish at the moment A lot of the 
big companies have fallen at the 
fourth or fifth hurdle, because 
the lawyers wouldn’t sign it 
That tells me a lot about mort- 
gages, pensions and life insur- 
ance companies - .what are 
they hiding?” 

The declaration which com- 
panies must sign also gives the 



PEC the right to withdraw 
the mark at any time, and the 1 
company agrees that it will pro- 
tect the PEC from “any harm 
or liability” suffered as a result 
of the mark being wrongly 
used. 

Helen Crossfield, head of 
public affairs at Colonial 
Mutual, says signing a docu- 
ment like this requires a real 
commitment “We had to go 
through some hoops to make 
sure we were recognising the 


risks.” she says. “It wasn't some- 
thing that we signed willy-nilly. 
I think it changes the way that 
we write and the way that we 
present it 

“There are a lot of compa- 
nies that put a lot of stuff in 
small print, all squashed at the 
bottom. A financial services 
document is an ideal docu- 
ment in which to hide infor- 
mation, because it’s so 
complex.” 

Ms Crossfield hopes that all 


the company’s documents for 
customers will eventually cany 
die honesty mark. This may give 
the company a commercial 


edge under the Government’s 
proposals to “kitemark” prod- 
ucts which are easy to under- 
stand, she adds. 



vr m 

INDEX 


Checkout rates 

Salisbury's Bank, the 
foodstore chai rvcu m-ban k, 
this week turned up the 
screws on its traditional 
rivals by accusing them of ' 
underpaying some £330m in 
interest each year on low- 
inrenest instant access 
accounts. The neo-bank 
claimed savers were losing 
an average of £25 a year, on 
average deposits of £1 ,000. 
Meanwhile, Sainsbur/s now 
has 700,000 customers and 
£].5bn on deposit. 

Euro cheques 

Thomas Cook will be 
adding euro currency 
travellers cheques to its 
existing range from next 
year. The travel firm 
said its move would let 
travellers guard against 
fluctuating exchange 
rates while abroad. 

Charge sheets 

Finding out what charges are 
levied on your pension or 
endowment can be fraught 
with difficulties. Sometimes 
providers’ figures are simply 
wrong. Janet Waifond and 
John Chapman report 
Pages 6, 7 

Future homes 

Buying a new home is 
more than choosing the 
right bricks and mortar 
nowadays. Penny Jackson 
finds some purchasers 
are prepared to pay 
thousands for full-grown 
trees to be planted, 
while Andrew Hyfius’ 
visits new internet- 
linked communities. 
Pages |0, II 


Safeway 


Safeway has asked us to 
point out that the videos we 
referred to last week earn 
only 0. points each at the 
standard rate under Its ABC 
loyalty card scheme. 
Customers could get 36 
points if they had qualified 
for triple points by spending 
£240 die previous month. 


How to drive down insurance premiums 
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As the cost of house 
insurance fells, motorists 
are seeing premiums rise. 
As Nic Cicutti discovers, 
rt pays to shop around 

Insurance premiums for most motorists 

•re set on an upward freed over the new 

if few months, according to new research. 

The cost of home and contents cover 
continues to fall for the time being, 
though insurers are predicting a heavy 
A knock-on effect from the week of 

^ April’s storms. 

The average cost of car cover rose 
by more than 1J per cent in the past 
quarter compared with, the previous 
three months, according to the AAs in- 
surance arm. Home insurance dropped 
bv 1 per cenr over the same period. 

Yet both drivers and homeowners 
could still save pounds if they bothered 
to shop around for the cheapest quote. 
In some cases, motorists could lop more 

than£150offthecostofflnavcw^- 

Z^Zuld save £34 on average by 

* finding the lowest buildings 

* “tf**,** -aivuvmt if home and contents 
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insurance is considered jornUy. 

The surrey underlines the import 
uncefbr motorists and 
doing “insurance homework every 


After the floods: April's storms will be costed Into policies Geraint Lewis 


year, no matter whom they have taken 

out cover with. 

Geoff Lowe, director of AA Insur- 
ance, says: “Most people love to get a 
bargain and it is well worth contacting 
a number of insurers for competitive 
quotes, or getting a broker do it for you. 

“The recent floods and increase in 
claims, though, is expected to affect 
reinsurance premiums and we are 
predicting a knock-on effect to be 
reflected later this year.” 

The AA’s survey mvorves 50 so- 
called “risks”, typical policyholders 
selected on the basis of age, location, 
occupation, and type of c^r or 


property, depending on wh 3 t is insured. 
Price movements are checked each 
quarter to see whether they rising or 
felling, with 37 of the UK’s leading 
insurers being polled, including the 
cheaper direct telephone-based ones. 

The survey found that while die cost 
of most motor insurance had risen by 
anything np to 3.5 per cent in the last 
few months alone, some drivers are still 
paying less than they would have been 
in 1994. 

ft>r example, a male vet in North- 


tain fully comprehensive cover for his 
Mercedes 19a By April tirisyear, insuring 


the same car would cost £671, including 
insurance premium tax of 4.5 per cent, 

The AA also finds that shopping 
around pays: the average cost of the 
three cheapest policies was £150 lower 
than the overall average for compre- 
hensive cover. 

s imilar results appear in the home 
survey. The average buildings premium 
is now more than lOper cent lower than 
it was in January 1994, while contents 
premiums have also dropped by almost 
7 per cent over the same period. 

In one example, a four-bedroom 
bungalow in Edinburgh, which would 
have cost £122 to insure in July 1994, 
-would now cost just £104, including in- 
surance premium tax, a drop of more 
than 14 per cent 

The cost of home and contents 
cover has also fallen compared with the 
three months ago, with the same “risks” 
being almost 1 per cent cheaper for 
buildings cover and 0.24 per cent for 
oontents, on average. 

One new feature of car cover is that 
the average comprehensive policy now 
costs less than the average non- 
comprehensive cover. This, the AA 
says, is because those who take non- 
comprehensive cover are newer drivers 
who have not yet buHt up a no-claims 
discounL This is increasingly important 
in terms of reducing die cost of premi- 
ums, Moreover, the premium also 
reflects the risk represented by the 
driver, rather than the net replacement 
value of the car itself. 


Thought for the day 



You'd he better off with an IF A 

IHBl ABVHHTSEMBWT4PPEAKS ON BEJUU W B&fWVS DUtEPEKfiENT FtKAKCUL AOVQERS JUIP HAi BPtN AfTCOVEfi BY 1 HflSON BEUltATEO BT THE I’M 








THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 2 MAY 1998 

2 ▼ 


2/PERSONAL FINANCE 



The cost 
of picking 
wrong 
policies 


MONEY MAKEOVER 


A steady take-off for high-flyers 


NIC CICUTTI 


A few weeks ago, the Con- 
sumers' Association (CA) 
published a report on “finan- 
cial disclosure”. This is the 
term given to a rule forcing 
insurance companies to tell 
their prospective clients ex- 
actly how much will be taken 
from policies they buy. 

The CA report concluded 
that most people were baffled 
by the financial information 
they receive and conse- 
quently don't bother reading 
iL “See,” cried sections of the 
financial industry, “the CA 
admits that forcing us to pro- 
vide all this information to 
diems was a waste of time.” 

Actually, it said nothing 
of the son - merely that 
when details are given of bow 

much a policy will cost to 
take out, the information 
should be dear and relevant 

It is these issues which 
John Chapman and Janet 
Whlfbrd try to address in our 
centre pages this week. John, 
formerly a senior official at 
the Office of Fair Trading, 
argues that companies rely 
on the poor information we 
are given to sell us duff 
products. He puts forward 
his own alternative form of 
disclosure, plus a proposal on 
how products should be 
“benchmarked" or assessed 
as to their value at various 
stages in their lives. 

Janet’s story ties in with 
this. She is the highly 
esteemed editor of Money 
Management , a financial 
magazine which specialises 
in researching financial 
products, and her claim of 
how one company. Allied 
Dunbar, supplied her with 
wrong information for a 
survey on pension products 
makes important reading. 

The company was asked 
to give details of what one of 
its 25-year policies would be 
worth if a person was unable 


to keep paying into it after 
two years and the money was 
left in there for the rest of the 
term. Essentially, the answer 
should have been zero. But 
Dunbar supplied details of 
another policy, which would 
have left £13,000 in the pot 
- quite a difference. 

1 should point out that 
Allied Dunbar disputes her 
story. The company says the 
details it passed to Money 
Management were of a pol- 
icy where a person who is unr 
sure of their future need only 
pay info for two years, with- 
out incurring huge future 
penalties. This, it claims, 
was repeatedly pointed out 
to the magazine and no 
attempted deception was 
involved. Of course. Allied 
Dunbar, or “Allied Crowbar" 
as it was once known thanks 
to the forcefulness of its 
salespeople, is a highly 
reputable company and I ■ 
accept its word entirely. 

But what annoys me is its 
additional argument The 
firm says that its advisers can 
only offer products based on 
what they are told try clients. 
Thankfully for all the Mystic 
Megs who know what then- 
future hold two or three 
years down the line, the 
company has a policy with 
low charges for them. 

But if yon or I tell a 
Crowbar salesman that we 
expect to be able to keep on 
making contributions for the 
next 25 years and we sud- 
denly get made redundant 
after two years, that's our 
problem, in other words. 

I'm sure it is. But given that 
all our futures are so uncer- 
tain nowadays, I think FU give 
Crowbar's products a miss. 


THE MAKEOVER 
Name: Sharon Newman 
Age: 24 

Occupation: Cabin crew mem- 
ber at British Airways 
The Problem: Sharon and her 
partner Andy have just bought 
their first home near her work. 
Now that much of the process, 
involving legal fees and other ex- 
penses are out of the way, she 
and Andy want to get things bade 
on an even keel, start to plan 
their finances, calculate their in- 
comings and outgoings and pre- 
pare for any future needs. 

The Advice: Don’t do things on 
an individual basis. See retirement 
planning In conjunction with in- 
vestment, protection and every 
other issue. 


Me Cicutti was dus week 
voted journalist of the year for 
national newspapers in the 
Scottidi Life Pensions Awards. 


Sharon and Andy, a self-em- 
ployed shop-fitter, have just 
moved in together in their 
home a few miles from 
Heathrow Airport. They have 
a joint income of around 
£42,000 and Sharon feels now 
is the time to sit down and or- 
ganise her financial affairs. 

She originally found it dif- 
ficult to obtain a mortgage be- 
cause more than half her total 
income is made up of bonuses, 
shift and overseas allowances, 
and because of Andy’s self-em- 
ployed status. Eventually Hal- 
ifax stepped in with a rate of 
7.35 per cent fixed for five 
years. While this may not be the 
cheapest around, it carries no 
redemption penalties, allowing 
early repayment of the loan, or 
compulsory insurance pur- 
chases, which usually add at 
least 0.25 percentage point to 
the cost of a mortgage. 

The couple both have pen- 
sions in plac* - Andy through 
Friends Provident, and Sharon 
is a member of BA’s occupa- 
tional scheme and also makes 
top-up payments into the com- 
pany’s Additional Voluntary 
Contribution (AVC) scheme. 
The Advisee Andrew Hunt, in- 
dependent financial adviser at 
Maddison Monetary Manage- 
ment with branches nationwide. 
Call freephone: 0800 074 2233. 
The Advice: Now the mortgage 
is up and running, Sharon and 
Andy need to ensure that they 
set up an appropriate cash flow 
management system, in order 
to understand bow their income 


and expenditure match up. In 
order to manage their cash 
flow effectively they will need 
to calculate their average 
monthly net income. As this is 
variable, they should monitor 
their expenditure in detail, by 
keeping a record of how much 
they spend in specific areas and 
ensuring that at the be ginning 
of each month they transfer the 
required amount into a “house- 
hold budget aocount". What- 
ever is left over is their 
disposable income. 

Another fundamental of 
any financial plan is that of a 
cash reserve, an account that 
can be accessed at short notice 
to cater for any emergencies or 
opportunities that may arise. 
An amount equal to three 
months’ expenditure is recom- 
mended, although some people 
may feel this is insufficient, de- 
pending on circumstances, 

Sharon has already opened 
a Postal Account to house her 
cad) reserve. These are ideal for 
cash reserves and for holding 
money for short-term objec- 
tives. Some of the best rates 
available on instant access ac- 
counts include Safeway Bank 
(yes, the supermarket), which 
is offering? A per cent gross in- 
terest on balances in excess of 
£2^00, and Northern Rock, of- 
fering 7.85 per cent on deposits 
of over £10,000. 

Once Sharon knows her cur- 
rent financial position is in or- 
der, she should consider 
medium- to long-term issues, in- 
cluding protection, retirement 
and investment objectives. 

Protection is important par- 
ticularly because Sharon and 
Andy have just taken on a 
mortgage- Whilst their mort- 
gage has been protected against 
death, they need to consider 
protection in the event of long- 
term illness or disability. 

The main form of “disabil- 
ity Insurance”, Permanent 
Health Insurance (PHI), pays 
out a tax-free monthly income 
in the event of the insured be- 
ing unable to work through al- 
most any accident or Alness. 

Increasing demand, as in- 
surers see a rise in claims over 
the coming years, means pre- 
miums are likely to rise. So it is 
important to choose a provider 
that guarantees to keep premi- 
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Savings build-up; Sharon Newman should consider funds that invest in Europe 
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urns level throughout the life of 
the plan, such as Canada Life, 
Zurich Life or Swiss Life. 

Although Sharon is only 24, 
she should also consider re- 
tirement planning. She is a 
member of BA’s pension 
scheme. By the scheme retire- 
ment age of 55 (for cabin crew) 
she will have accrued a gross an- 
nual pension of approximate- 
ly 56 per cent of her basic salary. 

Sharon should therefore be 
looking to boost her pension in- 
come through Additional Vol- 
untary Contributions (AVCs), 
either through her employer or 
through* a private arrangement. 
In-house AVGs can be beneficial 
in that the employer may match 
contributions and/or pay some 
of the attached charges. But a 


Free-Standing arrangement pro- 
vides choice and flexibility. 

Sharon is currently paying 
AVCs with British Airways but 
should consider her options 
fully when deciding to increase 
these. If she were to effect a 
Free-Standing arrangement she 
should consider a provider who 
will allow the flexibility to vary 
contributions without heavy 
penalties, for example if she 
were to take time out to start 
a family. Leading providers of 
such flexible plans indude Scot- 
tish Widows and Commercial 
Union. Andy, being self-em- 
ployed, has a Personal Pension 
Plan with Friends Provident. 

Sharon's main interest is re- 
building her savings. She is 
considering investing in anoth- 


er PEP for the current tax year, 
which is also the last that PEPs 
will be sold, and is prepared to 
take a higher than average risk 
with her long-term savings. 

Sharon may therefore wish 
to consider funds that invest in 
Europe or even maximising* - ' 
the 25 per cent of her PEP al- 
lowance which can be invested 
■outside the EC 

An ideal REP for this purpose 
is the Skandia MultiPep, which 
offers access to 75 funds through 
17 different fund managers 
across all sectors of the market 
With the MultiPep, one can 
switch between fluids at very lit- 
tle cost, thereby giving greater 
investment flexibility and con- 
trol over the longer term. How- 
ever. the annual management 


fee incurred on the MultiPep is 
high, involving both a fee to 
Skandia and a separate one to 
the fund manager, totalling an 
average of ZS per cent a year. 
If a MultiPep were to be used, 
it sh6\ild be accompanied by - 
regular -revievfe to< determine 
the need for switdrirg from one' 
fund to another. Otherwise the 
extra costs imght.outweigh the 
benefits of flexibility. 


If you are interested in having a 
free financial makeover, please 
write to Andy Verity. Free Fi- 
nancial Makeover, The Inde- 
pendent, One Canada Square. 
Canary Wharf, London, E14 
5DL 1 xm must be wHtingforyotir 
picture and financial details to 
appear in the paper. 



UNDERTHE 

SPOTLIGHT/SCOTTISH LIFE 
INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO 


The Product: Scottish Life 
Secure Investment Portfolio 


THE RIGHT PENSION 
ADVICE CAN ENSURE 

A COMFORTABLE FUTURE. 


Thafj //Ivy Scottish Amicable recommend you call IFA Promotion Por a lial of' local 
Pinancial dd/ijoin aMlo‘ 11 ornarc you don't ejel jUicr In the mud. 


Call Pvqq on 08000 131 13Q. 


The Deal: Scottish Life, the 
Edinburgh-based insurer, is 
offering a offshore 
investment bond through its 
Isle of Man subsidiary. 

The bond can be divided 
into 100 individual policies 
for ease of enactment, with 
minimum investments per 
policy of £500. However, the 
minimum initial investment is 
£15,000. 

The bond invests in a 
range of tracker fends, 
including Japan, where it 
is linked to the performance 
of the Nikkei 225 index, 
the UK and Lhe US share 
indexes. There is also a 
cash fund investing in 
offshore deposit 
accounts. 

Investors can define the 
extent of risk they are 
prepared to accept, limiting 
losses in any one quarter to 
between 1 and 5 per cent of 
capital invested. 

They can also define the 
proportion of their 
investment in each fend. 

Cash withdrawals nf 5 
per cent or less arc not 
considered as income and 
can be made free of tax. 

Withdrawals of up to 10 
per cent of capital may be 
made without penalty from 
Scottish Life. 

Switches may be made 
between funds without 
capital gains liabilities. 

Annual loyally bonuses of 
I per cent arc’ attached to 
the investment after the 
fifth vear. 


Plus Points: This is a more 
sophisticated variant of 
typical offshore investment 
bonds. It offers a range of 
bells and whistles that may 
make it attractive to 
sophisticated investors 
and those with specific 
financial planning needs that 
require them to place a 
proportion of their funds 
offshore for the time being. 

The investment grows 
free of tax, which is only paid 
at full encashment. The 
capital protection, which 
guarantees the original sum 
invested, plus the absence of 
a time limit on the 
. investment, mean that it is 
possible to wait for a good 
moment to sell up, rather 
than have a forced maturity 
of the investment. 


An Equitable way 
to top up your 
company pension 


Drawbacks and Risks: The 
charges are extremely heavy - 
8 per cent of the fluid’s value, 
deducted monthly over the 
first five years of the 
investment, plus a further 
1.25 per cent annual 
management charge, and 
potential penalties for early 
encashment. 

For most investors, this 
type of fund is slightly over 
the top. Guarantees of this 
sort are available onshore, 
with PEPability (and future 
ISAbiltty) on sums of £5,000- 
£6,000 a year, more than 
enough for most needs. 


Did you know that to receive the maxim um pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have more time to enjoy life, you have less money 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

Tibu make contnbuucms from your gross income, with, 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What s more, we don’t believe in paying commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call (0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon bdow. 
www.equitablexo.uk 
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Marks out of Five: Four 
for clever design, two for 
charges and meeting typical 
financial needs. 

- tVic Cicutti 
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The Equitable Life 

profit Jr°m our principles 




o*> l 







3/PERSONAL FINANCE 



Focus in on vintage prints 


before they fade from view 



Collect to Invest: 
Museums and 
Americans are 
snapping up classic 
photographs, warns 
John Windsor 





[table ^ 

up your 
v pension 


It may seem an unlikely comparison, 
but vintage photographs are a hit like 
Italian primitive paintings. There was 
a time when such paintings could be 
collected in armfuls. Then they were 
all gone. 

The international market for 
photographs is still young, dm inp only 
from the mid Seventies. But scarce 
prints are fast disappearing into 
museums and the collections of rich 
Americans. The last chance to snap 
them up is now. 

The blockbuster prices are for 
20th century photographs. Collect 
historic 19th century prints if you 
must But twentieth century prices 
are rising fastest and the marker's 
preferences for names and images 
have not altered much over the 
past few years. 

This makes investment simpler - 
although the range of quality, from 
numbered and signed “lifetime*’ 
editions to “later printings’*, run off 
by goodness knows whom, goodness 
knows when, is a perpetual night- 
mare for those lacking an eye for the 
subtleties of tone. 

Front runners, price-wise, are 
Stieglitz, Kert6sz and Man Ray. 

The American Alfred Stieglitz 
(1864-1946) pioneered a direct, 
truthful “pure photograph/* and set 
standards of technical excellence, 
especially in portraiture. His portrait 
of the hands of his companion and 
inspiration, Georgia O'Keeffe - one 
of nine known prints, seven in 
museums and one in private hands | 
- set a world record for a photograph 
of $398^00 (£250,000) at Christie’s 
New York that has lasted since 1993. 

Andr£ Kert6sz (1894-1985), a 
Hungarian, emigrated to the United 
States in the Thirties, where he 
photographed for Vogue and 
Harper’s Bazaar. Last year his pho- 
tograph of Mondrian’s pipe and 
glasses fetched J376J500 at Christie s 
1 New York. 

Five of the top 10 auction prices 
for photographs are for the work of 
the American Man Ray (1890-1976), 
who lived among the surrealists of 
Paris for most of his life. 

There is solid demand for these 
top three, whose work is sold almost 
exclusively in New York. Even the 
second string - Edward Weston, 
Alexander Rodchenko and Edward 
Steichen - can fetch over $100,000. 

Buyers in London should con- 
sider the favourite images of Bill 
Brandt (1904-1983), who was briefly 
Man Ray’s assistant and went on to 
. document British life with a surreal 
eye. There is a .rising demand for 
characteristic images of his, such as 
bis untitled nude of 1952. 

One “printed later” is estimat- 
ed £2.QOO-£3,000 in Sotheby’s Lon- 
don sale next Thursday (10 30am), 
Another later printing of the same 
image made $2,860 . 

Christie’s New York in 1990. In 
1986, Sotheby’s sold one of un- 


specified printing for a mere £770. 

Nobody knows how many copies 
of the nude were primed. They are 
hardy perennials at auction, but 
repeated exposure seems to be 
making them more and more femous 

and boosting their value. 

The same investment principle 
applies to other well-known im- 
ages, such as Brandt’s picture of a 
disgruntled parlour maid and under- 
parlourmaid about to serve dinner 
in 1933, which sells for around 
£5,000, and the legendary French 
photographer Henri Cartier-Bres- 
son’s portrait. Rue Mouffetard. 
showing a boy proudly canymg 
home two bottles of wrne, m Pans 
in 1958, worth around £3,500- 

Few 19th century images have ac- 
quired such a valuable rachcL 
Among the exceptions is Robert 

Hewlett’s stunning portrait of Brunei 
standing in front of the launchmg 
chains of the Great Eastern m 1857. 


Sotheby’s expects £1,000-£1,500 for 
a copy in' Thursday’s sale. The print 
)» rn tonal range. The astonishing 
£22,000 paid for the same image in 
1987 demonstrates the importance 
of condition. 

The numbering and signing of 
editions may seem to be a reliable 
way of determining rarity value. 
But Sotheby's expects only £40&-£600 
for one of an edition of 10 signal 
prints of Bob Carlos Clarke s 
fedshistic nude “Nadia/Black Rope" 
(1991), whereas Robert Frank’s 
“Chicago” (1955-57)- not a limited 
edition but known to be a rarity - is 
estimated £3,000-£5,000. 


Sotheby’s photographs, Thursday 
(10.30am), 34-35 New Bond Street, 
London W1 (0171-293 50001 
Christie’s South Kensington, fine and 
rare photographs, Friday (11am), 
85 Old Brampton Road. London 
SW7 (0171-581 7611). 


Good 

exposure: 

No one knows 
how many 
copies of Bill 
Brandt*s 1952 
untitled nude 
(above) were 
printed, but 
the more they 
appear at 
auction the 
more the 
value rises. 
The print of 
Brunei in 1857 
(right) is 
estimated 
£1,500. A 
better quality 
print sold in 
1987 for 
£ 22,000 



Pensions spoken plainly. 


Ask . question .bout pensions - ot even . eo m p.,« tt d one - „d W. r- ■ 

Out *ve o honest a— cunteu. position, — 

questions ot gite advice - all by phone. What could be plainer than that? 


Call, 8*m-10pm, 7 days a week quoting re(:28BD327 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to Your Independent Financial Adviser. 
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Cut out the 
paperwork on 
your bank 
accounts and 


ROBIN amlot *« returns 


Prior to Gordon Brown’s of 
March Budget, capital °1 

gams tax (CGT) was a te 

fiendishly complicated, ex- M 
pensive to operate lax 

which raised only a few B 

hundred million pounds for vi 
the Inland Revenue and tt 
only affected a small pro- w 
portion of the population. ® 
Following the Budget a 
reform of CGT, it is stfll a n 
fiendishly complicated, ex- a 
pensive to operate tax jj 

which raises only a few a 
hundred million pounds i* 
for the Inland Revenue 
and only affects a small I 
proportion of the popuia- a 
lion. 

If you don’t believe me 
about how complicated 
CGT has become, ask an 

accountant. Last month, a 
meeting of tax experts, ac- 

■ countants and city fund 

managers concluded that 
the Finance Bill’s propos- < 
als make CGT so complex i 
that it would be impossible 
to write software capable 

I of calculating tax liabili- 
ties! 

As taxpayers, we can 
only hope that the confu- 
sion the Chancellor has 
succeeded in creating 
is resolved as soon as pos- 
sible. However, it is not a 
problem most of us will 
have to worry about The 
“joys" of the self-assess- 
ment tax return provide 
enough headaches. 

Help with your tax re- 
turn is one of the facilities 
available in Microsoft 
Money 98 Financial Suite, 
which is locked in battle 

with Intuifs Quicken for 

supremacy in the personal 
financial management 
field. Moneys Thx Estima- 
tor will help you to pre- 
pare for submitting your 
tax return. 

Money 98 has an online 
facility which you can ac- 
cess directly through the 
program and includes 
Money Manager, a data- 
base of articles and infor- 
mation about personal 
finan ce. 

It may be difficult for 
most consumers to choose 
l between Money 98 and its 
I competitor from Intuit, 
Quicken, wben deriding 
which software to use to 
manage their finances. 

I However, one group of 
I computer users does not 

I Have this problem — those 
1 artistic types who use Apple 
I Macintosh computers since 
I neither program will run on 
j the Mac operating system. 

I one area in which Mi- 
crosoft’s program appears 
I to be setting the pace over 
I Quicken is in online bank- 
1 mg. Barclays Bank, Na- 
I tionwide B inkling Society 
I and Royal Bank 


of Scotland have afl devel- 
oped online banking sys- 
tems based on Microsoft 
Money 98. 

In addition, NatWest 
Bank’s online banking ser- 
vice, which goes live later 
this year, will also work 
with Microsoft Money and 
Royal Bank has launched a 
complete PC banking and 
money management pack- 
age specifically designed 
for small businesses. Roy- 
line Account Master, which 
is linked to Money 98. 

A recent survey by 
NOP for Barclays Bank 
showed that more than a 
third of us with computers 
at home spend more lime 
in front of the PC than the 
TV, which leads me to the 
inescapable conclusion 
that we all need to get out 
more. 

However, Barclays does 
claim to be adding 5,000 
customers every month to 
its PC Banking service. 

Set up in April 1997, in its 
first year of operation Bar- 
clays’ PC Banking gained 
43.500 customers. Nation- 
wide claims 50,000 cus- 
tomers for its own online 
service. 

In fact, personal finan- 
cial man agement at the ba- 
ric level of organising 
one's own bank account is 
likely to be one of the big 
selling factors in getting 
more people into comput- 
er stores and on to the in- 
ternet over the course of 
the next couple of years. 
Barclays' survey shows 82 
per cent of people believ- 
ing that banking via a PC 
will become increasingly 
popular in the future. 

For example, the hew 
bank Alliance &. Leicester, 
after a year-long pilot 
scheme, will shortly follow 
e Co-op Bank and offer all 
its customers the option of 
an online facility. Lloyds 
TSB is also working on an 
online facility and asking 
customers to register their 
interest in taking part in its 
trials on the bank’s web- 
site. 

The phrase “high street 
bank" has already had 
something of a hollow ring 
for much of the 1990s with 
all the big institutions cut- 
ting staff numbers, closing 
branches and reducing 
their street presence. The 
current rush to offer on- 
jle line services could sound 

x its death knell. What 

xi should replace it? “E- 
u street bank?” 


Microsoft: 

www.microsofL com 

Lloyds Bank: www.Uayds- 

bank.co.uk 

Alliance & Leicester: 

www.aUiance-lricester.co.uk 
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LOOSE CHANGE 


BEST BORROWING RATES 


BEST SAVINGS RATES 


Direct line rates 


SAVINGS RATES 


Direct Line Instant Access Account 


MORTGAGE RATE 


Direct line Standard Variable Mortgage Rate 


VARIABLE RATE 


7 34% 




PERSONAL LOAN RATES 
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Direct line Personal !«"« 


AMOUNT OF LOAN 




AS ekm c o rre ct at 14ch April 1998 


0181 667 1121 



PERSONAL LOANS 


Source: Direct Line Financial Services. For further information about 
the Direct Line products listed above, please phone the appropriate 
number quoting ref INDBB57 
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Chase de Vera, the 
mortgage broker, is offering 
five-year fixed loans for 
“Buy-to-Lef properties:, 
pegged at 6.95 per cent nntfl 
June 2003. The minimum 
loan is £75.000 and the 
maximum is £500,000, at up 
to 80 per cent of a home’s 
value. Redemption penalties 
are three months’ interest 
for the first six years. The 
lender will, however, charge 
a 1 per cent fee, to be added 
to the cost of the loan. Call 
0171-930 7242. 

Eagle Star Direct is offering 
travel insurance oyer the 
internet. The cover offers 
24-hour e-mail and phone 
support Customers can 
obtain information about 
the cover and buy it online. 
Policies available indude 
cover for individuals and 
couples, for single trips or 
annually. Website address; 
www.eaglestardirect.co.uk 

Alliance & Leicester is 
offering capped- rate 
mortgages, where the loan is 
guaranteed not to rise above 
625 per cent until 2002 on 
loans up to 75 per cent of a 
home's value. If mortgage 
rates should fall the cost of 
the loans would also drop by 
the samp amount. Alliance 
& Leicester is also offering 
a refund of valuation fees 
and a £250 cashback on 
applications received before 
30 May. Redemption 
penalties of six months’ 
gross interest are applied on 
part or full repayments 
before July 2005. An extra 
three months is applied on 
redemptions in the first two 
years. Call 0845 3033000. 

Mercury Asset Management 
is extending its 2 per cent 
discount on lump sum 
investments into its personal 
equity plan (PEP) funds 
until the end of the PEP 
season in April 1999. 
including its Income Fund, 
British Blue Chip Fund and 
European Growth Fluid. 

Call OSOO 445522. 

Leeds & Holbeck is offering 
a new fixed-rale bond, 
maturing on 30 June 2000, 


paying 75 per cent gross on 
investments above £25,000. 
Deposits op to £9,999 will 
earn 7 per cent gross. 
Monthly income options are 
also available. One 
emergency withdrawal of up 
to 25 per cent of depositors’ 
cash xnay be made. Call 
0500 225777. 

Islamic Investment Banking 
Unit (HBU), part of the 
United Bank of Kuwait, is 
improving the terms for 
Manzfl, the borne purchase 
plan conforming to the 
principles of Islam. The 
Banking Unit is reducing its 
profit margin on 
transactions, winch it says 
would give buyers savings of 
up to £40 a month on a 15- 
year Manzil for a home 
valued at £80,000. Under 
the terms of the loan, the 
UBU buys the property 
from the vendor and sells it 
on to the buyer, bypassing 
the need for usury. The cost 
of the home, when h is sold, 
reflects additional admin 
expenses plus a profit made 
by UBU on the sale. Call 
0171-487 6626. 

’Wfesteru Provident 
Association is launchings 
new level of health and 
healthcare cover, Rowan, 
aimed at filling the gap 
between its Oak and Cedar 
policies. Rowan covers 
in-patient treatment, 
some scans, and radio/ 
chemotherapy. Payments 
are also made towards some 
types of outpatient care, 
"typical premiums for a 25- 
year-old male, living in 
London, would be £342 a 
year. A family of four in 
Thunton would pay £751. 

Call 0500 414243. 

Furness Buildmg Society 
has launched a five-year 
fixed-rate mortgage pegged 
at 65 per cent for loans 
worth 80 per cent or less of 
a home's value. The loan 
includes unemployment 
cover, backdated to the first 
day, for the first 12 months. 
An early repayment fee of 5 
per cent of the Joan applies. 
Interest is calculated 
monthly. Call 0800 834312. 
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There’s more to life than 


Foreign & Colonial invented 
tbe investment trass in 1868 
•*io give the investor of moderate 
means the same advantages as ■ 
ihe large capitalist”. 


making money. 


GROWTH OF £1,000 OVER 20 YEARS 


F&C INV. TRUST 
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INV. TRUST AVG. 

UNIT TRUST AVG. F®" 
<n 
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BUILDING SOCIETY 


Many believe investing on the stock market is fraught 
with stress and insomnia. But there is a way to do 
this without losing sleep. 

Investment trusts, invented by us nearly 130 years 
ago, invest in many shares and sectors, so spreading 
risk. Our business and expertise is built upon 
making money on the stock market. Our long-term 
performance track record proves our success. The 
Private Investor Plan, our regular savings scheme, 
makes investing simple and inexpensive: you can 
set it up and forget about it - and lead a normal 
life. Spare a moment now to call for a brochure. 

Phone 0181 880 8120 or Fax 0181 211 8777 
anytime quoting the coupon code, or return 
the coupon. 
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To: Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd, PO Box 11020. 
London N4 1UA. Please send me Information on: 

PLEASE PRINT □ Private Investor Plan □ PEP 

Title Initial Surname 

Address 


Postcode 


Code P066A 
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MORTGAGES 


Smtoromp BS 

000133149 

0.05% tar 1 year 

95% 

079% 

FtaMPIorehipnaoK 

Ftafttmw 

0B00 080088 

fi.40% )o 30JJJ1 

75% 

£295 


Wanton Hatt 

(MS BOS 0600 

529% to IMS 

e» 

£395 

No MF tor strap to 89% 

VARIABLE DKCOTmaWtreS 

' 




ScaraoraugbBS' 

0690 133149 

1-50% tori iar 

88% 

£250 

£2S0Mtota~ 

fW*»W 

0800 000080 

444% B 30.6.00 

79% 

£295 

- • 

HontomRodc 

0845 005 0500 

559% to 1-921 

95% 

- 

Rttdtt 

FEBTiaE HVBU HXR) RATES 





Bonham Rot* 

DBAS 605 0500 

188%toia00 

95% 

£395 

NoW* tar tor up to 85% 

Ktti 

0800101110 

5.75% to 31 Am 

90% 

£195 . 

Mo tt Wndtao toe (UP) 

MomMoBS 

0000 302010 - 

4i9%kr5iBn 

90% 

£295 

UttkMRBlH 


fwt tk auras varmbie mcowthi miei 


0800 aeaon 
08003201 a 


INSTANT ACCESS 

OydacddbBa* . 08004*5265 SMtp 

USOMeh BEOQ222ZX C»8SW 

Stood & Swindon 3S 0345.413853 - Bondi Mat 


SRMRdUbBafc 0345 385657 “ DkKtAccass 
Scott WUowsBa* 0645 8450829 MKAccB* 
Sttqr 0600085995 DtaflStotofe ‘ 

UnilU- ' ■ 084S80M7B? £a»0MlraK* 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

SmtamtflBS . .01723600618 Scatwossh 30 
Lapl&taetoBe* 0500141200 . BOOracU 
FtaWttBS, 'OKU 558844 .flODvMa 
IwMKGBftfUK) 0171203 USD Am PM 

CHEQBIT ACCOUNTS 


Noties OflHB* Rata 
or term % 


Ms* £». 375% .&/ 

tout 250 &5W tear 

. k om £ioo bto* 

Matt £5700 770* ' fc j 

M*t(T) B ■ u» itar' 

1 toM(B) £100 7 70% ’tear 1 

tasttdfB) £1.000 770* — Iter 
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Edward Tufte’s new book 

VISUAL EXPLANATIONS 

IMAGES AND QUANTITIES, EVIDENCE AND NARRATIVE 

“Few teachers are as accomplished as Edward Tirfce when it comes to demonstrating why good design matters in the 
world. Tufte, a Yale professor and the reigning guru of information desi&i. has just published Visual Explanations, the third 
book of an aedaimed trilogy, like its predecessors, this latest book is a knockout Straightforward, witty, packed with 
vivid examples." wired 

"On a plinth in our secret, unassailable minds should be a statue of Edward Tufte; and on our bookshelves should be 
his books..." the spectator • • 

"There’s a new book just out that you simply must see. .. And after you've seen every delightful page of this visually 

arresting book, go back and read it, and enjoy "Tufte s equally riveting ideas on how to tell compelling stories of cause and 
effect using numbers and images." Washington post 

"If you think you might like Visual Explanations — perhaps you have heard that it is the third in a series of beautifully 
produced books about the graphical display of data — then you should buy it. Few bodes have been as widely acclaimed 
by so many readers working in as many fields as these have." journal of the American medical association 

Three wonderful books on itiformation design by Edward Tiifie: 



EDWARD R. TUFTE 

VISUAL EXPLANATIONS 


The Visuai Display 
of Quantitative Information 

EDWARD R. TUFTE 


PICTURES OF NUMBERS 

Th* dassie book on statistical 
chart*, graphs, and cables. 

£22 postpaid 



PICTURES OF NOUNS 

Maps of data and evidence. Design 
strategies for Ngh-<8mens*onal data. 
How to Increase Information depth on 
paper and computer. 

£30 postpaid 


PICTURES OF VERBS 

Depicting data and evidence relevant 

to cause and effect Computer Inter- 

fece design. Graphics for dedsJon 
making. Narrative and animation. 

£28 postpaid 


Moneyback guarantee. Send your order and payment to: 

Graphics Press UK, IND Unit 8. Conqueror Industrial Estate. Moorhurst Road 
St. Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex TN38 9NA 
Telephone: (0 1 424) 8S4 1 24 Fax: (0 1 424) 8536 1 2 
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A reversal of fortunes for managed funds 



THE 

JONATHAN 

DAVIS 

COLUMN 


\ nrt: tosts now outsell them by a large 
T rgin and money is actually flowing out 


the sector. So could rt be time for a 

r T iva i of investment trusts? 


Is 


Mie tide in the troubled 
invdtment trust sector at last 
star&g to turn? It seems a good 
mon int to ask the question, as 
it is low four years since the 
sect< peaked in an orgy of new 
issue and some rather wild 
clain i that trusts had solved 
their discount problem once 
and 1 r alL 

Aj so often happens, the 
launc of the most successful 
new idues ever seen marked the 
exact igh point in the market. 
Since then, discounts have 
widen d, the investment trust 


sector has fallen out of favour 
and the optimists ha ve deserted 
the field in favour of the pro- 
fessional Cassandras predicting 
- as they have done so often be- 
fore - the final demise of this 
venerable institution. 

Two statistics measure the 
sector's fell from favour. One is 
that, rather then flowing in, 
money actually flowed out of the 
sector for the first time in sev- 
eral years. The second was that 
unit trusts had their best ever 
year, outselling investment 
trusts by a large margin. 


Investment trust discounts 

longWm 





trusts total martat 


- discount % (par} 

=w== 



71 73 75 77 79 B1 83 85 B7 
•hortterm 


91 93 95 97 



1993 


1994 


1995 1996 

-•.no • 9|«I|I..I <. ■ 


1997 


1998 


In fact, according to the 
stockbroker Credit Lyonnais 
Securities, in their just published 
Annual Investment Trust Ytar 
Book, it was only in 1982 that 
unit trusts first matched 
investment trusts for funds 
under management. Now unit 
trusts have three times as much 
money invested with them as 
their older rivals. It looks like 
game, set and match to the unit 
trust business. 

The other big irony is, that 
while it was the unit trust busi- 
ness which experienced the 
worst fund management scan- 
dal of- recent years (the Peter 
Young debacle at Morgan 
Grenfell European in 1996, 
who managed to cost bis em- 
ployers more than £3QQm in 
compensation to aggrieved in- 
vestors), it is the investment 
trust sector which finds itself al 
the centre of the corporate 
governance and/or investment 
protection debate. 

The wave of restructuring, 
fund manager changes and uni- 
tisations which has swept 
through the investment trust 
industry in the last year is a 
testament to the power that 
shareholders can wield over 
underperforming fund man- 
agement groups. Yet who can 
remember the last time that 
anyone was able to persuade a 
lacklustre unit trust group into 
changing its ways? Shareholder 
power may not have amounted 
to much in the past, as far as 
investment trusts were con- 
cerned, but they do at least have 
some of it 

So can the sector win back 
the ground it has lost? Peter 
Walls, the Credit Lyonnais an- 
alyst, is one who thinks that it 
may be possible to see better 
times ahead. 

Given that he was one of the 
first to warn that the good 
times of 1992 to 1994 could not 
last his view that improve- 
ment may be on the way 
deserves notice. He is right to 
point out that investment trusts 
have many other things going 
for them - lower costs, and 
greater flexibility to name but 
two - if only the fiind manager 
groups can get their act to- 
gether and recognise the real 
demand for change in the way 
they operate. 

:: All the main groups are now 
jumping on the Shareholder- 



Market madness: Peter Young cost his employers more than OOOm 


value bandwagon and are 
moving to end the most obvious 
a buse s, such as multi-year man- 
agement contracts and trust 
boards that are packed with 
place men. 

The Chancellor's abolition of 
advance corporation tax (ACT) 
in last years Budget may iron- 
ically be a godsend to the in- 
vestment trust industry, as it 
makes it much easier to organ- 
ise tax-efficient buy-back 
schemes which Mr Walls and 
others see as typical mecha- 
nisms for eliminating the dis- 
count and volatility which is the 
sector’s Achilles* heel in mar- 
keting terms. • 

The value of share buy- 
backs is that they should put a 


floor under the average in- 
vestment trust discount Dis- 
counts have already narrowed 
slightly from their low point last 
year, and Mr Wills believes 
there is scope for the average 
discounts to fall to around 8 to 
9 per cent. 

That will be a disappoint- 
ment to bargain hunters, who 
see discounts as a buying 
opportunity rather than an 
inherent defect of investment 
trusts, but it should do some- 
thing at least to level the com- 
petitive playing field against 
the all-conquering unit trusts. 

Unit trusts have many 
virtues, but it remains a mystery 
why they can get away with 
chanting quite so much more 


than investment trusts-both in 
up-firont costs and annual 
management fees - and still 
wipe the floor with the compe- 
tition. 

Selling commissions to in- 
termediaries is clearly one 
reason, and it is interesting to 
note that Rod Birkett, who 
runs Fleming Trust Manage- 
ment, argues that investment 
trusts should raise their fees to 
allow them to pay commissions 
to independent financial ad- 
visers and other intermediaries. 
That is a brave idea, but my 
sense is that growing consumer 
awareness will eventually lead 
investors to start seeing the 
attractions of investment trusts 
once more. 


UNDERSTANDING THE STOCK MARKET 


Take stocks for 
the long term 


In the last column 
in this series, John 
Andrew summaries 
the main factors to 
examine when 
investing in shares 


When this series started last 
September, the Footsie stood at 
4369.7 compared with 5,9283 
at the close of business on 
Thursday night. Ibwards the 
end of October, while Under- 
standing the Stock Market was 
exploring the reasons why share 
prices fluctuate, the London 
market was in a state of shock. 

A couple of days previously, 
the Footsie bad suffered its 
largest fall in five years, closing 
at 4,9913. The cause was a spec- 
tacular fell in the Hong Kong 
market. There was no stock 
exchange in the world that did 
not suffer from the shockwaves 
originating in the Far EasL 

This demonstrates why in- 
vesting in shares is not for the 
faint-hearted. If you suffer a 
sleepless night every time there 
is a hiccup in the market, shares 
are not for you. But many for- 
tunes have been made shares. 

Thke the case of Gladys 
Hotel a secretary in Chicago who 
never earned more than £9,000 
a year. When she died, aged 86, 
she left £12m to a children's 
hospitaL She had amassed her 
fortune from astute share in- 
vestment But fortunes have also 
been lost in shares. So, why in- 
vest if there is the possibility of 
losing money? The simple rea- 
son is that, historically, in tbe long 
term, shares have outperformed 
investing in savings accounts. 

This is not to decry such ac- 
counts, which must form the ba- 
sis of every investor's strategy. 
No ODe should even contem- 
plate investing in the stock 
market if they then would not 
have a comfort level of savings. 

The exact amount depends 
on individual circumstances. 
However, as a quick rule of 


thumb, the minim um should be 
at least six months’ expenditure. 

It is also essential to review 
your attitude towards risk and 
evaluate the level of funds that 
you want to invest in the stock 
market. If you have a sizeable 
lump sum, seek guidance from 
a broker. However, if you will 
be imestiog surplus funds as and 
when they arise, you can turn 
your investment into a pastime. 

It is important to remember 
that it is not a game. Any in- 
vestment in shares must be 
viewed as a medium to long- 
term investment - this means 
for at least five years. Of course, 
changes in one company’s cir- 
cumstances may make switch- 
ing to another with better 
prospects worthwhile. But. gen- 
erally. it L only over time that 
investments will absorb dealing 
costs. Hiccups in the market also 
tend to have less impact the 
longer the investment is held. 

The second point is to spread 
your risk. Opinions differ as to 
the ideal number of companies 
in which a private investor 
should hold shares. Some say 10, 
others as many as 20. ProShare’s 
chief, Gill Nott, recommends: 
‘‘As a very general rule, you 
should aim to have shares of at 
least six different companies in 
your portfolio at any one time. 
It is wise to buy shares in a num- 
ber of different companies in dif- 
ferent sectors, so if one share or 
sector, performs badly, this will 
be balanced by the performance 
of the others.” 

The third point to remember 
is that share investment is not 
an end in itself Keep abreast of 
the financial news and monitor 
the progress of your shares. If 
you become a real enthusiast, 
you may decide to keep files of 
cuttings not only in those com- 
panies in which you have in- 
vestments. but those in which 
you are considering investing. 

Finally, keep records. Retain 
contact notes, dividend tax 
vouchers and the other details 
you wfll need to complete your 
tax returns. Following the stock 
market can be an absorbing and 
profitable pastime. Hopefully, 
it will be so for you. 


YOUR 

PENSION: 


IN YOUR 
OWN TIME, 


IN YOUR 
OWN WAY 
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A Merchant Investors pension is an 
easy, convenient and flexible pension. 

The charges are low. 

You can vary your contributions 
without charge. 

Pay no commission when 
you buy direct. 

No sales person 
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Merchant Investors 

Assurance 


Regulated by tbe Personal Ituxstmeru Authority 
and part cfAJUara- 


■ one of Europe's largest insurers. 


ImTthisaapon to: Mac tent Investors Assurance i 
| Company limited, Beepost BS 6013, Bristol BS1 ZUZ ] 
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With Friends Provident, 
there’s a good reason to 
go into Europe. 


It's well worth finding out about the Friends Provident European Growth Trust. 


Anyone going into Europe on 31st March 
1993, with a £3,000 investment in the Friends 
Provident European Growth Trust, would have 
had an excellent return by 31st March 1 998. 

£9,123.67 no less. 

Not only has the Trust outperformed the 
average return for all unit 
trusts over the past five years, 
it's achieved a top quartile 
performance over 1,3,5 and 
10 years. 

Fittingly, the Trust has earned its fair share 
of plaudits: a five star rating by Micropaf, a triple 
A rating by Standard and Poor’s Fund 
Research Ltd and a 1998 What Pep award. 



To achieve its consistent capital growth 
over the last five years. Friends Provident Fund 
Managers invested the bulk of the fund in 
major European players such as Daimler-Benz 
and Adidas. 

Now you have the chance to invest in the 
Trust and gain the potential for 
significant tax-free growth via 
the Friends Provident European 
Growth PEP. If you want to go into 
Europe with Friends Provident get on The Blue 
Line, call 0800 00 00 80 and discuss this PEP 
with courteous qualified people. 

Remember that past performance is not 
necessarily a guide to the future. ■ 


Gel on The Blue Line 

wv DbOO OO bb ito'w 


We’re open 8 to 8WbdcdBys.il} to 4 Vtteekends.CaS 0800 00 00 BO. 
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Eliminate 

rogue figures 
from the 
pension hunt 


In theory, charges 
on life and pension 
products can be 
checked exactly But 
even the experts 
can still be confused. 
Janet Walford has a 
cautionary tale 


For the last three years, fol- 
lowing a change in the regula- 
tions, it has been possible for 
consumers to check exactly 
what insurance companies are 
charging for their life and pen- 
sions products. 

That's the theory at least, but 
it is no easy task for the layman. 
In fact, even the experts are 
sometimes hoodwinked by the 
less venerable practices of some 
insurance companies. 

Matey Management maga- 
zine, which carries in-depth 
surveys of complex financial 
products, aims to make com- 
parisons of charges and per- 
formance an easy task. In 
compiling tables on charges 
and performance, it relies to a 
large extent on the veracity of 
the participants. 

The magazine is used to 
spotting rogue figures that crop 
up now and then. But its best 
endeavours can be made useless 
when faced with cynical 
manipulation of its surveys by 
some companies, which choose 
to ignore instructions about 
what should be taken into ac- 
count when compiling figures 
for the surveys. 

For example, a recent Money 
Management survey compared 
the cost of flexibility on personal 
pensions. Its purpose was to 
show what happened when 
someone took out a 25-year 
personal pension, in all good 
faith, but finds that his circum- 
stances subsequently change 
unexpectedly, forcing him to 
revise his original intentions - 


which is exactly what happens 
to many people in real life. 

In the survey, companies 
were asked for figures showing 
what would happen to this 25- 
year personal pension where 
contributions of £100 per 
month were stopped after two 
years and the £2,400 paid in was 
left invested until the original 
maturity date. 

Allied Dunbar, a life insur- 
ance company, provided a fig- 
ure of £13,588, which placed it 
firmly in the top quarter of the 
45 participants. The magazine 
carefully checked this figure 
before it went to print, as Allied 
Dunbar is not known to be par- 
ticularly competitive in this sort 
of scenario. But repeated as- 
surances were given that the fig- 
ure was indeed correct. 

It transpired, however, that 
Allied Dunbar had not fol- 
lowed the instructions in the 
questionnaire when it com- 
piled the figure. Instead of 
basing its figure on a 25-year 
plan that was stopped unex- 
pectedly after two years, it 
assumed that the cheat knew at 
the outset that he would only 
want tiie plan for two years, and 
based its figure on a short-term 
plan which had much lower 
charges. 

In actual feet the correct fig- 
ure should have been zero - the 
charges for starling up and 
running the plan were so high 
that, even at a growth rate of 9 
per cent per annum over 25 
years, the £2,400-worth of con- 
tributions paid in were totally 


exhausted. The correct figure 
would have put Allied Dunbar 
firmly at the bottom of the 
table of 45 companies. 

This just goes to show how 
difficult it can be to make com- 
parisons between products. If 
yon are thinking of buying a per- 
sonal pension, you should air- 
ways get quotes from two or 
three companies to allow you to 
make a comparison (or, better 
stilk get an independent adviser 
to do it for you). . 

Provided you ask for a quo- 
tation for exactly the same 
thing, you should get figures that 
allow you to compare charges 
on an equal basis. The effect of 
charges is shown in the “key 
features” document which every 
company must send you when 
you buy, for example, a personal 
pension. 

But when insurance compa- 
nies take part in published sur- 
veys they are aware that their 
figures will be compared with 
many other product providers, 
not jost two or three, and that 
the results will be read hot 
only by professional advisers 
and consumers but by the 
national press and the regula- 
tors too. So appearing well in 
them can mean a lot 

Sometimes the wording in 
questionnaires sent to product 
providers by various enquirers 
leaves a lot to bedeared and the 
insurance companies have to 
spend a lot of time trying to 
interpret what is required. This 
survey, however, was tightly 
worded and certainly left no 
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doubt in the minds of the other 
44 participants. 

The worrying point of this 
whole sorry saga is that if poli- 
cies were less complex in the 
first place people would not 
need to be constantly on their 
guard againsL getting wrong or 
misleading information. Nowa- 
days, all pension plans claim to 
be flexible - but too many of 
them only allow flexibility at 
huge cost. 

All too often this is not 
made clear by the company’s 
sales representative at the out- 
set In most cases, policies sold 
by the direct salesforce of an 
insurance company cost more 
than those brought through an 
independent adviser or direct by 
telephone. 

Allied Dunbar, like many 
other insurance companies, 
sells its products mainly though 


its own 4,000-strong salesforce. 
Such salespeople can only tell 
you about their own products 
and will obviously want to show 
them in the best possible tight 
to persuade you to buy. 

The moral of this story is 
clear - if you are considering - 
baying a personal pension plan, 
and you' think that your 
circumstances may change in 
the future, you need to ask the 
salesman more than just 
whether the plan is flexible. The 
answer to that simple question 
will most likely be yes. What you 
also need to ask is: “What is the 
cost of this flexibility?" Forget- 
ting to ask that question could 
end of oosting you dear - over 
£13,0011 in the case of Allied 
Dunbar. 

Janet Milford is editor of ' Money 
Management ' magazine 


Key features - the full monty or How t&dostie could be improved 

The last four ootorms assume Investment growth of 9% a year. 

The early years 

WARNING - If you transfer In the early years, the value of yourtimd could ba less than what you hare paid in. Our latest 
persistency figures indfc^B that 28% of our planholders stop paying premiums by year 3 
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The later years 
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What are the deductions for? 

The deductions rafted a 5% Wttel doge on payments in, end a 1 £% annual charge on the accumutatad funds. There Is visa a £A a 
month petey fee, which Increases wffli Infiaton. 

The columns kidtcate how invested pramhims are reduced by these dwtuefions to some transfer values. The deductions also Mu the 
&Tves*nent growtii used from 9% a year down to negative returns b tha early years, when transfer values are less than payments m. At 
year 5 the deductions bring Qiowth down tram 9% to 1% a yea Thereafter die projected % returns stsadty increase 
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F : A ( i f . f STAR 


Only available in the UK. Plan must end before your 70th birthday These figure are based on cover 
acceptable at ordinary rates. The plan « also available for ages 18 to 64 next birthday for wws terms 
of cover. Full written are available on request. Eagle Star Life Assurance Cor ^‘"t 

regulated by the Personal Investment Authorrty. Win ft* tf»SC *sB why pwrfed on Eagle Star 
products. Fpr your protection, your call may be recorded. 


PERSON AL PENSIONS 



Ybu may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try to 

dump* it. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. \bu begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
midd lemen, some companies impose severe penalties an their 
personal pension plans, should you wish to make changes. 

Happily The Equitable Life has never paid commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. You don’t 
have to commix yourself to paying identical contributions every 
year. And, should you decide to retire early, your benefits 
would be exactly the same as if you had chosen that date 
initially. 

What is more, you hove the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U JL 

If you'd Eke to know mere, call (0990) 38 46 58 or send off 
the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

www.equhable.co. uk 


Rt tow security your telephone call may be xtxonfaj 
InfonnatkaVtchice will only be given an Equitable group products 
Regulated by [be Perso n a l Invest m ent Authority 
mrnjoruLFUTH. nmtst mum a m t .eusn-K auaswuwiHBC urn tbs 
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The Equitable Life 

*1 You profit from our principles 


Illustration of projected returns and ABC ratings 

15 year plans, premiums £200 per month, investment growth 9% pa 
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Come to terms with 


Confused? That 
could be the aim of 
some pension 
providers' literature. 
Nic Cicutti cuts 
through the jargon 

Getting to grips with financial 
products means waiting through 
reams of incomprehensible 
gobbledegook. It is hard not to 
conclude that much of the lan- 
guage is deliberately employed 
to baffle policyholders: typical- 
ly, they only learn the true 
meaning of certain terms when 
the clauses containing them 
are used against them. 

Here is a handy guide to ex- 
plain some of the jargon that 
appears in these two pages and 
when discussing common 
financial products. 

Capital or initial units: When 
you invest in a policy, the money 
typially buys units which rise and 
Cali according to investment 

performance. The “iaiiial”, or 
misleadingly named ’•capital", 
units are those that apply in the 
Gist year or two of a policy being 


taken out. They involve higher 
charges of up to 5 or 6 per cent 
a year. No matter how long you 
keep a policy going and bow low 
charges may fell on subsequent 
years’ units, they will continue to 
remain high on those first units. 
With-profits policies: This is 
where an annual bonus is 
attached to a polity and cannot 
be taken away. At maturity, a 
“terminal" bonus is also at- 
tached, which can form up to 60 
per cent of die entire policy’s 
final value. The aim of this strat- 
egy is to “smooth" stock mar- 
ket ups and downs. 
Unit-linked policies: These 
match direct stock market per- 
formance more closely. They 
may deliver higher performance 
but also involve investors taking 
more risks in the short term. 
Disclosure regime: In 1995, 
companies were forced for the 
first time to provide their clients 
with details of how much would 
be taken out of a policy in 
charges, including co mmis sion, 
and what the effect of this 
would be on the value of their 
polity at certain key moments 
in its life. Disclosure is supposed 
to be policed by the Personal In- 
vestment Authority (PIA), the 
financial watchdog. But the 


regime has come under 
creasing fire for being confi 
ing and for failing to ensure ti 
companies cut some of th 
more outrageous charges. 
Transfer or surrender vah* 
If you halt contributions inti 
personal pension you cannot c 
for the money bade. A transf 
therefore, is when you decide 
switch a polity from o, 
provider to another and i 
yolves the original provider s< 
ting a “value" on the amou 
you can move over. This trai 
fer value' is affected by lai 
minute company charges, wfai 
may be hefty. 

Surrenders, on the oth 
hand, are possible for polici 
such as with-profits endoi 
ments that are linked to moi 
gages. Again, the amount pa 
at the moment of surrender 
lobe affected by heavy it 
tial charges. It is also likely 
be low because very tittle m 
turity value is attached to : 
Generally, ifit must be dispost 
of. as long as a policy has bee 
held for more than seven yeai 
it makes sense to sell it instea 
of surrendering it. There ai 
several companies specialism 
in this market. 

Paid-up value: If you oumi 
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How to avoid 
hidden charges 

The current disclosure regime has failed to protect consumers. 
John Chapman explains how some simple changes could work 


t 

n- 


High-charging and poor-value 
pensrou plans and endowments 
are still being sold in their hun- 
dreds of thousands to the un- 
knowing British public. A third 
of pension plan holders make 
losses or very poor returns on 
these vital savings. 

The industry runs up al- 
most unlimited costs in com- 
peting to sell policies, which are 
then passed on to plan holders 
through a variety of charges. 
The Consumers' Association 
has referred to the “eu- 
phemisms and obscure lan- 




® The industry itself agrees. A 

leading pensions handbook 
refers to the use of “capital" or 
“initial units", present in a 
quarter of pension plans, as 
invidious, as “the only reason 
for having them is so the plan 
holder will not realise what the 
charges are". 

Yet the watchdog supposedly 
there to oversee the industry 
takes a far laxer approach. In its 
recent report on product 
charges, the Personal Invest- 
ment Authority (PIA) merely 
describes them as “many, dif- 
ferent and subtle". 

# The charges scams were 
meant to end with the so-called 
"disclosure regime" introduced 
in 1995. Thus involved com- 
panies being forced to tell 
consumers how much was be- 
ing taken in commission and 
other fees from the plans they 
were selling. But the impact of 
this new regime has been very 
limited. 

All the PIA can report is a 
marginal improvement in early 
“transfer or surrender values” 
These are the terms given to 
describe the value of a product 
- such as a pension or an en- 
dowment - at the moment 
when it is switched from one 
company or another, or when 
a punter tries to cash it in. An 
improvement in these values 
would mean customers were 
.. getting a better deal. 

W Yet the PIA’s claim that it 
may be responsible for this 
better deal is open to question. 


In fact, research shows that 
trend began earlier, with the 
publication of a report on 
surrender values by the Office 
of Fair Trading claim at least a 
year earlier. 

In practice, the costly dis- 
closure regime that is now in 
place has failed. Clients are still 
uninformed about which are 
low-charge and high-charge 
products. The problem lies with 
the “key features" document - 
an example of which is shown 
on this page - handed to all 
clients at the moment when they 
buy a policy. This document fails 
to alert them adequately to the 
poor value in many policies. 

The key features document 
is difficult to understand and 
there appears to be no con- , 
nection between the figures it 
shows. For example, what is the 
difference between actual 
deductions and the effect of 
deductions? How are the 
transfer values derived? 

Second, the most revealing 
bits have been censored. There 
is no indication of the appalling 
rates of return in the early and, 
indeed, mid-years of many 
policies. Instead, the only “pro- 
jected rate of return" - the 
amount a plan will be worth - 
indicated is the most favourable 
one, at maturity, which only a 
minority of plan holders reach 
-a misleading practice indeed. 

Third, the health warning 
about stopping early is half- 
hearted. No use is made of the 
poor “persistency rates" which 
are now known. This term 
describes the percentage figure 
of the number of people who 
let their policies lapse after a 
few years. On average, about 20 
per cent of pension plans lapse 
by year two and 30 per cent by 
year three, reflecting poor 
selling and changes in personal 
circumstances. 

Making things dearer would 
be easy. Itwould be possible to 
do so by subtly changing the key 
features document already 
shown, by delivering more in- 
formation. The introduction of 
a “growth with no charges" 


Typical key features document 

The early years 
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column to give a logical link 
between the columns is sup- 
ported by many insurance com- 
pany actuaries. 

Some might argue that 
consumers might be put off by 
tables showing they might re- 
ceive a negative return. They 
should be. Where high early 
lapse rates occur, with poor 
early returns, consumers should 
realise that they could be the 
□ext to lose on their savings. 

Even if a key features 
document were unproved in the 
manner described, it would 
still be necessary to have a 
rating system so that consumers 
know of the good value prod- 


ucts. The Consumers' Associ- 
ation and industry thinkers 
have recently called for such a 
system. 

I suggested in late 1995 an 
ABC rating system at three 
different stages of plans, and this 
has been used for the last two 
years by Motuy Marketing, a spe- 
cialist magazine. Tb show the 
ABC system applied to the 
rates of return in the “Full 
Monty" disclosure table, I have 
taken a sample from on analy- 
sis based on a survey of 48 pen- 
sion plans by another magazine. 
Money Management. If con- 
sumers followed such ratings, 
charges would plummet. 



Cold comfort: Key 
features documents, 
brought In by the 
pension watchdog to 
make buying a pension 
easier, have still left 
many people confused 
about the value of 
their savings 
Photograph; John Giles/PA 
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Both capital and income 
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invested. All comparisons 
of cost apply to PEPs 
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assurance and investment 
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Legal & General's name. 


The All-Share 
Tracking PEP that has 
performed the best 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year’s 
PEP allowance 


Since its launch over two years ago this Index 
Tracking PEP from Legal & General has proved 
that it offers PEP investors superb performance 



Legal & General 0.50% 74.38% 


and value. 


It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. This Index 


reflects the performance of the entire stockmarket, 


so it reduces the risk of being over-exposed to 


shares which under-perform and lessen your 


return. In fact, a lump sum of £6,000 invested 


in this PEP at launch would now be worth 


£10,462* compared to just £9,648* in the average 


UK Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges deducted, more of your 
money is invested at the outset for maximum 
growth potential, there are no withdrawal fees 


and with an annual management charge 


of 0.5% - the value for money is outstanding. 


So make the most of today’s opportunities 


For further details (including information on 


monthly saving option) call now 



NO initial charges 
NO withdrawal fee 
0.5% annual management charge 


Visit our n eb site at uir iv.LandG.com 


Find out more non - 
phone free 

050011 

8a in to Spni weekdays , 
9 am to 5pm weekends. 


Please quote ref C4DJ27 



nxonled mul 


nmdo/ntv mv/f/omf 


YES' 1 would like more information 


about the Legal & General Index-Tracking 
pep pofj to; Ltfgs 1 <S General (Direct) Limited, 


FREEPOST SWCCWttf, Cardiff CF1 1YW 
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UK Equity Growth 
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>, ^ a ^xvhe 0 Honda is appearing a 

* 1,ttl ® 0V «-“nse t vative,heV^T"!w 

~psss£iEsz 

3 ^^S e k e3Cpi ? ission of a niche de- 

♦ ^ ° Xymoronic sports estate. 

■; * Honda is quick to assert that the 
Aero decks 415-litre load bay (S35 
, the rear seats folded) is “not 

. big for an estate, but then this is not 
.* intended as a load lugger. 

It is, rather, a normal luggage ca- 
pacity reshaped to accommodate skis. 
- snow wind surfers and other 

paraphentaha of that young and active 
hfeyrle mto which the Aero deck is in- 
tended to slot This Civic makes con- 
cessions to fashion, not function, so if 
you want to bump furniture, buy an As- 
tra estate. You wouldn’t want to do this 
. m the Civic, if only because the boot 


Road test Honda Civic Aero deck, by James May 


trim is far too nice. Bit radical, huh? 

There were three injected engines 
available at the bad joke-generating 1 
April launch; a 15. a 1 .6 and a 1 .8 with 
VTEC variable valve timing. Prices 
range from £ 14.775 to £17,295 for the 
range- topping 1 .BYT! version available 
at the launch. 

As with all Honda four-pots, this en- 
gine is something of a jewel, rushing 
to S.OCKhpm with thinly disguised 
delirium and propelling the Honda to 
60mpb in well under nine seconds. 

In truth, you rarely need those last 
iOOOrpm. and. if you ignore the in- 
struments and rely on visceral feedback, 
you will probably find yourself chang- 
ing up at around WKJOrpm. The last bit 
is pure indulgence, but it’s a real hoot 
whipping the engine into a frenzy on 
a winding back road. A legacy of Hon- 
da's motorcycle heritage, perhaps? 


My only beer with the motor is the 
appearance of a little roughness in the 
lower reaches. That’s not vciy Honda 
either. They’ll be removing Lite cere- 
monial sword from its display case at 
this rale. 

One spin-off from the broad rev 
range is shortish gear ratios, which gives 
the Aero deck a slightly frenetic char- 
acter. ft is also, to be frank, not the 
world’s quietest car either. All this con- 
spires In endow the Honda with some- 
thing of a haiiy-arsed nature. Going 
back lo what 1 said about Honda at the 
beginning, this is not a criticism. 

Anyone weaned on the previous 
generation Civics will be amazed at the 
meatiness of the new car’s controls, and 
they are at their most appreciable in 
this fine handler. The steering is heavy 
in the car-park, but once at speed it con- 
nives with precise Italianate gearshift 


and pedals that actually feel connect- 
ed to something for what the market- 
ing department might term the 
ultimate in tactile motoring pleasures. 

Grip is adequate rather than ex- 
ceptional, and under power the driven 
front wheels can get flighty over damp 
patches, but on a switchback B-road 
you will never suffer the traditional es- 
tate shortcoming of appearing to be 
at the controls of an ever more pen- 
dulous, er, pendulum. 

Inevitably, Honda is claiming a 
whole new market for this car, but then 
who isn't these days? Nevertheless, 
there may be something in it. It’s quite 
stylish, fun to drive and reasonably prac- 
tical to a point just short of the one that 
tars the owner with an association with 
self-assembly furniture. Maybe not 
state of the art, but quite an artful es- 
tate, certainly. 


HONDA CIVIC AERO DECK 

1.8VTI 

Prices 07,295 

Engine: i.797cc; transverse in- 
line four; four valves per 
cyii nder, I69bhp. 

Transmission: 5-speed manual. 
Perf or mance: Top speed B3mph. 
0-£2mph SBsecs, mpgXU. 

Rivals 

Alla Romeo H5 2.0 
Clover-leaf, £>6,245. Corking 
engine and fabulous handling, but 
not as solidly built as the Honda. 
Flat Bravo 2.0HGT, £15,610. 
Not very roomy, but deceptively 
quick and something of a 
performance bargain. 

VW Golf 2.0 GL Estate, 
£36.065. Surprisingly practical but 
beginning to feel and look very 
dated. Not an exciting drive. 
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It’s on: the hunt for Land Rover enthusiasts 


Have you heard the one about 
the RoUs-Rpyee-powered Land 
Rover? Bora of an Army pro- 
ject, Ibecwil}' surviving prototype 
is the fastest Land Rover ever 
built, painstakingly restored to 
its 1950 glory by Graham 
Merricot. 

Then there is the 1955 
model with no paint, just pol- 
ished al uminium panels; it gets 
used every day by its owner, 
HaroJd Lowe. 

These are just two of thou- 
sands of Land Rover stories that 
show that these vehicles are 

* 5 1 more than simply transport- 

They are a way of life that at- 
tracts more than its fair share 

* • * - c of lovably eccentric owners. 

So last Thursday Land 
Rover UK launched “In Search 
‘ ■ -I of a Legend", a nationwide 
• fchunl for Land Rovers with in- 
•' spirational histories. It is all part 
of Land Rover’s 50th anni- 
versaiy celebrations. Land 

- •*" *■ Rover says it is looking for 


James Ruppert reports on a publicity 
campaign with a difference 


“Defenders, Range Rovers and 
Discoveiys which embody the 
spirit of this world famous 
brand - freedom, adventure, 
individualism, authenticity, su- 
premacy and guts". And Sir 
Ranulpb Fiennes fronted the 
launch. 

The search is scheduled to 
run from May to August, with 
130 Land Rover dealers across 
the UK tracking down their own 
focal legend. Dealership winners 
will go on to compete in one of 
nine regional competitions. The 
UK legend will be chosen in 
September at a national final. 

No one understands the at- 
traction of these vehicles better 
than Carl Rodgersoo, editor of 
Land Rover Owner Inter- 
national, the monthly bible of 
drivers and owners world-wide. 


He says: J, I am very pleased 
Land Rover are doing this. 
What they are doing is recog- 
nising that the image of the 
Land Rover as an icon is due in 
large measure to the people 
who keep them on the road. 

“Although technically plenty 
has changed from the earliest 
1945 Series One to the latest 
1998 Defender, you can see the 
connection. A Defender is 
clearly a direct descendant of 
the briQiant original which has 
the same virtues of unrivalled 
off-road ability, adaptability 
and ingenuity. Their Britishness 
is important as well; although 
you can be critical of some 
features, overall you have to ad- 
mire the overall concept. 

“When it comes to the own- 
ers, there is a distinction be- 


tween the classic car contingent, 
who are constantly cleaning 
and polishing their pride and 
joy, and Land Rover owners, 
who will almost go out of their 
way to make their vehicles dirty, 
such as the Reverend Andrew 
Stevens," adds Caii Rodgersoo. 

“I don’t actively seek mud, 
but then again, they are not- 
meant to be executive paper- 
weights. I believe in using my 
Land Rovers as they were in- 
tended.” That is the Gospel ac- 
cording to the Rev Stevens, wbo 
has been a Land Rover enthus- 
iast since his teens. 

“For me they are an utter joy 
to drive. First of all you sit high 
up and can see the traffic well 
ahead, and as result drive much 
more safely and responsibly. It 
is also a strong, simple and 
durable structure. The fact that 
it is old-fashioned I also find re- 
assuring; it requires you to be 
actively involved in driving it, 
rather than sitting back and be- 


ing cosseted. Also, depredation 
isn’t an issue. 

“My 1955 station wagon, 
which I use every day. has never 
dropped in value, while parts 
and servicing are cheap. Eco- 
logically 1 think that a well- 
looked-after Land Rover is a 
pretty sound way to go motor- 
ing. rather than chopping and 
changing cars every few years." 

The Rev Andrew Stevens 
certainly knows how to look 
after his Land Rovers, and en- 
joys wielding his socket set. “I 
owned a Meccano set as a small 
boy, which must have helped It 
really is a simple vehicle to work 
on. Getting underneath isn’t a 
problem; the ground clearance 
is so high there is no need for 
a ramp. 

“I have a 1948 model which 
I restored 10 years ago. It has 
aged nicely and has become my 
recreational vehicle. My every- 
day 1 955 station wagon was ex- 
RAF and had 12 previous 


owners; I estimated that it had 
covered 200,000 miles. 

He adds: “Yet when I came 
to restore it, very few bolts 
sheared off. The quality of the 
original construction and the ba- 
sic level of technology made it 
easy to restore. In fact restora- 
tion is something I’ve done 
twice since 1975, so it should last 
for the rest of my motoring car- 
eer." 

And would the Reverend 
ever consider trading up or 
down to anything else? 

“Well, 1 suppose if my Pre- 
mium Bond number came up 1 
might be able to persuade my 
wife to part-exchange her old 
Metro for a new Free Lander. I 
rather like the look of those, and 
the reviews have been very 
good.” 

If Andrew Stevens is a typ- 
ical Land Rover owner, the 
company won’t have to search 
too hard to find themselves a 
legend. 


GAVIN 

GREEN 


The Renault Clio was bought mainly by women, so 
little wonder that, when it came to conceiving its 
replacement, Renault turned to a woman. Anne 
Asensio was one of the senior designers involved in 
styling the new Clio - on sale in Britain at the end of 
this month - and she is now responsible for the 
design of all small- and medium-sized Renault cars. 
She is reckoned to be the most senior woman in the 
car industry. 

Those keen on furthering the cause of women in 
tbe motor industry (and who could deny that it’s a 
good idea?) will point out that Renault probably has 
the best reputation in Europe - and possibly, the world 
-'for avant-garde car styling, and that Asensio bas a lot 
to do with that. Anglophiles, on the other hand, could 
equally point out that Asensio’s boss - the overall head 
of car styling at Renault, Anthony Grade - is English. 
And his boss - the head of design for the whole of 
Renault, Patrick Le Quement - is half E n glish. Ether 
way, a recent survey of car-design students showed 
that Renault is the company that most would like to 
work for. Its international reputation for conceiving 
handsome, advanced cars is second to none. 

I met Asensio at the international unveiling of the 
new Clio. We spoke bikes and cars for a bit (she 
rides a Ducati and has a Porsche) before getting on 
to one of her pet subjects - how to win over young 
buyers. “Tbe car industry is doing a poor job at 
connecting with youngsters," she said. “We’re way 
behind many other industries." 

She is seeking inspiration from British youth. 
“There is unstructured, informal spontaneity about 
British youth which intrigues me and which is very 
contagious. I try to spend as much time as possible 
wandering places like Camden market, just trying to 
get a feel for youth culture.” 

One of the problems facing the car business, as it 
tries to win over under-30s, is research that suggests 
that young people behave differently when buying a 
car to when they buy other products. Cars are 
obviously expensive, but that can’t be the only reason 
that under-30s tend to be particularly conservative. 
Says Asensio: “Research suggests that young people 
want the reassurance of a conventional car. They 
tend to buy quite plain cars. .Cars supposedly aimed 
particularly at young people, oddly, tend to be 
bought mainly by older buyers." 

The Renault Tfeingo, not sold in Britain but a big 
seller in France, is a sub Clio-sized baby that looks 
cute, has big Fisher Price-type switchgear and wacky 
seat trim. Renault thought the under-30s would love 
it. Instead, early buyers were mostly 50-plus. The 
average age bas now dropped a bit, but it is still 
especially popular with greyhairs. “Older people are 
more willing to experiment," says Asensio. “They’re 
often more comfortable with themselves and like a 
bit of fan later in life.” 

The Ford Ka, marketed at young trendy 
urbanites, isn’t exactly bought by the Zimmer frame 
set, but the average buyer age (41.6 years) is older 
than Ford imagined. 

The car most overtly targeted at youth - the Smart 
City Coupe, co-developed by Mercedes and Swatch - 
hasn’t gone on sale yet Deliveries start at the end of 
the year;in mainland Europe, with UK sales starting 
probably in 2001. It’s a cute two-seater, finished in 
bright colours with bright cabin trim and boasting 
lightweight, interchangeable plastic body panels. It’s a 
four-wheeled version of a Swatch watch and is 
unashamedly aimed at under-30s. Asensio won’t 
comment on its chances of success - she's too 
diplomatic - but her body language is clear enough. 
She thinks it won’t sell. Nor do L Young people don’t 
want a car that is youthful in a contrived way. nor one 
(just as significantly) that costs as much as a roomier, 
better-performing, “normal” small car. 

Really trendy cars, among The Face set, seem to 
be older, classic cars such as certain Mercs and 
various Sixties British cars such as F5 Rover saloons 
and Triumph Heralds. They’re distinctive, cheap, 
imply a disdain for flashiness (the coolest models 
have just a touch of rust) and yet look great They’re 
the motoring equivalent of horn-rimmed specs - the 
sort of thing your granddad used, but now ultra -coo). 

Quite how Renault interprets aU this, Asensio 
would not divulge. A new car inspired by street 
markets is difficult to imagine (the Renault “Doc 
Martens” fitted with oversized tyres? The Renault 
“Soiled Levi’s” fitted with ripped upholstery? The 
Renault “Fake Jewellery" with earrings on the wing 
mirrors? Replace Nicole with a grunge rocker?). 
About the only thing she has ruled out is the use, in 
Renault dealerships, of barrow-boy salesmen. 





MY WORST CAR: 

KE NN ETH WOLS TENHOLME’S WOLSELEY 








imever took my driving lest; it 
fEs suspended during the war, 
but that wasn’t the cause of the 
mishap I suffered with my first 
and worst car, a Wolseley 10hp 
saloon. At the time I was a 
pilot in the RA£ The 

opportunity to buy the • 

Wolseley came up and I d 

one of the flight mechanics if 
he'd give it a onceover. That 
was quite naughty, because it 
was illegal of me to ask the 
chap ami it was just as wrong _ 

for him to do it. We both could 

have got court-martialled. 

^ Anyway, on his say-so I 
* ught the car. I w as due some 
leave, so I set off from my 
Bomber Command base in 
Cambridge to drive to 
Manchester. Back then it was 
an exhausting day's drive across 
country, which meant Fd 



probably spend about 10 

minutes with my mum before 
having to turn around and 
come back. Everything seemed 
to be going well until I took a 

sharp left-hand bend. Suddenly 

there was a lurch and the rear 
of the car dropped, then slid 
around wildly as I was 

overtaken by my rear offside 

wheel. 1 waiched in horror as 

bounced down the road mid 

into a garden, while I and the 

got damaged was my pnde. and 


the bodywork on the Wolseley. 

“Hope you don’t fly your 
aircraft like that," said one of 
the villagers. If you wore an 
RAF uniform in the war people 
were only too pleased to help. 
The wheel was quickly 
retrieved and I was on my way. 
The whole experience put me 
off second-hand cars for good. 

Kenneth Wblstenkolme's new 
book is ‘They' Think It's All Over 1 
(Robson Books, £3-99). He was 
talking to James Ruppert. 
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Cars for Sale 


The most reliable Exporter of used Japanese vehicles. 
You can import directly from Japan. 





TOYOTA - NISSAN - HONDA - MITSUBISHI - MAZDA - SUZUKI - HINO 

PAPERA is one of the leading 
automobile trading companies in 
Japan. We now have regular 
clients in nearly 20 different 
countries. Each customers are 
satisfied with our efficient and 
reliable services. Please contact 
us for further information. 

PAPERA TRADERS CO.. LTD. 

2F, 3-20-11 Takada Toshima-Ku Tokyo, JAPAN 171-0033 

Phone: 81-3-5979-6271 Fax: 81-3-5979-6281 

E-mail; papera@papera.co.jp Home page: http://www.papera.co.jp - Visit our home pagpU 

Ail these vehicles have clean engines and immaculate interiors. The chasis and engine numbers 

have been checked for validity 

Over 1000 vehicles are always in stock 
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To advertise in this section please call the 

Motoring Team on 0171 293 2742. 


Citroen 


WE CHALLENGE YOU 70 
FIND BETTER VALUE 
top E sate Model In Range 

Xantia 1.9TD VSX 
Estate Car 
Emer?W Meant 
'R' Reg, 700 miles 
As New 
£15,995 

wfch £1.000 Minimum Part 
Em&u^p iVknvanoe 
Guaranteed. 

Two Years Halbnarfc WWranty. 

Many other top qual 


01442 871234 

(Main Dealer) 


WE CHALLENGE YOU TO 
FIND BETTER VALUE 
XM SX 2.0i 16v 
Luxury and Comfort On 
The Cheap! 

Emerald Metallic 
’S' Reg, 100 miles 
As New 
£12,995 

with £1,000 MMmiun Ran 

Exdung? Afowance 

Guaranteed. 

Itetrt HaSmart ttorranty. 
Many other top quality 
Citroens available 

01442 871234 
(Main Dealer) 


Registration Numbers 



BI 

aBEE 

R 



ABA 917 

1,650 

B5FCA 

1,000 

J4RAT 

500 

P18ULA 

1.000 

6704 AD 

1/400 

R5TCA 

uno 

JEC690X 

400 

PB30 

1.200 

78 ALE 

1600 

FECB71 

1.000 

JUS 13 

1,600 

PMU222 

1,000 

683 BAR 

1,800 

FW 351 

1,400 

JL34 

2330 

HBR938 

1,145 

837 BAR 

1,800 

FF8771 

1500 

59JMA 

2800 

RBX9S2 

400 

S3 BOB 

4,200 

417 FG 

1,800 

KA 7792 

ZJ50Q 

RG5 

15JWQ 

[Cue 947V 325 

1151 FM 

1,200 

KDL 353 

900 

NB750 

BOO 

CT4370 

2.500 

FRY22 

4X00 

350 XWF 

1,800 

RON 856 

mo 

CTE77 

1.400 

000 GJH 

3500 

KVG911A 

500 

9439 FW 

1,800 

DA 8778 

ijao 

GJKBB 

2>H» 

LH97D6 

1.600 

SAD 196 

1,800 

944 DBC 

1,200 

GJK886 

1.400 

LNJ 199 

800 

6666 SM 

&oqo 

D6P349 

1,800 

GSB55Y 

600 

12 UA 

6J300 

749 SUD 

1300 

226500 

1300 

H4RLD 

800 

M13NSA 

600 

TAS633 

2,000 

5910 DF 

1,400 

HAZ6 

23V 

27 WIN 

13V 

TAHS3 

2J300 

52SDMD 

torn 

KIL19S9 

1J00 

MM 302 

1,200 

61 USA 

2#» 

2477 DP 

1,400 

HO 9051 

800 

9181 MX 

800 

VER558 

1,200 

DS66 

10000 

IUI 8812 

75 

4803 NC 

1,500 

XU) 58 

600 

J4FCA 

1,000 

llfl 8913 

75 

NN4460 

1.300 

32 YG 

2:000 

DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
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How does your garden grow? 


You'd like a mature oak in 
front of your house? No 
problem, sir, we'll just bring 
one over from Italy. 

Penny Jackson finds that 
not everything in the garden 
is roses 

It's not easy to sell die view from a spank- 
ing new bouse if the only thing to be seen 
is the trank of a 20 ft maple tree. But where 
once builders might have reached for the 
chainsaw, they are now choosing spades and 
cranes. 

In a two-day operation, Berkeley Homes 
this week employed a team of tree spe- 
cialists to move the maple from its position 
perched high on an island of soil just a few 
metres away from one of five bouses be- 
ing built in Wamford, Hampshire. 

It was dug up with an 8 ft root ball, put 
in a cradle and lifted by crane to the next 
plot. It now resides grandly in a position 
where it can be admired by everyone albeit 
at a cost of about £3,000. Gone are the days 
when a bit of turf and a few shrubs with 
potential were enough and landscaping was 
a useful way of grassing over piles of 
builder’s rubble. 

Buyers who now expect to walk into a 
home complete in every detail are not pre- 
pared to wait five years for a garden to grow. 
They want the miracle of instant maturi- 
ty. One day a new house is standing in a 
garden that looks more like a ploughed field 
and the next it is turfed, paved and plant- 
ed with trees and shrubs that are years, old- 
er than the building itself. 

For the developer, this means making 
the most of natural surroundings and 
where conservationists and planners may 



Tree planting Is not what it once was: now more likely to be a 20ft maple than a tiny seedling 


have failed, the expectations of buyers have 
a more potent effect. Berkeley Homes, like 
other house-builders, knows the value in 
sales of creating a “green” atmosphere. It 
made its name in leafy, semi-rural locations 
and landscapers are among the first on site 
to draw up schedules of remedial work or 
fresh planting. 

Trees, which moved the Hampshire 
maple, has seen the spending on trees in- 
crease in recent years and not just from de- 
velopment companies. Householders are 
becoming aware that they' can buy large 
trees and plant them with success. 

“In London, our main problem is one 


of access”, says Ken Sneddon, managing 
director of the firm, based in Tring. Hert- 
fordshire. “We had to lift a nine-metre-high, 
four-ton copper beech over a four-storey 
house, as that was the only way into the gar- 
den. The crane blocked the road for a day 
and it cost the owner £25,000. But if yon 
want an instant 30-year-old tree there is no 
choice. Wesametimes have to dissuade peo- 
ple from the more lunatic schemes.” 

Even those who buy In a rural setting 
are templed to improve on nature. A large 
cedar planted, in front of a house as a fo- 
cal point will turn a large garden in to some- 
thing akin to a park. But, says Mr Sneddon, 


a great deal of his work involves screen- 
ing out the neighbours as quickly as pos- 
sible. “Much-maligned, large leylandii 
planted in the right place do have their 
uses,” he adds. 

Apart from the unfortunate few who find 
that a neighbour’s investment grows into 
a hedge about as attractive as the Berlin 
everyone Jiving nearby stands to gain. 

Alan Gottschalk, regional director of 
Black Horse Agencies, has seen a house in 
his street transformed by ambitious plant- 
ing. “Until the owner put in large trees and 
bushes it was very unattractive. Now it has 
a lovely outlook. People are prepared to 


Photograph; John Lawrence 


spend a great deal on their gardens so that 
they look established. A woman who 
bought a big bouse in Surrey with a gar- 
den that was too bare for her paid tens of 
thousands of pounds to put in 20ft and 
30 ft trees, large rhododendrons and a mass 
of mature shrubs.” 

At Mount Vernon in Hampstead, north 
London, they are waiting for the delivery 
of 20ft Italian oak* to complete the gardens. 
Bill Broadbent, managing director of 
Marylebone Warwick Balfour, who is de- 
veloping the old hospital, went out to Italy 
with landscape architects to choose the trees 
himself. 
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He found himse lf south of Fisa; Ha fer- 
tile valley that had been a huge lakem ihe - 
16th century. “I could hand-pick an avenue 
of trees and also found cone-diaped yews : 
huge at seven years old that would have tak-‘ 
en 15 years to grow in En gland . Trees. will, 
grow to 60ft or 70ft in 10 years thd» be- 
cause of the nutrients in the son and the 
warm summers. 

“We are spending a good-quarter, of a 
millio n pounds on the gardens, but when 
people are paying £15m on air apartment, . 
you can’t expect them to wait for the gar- 
den to mature,” 

But when it’s a matter of historic sites, 
there are obvious constraints. At Peninsu- 
lar Barracks in Winchester, the. much- 
praised gardens were created following the 
original 17th century plans. English Her- 
itage plays a part in such reconstructions 
and bas been involved at eveiy stage with 
the Whiled Garden, a . development' at 
Burton Park in Sussex. 

This is the most complicated land- 
scaping yet undertaken by McAlpine J 
Homes, which within the old walls has 
planted up a replica of the original 19th 
century garden for sole use of the own- 
ers in the adjoining houses. On a personal 
scale, the bespoke service offered to buy- 
ers of new dwellings is gradually moving 
outdoors. 

Wates has a garden design service to 
meet requests for seating areas, dog runs, 
water pools, arbors, -irrigation systems or 
simply a vegetable plot. It involves a team 
of specialists and is priced individually. 

Starting offwith the perfect garden can 
still lead to disappointment. Ken Tinner 
who runs Coblands in Kent, , a wholesale 
□ursety, says he is amazed by how many 
people ask for plants or trees of a certain 
size but stipulate that they mustn’t get any 
bigger. Designer plants dearly have no busi- 
ness growing. 

Civic Trees: 01442 825401. 
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Winkworth 


Par details of flats and houses cnOable to rent, please contact your local Winkworth office. 

LONDON CENTRAL 

Kensington , WS, W14 0171 727 1500 

Notting Hill Wll, W2 0171 727 3227 

Paddington/Bayswater W2 0171 262 2900 

Pimlico SWl 0171 828 1786 

South Kensington SW7/I0/5/3/1 0171370 6767 

St. John’s Wood NW8/3/1, Wl/9 0171 586 7001 

West End Wl, WC2, EC1 0171 240 3322 



Kensington 
Notting Hill 
Paddington/Bayswater 
Pimlico 

South Kensington 
St. John’s Wood 
West End 

LONDON WEST . 

Chiswick 

Ealing 

FUlhaxn 

Hamm er smit h 

North Kensington 

Shepherd's Bush 

LONDON SOUTH 

Blackheath 

Kennington 

Tooting 

Battersea 

Dulwich 

Surrey Quays 

LONDON NORTH 

Crouch End 

Finchley/Bamet 

Highgate 


W4 

W3/5/7/13 
SW6 
W6. W14 
W10. NW6/10 
W12/3 

SE3/12/7/10/13 
SEl/5/11/17, SWS/9 
SW12/17 
SW4/S/11/12/18 
SE5/2 1/15/22/23/24/26 
SE8/16 

N4/8/1Q/1 1/15/22 
N2/3/12/20 
N6/8/10/19, NW3 


0181 994 7096 
0181 567 4242 
0171 731 3388 
0171 371 4466 
0171 792 5000 
0181 749 3394 

0181 852 0999 
0171 587 0600 
0181 767 5221 
0171 228 9265 
0181 229 2722 
0171 237 9111 

0181 342 9999 
0181 349 3388 
0181 341 1988 


VUmflikn St aalM sad fctthp offices nw lamiao. Pice ris* 0171 727 1117 far dstafls of «fl office*. B«* office fc tafepcadreffr anal spreM. 


Are you thinking of letting 
your property? 

At Winkworth we structure our marketing to ensure your property reaches the 
widest distribution of potential tenants and endeavour to achieve both 
optimum rental price and a problem-free tenancy. 

Please ring your local office for a free valuation and for details of our 

comprehensive lettings and management service. 

The Spring/Suxnmer issue of the Winkworth magazine is out now, 
incorporating the London Property Price Guide. 

Ring 0171 727 1117 for a free copy. 

_ www.wixxknrortlLCo.tik 
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East Anglia 


COUNTRY HOUSES & Cottages la 
Suffolk & Earn. Pew Andrew* 
01449 740001 

FREE - Abbott* 40 page UI colour 
HomeBndar Brochure. 100'B of 
properties T/out NorfoBt A Sui- 
ta*. £25.000 » CBWyjOO. ToL 


Cotswdds 


SPACIOUS MODERN . family 5 
bad /2 bath home on adga a I 
small marks! tom. In qulat lane 
with stream and lovely cowriiy- 

■Ms. £146,000. TM; Rtchanfaon 
01453 543 153/01242 570 717. 


Hampstead & Highgate 


SUPERS HEATH VIEWS Peaceful 
huge axcoBant condK4 bedroom 
HaL 1 rooep WWdtoUnfl rm. 2 WC 
bath shower. C380K. 0181 348 
8300 no agent 


Middlesex 


HAMPTON 

Spacious. 3 bedroom ed 
end of terrace house in 
quiet residential area. 

2 receps. IS ft kitchen. 
60ft garden, open 
fireplace, boarded loft, 
large bathroom. 

45 mins BR (lb 
Waterloo). local school 
opposite, dose to village. 
Bargain at only £179,950 
For immediate ritwiag ail 
Stewart or Mark on 

0181 255 7777 


ANGEL 

ISLINGTON 

Charming Georgian house 
arranged over 4 floors. Close 
to Angel and Upper Street. 
2/3 bedrooms, 

2/3 receptions, fitted kitchen, 
3 piece bathroom and 2nd w.c., 
utility room, southerly patio 
leading onto secret communal 
garden. 

£325,000 F/H 

TELEPHONE: 

0171 837 7386 


BUSHEY • HERTFORDSHIRE 


‘BRAND NEW* 

THREE BEDROOM HOUSES 


Windsor 


Windsor 


from only 




CONTACT SHE DIRECT ON 

01923 220632 


UNICOIN 


• HOMES PLC • 


TEL: 0181 447 8828 


OFFER of 

™ E WEEK. 


Lange detached house with four double 
bedrooms, all with bathrooms. 

♦ 

Set in a channing village environment. 

♦ 

Convenient access to M4. 

♦ 

Home exchange available. 

£349,950 

Moneyrow Grange, Holyport, Nr. Bray, Berkshire. 

Follow Barra tt signs towards Holyport from Junction 8/9 off the M4. 

Sales office and «ipcrb»howibome open ’ 

(Monday 2paTto6ptn). Tel; 01628 627013. 

.Jknekta dm »lwtrkn%r» ,«i iAtl r J _____ ■ - 
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Widening the Net 


The garden fence may be a thing of the 
past as you start to swap gossip and useful 
local information with your neighbours 
via your PC. By Andrew Mylius 




Y3. 








to Computers are rapidly becom- 
ing a normal item of domestic 
hardware, with five million 
Britons able to access the In- 
ternet. Next year, the number 
will be more than eight million. 

The virtual landscape of the 
Net has recently started to de- 
liver functions people -normal 
ones- actually wan L And in so 
doing, it looks set to change the 
way we live. Professor Andrew 
Graham of Balliol College, Ox- 
ford, who is researching the sub- 
ject, says: “There is absolutely 
no doubt that e-mail will be used 
by everybody. It will be a nor- 
mal way to exchange informa- 
^ lion”. But e-mail is merely the 
“ tip of the iceberg. 

. The information and com- 
munications technology (ICT) 
revolution looks set Lo be slow 
but steady. A range of easy-to- 
use applications with the rele- 
vance of e-mail still needs to 
develop. At Microsoft, Ruth 
Bradshaw says that, having cor- 
nered the market in business- 
sector software, the American 
megalith is now focusing on the 
home market 

Amazingly, there has been 
no systematic research into bow 
people actually use the Net at 
^ home, hut now an experiment 
JPnrn by Microsoft in Islington, 
London (being monitored by 
the Economic and Social Re- 
search Council) gives some 
clues as to how ICT could af- 
fect us. 

Under the name MSN 
Street, a community of 23 hous- 
es -60 people -went on-line 12 
months ago- People who already 
worked from home swiftly 
found the Net improved their 
business communication. Oth- 
ers started to bring work home. 




which meant they had to go to 
the office less. 

ICT has, like it or not, start- 
ed to change the ways people 
work - where they do it, when, 
and how. However, not every- 
one wanted a home-office. Mi- 
crosoft group marketing 
manager Oliver Roil describes 
the Internet as “every library in . 
the world, but without an index 
and without a librarian to help 
you". Overwhelming. 

MSN Street tackled this by 
creating a local area network 
that was relevant to the street's 
residents. The street's virtual 
bulletin board became a site for 
neighbours to exchange infor- 
mation about local services, 
shops and restaurants; people 
organised babysitting, children 
asked for help with homework; 
last year someone urged every- 
body to catch a glimpse of 
comet Hale-Bopp. 

Very swiftly, a new social- 
technological ecology started to 
emerge. “Sometimes it's taken 
me years to speak to people", 
says Janet White, who has lived 
in the street for 10 years. “They 
have to give birth or have pup- 
pies before you find whatever 
it is that is going to make you 
say the first thing." 

As a forum for common 
needs and concerns - for a 
plumber or reliable window 
cleaner, a spate of burglaries, 
the route of the Channel Tun- 
nel rail link, and a campaign 
against grey quirrels - the In- 
ternet has become a meeting 
place. “A fear was that people 
would become withdrawn. They 
will now come over and talk if 
I’m in tiie garden," Pearson 
Philips, a resident, remarks. 

The Islington experiment is 



Neighbours: 
in an 

experiment 
in north 
London, a 
virtual 
bulletin 
board has 
linked people 
together 
who 

previously 

may not 

have spoken 
to each 
other for 
years 



soon to be mirrored elsewhere. 
Millennium Village, to be built 
at Greenwich, will treat IT as a 
household service and an in- 
trinsic part of the local com- 
munity. Nick Thompson, 
director of the Integer (intelli- 
gent, green housing) research 
project, predicts (hat each home 
will be a “node" in a global web, 
but will also be part of a local 
area network. 

This will make it possible 
not only for people to work 
from home and set up local 
business, it could also revolu- 
tionise the way care for chil- 
dren and the aged works. 
Home shopping and delivery 
could enable for longer inde- 
pendence and by connecting to 
local clinics and the emer- 
gency services ICT will usher 
in telemedicine and improve 
household safety. 

Integral to the design of 
Millennium Village is a com- 
munal car pooL Maintained by 


a company like Hertz, this 
would enable a dramatic re- 
duction in private car owner- 
ship. Additionally, councils or 
housing associations will be 
able to communicate with res- 
idents about maintenance and 
repairs, and billing for gas or 

electricity can be done via a key- 
board. (Earlier this month Is- 
lington council launched 11 
access points to enable residents 
without PCs access to its services 
via the Net.) 

An idea common to several 
new developments is a “tele- 
services centre" - an IT forum 
that will provide technological 
back-up, social space and the 
kinds of hardware that people 
do not want at home. Design 
consultant Tbny Rowe observes: 
“One of the problems is tech- 
nology moves all the time. New 
technology is always expensive. 
Organisations that employ a lot 
of people can afford it" 

Individuals, more often than 


not, can't Clive Wilding, man- 
aging director of Gleesons 
homes division, says there will 
probably be communally man- 
aged areas at up-and-coming 
projects in Sheffield, Reading 
and Cowisdon, Surrey. Follow- 
ing the trend set in modem of- 
fices, the centres will provide 
flexible space and equipment 
that can be booked according to 
users' needs. 

With communal space 
meeting demand for a formal 
office environment, the house 
can be left as a home. At 
MSN Street computer users 
have slotted them into living 
rooms and bedrooms much as 
they do a telephone or televi- 
sion. But Wilding says: “We 
feel the nature of work has 
changed sufficiently to change 
houses”. 

All Gleesons’ houses are 
smart-wired with an ISDN 
socket in each room, and each 
has dual planning consent for 


office and residential use. How- 
ever, “the majority of people 
don't like to be isolated in a 
family house. The idea of a sep- 
arate study isn't important”. 

At Building Homes maga- 
zine, editor David Birkbeck 
says: “The quiet comer will 
need to be the nicest part of the 
bouse and I suspect it will be full 
of light. A house of the future 
will definitely have a comer of 
that quality because that’s 
where people will be chained. 
It’s the same in every work- 
space: people gravitate towards 
the windows. If you want birds, 
trees, or to watch your kids, you 
need big windows". 

Whether it’s for work, play 
or the day-to-day business of 
simply having and living in a 
house, it looks certain we will 
be getting very modi more fa- 
miliar with computers in the 
near future. It could be time to 
find a sunny window, log on, and 
get to know the neighbours. 


penny 

JACKSON 


Can’t get no satisfaction? 

Imagim yon have just b=en gazumped or jour houses sale 
has fallen through and on the way out of the estate 
Suffice X strong words you find a questionnaire 
asking how satisfied you are with the service. 

Not much chance that unfortunate office is gomgjo be 
nominated as estate agent of the year- But the 730 
agents who put themselves forward for this year’s competi- 
tion had more faith in themselves and the Y\ cl | ents - 

More than 70 per cent of customers said they were de- 
lighted with the service they received. For the fcsttime 
tire findings of the beauty contest - the National Associa- 
tion of Estate Agents “Office of the Year Awards ^as- 
sociation with Nationwide Building Society - have been 

ma Mike llazenby, of the Nationwide, says there has been 
a marked improvement in the quality of service around 
the country “although the improvement was less notice- 
able among London agents”. While 93 per cent of sellers 
would recommend their agent, only 88 per cent of buyere 
were entirely happy, which bears out what many agents 
now feel - that the buyers deserve better. 

When it comes to the more complicated world or let- 
ting and renting, overall satisfaction is less. But perhaps 
ihe true test comes not with a smooth sale but when prob- 
lems occur and here only 40 per cent gave top marks to 

their agent, with a tenth only giving one or two points. 

The winners who were selected after undercover cus- 
tomers put them through their paces were Blade Horse 
Aeeudes- Parkinson Eairlie Robertson in Hayling Island, 

- - I- a f/wiar ond fn Rh 
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Water, Surrey in the lettings and management sector. 


Frustrated buyers with a minion-odd pounds burning a 
hole in their pockets are resorting to purchasing a place 
only to knock it down and start again. Houses built in the 
1920s and 1930s seem particular targets - spacious with 
land but out of date. In St George’s Hill, Surrey, Knight 
Frank saw a dated property in 25 acres sell for more than 
£lm to raairp way for a “mansion" of 1 1,000 sq ft. 

And emerging from the dust of a farmhouse-style family 
home in Blackhflls, an exclusive private road in Esher, will 
be another luxury mans ion house. On the Crown Estate in 
Osshott, nine properties ranging in price from £600,000 to 
£800,000 were bought purely for plot value. 

While in Hampstead, London, Glentree Estates has sold 
a bouse for more than to someone who intends to pull 

it down. It was on the market for two years. Trevor Abrahm- 
sohn says the rebuilding may not cost a lot more than major 
refurbishment since no one knows what they will find. Nor 
is there, of course, any VAT payable on new build. 
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FOR SALE: Detached 3 bedroom 
twuae with tame etudto on«« 
Island of Alderney. C7IM>00 tor 

quick nde K Umd Bvatabie or wB 

consider exohanoe. Tei; Day 
01824 B44774/EW 01624 844155. 
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SOUTH WEST FRANCE 



Chaining restored stone 

and timber townhousa iin 

■most beautiful vfliagtf 7 Two 

income apartmente. p to 
Zbr house. saJour, mmstrere 
gaflety. fitted kitchorv. . 
bafcontea. viewe merfwat 
square, foreed-wr ontirea 
CH, wineceflar, gamasroom, 
130m’. low mwntenanca 
E59J500 
Colour to pc fttge 
0W35WWSM2 

UK: 0173 764 2829 
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itchborough Park is a stunning development of just nine five bedroom architecturally distinctive 
f homes, in an idyllic woodland setting. 

♦ Kitchens by Smallbone of Devizes ♦ Beautifully landscaped environment 

♦ Designed with all the classic features one would ♦ Superbly situated m a peaceful and much sought 

expect in homes of this quality after rural location, yet dose to all servtces and amemttes 

Opening June l 98 ♦ Prices from £499,950 ♦ Telephone 01342 826903 



To advertise in this section please call the 

PROPERTY team on 0171 293 2302. 
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Waxi n g 


luminous 


Candles mean 
warmth and 
romance, indoors 
and out, all year 
round. Rosalind 
Russell finds some 
trendy examples to 
light up your spring 


It used to be considered socially 
naff to light caadles for a din- 
ner party. Shades of melon 
balls. Hyacinth Bucket and sub- 
urban pretensions. But now 
candles are selling by the bale. 
And although it would be im- 
possible (and probably hereti- 
cal) to prove, judging by the 
amount in the shops, more 
church candles burn in private 
homes than under ecclesiastical 
roofs. 

The reason could be the 
diversity of design in candle 
holders which has seen a recent 
significant updating of image. 
And they have grown taller. Al- 
most every major store now 
stocks floors tanding wrought- 
iron candelabra as part of a con- 
temporary furnishing collection. 
Like cream sofas, they’re a 
dinky (double income, no kids) 
accessory, presenting too much 
of a challenge to small children 
and boisterous dogs. 

Prices cover most budgets, 
from chain store to designer la- 
bel 

Next Home catalogue offers 
a three-arm floorstanding can- 
delabra 42 indies high, in black 
or gold for £29.99. It’s the same 
price as Pukka Palace's mail-or- 
der tripod candle holder, 50 
inches high and wrought in 
pewter-finish metal and which 


can also be wired as a standard 
lamp. 

The Iron Design Company 
makes two floor-standing mod- 
els to accompany its range erf 
wrought- iron furniture. Hand- 
made in a traditional forge in 
North Yorkshire, the three- 
candle stand costs £95 and the 
four-candle stand is £125. The 
firm accepts commissions, so if 
your ideas run to something 
even grander, they will oblige. 
Like several other designers, 
they also make a candle-holding 
chandelier, price £155, which is 
wikfly romantic™ in theory. 

Unless you are careful to 
wedge the candles in firmly 
and upright - and out of a 
draught -you could end up get- 
ting an eyebrow wax as you eat. 
You'll also need long aims and 
a candle snuffer. Pukka Palace’s 
candle chandelier costs £49.95. 

A candle in the wind is best 
shielded by a glass case, which 
makes glass bell-jar lamps a 
practical alternative. Pukka 
Palace does two, both Victori- 
an in style: a clear glass-etched 
bell jar at £55 and a hand-paint- 
ed version, sporting pears and 
bunches of grapes, at £45. Its 
melon-glass lamps, in green, 
light blue and dark blue, are jol- 
ly, at £38 each. 

Wireworks, launched six 
years ago by designer Anna Al- 
bright, sells contemporary ac- 
cessories through stores sudh as 
the Conran Shop and Heal’s. 
The range includes a smart 
candleholder enclosed in a 
semi-opaque box to diffuse the 
light (£35.50). Also very pretty 
are the chrome-stand candle 
holders with beaded lamp- 
shades from Debenhams. They 
come in white, lilac, gold and 
dark blue and cost £20. 

Cheaper and very cheerful is 
the Homebase collection of 
candles and holders which can 
be used indoors or out A gar- 


den-gate-style chrome lantern 
with cut-out shapes around die 
roof and a fence design aroand 
the base is just £9.99, or there 
are cauldron-shaped glass-bowl 
candles with curljrfeet at £6.99 
each. 

If you really don’t care what 
the neighbours think about 
your taste, you can buy Home- 
base's garden-gnome candles, 
dressed in Cool Britannia sun- 
hat and sunglasses (£7.99). Just 
the gnome for the Dome. 

For more understated ele- 
gance, the Klin t range of can- 
dle holders from Ocean is 
smart enough to be used on the 
dining table or on a white 
wall. They are very simple, with 
the dean appearance of steel 
and glass and come in four 
sizes, from wall candle-holder 
to the 40-inch high garden 
holder which has a long 
ground spike. 

One of the most stylish out- 
door candle holders comes 
from garden mail-order com- 
pany, Windrush. Almost every- 
thing in their brochure is 
irresistible to the hopelessly 
addicted garden-centre freak; 
one of the more unusual items 
is the shepherd's-crook lamp. 
The painted steel crook stands 
49 indies tail; the pointed end 
sticks firmly in the garden while 
the crook supports a 10-inch- 
wide glass lamp. Planted in a 
bed of tall white osteosper- 
miim, or pale green scented 
nkotiana, the nigh t light would 
reflect a soft glow on a summer's 
night All for £29.95. 



Candle in the wind: 
the shepherd's- 
crook lantern 
(above) from 
Windrush and 
Wireworks’ semi- 
opaque candle box 
(right) can throw 
some tight on your 
garden without 
danger of being 
snuffed out 


Contacts: Next Home (0345 100 
500); Pukka Palace (0345 666 
660); Iron Design Company 
(01609 778846); Wireworks 
(0171-724 8856); Debenhams 
(0171-408 4444); Homebase 
(0645 801800 ) : Ocean ( 0800 
132 985); Windrush MOl ( 01993 
770456). 



THREE TO VIEW: 

WITH SPRING BLOSSOM 


Pear Tree Cottage in 
Cotyfbrd, three-and- 
a-half miles from the 
sea in Devon, is a two- 
bedroom thatched 
house with very large 
cottage gardens, in- 
cluding a wild garden. 

Views across the Axe 
Valley can be seen, 
from the top of the 
gardens. There is an 
18ft sitting room with 
stone-built mglenook- 
style fireplace, 12ft 
kitchen breakfast . ; a - 

room and outride, a single garage. The town sits by the River Coty and consists 
mostly of period houses and cottages like this one. weekend 

there is arail connection to London via Axminster. £90,000 through Alder Eng 
(0129721595). V' 



Walnut Tfee House in 
Pulborough, West Sus- 
sex, really does have a 
walnut tree in the gar- 
den, along with a mag- 
nolia, wisteria, winter 
flowering jasmine and 
forsythia. The Grade 
n listed period house 
is in the centre of the 
village and has a long 
driveway at the back, 
leading to two garages. 
From the drawing 
room, there are views 
across the water 


wmMmm 



meadows to the South Downs. The 18ft kitchen has fitted white units and Whirlpool 
oven and hob. With five bedrooms, two bathrooms and an old cellar with curved 
ceiling, it’s for sale for £255,000 through Guy Leonard & Co (01798 874033).- 


Apple 'Bee Cottage 
near Castle Combe in 
Wiltshire has large rear 
gardens with terraces, 
lawns and well estab- 
lished trees. The 
thatched, stone-built 
three-bedroom house 
has two reception 
rooms, including a 
marble-floored sum- 
mer lounge with 
French doors opening 
onto the patio. The 
23ft drawing room has 
exposed stone walling 



and inglenook fireplace. The kitchen is custom built with a Rosi tires cooking 
range. The main bathroom is a splendid affair with a generous free-standing 
oval bath on daw feet and brass telephone taps. All for £350,000 through Parkin- 
son Fairtie Robertson (01249 655101). 






IS 



SiW' lU 15 




jflicial Solicit*: 
of Beil b 


. • «. ■■ 


.ki riddle solvi 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


New Homes 


New Homes 


New Homes 


Waterside Properties 


:»ta!ks g!oo 




lontevetro, designed by Richard 
I Rogers Partnership, is one of the 


buildings that will define the London of 
the future, 


Rising to 20 storeys all with west-facing 


Exclusive 

Waterside 

Homes 


river views 


Comfort cooling 


Private leisure centre and tennis court 


richax 
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• Parking, 24hr security and porterage 

• Hotel style concierge services 

* Completions from May 1999 

♦ Prices from £455,000, Penthouses from 
£l 45m 


with 

Private Mooring 


HytJie Marina is an exclusive 
development of 2, 3, 4 and 5 
bedroom homes witk private . ~ 
mooring. 

Ideally located in the vibrant 
waterside community of Hythe 
Marina Village and benefiting 
from an array of outstanding . 
features. 
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On site soles office, Battersea Church Rd, 
Tel: 0171 801 0200, Fax: 0171 585 0S50 


r i 




; ii '* A' a % • 

v -~ X 


J 



- ^.dt- 




mergj 


-, . . ^ - * • ; __ 

7 ~ ’ "' h M M f’§ ^ 1 'f' 
f >1 l » <1 * 1 1 


* 

r- c - 


In 1 1 


-. U : l . 

. ' - .1 J_ . II i 




B EAN_E Y 

PEARCE 




""•Ml,, 


TAYIPR WOODROW 
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^ Grt* central tenting and feHture 
“replace in the drawing roam 

• Detached nr integral garage • "■ 

• Cmflcnl mnd and rail 
conununienti on* willi rcflalw . 
InUrdly BR Ui London Waterloo j 
ami cmj- juxwm U> ii*? Mg, M27 ' 
and End l«£li airport 
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TbLet 


To Let 


REGENT LETTING LTD 


Tel: 0171 916 0313 


Fax: 0171 916 1607 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


aaopw 


8 % 


HOUjOWAX N7 

Snafia Bai wib sqnnCc kaiawfiner ud sqaene batfonsL Araflririe acm. 
HONEYBOURNE ROAD. NW6 £130 Sc £150pw 

IjH y irif wnMtflri Uuft^Bith rpBilB nd KiifuMiii 

HOLLOWAY N7 £I40pw 

One bed 8n in pxd irenioo. bige locagc. EoSi Smal baben, wgfaiiq; nnd nn e. yoflabte dpw. 
CAMDEN, NW1 £l£5pw 

j flir jp fff gnnfl InmriiiH wpwi plan Irrojy Ml htHtfa MilHi lg naftiin. elm* tn f rampw f 

and Kooaoes Aodifale no*. 

PLAYFIELD ROAD. HAS UfiOpw 

Lffidr M) bed fdoeblc) bone, foSj Sued bltfara witfr nasirn^ csadmK. *tsy ts^ frm and bac± 
pnlen, dcac t o traasp on. AraMfc now. 

SEVEN SISTERS £175pw 

"Bro bed &U, larp: lounge, fuflr fitted kitebea wiii wishing nadmc, plas garden. bo». 

BELSIZE PARK £3S0pir 

2 doable roocH wilt [mg: lounge, fallj fitted kcAm wnii wjshmg msdflDe. Aintihfc bu». 
PARKHUKST ROAD, N7 £W0pw 


No Fee To 
Tenants 

84B Camden Rd 
London NW1 SEA 


warWne. 

ROUSDEN STREEL NW1 £410p*r 

TtaecW pmptnv in the heart of Camdco, lass tooos, fa* filled kadwi wiili wstaamadria:, 
D^deraT&BESEENIIlAHibWflB* 

THE GROVE, N3 £540pw 

Fpc led hpote.. W Inaige^baBtbl fitted kitefaa^mtt ; dating 


TbLet 


C. HOWARD KING 

O partners! 


| The Inteenational 
Letting Agency 1 

I Barnet ■ Bdur ■ Bichmond 

TO LETT 
Barnes SWI3 
£4^200 pern 
Spacious aodwdl 
decorated 5 bed family 
house 


Telephone: 

0181 878 7966 


UNFUHM2BEO 1 taOi txflc. flat In 
puipoM bu*t Noch with talc & 

CTO* « EBJPuWsyaadon. AmI 

17a-8». CttOOpon. 01J72 464 
274. 


NW6, 1W0 BED pan turn au. Ami. 
no* CZHpK 01 B 1 4516288. 


For Development 


sEctiioea smjNHma view and 

location; W. Susaex. Dual accoos 
to Council nialirt ataad tana. 1.1 
Betting futue 
Apply bl ntttig kk Mn 
i. Uppa nc " Faun, TBtlnn- 
Un, PotworOv W. Sl um QUZS 


Colonr Property 
appears every Sunday 
50% of Independent 
on Saturday readers 
are currently buying 
their own home. 


To advertise call 

The Property 
Team on 
0171 293 2302 
or 0171 293 2343 

Sunnr NRS (Ju) V7- Innc '07i 


Country Rentals 


E. ANGLIA - IDEALS BED retreat 
on Wyflic prhma Wand. 60 mb 
London. Tidal td. 


788451 


BaXMOpcm. 
7788273. F*7 


Fx788244. 


01621 


Corcaff 

Extcrto A^ants 


i4 I ^iiidiM". i.ul 
N;mlmrnp! v . c, 


Price ftmk from £172,950 

Salca Office open daily 
lODOdn-SOOpm 

Tel: 01703 S44872 
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Country Property 


Sunderlsmds 

Public Auction, Wednesday 27tb May 1998 
Green Dragon Hotel, Broad St, Hereford 3pi 
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A ipxx»itatei*cd uok twn .iflehog 
■werSjopuiqBncfgRof 
.aeniinapdMiuaaawu Hook M 
(fcofled jHaanmp cn niBioii com tor 
omkhui la a teg: fisc ivdraoaKd 
Mgctncr wh a further ra^e 


Guide Prlo: QOQJHO - DMjBH 


uf t 

pcmriuiual , 

in iy nan itma mpdlierwttt 

W«w Jfgrwiq*aod 
p aatax 

Gntete Prkt flHMH».lUR 806 
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Tel: 01432 3 S 6161 „ 

Fax: 01432 352954 II 
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